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DEDICATIO� 

 

 

I� TRIBUTE TO THE GE�ERATIO� THAT E�DURED THE GREAT WAR. 

THIS BOOK DESCRIBES THE LOSSES EXPERIE�CED BY THE MAI�LY 

COASTAL VILLAGES SITUATED SOUTH OF COLCHESTER I� ESSEX. 

THEIR STORY IS TYPICAL OF TOW�S A�D VILLAGES THROUGHOUT 

THEU�ITED KI�GDOM. 

 

THE STORIES A�D PROFILES ARE DRAW� FROM A SERIES OF MEMORIAL 

BOOKS PREPARED I� THE FIRST DECADE OF THE 21
ST

 CE�TURY.  

THESE BOOKS ARE HELD I� THE PARISH CHURCHES SO THAT PEOPLE 

MAY SIT QUIETLY I� THE PRESE�CE OF GOD A�D READ OF THE AGO�Y 

OF WAR. 

AT THE E�D OF THEIR LIFE, 

THEY SAY THAT OLD SOLDIERS �EVER DIE THEY JUST FADE AWAY.   

   THE ROYAL MARI�ES ARE SAID TO CROSS THE HARBOUR BAR. 

             THEY O�LY DIE IF THEY ARE FORGOTTE�. 

SO PLEASE READ THEIR STORIES THAT THEY MAY BE REMEMBERED. 

A�D IF YOU SHED A TEAR K�OW THAT YOU HAVE �OT 

WEPT ALO�E 
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In the 21
st

 century our governments have not 

eliminated war and we still have wounded and 

dependants to care for. 

However, at least the Community through the Service 

Charities have taken on this task. 

You are invited to donate directly to help the work of 

your local Welfare Charities supporting ex-service men 

and women. 

Perhaps the publishing of these true stories may help 

to improve the lot of so many, who continue to 

sacrifice so much. 

PLEASE NOTE that we obtained special dispensation from a number of agencies 

including the CWGC and theWar Graves photographic project regarding copyright on their 

material used in this book. The IWM have granted a non commercial licence for their 

material used in this book. This was granted in view of the nature of the book being 

commemorative rather than published for commercial reasons. 

(C) NOTE THEIR COPYRIGHT STILL REMAINS ON THIS MATERIAL USED ELSEWHERE!!!  
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CO�TE�TS 

I�TRODUCTIO�   THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 

Here after the book is broken into 3 major sections. Firstly chapters1 to 8 discusses 

how various groups in the community became involved. The second section has profiles of 

other men lost in the 4 years 1915, 1916, 1917 and 1918. The final 3 chapters summarise the 

cost to our community. In all over 200 men have their profiles shown.   

CHAPTER 1    “THEY WE�T TO WAR” 

  REGULARS 

  OVERSEAS BATTALIONS 

  SPECIAL RESERVES 

  “OLD CONTEMPTIBLES” 

THE TERRITORIAL FORCE 

“WINKLE BRIGADE” 

CHAPTER 2    ROYAL �AVY 

  THE FIRST NAVAL LOSSES FROM THE VILLAGES 

  HMS PATHFINDER 

  THE “LIVE BAIT SQUADRON” 

THE SUBMARINES 

THE ROYAL NAVAL DIVISION 

THE LOCAL SAILORS – THE KIEL REGATTA 

CHAPTER 3    OTHERS JOI�I�G 

  THE LOCAL RECRUITS 

  HORSES AND OTHER ANIMALS 

CHAPTER 4    MERCHA�T FLEET A�D TRAWLER FLEET 

GALLIPOLI LANDINGS INVOLVING HMS NEWMARKET 

HMY ROSABELLE 

CHAPTER 5    THE EXILES 
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  AUSTRALIANS 

  CANADIANS 

  CEYLON 

  U.S.A 

CHAPTER 6    EVE�TS I�VOLI�G CIVILIA�S 

CONSCRIPTION 

CIVILIANS 

MAJOR EXPLOSIONS IN HARBOUR 

CHAPTER 7    THE AIR FORCE R�AS, RFC, RAF 

CHAPTER 8    THE LADIES 

CHAPTER 9    1915 THE TERRIERS JOI� THE FIGHT 

  NEUVE CHAPELLE 

BATTLE OF FREZENBURG  

  ESSEX YEOMANRY ACTION   NORTH of HOOGE 13TH MAY1915 

  GALLIPOLI & DARDENELLES.  

  HMS VENGEANCE 

  HM TROOPSHIP ROYAL EDWARD 

   HMS SWIFTSURE   (includes SUEZ 1915) 

    OPERATIONS ASHORE 

  BATTLE OF AUBERS RIDGE  9TH MAY 1915 

  THE BATTLE OF LOOS   25 September - 19 October 1915 

CHAPTER 10  1916  “THE KITCHE�ER BATTALIO�S”    

  LOSS OF HMS HAMPSHIRE 

  ARMY LOSSES FIRST 6 MONTHS 

JUTLAND 

  THE KITCHENER BATTALIONS TAKE THE FIELD - SOMME     
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  BATTLE BAZENTIN RIDGE  14th-17th July 1916. 

BATTLE of FLERS-COURCELETTE: 15-22 Sep 1916.  

CHAPTER 11  1917  

LOSSES AT SEA 

ARMY CASUALTIES 

  GERMAN WITHDRAWL TO THE HINDENBURG LINE, 14 March  

BATTLE ARLEUX     28 -29 April 1917 

 BATTLE OF LANGEMARCK   16-18th August 1917 

BATTLES OF “PASSCHENDAELE CAMPAIGN". 

BATTLE OF PILKEM   31 July - 2 August 1917. 

BATTLE OF CAMBRAI    20 November 1917 

CHAPTER 12  1918 THE FI�AL YEAR 

MIDDLE EAST 

“KAISERSCHLACT” 

BATTLES OF LAST 100 DAYS  

SALONIKA 

CHAPTER 13    LOCAL HEROES 

CHAPTER 14    THE COST OF WAR 

CHAPTER 15    THE HOMECOMI�G 

APPE�DICES 

INDEX OF OVER 200 PROFILES OF THOSE FEATURED IN THE MEMORIAL 

BOOKS 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following stories are derived from the Memorial Books held in our local 

churches. They tell the effect of war on the communities in a handful of villages in North 

Essex. The experiences are probably common to many villages and towns throughout the 

Kingdom. 

THE MEMORIAL BOOKS 

These books contain the  stories of those, who lost their lives in the service of their 
Country or through enemy action from the South Winstree peninsular, North East Essex. 

 

BACKGROU�D TO THE PROJECT 

There are now Memorial Books, giving some details of those who lost their lives in 
the Service of our Country, in the Churches at 

St.  Andrew’s  Abberton.   (for Abberton, Langenhoe,  Fingringhoe & Rowhedge). There is 
also a book for those, who died in our villages. 

St. Mary’s Peldon (for Peldon & the Wigboroughs) 

St. Mary’s Salcott-cum-Virley 

St Mary’s Tollesbury. (For Tollesbury & the parishes of Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Tolleshunt 
Knights & Tolleshunt Major as well) 

The project started at St Andrew’s, Abberton & Langenhoe, where a Memorial Stone 
was planned as part of a Millennium commemoration on the Village Green in 2000. There 
was doubt in the villages regarding whose name should be recorded and in the end the Parish 
Council settled on a general statement without any specific names. In parallel it was decided 
to put a Memorial book in the Church with such information as could be found on those, who 
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died. The book was made loose leaf with pages in clear plastic envelopes, so that additions & 
corrections could be made readily, as extra information became available. The intent of the 
project was to allow people to sit quietly in the presence of God and learn about those that 
died. 

There had been a partial list of 12 names previously on the church wall, which over 
the last few years has expanded to 30 to include others with equal claim to be represented. 
These other names came from a variety of sources including the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission records, the CD Rom "Soldiers Died" & "Officers Died", and particularly from 
the local newspaper records held in Colchester Library. The criteria chosen were loss of life 
in the Service of their Country or through enemy action. Over the years this has included 
suicides suffering from shell shock and even a murder victim. 

Each man was accorded such details as are given in the CWGC records, his medal 
entitlement, details & pictures of him and his family plus such information relating to his 
service & death, as could be found from books, service records, old newspapers, Parish 
Magazines, War Diaries, Ship’s logs, Regimental Associations or Museums etc.. In several 
cases we were greatly helped by people who had already researched their family trees. 

A second book was displayed at St Andrew’s in 2001, containing the stories of those 
who died in our villages. During World War 2 the Battle of Britain was fought overhead and 
2 RAF fighter pilots were lost and in the spirit of reconciliation 8 German airmen are also 
included. With the course of time many more names have been included in this book, as the 
other villages in the area were added; for example, 6 members of the Glosters drowned on a 
training exercise in 1947 in the gravel pits of what is now Fingringhoe Nature Reserve. 

Abberton & Langenhoe share a Rector with Fingringhoe and Rowhedge (also known 
as East Donyland) in a United Benefice. Thus, in 2003, similar books were produced for 
these two parishes. The Rowhedge book also includes a petty officer killed on HMS London 
in the Yangtse incident. However, their churches are normally only open for services, so 
copies of their books are held at Abberton, which is kept open, albeit with CCTV installed in 
view of several thefts from the church. 

In 2007, our neighbours at Peldon, Little & Great Wigborough also dedicated 
Memorial books, which are held at St Mary the Virgin at Peldon (42 names). Included is a 
casualty from the 1st Anglo-Boer War. This has been followed in 2008 by St Mary Salcott-
cum-Virley (17 names) & St Mary Tollesbury (91 names). 

Basically, the books now cover the area south of the Roman River to the Strood 
causeway, which connects to Mersea Island in the South; by the River Colne with Rowhedge 
in the East; while in the West by Abberton Reservoir plus the Blackwater with Tollesbury. 
Probably the total population at the start of the Great War was some 5000 souls, with 
Tollesbury and Rowhedge, being fishing ports, the main centres of population. Thus many of 
those lost served at sea. The others tended to be farm boys, many of them ending in Service 
Battalions to work with horses. 

More recently two books covering the Blackheath area to the North were added 
(124 names). These men were predominantly from Garrison families, whose descendants 
have moved from the area. Thus these entries tend to be only the basic information from the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission records. 
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The parishes of Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Tolleshunt Knights and Tolleshunt Major were 
combined in 2009 with Tollesbury. Thus their Memorial books have been added to those at 
St. Mary’s Tollesbury. 

In all there are currently 450 profiles of those, who lost their lives in the service of 
their Country or through enemy action. 

As those still alive who can actually remember the Fallen dwindle to a very few, we 
believe it important that we keep some knowledge of a time when relatives, friends & 
neighbours lost their lives in the cause of their country. The Abberton visitor’s book shows 
that over the period of 9 years people from some 20 countries have visited this small church 
set in a farmyard. You too are cordially invited to visit our churches & to read the books 
where you may sit in the peace of God’s presence. 

Unfortunately, due to lack of space many of the names of those dying post-war and a 

number of those from the areas closer to Colchester have been left from this book.  The men 

are remembered with their profiles included in their relevant Memorial Books.  

Included are pictures of the cemeteries where they are buried. However so many have 

no known grave so they have pictures of the various commemorative monuments. Since each 

man is a very special entity his story will contain repeated information common to those 

others, who endured the same events and died alongside him. 

This book is very much a community effort. I have just put it together as a single 

entity. Hopefully it will inspire many of its readers to follow and produce Memorial books for 

their schools, places of worship etc... 

 I am indebted to all those, who provided help not only in providing data but to ACP 

COMPUTERS based on Mersea Island for providing the means to distribute the book 

electronically to those interested. 

E. J. Sparrow compiler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This is a short resume starting

in 1914 as war broke out. The stories are taken from

neighbours on the peninsular south of

Abberton, Langenhoe Fingringhoe, R

Wigborough, Salcott, Tollesbury, and Tolleshunt Major, Tolleshunt Knight

D’Arcy. Details of each man’s story are

However, here are abstracts from the men’s profiles highlighting what they endured.

Following that first weekend other groups from the area were caught up in this terrible 

war. Those on the move that weekend were

THE REGULARS (250,000 strong)

They were the first ones called up along with the Special Reservists. While many of 

the regulars were kept back to train the incoming recruits

fight in Belgium and France. The regulars were :

years old and signed for 12 years:  7 years with the Colours, 5 with the Reserves. 

THE OVERSEAS BATTALIO�S

The regiments tended to have one battalion based at home and another in an outpost 

of the Empire. The overseas battalions were on the move e.g. George Tuffee had been in 

Ireland with the 5th Lancers and Arthur Radford with the 1st

Within a few days the Indian A

winter as many still had only tropical kit.

THE   SPECIAL   RESERVES (350,000 strong)

They enlisted for 6 years and started with 6 months full time training. In

war they could be sent overseas. Many were ex
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CHAPTER 1 

“THEY WE�T TO WAR” 

 

starting with the events occurring on the Autumn 

. The stories are taken from the villages of South Winstree and its 

neighbours on the peninsular south of Colchester. Of concern here were the villages of 

angenhoe Fingringhoe, Rowhedge, Blackheath, Peldon, Little & Great 

Wigborough, Salcott, Tollesbury, and Tolleshunt Major, Tolleshunt Knight

. Details of each man’s story are held in the Memorial Books in the churches 

However, here are abstracts from the men’s profiles highlighting what they endured.

weekend other groups from the area were caught up in this terrible 

war. Those on the move that weekend were 

THE REGULARS (250,000 strong) 

They were the first ones called up along with the Special Reservists. While many of 

the regulars were kept back to train the incoming recruits, it was mainly the reservists sent to 

fight in Belgium and France. The regulars were :- Taller  than 5 foot 3 inches, 

years old and signed for 12 years:  7 years with the Colours, 5 with the Reserves. 

THE OVERSEAS BATTALIO�S 

to have one battalion based at home and another in an outpost 

overseas battalions were on the move e.g. George Tuffee had been in 

Lancers and Arthur Radford with the 1st Essex in India 

Within a few days the Indian Army was landing in Marseilles. They suffered terribly that first 

winter as many still had only tropical kit. 

THE   SPECIAL   RESERVES (350,000 strong) 

They enlisted for 6 years and started with 6 months full time training. In

sent overseas. Many were ex- regulars, who could enlist up to the age of 

Autumn Bank Holiday 

the villages of South Winstree and its 

were the villages of 

, Peldon, Little & Great 

Wigborough, Salcott, Tollesbury, and Tolleshunt Major, Tolleshunt Knights and Tolleshunt 

held in the Memorial Books in the churches 

However, here are abstracts from the men’s profiles highlighting what they endured. 

weekend other groups from the area were caught up in this terrible 

They were the first ones called up along with the Special Reservists. While many of 

it was mainly the reservists sent to 

Taller  than 5 foot 3 inches,  19 to 38 

years old and signed for 12 years:  7 years with the Colours, 5 with the Reserves.  

to have one battalion based at home and another in an outpost 

overseas battalions were on the move e.g. George Tuffee had been in 

 

rmy was landing in Marseilles. They suffered terribly that first 

They enlisted for 6 years and started with 6 months full time training. In the event of 

regulars, who could enlist up to the age of 



 

 

42. In our area the Army reservists were pouring off the trains at Colchester Town station to 

get kitted out at the Barracks. 

OLD CO�TEMPTIBLES 

The first to go into action in Belgium

Contemptibles” following the issue of

Kaiser Wilhelm II on 19th August 1914

“It is my Royal & Imperial command that you concentrate your energies, for the 

immediate present upon one single purpose, and that is that you address all your skill and all 

the valour of my soldiers to exterminate the treacherous English; walk over General 

French’s contemptible little army.”

The local men suffered heavily. The following from the above groups

THEOBALD, Frederick. He served in the 
Wigborough and was killed in action
Theobald, of Wigborough, Colchester. 

{London Gazette 26th July 1898. 
Lieutenant F. G. Theobald to be Lieutenant. Dated 27th July 1898.

THE A�GLO – BOER WAR 

“King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) served in the Anglo

period: December 1899 - May 1902. They were involved in Operations at Spion Kop, Vaal 

Krantz, Pieter's, Botha's Pass, Vryheid, Itala. They sustained the following casualties :

Casualties (officers): 11 Killed in Action, 0 Died of Disease, 9 wounded, 1 missing/prison

Casualties (men): 128 Killed in Action, 40 Died of Disease, 249 wounded, 66 

missing/prisoner.   

He went out Dateline Tilbury, June 23 rd 1900 The Pinemore sailed this afternoon 

with 8 officers, 314 men and 354 remounts and among other things, 5 bales of

the 1
st
 Inniskilling Fusiliers. Listed were: Royal Lancaster Regiment 

Borrett & 2nd Lieutenants L B Webster, F G Theobald, and F C Eaper

He returned to England in "The Montrose", which left for England Dec 11 1902 with 

the following on passage home: 2nd Battalion Royal Lancaster 

{London Gazette 26th February

the under mentioned 2nd Lieutenants to be Lieutenants to complete establishment Dated 13th 

February 1901; F. G. Theobald}
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In our area the Army reservists were pouring off the trains at Colchester Town station to 

 

The first to go into action in Belgium became immortalised as the “Old 

Contemptibles” following the issue of the following “ORDER OF THE DAY” given by 

Kaiser Wilhelm II on 19th August 1914 

“It is my Royal & Imperial command that you concentrate your energies, for the 

single purpose, and that is that you address all your skill and all 

the valour of my soldiers to exterminate the treacherous English; walk over General 

French’s contemptible little army.” 

The local men suffered heavily. The following from the above groups were killed

 

He served in the Royal Lancaster Regiment. He was from
illed in action on the 26 August 1914.   He was the 

Theobald, of Wigborough, Colchester.  

{London Gazette 26th July 1898.  “4th Battalion East Surrey Regiment,

Lieutenant F. G. Theobald to be Lieutenant. Dated 27th July 1898.” 

 

King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) served in the Anglo- Boer War during the 

May 1902. They were involved in Operations at Spion Kop, Vaal 

Krantz, Pieter's, Botha's Pass, Vryheid, Itala. They sustained the following casualties :

Casualties (officers): 11 Killed in Action, 0 Died of Disease, 9 wounded, 1 missing/prison

Casualties (men): 128 Killed in Action, 40 Died of Disease, 249 wounded, 66 

He went out Dateline Tilbury, June 23 rd 1900 The Pinemore sailed this afternoon 

with 8 officers, 314 men and 354 remounts and among other things, 5 bales of

Inniskilling Fusiliers. Listed were: Royal Lancaster Regiment – Lieutenant O C 

Borrett & 2nd Lieutenants L B Webster, F G Theobald, and F C Eaper 

He returned to England in "The Montrose", which left for England Dec 11 1902 with 

llowing on passage home: 2nd Battalion Royal Lancaster – Lieutenant F G Theobald

zette 26th February 1901 The King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

the under mentioned 2nd Lieutenants to be Lieutenants to complete establishment Dated 13th 

y 1901; F. G. Theobald} 

In our area the Army reservists were pouring off the trains at Colchester Town station to 

became immortalised as the “Old 

“ORDER OF THE DAY” given by 

“It is my Royal & Imperial command that you concentrate your energies, for the 

single purpose, and that is that you address all your skill and all 

the valour of my soldiers to exterminate the treacherous English; walk over General 

were killed in 1914:- 

. He was from Great 
He was the son of the Rev. F. 

4th Battalion East Surrey Regiment, Second 

Boer War during the 

May 1902. They were involved in Operations at Spion Kop, Vaal 

Krantz, Pieter's, Botha's Pass, Vryheid, Itala. They sustained the following casualties :- 

Casualties (officers): 11 Killed in Action, 0 Died of Disease, 9 wounded, 1 missing/prisoner 

Casualties (men): 128 Killed in Action, 40 Died of Disease, 249 wounded, 66 

He went out Dateline Tilbury, June 23 rd 1900 The Pinemore sailed this afternoon 

with 8 officers, 314 men and 354 remounts and among other things, 5 bales of comforts for 

Lieutenant O C 

He returned to England in "The Montrose", which left for England Dec 11 1902 with 

Lieutenant F G Theobald 

King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

the under mentioned 2nd Lieutenants to be Lieutenants to complete establishment Dated 13th 
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{London Gazette 12 January 1909 The King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) 

Captain Frederick G Theobald is seconded for service on the Staff. Dated 17th December 

1908}” 

GREAT WAR 

The 1st Battalion of the King's Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment) in August 1914 was 

in Dover as part of 12th Brigade, 4th Division. The 4th was one of the first Divisions to move 

to France, arriving just in time to join the hard-pressed Divisions of II Corps at the Battle of 

Le Cateau. The 4th Division remained on the Western Front throughout the war. 

“By nightfall of the 25 August 1914 the retreating II Corps was being closely pursued 

by the German 1st Army. I Corps was some way away to the east, and although the newly-

arrived 4th Division was moving up alongside II Corps it was clear that the disorganised and 

greatly fatigued units faced a calamity the next day if the withdrawal was forced to continue. 

Corps Commander Horace Smith-Dorrien ordered II Corps to stand and fight. The units of 

the Corps were arranged in the open downs to the west of the small town of Le Cateau.    For 

long hours during the morning of the 26th August, the British, notably the field artillery, held 

overwhelming numbers of the enemy at bay and inflicted severe loss. Miraculously, the Corps 

disengaged and withdrew towards the south during the afternoon. Smith-Dorrien's decision 

to turn II Corps around from retreat and to stand against the German advance at Le Cateau 

paid off handsomely. Serious losses were inflicted on the Germans and another delay 

imposed on their Paris timetable.    The total British casualties amounted to 7,812 of all 

ranks, killed, wounded and missing. 38 guns were lost.” 

 

He earned the following medals: - Queen's medal for South Africa; King's medal for South 
Africa; Mons Star 1914; !914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory medal 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead LA FERTE-SOUS-JOUARRE 
MEMORIAL 



 

 

FELGATE, Edward. He served as a private in the
September 1914   

The first man to die from Abberton was Edward Felgate, the Baker’s son.  He took 
part in a minor action in a clash between German and British cavalry in which 3 VCs were 
awarded to the RHA for saving their guns. 
mere private, but for the fact his officer’s death and the repatriation of the officer’s body was 
publicized 

“On 3 August 1914 Aldershot Command ordered mobilisation, two days ahead of the 

rest of the country. It was not unexpected; all leave had been sto

preliminary preparations had been put in hand. The Queen’s Bays, along with the 5th 

Dragoon Guards and the 11th Hussars, formed part of the 1st Cavalry Brigade, commanded 

by Brigadier General C. J. Briggs, himself a King’s Dragoon G

Cavalry Division under General Allenby

Edward was serving in a section under 

fought a rear guard action. The following is a letter describing how he died and also 

how Edward was killed.(  Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914)

Madam, (The Lady Champion de Crespigny) In answer to your letter, I will explain all that 

occurred on the 1st of September at Eery. The 1st Cavalry Brigade were surprised about 5.30 

am.; our horses were picketed down and we were drawing rations when the Germans opened 

fire on the camp with 12 field guns and several Maxims. Your son was in charge of the 

Queen's Bays, who were told to hold an important position, which they did, mowing the 

advancing Germans down. Your son alone advanced from that position with revolver drawn 

with the fixed idea of getting behind the enemy's guns and shooting down the gunners, as they 

were playing havoc with our men and horses, but he fell hit by shrapnel. I saw hi

another officer carried away into some houses nearby. I served under your son in India when 

in the 1st (Kings) Dragoon Guards, and knew him as a gentlemen and thorough sportsman, 

and if ever a VC was won he won it that morning. I think this is all I 

Thanking you for all your kindness to me, I am Madam, Yours respectfully, Cpl A. F. Wills 

5th Dragoon Guards   

A Lieutenant Lamb reported “When the battle had ended, somewhere about 10 am, 

we helped to collect the wounded and cleared up, collecti

equipment. It was my first sight of multiple deaths in battle with many men and horses, both 

German and British, dead. At the count I think the Queen's Bays lost about 150 horses, at 

least half of that number killed, the others

men were killed and perhaps about fifty wounded. That is not counting men and horses of the 

other regiments such as 'L' Battery, R.H.A., and the heroes of the day.”
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He served as a private in the Queen’s Bays and was killed on the

first man to die from Abberton was Edward Felgate, the Baker’s son.  He took 
part in a minor action in a clash between German and British cavalry in which 3 VCs were 
awarded to the RHA for saving their guns. Edward’s fate would not have come to light 
mere private, but for the fact his officer’s death and the repatriation of the officer’s body was 

On 3 August 1914 Aldershot Command ordered mobilisation, two days ahead of the 

rest of the country. It was not unexpected; all leave had been stopped a week earlier and 

preliminary preparations had been put in hand. The Queen’s Bays, along with the 5th 

Dragoon Guards and the 11th Hussars, formed part of the 1st Cavalry Brigade, commanded 

by Brigadier General C. J. Briggs, himself a King’s Dragoon Guard. They were part of the 

Cavalry Division under General Allenby.” 

Edward was serving in a section under Lieutenant Champion de Crespigny, who 

fought a rear guard action. The following is a letter describing how he died and also 

.(  Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914)

Madam, (The Lady Champion de Crespigny) In answer to your letter, I will explain all that 

occurred on the 1st of September at Eery. The 1st Cavalry Brigade were surprised about 5.30 

horses were picketed down and we were drawing rations when the Germans opened 

fire on the camp with 12 field guns and several Maxims. Your son was in charge of the 

Bays, who were told to hold an important position, which they did, mowing the 

ing Germans down. Your son alone advanced from that position with revolver drawn 

with the fixed idea of getting behind the enemy's guns and shooting down the gunners, as they 

were playing havoc with our men and horses, but he fell hit by shrapnel. I saw hi

another officer carried away into some houses nearby. I served under your son in India when 

in the 1st (Kings) Dragoon Guards, and knew him as a gentlemen and thorough sportsman, 

and if ever a VC was won he won it that morning. I think this is all I can say. 

Thanking you for all your kindness to me, I am Madam, Yours respectfully, Cpl A. F. Wills 

A Lieutenant Lamb reported “When the battle had ended, somewhere about 10 am, 

we helped to collect the wounded and cleared up, collecting bits and pieces of useful 

equipment. It was my first sight of multiple deaths in battle with many men and horses, both 

German and British, dead. At the count I think the Queen's Bays lost about 150 horses, at 

least half of that number killed, the others lost by stampeding. One officer and three or four 

men were killed and perhaps about fifty wounded. That is not counting men and horses of the 

other regiments such as 'L' Battery, R.H.A., and the heroes of the day.” 

Queen’s Bays and was killed on the 1 

first man to die from Abberton was Edward Felgate, the Baker’s son.  He took 
part in a minor action in a clash between German and British cavalry in which 3 VCs were 

te would not have come to light as a 
mere private, but for the fact his officer’s death and the repatriation of the officer’s body was 

On 3 August 1914 Aldershot Command ordered mobilisation, two days ahead of the 

pped a week earlier and 

preliminary preparations had been put in hand. The Queen’s Bays, along with the 5th 

Dragoon Guards and the 11th Hussars, formed part of the 1st Cavalry Brigade, commanded 

uard. They were part of the 

Champion de Crespigny, who 

fought a rear guard action. The following is a letter describing how he died and also in effect 

.(  Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914) Dear 

Madam, (The Lady Champion de Crespigny) In answer to your letter, I will explain all that 

occurred on the 1st of September at Eery. The 1st Cavalry Brigade were surprised about 5.30 

horses were picketed down and we were drawing rations when the Germans opened 

fire on the camp with 12 field guns and several Maxims. Your son was in charge of the 

Bays, who were told to hold an important position, which they did, mowing the 

ing Germans down. Your son alone advanced from that position with revolver drawn 

with the fixed idea of getting behind the enemy's guns and shooting down the gunners, as they 

were playing havoc with our men and horses, but he fell hit by shrapnel. I saw him and 

another officer carried away into some houses nearby. I served under your son in India when 

in the 1st (Kings) Dragoon Guards, and knew him as a gentlemen and thorough sportsman, 

can say.  

Thanking you for all your kindness to me, I am Madam, Yours respectfully, Cpl A. F. Wills 

A Lieutenant Lamb reported “When the battle had ended, somewhere about 10 am, 

ng bits and pieces of useful 

equipment. It was my first sight of multiple deaths in battle with many men and horses, both 

German and British, dead. At the count I think the Queen's Bays lost about 150 horses, at 

lost by stampeding. One officer and three or four 

men were killed and perhaps about fifty wounded. That is not counting men and horses of the 



 

 

Edward was awarded the Allied Vic

Star for France (The "Mons" Medal

being awarded after his death in France

)

The 2nd Dragoons (Queen's Bays) during the retreat from Mons. They were surprised at 
breakfast, while dismounted by enemy artillery. 
Crespigny 

Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914 carried the following i

LIEUT. NORMAN CHAMPION

FUNERAL AT CHAMPION LODGE

“Lieut. Claude Norman Champion de Crespigny of the Queen’s Bays, son of Sir Claude 

and Lady Ch. de Crespigny, who met a hero’s death in what was described as a seco

Balaclava in an action at Compiégne on Sept.1, was buried yesterday at the Crescent (the 

private family mausoleum at Champion Lodge), near Maldon, with full military honours. The 

gallant young officer and a few men held an important tactical point until

killed or wounded. The deceased was buried at Néry, near Compiégne, but the body was 

disinterred and brought to England. The exhumation was a difficult matter, for the body was 

in a grave with 17 others, and all the military badges had been 

Identification was, however, established by the deceased’s name being on the neckband of 

his shirt. The body, enclosed in a coffin of polished oak, with silver

London on Monday, and was conveyed to Maldon b
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was awarded the Allied Victory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 

Star for France (The "Mons" Medal). His medal card shows the date 15th September 1914, 

being awarded after his death in France 

he 2nd Dragoons (Queen's Bays) during the retreat from Mons. They were surprised at 
breakfast, while dismounted by enemy artillery. On the left Lieutenant Norman Champion de 

Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914 carried the following i

AMPION DE CRESPIGNY. BODY BROUGHT FROM FRANCE 

FUNERAL AT CHAMPION LODGE 

Lieut. Claude Norman Champion de Crespigny of the Queen’s Bays, son of Sir Claude 

and Lady Ch. de Crespigny, who met a hero’s death in what was described as a seco

Balaclava in an action at Compiégne on Sept.1, was buried yesterday at the Crescent (the 

private family mausoleum at Champion Lodge), near Maldon, with full military honours. The 

gallant young officer and a few men held an important tactical point until every man was 

killed or wounded. The deceased was buried at Néry, near Compiégne, but the body was 

disinterred and brought to England. The exhumation was a difficult matter, for the body was 

in a grave with 17 others, and all the military badges had been cut off his uniform. 

Identification was, however, established by the deceased’s name being on the neckband of 

his shirt. The body, enclosed in a coffin of polished oak, with silver-plated furniture, arrived in 

London on Monday, and was conveyed to Maldon by train on Tuesday. Major General 

tory Medal, The British War Medal and the 1914 

shows the date 15th September 1914, 

 

he 2nd Dragoons (Queen's Bays) during the retreat from Mons. They were surprised at 
On the left Lieutenant Norman Champion de 

Essex County Chronicle, Friday November 13, 1914 carried the following item 

DE CRESPIGNY. BODY BROUGHT FROM FRANCE 

Lieut. Claude Norman Champion de Crespigny of the Queen’s Bays, son of Sir Claude 

and Lady Ch. de Crespigny, who met a hero’s death in what was described as a second 

Balaclava in an action at Compiégne on Sept.1, was buried yesterday at the Crescent (the 

private family mausoleum at Champion Lodge), near Maldon, with full military honours. The 

every man was 

killed or wounded. The deceased was buried at Néry, near Compiégne, but the body was 

disinterred and brought to England. The exhumation was a difficult matter, for the body was 

cut off his uniform. 

Identification was, however, established by the deceased’s name being on the neckband of 

plated furniture, arrived in 

y train on Tuesday. Major General 



 

 

Heath, of the South Midland Division, sent a gun carriage, on which the remains were 

conveyed to Champion Lodge. Sir Claude and Lady de

the coffin to their residence, Sir Claude walking

For the funeral the 7th Worcestershires provided the firing party (H Company); band 

and escort (D Company); The Queen’s Bays the bearers and trumpeters; and the 

Warwickshires the gun, a 15-pounder. Capt. Grosvenor was in charge of

 Edward was buried at Nery in a mass grave. However the interesting point is that 

the Queen’s Bays were the rear guard and left at 10 am on their way to the Marne. 

Somebody buried the men and stripped them of identification. The grave was the

German hands. It must have taken a lot of organization to get his body exhumed and moved 

to neutral Holland to be shipped to Essex.

 Picture of Edward’s grave 

TUFFEE, George. He was a private in the 

34. George was killed in Action 

He was born in Gravesend, Kent. Son of James and Clair Tuffee, of 1, Cambrian 
Grove, Gravesend, Kent; husband of Rosella Tuffee, of 18, George St., 
enlisted in Chatham and served in the South African War. Residence in "Soldier
Great War" shown as Rowhedge

The Boer War in 1899,  

This was the first major war the 5th Royal Irish fought as Lancers
embarked from India for Africa they had acquired a fine reputation; General Officer 
Commanding Bengal described them as: "
saw a better." But the Boer War demonstrated that the new century required new tactics. The 
invention of smokeless gunpowder and rapid firing rifles meant that the role of the cavalry 
had to change, although the 5th Lancers did make a traditional cavalry charge at Elandslaagte 
on the 21st October 1899. Subsequently, the Regiment had the dubious ho
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Heath, of the South Midland Division, sent a gun carriage, on which the remains were 

conveyed to Champion Lodge. Sir Claude and Lady de Crespigny met the train and followed 

the coffin to their residence, Sir Claude walking behind the gun carriage. 

For the funeral the 7th Worcestershires provided the firing party (H Company); band 

and escort (D Company); The Queen’s Bays the bearers and trumpeters; and the 

pounder. Capt. Grosvenor was in charge of the troops.

Edward was buried at Nery in a mass grave. However the interesting point is that 

the Queen’s Bays were the rear guard and left at 10 am on their way to the Marne. 

Somebody buried the men and stripped them of identification. The grave was the

German hands. It must have taken a lot of organization to get his body exhumed and moved 

to neutral Holland to be shipped to Essex. 

Picture of Edward’s grave Verberie French National Cemetery

 

He was a private in the "A" Squadron of the 5th Lancers

illed in Action on the 20/09/1914. His service No: 5769.  

He was born in Gravesend, Kent. Son of James and Clair Tuffee, of 1, Cambrian 
Grove, Gravesend, Kent; husband of Rosella Tuffee, of 18, George St., Colch

erved in the South African War. Residence in "Soldier
as Rowhedge 

was the first major war the 5th Royal Irish fought as Lancers   
rom India for Africa they had acquired a fine reputation; General Officer 

Commanding Bengal described them as: "A first rate Regiment in first rate order; I never 

." But the Boer War demonstrated that the new century required new tactics. The 
nvention of smokeless gunpowder and rapid firing rifles meant that the role of the cavalry 
had to change, although the 5th Lancers did make a traditional cavalry charge at Elandslaagte 
on the 21st October 1899. Subsequently, the Regiment had the dubious honour of being 

Heath, of the South Midland Division, sent a gun carriage, on which the remains were 

Crespigny met the train and followed 

For the funeral the 7th Worcestershires provided the firing party (H Company); band 

and escort (D Company); The Queen’s Bays the bearers and trumpeters; and the 

the troops.” 

Edward was buried at Nery in a mass grave. However the interesting point is that 

the Queen’s Bays were the rear guard and left at 10 am on their way to the Marne. 

Somebody buried the men and stripped them of identification. The grave was then in 

German hands. It must have taken a lot of organization to get his body exhumed and moved 

 

Verberie French National Cemetery 

5th Lancers. He was aged 

 

He was born in Gravesend, Kent. Son of James and Clair Tuffee, of 1, Cambrian 
Colchester.  He 

erved in the South African War. Residence in "Soldiers Died in the 

 By the time they 
rom India for Africa they had acquired a fine reputation; General Officer 

A first rate Regiment in first rate order; I never 

." But the Boer War demonstrated that the new century required new tactics. The 
nvention of smokeless gunpowder and rapid firing rifles meant that the role of the cavalry 
had to change, although the 5th Lancers did make a traditional cavalry charge at Elandslaagte 

nour of being 
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besieged in the town of Ladysmith in General Sir George White's garrison; the Boers 
besieged the garrison for four months before it was eventually relieved. So short were the 
rations that one officer wrote: "Emaciated troop horse was issued to the troops in a disguised 

and more palatable form - as paste, sausage meat and even calves-foot jelly." 

The Curragh Mutiny in1914 

“Whilst in Dublin the 5th Royal Irish Lancers came under the command of Brigadier 

Gough (along with other cavalry regiments) and became embroiled in the political turmoil 

gripping Ireland at that time. The refusal of Protestant Ulstermen to accept home rule and 

their subsequent formation of the Ulster Volunteer Force gave rise to the situation where 

officers may be ordered to use force against the Ulstermen. General Paget, GOC Irish 

Command, mistakenly informed his Brigade commanders that their officers had the option of 

action against Ulster or resignation. Eighteen of the twenty serving officers in the regiment 

chose to resign their commissions rather than fight their fellow Ulstermen. Many refused to 

retract their resignations when interviewed by their superiors. This prompted the summoning 

of the commanding officer of the 5th (along with the other lancer regiments) to the War 

Office in London to explain their selves. Matters were settled when the Secretary of State for 

War and the Chief of the Imperial Staff resigned.”  

World War 1   

“The 5th Lancers, as part of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade, were heavily involved and 

played a major role in the initial mobile actions fought by the BEF. They gained the 

distinction of being the last cavalry regiment to withdraw from Mons during the retreat; they 

also had the privilege to be the first British regiment to re-enter Mons after the pursuit in 

Eovember 1918. George fell during the 1914 Mons campaign.  

 

He earned the Queen's & King's Boer War Medal  1914 Mons Star1914-20 War 
Medal  1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

 



 

 

He is commemorated at the Commonwealth War Dead

JOUARRE MEMORIAL 

JOH�STO�, John. He is shown under 
Gordon Highlanders: 2nd Battalion.
killed on the 27/10/1914. His s
Johnston, of 24, Chapel St., Colchester.

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Cairo.

Southampton on 1 October 1914.

Brigade, 7th Division. The 7th Division was formed during September and very early 

October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the 

British Empire. They were initially

1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they arrived the city was 

already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain important bridges and other 

places that would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian Army. Once the Belgians were 

through, the Division were moved westwards, where they entrenched in front of Ypres, the 

first British troops to occupy that fateful place.

The Battles of Ypres   19 October 

“As the BEF advanced, it clashed with an enemy that turned out to be five times 

larger than itself; the difference in artillery was even greater. The army dug in and defended 

against wave after wave of attack, under fierce shellfire. Gradually,

position - it would be inaccurate to yet call it a line 

and road junction saw heavy fighting and the names became immortalised. Zandvoorde; 

Gheluvelt; Langemarck; Zonnebeke; Hooge. British casualti

October and 30 Eovember 1914

of which 372 were officers. (R

He earned the Mons star; the 1914
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the Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: LA FERTE

 

He is shown under Rowhedge   He served as a Lance Corporal
Gordon Highlanders: 2nd Battalion. 20th Brigade, 7th Division. He was age

. His service Number was 743 He was the husband of Caroline 
Johnston, of 24, Chapel St., Colchester.  

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Cairo.  They returned to UK, arriving 

Southampton on 1 October 1914.  As of October 1914 they were attached to the 20th 

Brigade, 7th Division. The 7th Division was formed during September and very early 

October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the 

British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at Zeebrugge on 6 October 

1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they arrived the city was 

already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain important bridges and other 

elp the westward evacuation of the Belgian Army. Once the Belgians were 

through, the Division were moved westwards, where they entrenched in front of Ypres, the 

first British troops to occupy that fateful place.  

19 October - 22 �ovember 1914.  

As the BEF advanced, it clashed with an enemy that turned out to be five times 

larger than itself; the difference in artillery was even greater. The army dug in and defended 

against wave after wave of attack, under fierce shellfire. Gradually, the British forward 

it would be inaccurate to yet call it a line - was pushed back. Each village, wood 

and road junction saw heavy fighting and the names became immortalised. Zandvoorde; 

Gheluvelt; Langemarck; Zonnebeke; Hooge. British casualties in the Ypres area between 14 

October and 30 Eovember 1914: the 7
th

 Division lost 9,865 men killed, wounded or prisoner

were officers. (Reference website "Long Long Trail")”  

 

He earned the Mons star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Cemetery: LA FERTE-SOUS-

Lance Corporal with the 
ged 21. He was 

usband of Caroline 

They returned to UK, arriving 

f October 1914 they were attached to the 20th 

Brigade, 7th Division. The 7th Division was formed during September and very early 

October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the 

moved to Belgium, landing at Zeebrugge on 6 October 

1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they arrived the city was 

already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain important bridges and other 

elp the westward evacuation of the Belgian Army. Once the Belgians were 

through, the Division were moved westwards, where they entrenched in front of Ypres, the 

As the BEF advanced, it clashed with an enemy that turned out to be five times 

larger than itself; the difference in artillery was even greater. The army dug in and defended 

the British forward 

was pushed back. Each village, wood 

and road junction saw heavy fighting and the names became immortalised. Zandvoorde; 

es in the Ypres area between 14 

wounded or prisoner: 

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

He was buried in a Commonwealth War Grave Reference: III. A. 15. Cemetery: 
BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY 

 GOODHART

2nd Signal Company.  He died of Enteric 

28055. He had been awarded the

He was born at Fox Bay in the

attended Haileybury College between 1908 & 1913. 

Essex. He enlisted at Chatham, Kent

The Daily Mirror of October 23 singled out Corporal E J Goodhart’s "
Distinguished Conduct" for special comment: it was given for "conveying messages under 

very dangerous circumstances by day and night
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He was buried in a Commonwealth War Grave Reference: III. A. 15. Cemetery: 
BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY  

  

GOODHART, Eric DCM. He was a Serjeant in the Royal Engineers 

2nd Signal Company.  He died of Enteric fever on the 11/12/1914. His service 

. He had been awarded the DCM and Medaille Militaire (France). 

He was born at Fox Bay in the Falkland Islands on the 13 November 1893

ttended Haileybury College between 1908 & 1913. He was the son of J. S Goodh

Essex. He enlisted at Chatham, Kent 

The Daily Mirror of October 23 singled out Corporal E J Goodhart’s "
Distinguished Conduct" for special comment: it was given for "conveying messages under 

very dangerous circumstances by day and night, and never failing to deliver his messages"

 

He was buried in a Commonwealth War Grave Reference: III. A. 15. Cemetery: 

He was a Serjeant in the Royal Engineers 

ervice number was 

13 November 1893. He 

on of J. S Goodhart JP of 

The Daily Mirror of October 23 singled out Corporal E J Goodhart’s "Medal for 

Distinguished Conduct" for special comment: it was given for "conveying messages under 

, and never failing to deliver his messages" 
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11/02/1915 issue of the Haileyburian: taken from the Morning Post of December 
16th: "Motor Despatch Rider’s Funeral" The funeral of Sergeant Goodhart, of the Royal 

Engineers, who was awarded the DCM in the field, and was also made a member of the 

French Legion of Honour, took place with military honours at Colchester yesterday. Sgt 

Goodhart, who was educated at Haileybury and subsequently at Heidelberg, was an 

undergraduate at Clare College, Cambridge., when the war broke out, and he immediately 

enlisted. He was employed as a motor despatch rider on the Staff of Sir John French, and 

owing to his excellent knowledge of German, he evaded capture on several occasions. 

Sergeant Goodhart, who was 20 years of age, was born in the Falkland Islands, where his 

father owns considerable property. He succumbed to enteric fever whilst on furlough from 

the front.  

 

Cemetery: EAST DONYLAND CEMETERY 

 

Awarded the DCM for action during the "Retreat from Mons" & Medaille Militaire (France). 

Below are the Names of the Fallen in the Cloisters at Haileybury including that of Eric. 

 



 

 

 He is also commemorated in the above panels at Christ Church Cathedral in the 
Falkland Is 

Note: He was one of 6 men from the small fishing po

the second highest gallantry award of the DCM

FRA�CIS DCM,  Reginald.  He served as a private He was aged 22 in action

16/12/1914 and killed at Le Cateau

26th August 1914. He was from

26th AUGUST 1914  

“The 2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment was part of 14th Brigade, 5th Division and 

based in the Curragh, Ireland, on the outbreak of war. It sailed from Dublin for Le Havre,

and on arrival in France numbered 28 officers and 971 Other Ranks. Commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel C.A.H.Brett DSO, it moved up to take part in the Battle of Mons, where it 

had two companies in the line along the Mons

Mons, reaching Le Cateau by the 25th August. After bivouacking at the cross

Le Cateau, it moved to the high ground nearby on the 26th and came under repeated attacks, 

from infantry, shell fire and machine gun fire. During one bombardme

Brett was mortally wounded. The Germans massed for a final attack at 2.30pm, and called 

upon the Suffolks to surrender. Attacks came from the front and right flanks, but the battalion 

was only finally overrun when the Germans worked t

Suffolks’ positions. The survivors got away to Bohain, and mustered for a roll call in St 

Quentin which only showed 2 Officers and 111 Other Ranks left. The majority of the losses 

were men who were wounded and taken prison

from the battalion became prisoners of war in this action

The Citation read: -“Private Francis DCM Special Reserve attached to the 2nd 

Battalion was awarded the DCM for conspicuous gallantry on 15th December 191

Kemmel, in voluntarily taking a message over very dangerous ground. His destination was 

150 yards in front and he was killed after covering 80yds of the distance
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He is also commemorated in the above panels at Christ Church Cathedral in the 

He was one of 6 men from the small fishing port of Rowhedge to be awarded 

award of the DCM 

 

.  He served as a private He was aged 22 in action

Le Cateau with the 2nd Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment

26th August 1914. He was from Rowhedge. His service number was 7992 

“The 2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment was part of 14th Brigade, 5th Division and 

based in the Curragh, Ireland, on the outbreak of war. It sailed from Dublin for Le Havre,

and on arrival in France numbered 28 officers and 971 Other Ranks. Commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel C.A.H.Brett DSO, it moved up to take part in the Battle of Mons, where it 

had two companies in the line along the Mons-Conde canal. It began with the Retrea

Mons, reaching Le Cateau by the 25th August. After bivouacking at the cross

Le Cateau, it moved to the high ground nearby on the 26th and came under repeated attacks, 

from infantry, shell fire and machine gun fire. During one bombardment Lieutenant Colonel 

Brett was mortally wounded. The Germans massed for a final attack at 2.30pm, and called 

upon the Suffolks to surrender. Attacks came from the front and right flanks, but the battalion 

was only finally overrun when the Germans worked their way round to the rear of the 

positions. The survivors got away to Bohain, and mustered for a roll call in St 

Quentin which only showed 2 Officers and 111 Other Ranks left. The majority of the losses 

were men who were wounded and taken prisoner; it is estimated that more than 500 men 

from the battalion became prisoners of war in this action”. 

Private Francis DCM Special Reserve attached to the 2nd 

Battalion was awarded the DCM for conspicuous gallantry on 15th December 191

Kemmel, in voluntarily taking a message over very dangerous ground. His destination was 

150 yards in front and he was killed after covering 80yds of the distance.”  

 

He is also commemorated in the above panels at Christ Church Cathedral in the 

rt of Rowhedge to be awarded 

.  He served as a private He was aged 22 in action on the 

with the 2nd Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment on the 

 

“The 2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment was part of 14th Brigade, 5th Division and 

based in the Curragh, Ireland, on the outbreak of war. It sailed from Dublin for Le Havre, 

and on arrival in France numbered 28 officers and 971 Other Ranks. Commanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel C.A.H.Brett DSO, it moved up to take part in the Battle of Mons, where it 

with the Retreat from 

Mons, reaching Le Cateau by the 25th August. After bivouacking at the cross-roads west of 

Le Cateau, it moved to the high ground nearby on the 26th and came under repeated attacks, 

nt Lieutenant Colonel 

Brett was mortally wounded. The Germans massed for a final attack at 2.30pm, and called 

upon the Suffolks to surrender. Attacks came from the front and right flanks, but the battalion 

heir way round to the rear of the 

positions. The survivors got away to Bohain, and mustered for a roll call in St 

Quentin which only showed 2 Officers and 111 Other Ranks left. The majority of the losses 

er; it is estimated that more than 500 men 

Private Francis DCM Special Reserve attached to the 2nd 

Battalion was awarded the DCM for conspicuous gallantry on 15th December 1914, near 

Kemmel, in voluntarily taking a message over very dangerous ground. His destination was 

 



 

 

  Awarded the DCM for action during the "Retreat from Mons” plus he also earne
Mons star the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914

He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall Cottage, Rowhedge
Reginald was the older brother of Fred and Minnie. H
enlisted in Clare. He is commemorated on the 
Reference: Panel 21 YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL

Notes: He was another of the 6 men from the small fishing port of Rowhedge to be 
awarded the second highest award of the DCM

While he was one of the first to 
The brother’s details are as follows:

FRA�CIS, Frederick Benjamin

12th Battalion of the Royal Scots
with the Service Number 14157 (Catalogue reference WO 372/7)
on the 20/10/1918  

 He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall C
the death of his older brother Reginald Francis DCM, the family moved to Chesh
Cottage, Church St., Boxted, Essex. 
Census shows his mother, Mary Francis aged 35 and born at Norfolk Kings Lynn living in 
Essex at Bradfield with his father Benjamin Francis aged 38, born in Norfolk at Fersfield. His 
father was listed as a Gardener Domestic. There are a number of children listed including 
apparently those belonging to Ben's brother. Amongst these are
Reginald Francis aged 9. They 
in Colchester. 

Prior to going overseas to join the Royal Scots he had served with the 25th Training 
Reserve Battalion as number 9/588 (presumably on the Permanent 
Training Reserve Battalions were formed on 01/09/1916 out of existing Reserve Battalions of 
Infantry Regiments (e.g. 12 and 14 Essex) and not
given conscription and the uneven numbers coming fo
in each age cohort that no longer could r
their own area to their own Battalions. The Trainin
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Awarded the DCM for action during the "Retreat from Mons” plus he also earne
1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall Cottage, Rowhedge
Reginald was the older brother of Fred and Minnie. He was born in Bradfield,

ommemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

He was another of the 6 men from the small fishing port of Rowhedge to be 
awarded the second highest award of the DCM 

While he was one of the first to die his younger brother Frederick was one of the last.
The brother’s details are as follows: 

 

Frederick Benjamin He served as a private with service number 353210
Royal Scots Regiment. He has formerly served with the 

Service Number 14157 (Catalogue reference WO 372/7).  Aged 21

He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall Cottage, Rowhedge.
lder brother Reginald Francis DCM, the family moved to Chesh

Cottage, Church St., Boxted, Essex. He was born at Bradfield, Manningtree. The 1901 
Census shows his mother, Mary Francis aged 35 and born at Norfolk Kings Lynn living in 

ith his father Benjamin Francis aged 38, born in Norfolk at Fersfield. His 
Gardener Domestic. There are a number of children listed including 

apparently those belonging to Ben's brother. Amongst these are Frederick Francis aged 3
. They are all born & living in Essex at Bradfield. Frederick enlisted 

Prior to going overseas to join the Royal Scots he had served with the 25th Training 
Reserve Battalion as number 9/588 (presumably on the Permanent Staff). The numbered 
Training Reserve Battalions were formed on 01/09/1916 out of existing Reserve Battalions of 

(e.g. 12 and 14 Essex) and not Territorial ones. It was recognition that 
given conscription and the uneven numbers coming forward from Regimental recruiting areas 

ge cohort that no longer could regiments expect to train, hold and post men from 
their own area to their own Battalions. The Training Reserves were staffed by the r

Awarded the DCM for action during the "Retreat from Mons” plus he also earned the 

He was the son of Benjamin and Mary S. Francis, of Hall Cottage, Rowhedge. 
e was born in Bradfield, Essex He 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial 

He was another of the 6 men from the small fishing port of Rowhedge to be 

die his younger brother Frederick was one of the last. 

service number 353210 in the 
He has formerly served with the Essex Regiment 

21 he died of illness 

ottage, Rowhedge. After 
lder brother Reginald Francis DCM, the family moved to Cheshnuts 

orn at Bradfield, Manningtree. The 1901 
Census shows his mother, Mary Francis aged 35 and born at Norfolk Kings Lynn living in 

ith his father Benjamin Francis aged 38, born in Norfolk at Fersfield. His 
Gardener Domestic. There are a number of children listed including 

Frederick Francis aged 3 & 
Frederick enlisted 

Prior to going overseas to join the Royal Scots he had served with the 25th Training 
Staff). The numbered 

Training Reserve Battalions were formed on 01/09/1916 out of existing Reserve Battalions of 
recognition that 

rward from Regimental recruiting areas 
egiments expect to train, hold and post men from 

g Reserves were staffed by the regiments 



 

 

on a District basis, the Recruits w
out were posted to the units of their District (i.e. No 9 District, Warley, the Norfolks, 
Suffolks, Bedfords, Essex and Northants) They could also be sent to completely alien 
Regiments. He went overseas 30

He earned the 1914
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on a District basis, the Recruits wore a General Service button as a cap badge, and on passing 
out were posted to the units of their District (i.e. No 9 District, Warley, the Norfolks, 
Suffolks, Bedfords, Essex and Northants) They could also be sent to completely alien 

erseas 30th August 1915. 

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

He was one of the last to die in the war, some 3 weeks before the Armistice. He was a 
prisoner of war at the time of his death. He is buried in the Commonwealth War Grave 
Szczypiorno P.O.W. Cemetery. POZNAN OLD GARRISON CEMETERY
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Local lads at camp 1912 

ore a General Service button as a cap badge, and on passing 
out were posted to the units of their District (i.e. No 9 District, Warley, the Norfolks, 
Suffolks, Bedfords, Essex and Northants) They could also be sent to completely alien 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

He was one of the last to die in the war, some 3 weeks before the Armistice. He was a 
Commonwealth War Grave at 

Szczypiorno P.O.W. Cemetery. POZNAN OLD GARRISON CEMETERY 
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The Territorials were formed in1908 from the old Militia units. Typically 2 battalions 

were assigned to each County Regiment. Ages were between 18 and 38. In event of war they 

could be called up for the duration. Initially, service overseas was VOLUNTARY. This 

changed in 1915  

Many within our Roll of Honour were “Terriers” at opposite ends of the spectrum are:- 

  

 COUSI�S, Herbert Golding was the Regimental Serjeant Major of the 
Essex Regiment 10th Battalion.53rd Brigade, 18th Division He was aged 35 when he died of 
wounds from a shell which struck Battalion HQ on the 25/10/1918. His service number was 
250020.He was the son of Walter and Elizabeth Cousins, of Stoke-by-Nayland, Colchester; 
husband of Sarah Hannah Cousins, of C. W. and E. Cottage, Regent St., Rowhedge, 
Colchester. He was born, Stoke-by-Nayland and enlisted at Wivenhoe. 

  

Herbert with his wife & daughter Agnes 

Originally believed in the 2nd Volunteer Battalion of the Essex Regiment, with which 
he continued his service with the 5th Battalion Essex Regiment, as it became in 1908. 
Initially he served with the number 495 but from 03/1917 as 250020, prior to his posting to 



 

 

the 10th Battalion Overseas. He was promoted to Warrant Officer II on the 27th February 
1915, while still serving with the 5th Battalion.

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, September 1914, as part of K2. At 

that time it was attached to the 53rd Brigade, 18th Division. His Division was involved in the 

following battles after his arrival in France:

The Battle of Pilckem (first phase of Third Battle of Ypres) in this action, the Division 

helped capture Westhoek. The Battle 

(53rd Brigade) The First Battle of Passchendaele (seventh phase of the Third Battle of Ypres) 

The Second Battle of Passchendaele (eighth phase of the Third Battle of Ypres) The Battle of 

St Quentin (first phase of the First Battles of the Somme 1918) The Battle of the Avre (fifth 

phase of the First Battles of the Somme 1918) The Actions of Villers

of the First Battles of the Somme 1918) The Battle of Amiens The Battle of Albert (f

of the Second Battles of the Somme 1918)

of the Hindenburg Line) The Battle of the St Quentin Canal (fourth phase of the Battles of the 

Hindenburg Line) The Battle of the Selle The Battle of th

by the shelling of Battalion HQ in the line near Bousies Wood Farm, circa 3 miles EE of Le 

Cateau and WSW of Hecq, short of where the 10th Battalion made its last fight in Eovembe

It was during a relief period and some lo
also killed. 

See Colchester Telegraph 17/12/1918 and the Essex Chronicle Roll of Honour, 1918, 
which records that he was a member of the Essex County Rifle Team, and had 18 years 
Territorial service. 

The Essex County Standard 30 November 1918 records "
news, received by his young wife, that her husband, Regt.

Cousins, aged 35 years, died in hospital at Le Cateau, France. on October 25th after having 

been severely wounded by gun shot in the chest and forearms.

caused his death). Deceased, who had been four months in France, was at camp when war 

broke out, and had been 18 years in the Territorials. Previous to his leaving for Franc

7,000 trained men had passed through his hands. He was a first class marksman and the 

holder of numerous shooting prizes, including six silver cups, 19 medals, and six rifle spoons, 

being a member of both the Colchester and Wivenhoe Rifle Ranges. H

picked men from the 5th Essex for shooting at Bisley, where he won several 

The following is an extract from a letter received by his wife from his Major.
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and some long serving Battalion Head Quarters members were 
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10th Essex Regiment, B. E. F.,       30th October 1918 

Dear Mrs. Cousins,         It is with very deep regret that I learn that your husband has died of 

wounds. He was very badly wounded but I sincerely hoped he might recover but 

unfortunately this has not been the case.        I have been very closely associated with him 

ever since he came to this Battalion and throughout he has been my right hand support and I 

know his sterling worth. He was an ideal Regimental Sergeant Major, beloved, admired and 

respected by officers, non-commissioned officers and men; he was a true soldier. He was 

most gallant in action and a capable leader and his influence on this Battalion lives after 

him. I shall miss him very, very much indeed for his cheery disposition made it a pleasure to 

work with him.                Our loss is great but it is not to be compared to yours, but I hope it 

may be some comfort to you to know that he was beloved by all. The officers and men of the 

Battalion sympathise with you in your great grief and extend to you their sincerest 

sympathy.        Believe me, yours sincerely, R. Forbes, Major 

The Chaplain also says:-            30th October, 

Dear Mrs Cousins, It is with deep sorrow I write with reference to your Husband's death. He 

was severely wounded at Bousies Farm, east of Le Cateau on October 26th and died later as 

the result of his wounds. I am unable to say where he died but it was back in one of the main 

hospitals. My sincerest sympathy goes out to you in your sorrow and loss and the whole 

battalion join with me in this. We all loved him. He was very brave and very efficient, the best 

RSM we ever had and apart from his fine qualities in the field. Words can but feebly express 

our admiration for him. His loss is keenly felt and your loss we know to be greater still. In 

your bereavement I know it will be a comfort to you to know what we thought of him. He was 

a most gallant gentleman, loved by all. I pray that God will comfort you.                Yours 

sincerely D. Randall, Chaplain, 10th Bn. Essex Regiment 

Deceased leaves a widow and one little girl with whom much sympathy is felt" 

    

Entitled to the Territorial Force War Medal as service number 495 & Sergeant of 
the 5th Battalion and British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Archives file ref: 
WO329/1381 as A/Regimental Sergeant Major. The Territorial medal is the rarest of all First 
World War Medals. Granted to all members of the Territorial force who had complete four 
years service by 30 September 1914, and who had served outside the UK in the period 
August 1914 to 11 Nov 1918. Those whom had qualified for one of the stars where however 
excluded. His widow commissioned a carved lectern in Rowhedge Church from Mabbitts of 
Colchester. Mentioned in the Battalion History "With The 10th Essex in France" by Banks 
and Chell p312 and Burrows volume 6 page 264 
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The above was written by Herbert using a nom de plume to avoid the censors.

He is commemorated on the 
2.Cemetery: PREMONT BRITISH CEMETERY

  

MORTLOCK, Percy William

Northamptonshire Regiment 24th Brigade, 8th Division, who died on Sunday, 14th March 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The above was written by Herbert using a nom de plume to avoid the censors.
first time he went over the top.   

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Reference: I. D. 
2.Cemetery: PREMONT BRITISH CEMETERY 

 

MORTLOCK, Percy William He was a private number 12628 of the 2nd battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment 24th Brigade, 8th Division, who died on Sunday, 14th March 

 

The above was written by Herbert using a nom de plume to avoid the censors. It describes the 

Reference: I. D. 

 

battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment 24th Brigade, 8th Division, who died on Sunday, 14th March 
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1915. He was aged only16. Percy was the son of Mr. George & Mrs Lucy Mortlock, who 
lived at Pete Tye's Cottage. His father, George, was 40 and working as a poultry dealer in 
1901 and living in Peldon with the family. There was a great granny, Sarah aged 72, who had 
been a seamstress, a granny Elizah aged 60 and grandfather, Isaac also aged 60. His mother, 
Lucy aged 30 had been born in Langenhoe. There was an aunt Jessie, 33 who worked as a 
seamstress. Apart from Percy aged 2 in 1901, there was Arthur 5, Grace 7 and Stanley born in 
1900. 

There was another girl, possibly a sister Gertrude Maud christened 8th February 1896 
at Saint Mary's Langenhoe. However, as she is not listed in 1901, she may have died in 
infancy. 

British Regular Army battalions were brought back from overseas to form the 8th 
Division in 1914. They were shipped to France in the November. Percy was to die in their 
first major battle. Percy arrived in France on the 24th February 1915 and was killed 22 days 
later. 

The Battle of �euve- Chapelle - 10th - 13th March 1915 

IV Corps: 7th Division, 8th Division 

The battle was the first major offensive by the British Army in an attempt to recover 

ground lost in the 1914 German Offensive. 

The battle involved the First Army, commanded by Sir Douglas Haig with 

Rawlinson's IV Corps on the left and Willcock's Indian Corps on the right. The battle was a 

dawn attack, which opened with a 35-minute bombardment of the front line. Some 11000 

shells were allotted to this task, which was about a sixth of the total available to the 

BEF.  This was followed by a second barrage of half an hour on the village and the German 

reserve trenches. However, as regards the reserve positions, this was not very effective due to 

lack of sufficient ammunition. Three infantry Brigades then advanced as the barrage lifted 

from the front line. 

 

Eeuve-Chapelle after the British barrage. 

  The 25th and 23rd Brigades of the 8th Division made good progress against the 

village, which was captured by darkness. The 24th Brigade were checked by the Germans at 
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a cross roads 600 yards Eorth West of Pietre.  However, the Germans brought up 

reinforcements and held their second line of defence. The battle then petered out in stalemate. 

The following is a description of the Battle as seen in terms of Percy's Battalion:- 

"The object of the onslaught was to relieve Lille, the village of Eeuve Chapelle being eleven 

miles west of that town. The ground we had to advance over was flat and marshy with a ridge 

behind, one spur of which was Aubers, where both our 1st and 2nd Battalions were wiped out 

two months later. 

So secretly were the preparations made that the Germans were taken unawares at 

7.30 on the morning of March 10th, 1915 by the most terrific bombardment hitherto 

witnessed in the war. From 350 guns of all calibres - French and English - there poured forth 

a terrific tornado of shot and shell at short range. Our men, crouching under cover, were 

appalled by the deafening roar and devastating results. The deluge shattered trenches like 

sand castles and so close were the Germans to our lines that frightful fragments of once 

living men came back on us amid a welter of earth, dust and green lyddite fumes. Then at 

8.00 the gunners lengthened their range and the village of Eeuve Chapelle began to leap in 

the air. The devastation was so appalling that the whole place soon became a rubbish heap, 

and when the Eorthamptons (C & D Companies) rushed forward to assist the 25th Brigade, 

they found this once happy village so shattered that even the churchyard was uprooted and 

long dead bodies were unearthed to mingle with the mangled corpses of men, who a few 

hours earlier had been full of vigorous life. At five o'clock the Battalion, though weary with 

hard fighting, made an attack in a south-easterly direction with the Worcesters on their right. 

The gallant colonel, map in hand, led the attack, but they were met by such a withering fire 

that they could not get beyond a thousand yards and had to dig themselves in forty yards 

beyond the village. 

During the night the enemy had recovered from their surprise sufficiently to bring up 

heavy reinforcements and such a multiplicity of machine guns that just facing one part of our 

line there were 20 to an area of 300 yards. The result was that at 7 o'clock next morning 

when we attempted to renew the attack, we were repulsed with heavy loss. At noon D 

Company attempted to advance but were again beaten back; Lieutenant Gordon being shot in 

the throat and Lieutenant W. A. A. Coldwell, though hit in the side, back and foot crawled 

back over a mile across the shell stricken field. The Battalion remained in the trenches until 

dawn on the 12th, when the enemy vigorously counter-attacked but were repulsed with fearful 

slaughter. Then Colonel Prichard ordered the Regiment to charge the enemy's third line of 

trenches. During this attack Captains Stocker and Wood Martin were both killed. We seized 

the trench but could not hold it. It was enfiladed by the enemy and bombarded by own guns, 

for the telephone communications had been smashed and it was difficult to get messages back 

to our batteries. The plight of the Steelbacks was terrible. Officers and men were falling on 

all sides until it seemed that none could survive. They could not advance and would not 

retire, so that they were faced with the awful prospect of being annihilated.    

 From the messages received or issued by the Brigade Headquarters, the 

Eorthamptons seemed to be the first to be fully conscious of the chaos - and to send back 

candid reports of the accountable delay in sending reinforcements, the blunders of our 

artillery, and the fearful slaughter due to long stretches of the enemy's entanglements 

remaining intact.****** Colonel Prichard complained strongly of artillery shells falling 

short, also that he had very few officers left and the thin remnant of the Battalion was too 

tired to keep on. His handwriting of the message indicated the severe strain he was enduring 



 

 

at the gradual annihilation of a battalion in which he took such a pardonable pride. Just 

previously his adjutant, Captain Power had been killed, his right

Higginbotham had been shot down, Captain

a bullet striking a knife in his breast pocket, was killed instantly, and others who fell were 

Captain L. J. Robinson, Lieutenants A. M. Wallace, E. Belding, P. B. Lees, G. D. Gordon, E. 

A. Matthews, besides the following wounded

),Willoughby, Eldred, Sparrow and Tyler. Only three officers of the Battalion were not hit, 

viz. Colonel Prichard (who was afterwards wounded in the lungs two and half miles behind 

the trenches while talking to the Brigadier), Captain Smyth and Lieutenant G. A. Parker, both 

of whom fell ill from the effects of being 4 days up to their waists in water.

On the night of the third day the Battalion was relieved by the Devons and Middlesex. 

It was heart breaking roll call that night. Out of 22 officers and 594 men who went so eagerly 

into action, only 4 officers and 180 men were left, the details of the casualties being : officers, 

12 killed (including all the company commanders), 6 wounded; other ranks

wounded, 109 missing. (all of whom were subsequently found to have been killed) their total 

casualties therefore being no fewer than 432."

The Battle, in total, was expensive in casualties. Britain lost over 500 officers and 

11,000 other ranks killed, missing or wounded from some 48,000 deployed. German losses 

were comparable with over 1500 taken prisoner. Percy was probably one of the "missing", 

later presumed killed as his body was never recovered.

Percy was entitled to the British

earned the 1914-1915 Star  

Some of the Officers of the 2nd Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment taken prior to the 
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into action, only 4 officers and 180 men were left, the details of the casualties being : officers, 

12 killed (including all the company commanders), 6 wounded; other ranks

wounded, 109 missing. (all of whom were subsequently found to have been killed) their total 

casualties therefore being no fewer than 432." 

The Battle, in total, was expensive in casualties. Britain lost over 500 officers and 

ranks killed, missing or wounded from some 48,000 deployed. German losses 

were comparable with over 1500 taken prisoner. Percy was probably one of the "missing", 

later presumed killed as his body was never recovered.  

 

Percy was entitled to the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also 

 

Some of the Officers of the 2nd Battalion Northamptonshire Regiment taken prior to the 
Battle of Neuve Chapelle 
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Top Row- Capt. L. J. Robinson (killed), Lt H. Jackson, Lt. U. Rastrick (killed), Lt Cobb, Lt. 
R. Mayes, Lt S. Beattie, 2nd Lt. Shaw (killed) 

Middle Row- Lt. Smyth, Capt L. Haldane (killed), Lt R. Lake, Capt. C. Watts (killed). Lt. O. 
Parker, Lt. W Coldwell, Capt. St. J. Stocker (killed), Capt. H. Trever (killed) 

Front Row- Capt A. Capell (killed), Capt C. Barton DSO, Major R. Rawlins, and Col. C. 
Prichard DSO. (Wounded), Capt H. Power (killed), Major C. Mowatt     & seated on the 

ground Lt. A Middleton 

The following obituary appeared in the Essex County Standard of Saturday April 17th 1915: 

"BOY SOLDIER KILLED - The list of killed reported from the Base, under date 

March 22 includes in a heavy list of casualties of the Eorthants Regiment, the name of 

private Percy Mortlock (12628), This little fellow- for he was but a boy- joined the 

Territorials at the end of August, only a few weeks after completing his sixteenth year. He 

was educated at Langenhoe School, and his father is a general dealer and cottager at Rolls 

Farm, Pete Tye. At the time of his enlistment he was in the employ of Mr Saville, newsagent, 

Mersea Road, Colchester, as cyclist distributor of newspapers in a string of many villages 

extending from Fingringhoe to Salcott. He assisted his father on his holding during the latter 

part of the day. He was known to almost everyone over a wide area of country south of 

Colchester and surprise has been expressed that so young a soldier should have been sent to 

the Front less than six months after enlistment, but we understand it was his wish to go.  

 

He was killed at the desperate action of Eeuve- Chapelle" He is commemorated on 
the LE TOURET MEMORIAL Pas de Calais, France Reference Panel Number: Panel 28 to 
30 Percy is also commemorated on the Peldon Memorial 

references:-" Northamptonshire & the Great War" by W. H. Holloway Chapter XV is 
the source of the excerpt on the Battle of Neuve Chapelle. This was kindly provided by the 
Northamptonshire Regiment Association along with the picture of the officers of the 2nd 
Battalion. His Service Records have not survived at the PRO. Details of the battle of Neuve- 
Chapelle are from "The Great War" volume 3. 
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 THE WI�KLE BRIGADE 

At the start of the war Field Marshal Earl Kitchener of Khartoum, who had been made 
Secretary for War, decided to expand the Army significantly. He did not subscribe to the 
popular belief that the war would be "'over by Christmas" as the popular press in both Great 
Britain and Germany thought. He decided to raise a new army composed of volunteers. Each 
man would sign up for new terms of three years or the duration of the war and would agree to 
being sent to serve anywhere the Army needed him. Many units were raised locally (e.g. the 
13th Battalion of the Essex Regiment was raised by the Mayor and Borough of West Ham.) 

  In like manner, the MP for Colchester, Sir Laming Worthington Evans, who had a 
post at the War Office, was active in this regard. While staying with the Binneys at Guisness 
Court, he arranged interviews for some of the Tollesbury 17-19 year olds.  

 

As can be seen, most are wearing guernseys & were fishermen. Thus, left to their own 
devices, they would have preferred to join the Royal Navy. However, the Royal Navy locally 
was oversubscribed. Thus they duly reported to Guisness Court, where they were given lunch 
and a cigar by Sir Worthington Evans, then were recommended for the South Staffordshire 
Regiment. In all, 23 left the village in this group. They were duly signed into the 8th 
Battalion, a Service Battalion. As they all came from Tollesbury, a fishing port, they were 
locally dubbed "The Winkle Brigade". Mr Hore, the local Headmaster, arranged for the local 
school children to cheer them as they left in a charabanc. 
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They reported to Lichfield were they undertook their basic training before being sent 
overseas on 14th July 1915. The 17th Division was established by the Northern Command, 
September 1914, as part of K2. Early days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers 
having very few trained officers and NCOs to command them. No organised billets were 
provided nor equipment. In the early summer of 1915, the Division was considered to be 
ready for France. 

The South Staffordshire Regiment 8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Lichfield, 

September 1914, as part of K2. The battalion became part of 51st Brigade, 17th (Eorthern) 

Division. It was disbanded on the 23 February 1918 while still in France and the remnants 

were dispersed to other regiments.  12-17 July 1915 the battalion landed in France. The 

Division served with distinction on the Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking 

part in most of the significant actions. 

The Divisions spent its initial period of trench familiarisation and then holding the 

front lines in the southern area of the Ypres salient.   

Actions of the Bluff: 14th February to 2nd March 1916 involved V Corps: 17th 

Division in February; and V Corps: 3rd Division, 17th Division in March. 

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypres-

Comines Canal was excavated. In this low-lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, 

it gave a considerable observation advantage to the troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 

14th February, German infantry successfully attacked the British units holding the Bluff, 

after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

mines. 

Preparations were made to recover this important area, although they were slowed by 

severe weather. In the early morning of 2nd March, after a short bombardment which 

destroyed the enemy's defensive works, British infantry over-ran the position and 

consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 casualties 



 

 

LAYZELL Frank James

Regiment: 8th Battalion. Aged
was 14974.Frank James Layzell was the first of 
James and Mahala Layzell, of Station Rd., Tollesbury, Essex. He was born & resided in 
Tollesbury enlisting in Colchester. He served in France & Flanders & died of wounds.
had been one of the first from the v

He earned the Mons star; the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference:. 48. Cemetery: MENIN ROAD SOUTH 
MILITARY CEMETERY 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

LAYZELL Frank James He was a Private in the South Staffordshire 
Aged 22 he died of wounds on the 30/11/1915 His se

.Frank James Layzell was the first of their group to be killed   He was the s
James and Mahala Layzell, of Station Rd., Tollesbury, Essex. He was born & resided in 
Tollesbury enlisting in Colchester. He served in France & Flanders & died of wounds.
had been one of the first from the village to join up, 

 

He earned the Mons star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference:. 48. Cemetery: MENIN ROAD SOUTH 

was a Private in the South Staffordshire 
His service number 

their group to be killed   He was the son of 
James and Mahala Layzell, of Station Rd., Tollesbury, Essex. He was born & resided in 
Tollesbury enlisting in Colchester. He served in France & Flanders & died of wounds.  He 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference:. 48. Cemetery: MENIN ROAD SOUTH 



 

 

 DE��Y

Staffordshire Regiment. Aged 
was 18042. He was the son of Ernest and Caroline Denny, of Haughley, Suffolk. He was born 
& resided at Haughley and enlisted at Colchester. He served in France &

He earned the 1914

 He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 26A. ETAPLES 
MILITARY CEMETERY 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

DE��Y, Claude. He was a private in the 8th Battalion
 20 he died of wounds on the 28/02/1916. His s

on of Ernest and Caroline Denny, of Haughley, Suffolk. He was born 
& resided at Haughley and enlisted at Colchester. He served in France & Flanders

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 26A. ETAPLES 

8th Battalion of the South 
. His service number 

on of Ernest and Caroline Denny, of Haughley, Suffolk. He was born 
Flanders 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VI. D. 26A. ETAPLES 



 

 

ROSE Sidney

Staffordshire Regiment Depot
was 14979. He was born & resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Colchester. He died of 
wounds at Graylingwell Hospital Chichester. 
28th February and was brought back to hospital in England.

progress and he was visited by his relatives from time to time, but complications set in and he 

died on April 25th. His body was bought to Tollesbury for a military funeral an

Seldom has Tollesbury seen such an impressive ceremony

arms reversed; the bearer party with the wheeled bier had the coffin draped with the Union 

flag and covered with flowers. The band playing the solemn "Dead Marc

of relatives and friends who followed and the sympathetic attitude of the inhabitants, brought 

home to all , the solemnity of death and the sacrifice which war exacts. At the conclusion of 

the service at the grave, the customary volley

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; the 1914

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: At North end. Cemetery: 
TOLLESBURY (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

ROSE Sidney. He was a private in the 8th Battalion of the 
Regiment Depot. He died of wounds on the 25/04/1916. His service number 

He was born & resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Colchester. He died of 
wounds at Graylingwell Hospital Chichester. He had been severely wounded in France on 

February and was brought back to hospital in England. At first he seemed to make 

progress and he was visited by his relatives from time to time, but complications set in and he 

His body was bought to Tollesbury for a military funeral an

Seldom has Tollesbury seen such an impressive ceremony. The firing party marched with 

arms reversed; the bearer party with the wheeled bier had the coffin draped with the Union 

flag and covered with flowers. The band playing the solemn "Dead March", the large number 

of relatives and friends who followed and the sympathetic attitude of the inhabitants, brought 

home to all , the solemnity of death and the sacrifice which war exacts. At the conclusion of 

the service at the grave, the customary volleys and the "Last Post" sounded

 

1915 Star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: At North end. Cemetery: 
TOLLESBURY (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD 

 South 
. His service number 

He was born & resided in Tollesbury. He enlisted at Colchester. He died of 
He had been severely wounded in France on 

t first he seemed to make 

progress and he was visited by his relatives from time to time, but complications set in and he 

His body was bought to Tollesbury for a military funeral and burial. 

. The firing party marched with 

arms reversed; the bearer party with the wheeled bier had the coffin draped with the Union 

h", the large number 

of relatives and friends who followed and the sympathetic attitude of the inhabitants, brought 

home to all , the solemnity of death and the sacrifice which war exacts. At the conclusion of 

s and the "Last Post" sounded 

1919 Victory Medal 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: At North end. Cemetery: 



 

 

LEWIS Louis C. 

Staffordshire Regiment. He died of wounds on the
born & resided at Tollesbury the 1901 census showed him as aged 8 years. He enlisted at 
Colchester.  He served in France & Flan

 He lost his life in the front lines in the southern area of the Ypres salient.

Actions of the Bluff: 14th February to 2nd March 1916

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypr

Comines Canal was excavated. In this low

it gave a considerable observation advantage to the troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 

14th February, German infantry successfully attacked the British uni

after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

mines. 

Preparations were made to recover this important area, although they were slowed by 

severe weather. In the early morning of 2nd March, after

destroyed the enemy's defensive works, British infantry over

consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 casualties

1914-1915 Star; 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

LEWIS Louis C. He was a private in the 8th Battalion of the South 
He died of wounds on the 29/02/1916.  Service No: 14090

born & resided at Tollesbury the 1901 census showed him as aged 8 years. He enlisted at 
He served in France & Flanders. 

He lost his life in the front lines in the southern area of the Ypres salient.

Actions of the Bluff: 14th February to 2nd March 1916 V Corps: 3rd Division, 17th Division 

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypr

Comines Canal was excavated. In this low-lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, 

it gave a considerable observation advantage to the troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 

14th February, German infantry successfully attacked the British units holding the Bluff, 

after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

Preparations were made to recover this important area, although they were slowed by 

severe weather. In the early morning of 2nd March, after a short bombardment which 

destroyed the enemy's defensive works, British infantry over-ran the position and 

consolidated it, at a cost of 1,620 casualties 

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

rivate in the 8th Battalion of the South 
Service No: 14090. He was 

born & resided at Tollesbury the 1901 census showed him as aged 8 years. He enlisted at 

He lost his life in the front lines in the southern area of the Ypres salient. 

V Corps: 3rd Division, 17th Division  

The Bluff is an artificial height created by the dumping of spoil when the Ypres-

lying area, and on the northern bank of the canal, 

it gave a considerable observation advantage to the troops occupying it. In the afternoon of 

ts holding the Bluff, 

after a very heavy bombardment with shells and trench mortars, and the blowing of some 

Preparations were made to recover this important area, although they were slowed by 

a short bombardment which 

ran the position and 

 



 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

 I�GATE,

Regiment:  "B" Company, 8th Battalion.
11/02/1916.His service number was
Council Cottages, Tollesbury. 
and his brother Hector Ingate fell in the 1939
Tollesbury, enlisting in Colchester.
outbreak of war. He had been sent to France in July 1915 and endured the misery of the 
trenches. He served in France & Flanders & was killed in action. 

The Essex County Standard of the 19
South Staffs, son of Mr/ Mrs Ingate of Tollesbury has been killed in action. He was

of age. He joined the Army in September 1914 and went to France in July 1915

attached to the bombing section

Mr/Mrs Ingate’s eldest son Walter went down with HMS Hogue in September 1914. Two 

other sons and 5 nephews are serving.”

 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. C. 9. Cemetery: REEIEGHELST EEW 

 

, Joseph. He served as a private in the South Staffordshire 
8th Battalion. Aged 28 h e was killed in action on the 

number was: 14980. He was the son of Walter and Grace Ingate, of 4, 
 His brother Frederick Ingate also fell in the 1914

and his brother Hector Ingate fell in the 1939-1945 War. He was born & resided in 
Tollesbury, enlisting in Colchester.  He was one of the first 23 from Tollesbury to enlist at the 
outbreak of war. He had been sent to France in July 1915 and endured the misery of the 
trenches. He served in France & Flanders & was killed in action.  

The Essex County Standard of the 19th February 1916.  “Private Joseph Ingate 8

South Staffs, son of Mr/ Mrs Ingate of Tollesbury has been killed in action. He was

of age. He joined the Army in September 1914 and went to France in July 1915

attached to the bombing section and it was whilst in action as a bomber that he lost his life. 

Mr/Mrs Ingate’s eldest son Walter went down with HMS Hogue in September 1914. Two 

other sons and 5 nephews are serving.” 

   

Reference: I. C. 9. Cemetery: REEIEGHELST EEW 

South Staffordshire 
ion on the 
and Grace Ingate, of 4, 

His brother Frederick Ingate also fell in the 1914-1918 War 
1945 War. He was born & resided in 

He was one of the first 23 from Tollesbury to enlist at the 
outbreak of war. He had been sent to France in July 1915 and endured the misery of the 

rivate Joseph Ingate 8
th

 

South Staffs, son of Mr/ Mrs Ingate of Tollesbury has been killed in action. He was 29 years 

of age. He joined the Army in September 1914 and went to France in July 1915. He became 

and it was whilst in action as a bomber that he lost his life. 

Mr/Mrs Ingate’s eldest son Walter went down with HMS Hogue in September 1914. Two 



 

 

  

The so called “Dead Man's Penny" given to all those, who lost the

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; the 1914
Medal 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 35 and 37. Memorial: 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL        

BUCK, Clifford: He was a private in the 8t
51st Brigade, and 17th (Northern) Division
wounds    on the 18/07/1916. He was born and lived at Fingringhoe. He enlisted at 
Colchester. In the 1901 Census, Clifford
Albert Buck aged 31 born Suffolk Rickinghall living
a Blacksmith, with his brothers Percy, Alfred & a new baby. His mother was Mary Buck 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The so called “Dead Man's Penny" given to all those, who lost their lives.

 

1915 Star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 35 and 37. Memorial: 
YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL         

 

rivate in the 8th Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment,
51st Brigade, and 17th (Northern) Division. His service number was 12280

He was born and lived at Fingringhoe. He enlisted at 
Colchester. In the 1901 Census, Clifford Buck is shown aged 5.  His father appears to be 
Albert Buck aged 31 born Suffolk Rickinghall living in Fingringhoe, working as 

brothers Percy, Alfred & a new baby. His mother was Mary Buck 

 

ir lives. 

1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 35 and 37. Memorial: 

h Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment, 
12280. He died of 

He was born and lived at Fingringhoe. He enlisted at 
His father appears to be 

Fingringhoe, working as 
brothers Percy, Alfred & a new baby. His mother was Mary Buck 



 

 

aged 31 born Suffolk Thornham also living i
were wounded while serving in the Rifle Brigade. His name is listed on the Memorial at St. 
Nicholas Tolleshunt D'Arcy. In this area 23 Boys from Tollesbury, the so called "Winkle 
Brigade", also joined the 8th Bat
war in 1914. Thus it is conjectured that he was working on a far
area and joined with the Tollesbury boys. Though his service number suggests he enlisted 
separate from the Winkle boys. 
appears to be his half brother 

The 8th (Service) Batta

September 1914: attached to 51st Brigade, 17th (Eorthern) Division. The Division was 

involved in the first phase of the battle of the Somme on July 1st 1916. It is probable that 

Clifford was badly wounded and shipped to the UK for treatment, where he succumbed to his 

wounds. The flow of casualties from the various theatres of war soon overwhelmed the 

existing medical facilities in the United Kingdom, just as it had the recently

in France and Flanders. Many civilian hospitals and large buildings were turned over to 

military use. Wadsley in peacetime had been the West Riding of Yorkshire Asylum. Its 

Military name was Wharncliffe War Hospital.

He earned the 1914 - 1915 star; the 

He is listed as Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: T3.
Churchyard. Wadsley Bridge is just outside Sheffield. The graveyard at the church has 53 
Commonwealth War Casualties. These are men dying fr
brought home wounded from the Front in France & Flanders. The date of his death suggests 
he was a casualty from the Somme, which started on the 1st July 1916
memorials at Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

aged 31 born Suffolk Thornham also living in Fingringhoe. Brothers Claude & Percy both 
were wounded while serving in the Rifle Brigade. His name is listed on the Memorial at St. 
Nicholas Tolleshunt D'Arcy. In this area 23 Boys from Tollesbury, the so called "Winkle 
Brigade", also joined the 8th Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment at the outbreak of 
war in 1914. Thus it is conjectured that he was working on a farm in the Tolleshunt D'Arcy 
area and joined with the Tollesbury boys. Though his service number suggests he enlisted 
separate from the Winkle boys.  George Green, also a casualty of the First World War, 

 

The 8th (Service) Battalion was formed at Lichfield, September 1914, as part of K2. 

September 1914: attached to 51st Brigade, 17th (Eorthern) Division. The Division was 

involved in the first phase of the battle of the Somme on July 1st 1916. It is probable that 

y wounded and shipped to the UK for treatment, where he succumbed to his 

wounds. The flow of casualties from the various theatres of war soon overwhelmed the 

existing medical facilities in the United Kingdom, just as it had the recently

n France and Flanders. Many civilian hospitals and large buildings were turned over to 

military use. Wadsley in peacetime had been the West Riding of Yorkshire Asylum. Its 

Military name was Wharncliffe War Hospital. 

 

1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: T3. in W
Bridge is just outside Sheffield. The graveyard at the church has 53 

Commonwealth War Casualties. These are men dying from illness and accidental death
brought home wounded from the Front in France & Flanders. The date of his death suggests 

was a casualty from the Somme, which started on the 1st July 1916. He had other 
Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe

 

Fingringhoe. Brothers Claude & Percy both 
were wounded while serving in the Rifle Brigade. His name is listed on the Memorial at St. 
Nicholas Tolleshunt D'Arcy. In this area 23 Boys from Tollesbury, the so called "Winkle 

talion of the South Staffordshire Regiment at the outbreak of 
m in the Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

area and joined with the Tollesbury boys. Though his service number suggests he enlisted 
George Green, also a casualty of the First World War, 

lion was formed at Lichfield, September 1914, as part of K2. 

September 1914: attached to 51st Brigade, 17th (Eorthern) Division. The Division was 

involved in the first phase of the battle of the Somme on July 1st 1916. It is probable that 

y wounded and shipped to the UK for treatment, where he succumbed to his 

wounds. The flow of casualties from the various theatres of war soon overwhelmed the 

existing medical facilities in the United Kingdom, just as it had the recently-established bases 

n France and Flanders. Many civilian hospitals and large buildings were turned over to 

military use. Wadsley in peacetime had been the West Riding of Yorkshire Asylum. Its 

1919 Victory Medal 

Wadsley 
Bridge is just outside Sheffield. The graveyard at the church has 53 

om illness and accidental death, or 
brought home wounded from the Front in France & Flanders. The date of his death suggests 

. He had other 
Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe 



 

 

FROST John Augustus. 

South Staffordshire Regiment. H
was 13829.  He was born & resided in Tollesbury & enlisted in Colchester. He was killed in 
action having served in France & Flanders. "
was almost the youngest of the group. Those who knew him at the Front bear testimony to his 

never-failing cheerfulness and to his absolute brave and fearless disposition. He was chosen 

as one of a party to make a raid upon the enemy trench. Before the objective was reach

was killed by a shell which at the same time mortally wounded his officer."

He earned the 1914 -1915 star; the 1914

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: I. D. 
2.Cemetery: PREMONT BRITISH CEMETERY Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 6. 
Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

FROST John Augustus. He was a private in the 8th Battalion of the 
South Staffordshire Regiment. He was killed in action on the 27/05/1917. His s

He was born & resided in Tollesbury & enlisted in Colchester. He was killed in 
action having served in France & Flanders. "He was one of the original 23 volunteers and 

youngest of the group. Those who knew him at the Front bear testimony to his 

failing cheerfulness and to his absolute brave and fearless disposition. He was chosen 

as one of a party to make a raid upon the enemy trench. Before the objective was reach

was killed by a shell which at the same time mortally wounded his officer." 

 

1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: I. D. 
: PREMONT BRITISH CEMETERY Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 6. 

Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL. 

rivate in the 8th Battalion of the 
. His service number 

He was born & resided in Tollesbury & enlisted in Colchester. He was killed in 
He was one of the original 23 volunteers and 

youngest of the group. Those who knew him at the Front bear testimony to his 

failing cheerfulness and to his absolute brave and fearless disposition. He was chosen 

as one of a party to make a raid upon the enemy trench. Before the objective was reached he 

 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: I. D. 
: PREMONT BRITISH CEMETERY Grave/Memorial Reference: Bay 6. 



 

 

RICE MM Frederick 

Labour Corps with service number 10714
Regiment with number 13713. He 
9 year old born & living in Tollesbury. He married Emmie Lewis and they had one child, 
Gladys. Gladys married Bill Morrell son of Joseph Morrell MM. Fred was one of the early
group to join up at the outbreak of war in the 8th Battali
went overseas 14th July 1915.
having lost a large section of his back The Doctor said he would never work again & a garden 
seat was made for him from half a dinghy, such that he co
time left to him. His death was shown as TB, which would have precluded his wife receiving 
a War Widow’s Pension.  However, Dr. Salter (of Tolleshunt D'Arcy) fought the 
Fred's widow was granted the pension.

The soldiers were transferred from to 2/6th and 7th South Staffordshire Regiment
the 7th Entrenching Battalion. It is probable that Fred was transferred at this time. His 
Military Medal is not recorded wit
with his new unit. 

 In the crisis of March and April 1918 on the Western Front, Labour Corps units were 

used as emergency infantry. The Corps always suffered from lack of transport, and had many 

inexperienced officers and troops of low physical grade

{London Gazette 13th September 1918
award the Military Medal to the under mentioned Eon

10714 Serjeant F. Rice Labour Corps (

He earned the Military Medal; 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

RICE MM Frederick He was a Serjeant in 18 Company 
umber 10714. Formerly he was in the South Staffordshire 
. He died 1st December 1922. The 1901 census shows him as a 

9 year old born & living in Tollesbury. He married Emmie Lewis and they had one child, 
Gladys. Gladys married Bill Morrell son of Joseph Morrell MM. Fred was one of the early

tbreak of war in the 8th Battalion South Staffordshire Regiment
went overseas 14th July 1915. He returned to Tollesbury but was extremely badly wounded 
having lost a large section of his back The Doctor said he would never work again & a garden 

s made for him from half a dinghy, such that he could sit in the garden for the little
time left to him. His death was shown as TB, which would have precluded his wife receiving 

However, Dr. Salter (of Tolleshunt D'Arcy) fought the 
Fred's widow was granted the pension. 

The soldiers were transferred from to 2/6th and 7th South Staffordshire Regiment
the 7th Entrenching Battalion. It is probable that Fred was transferred at this time. His 
Military Medal is not recorded with the South Staffordshire Regiment and relates to events 

In the crisis of March and April 1918 on the Western Front, Labour Corps units were 

used as emergency infantry. The Corps always suffered from lack of transport, and had many 

perienced officers and troops of low physical grade. 

{London Gazette 13th September 1918 :- "His Majesty has been graciously pleased to 

award the Military Medal to the under mentioned Eon-commissioned Officers & Men" 

10714 Serjeant F. Rice Labour Corps (Tollesbury Essex)} 

    

Military Medal; 1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914
Medal 

18 Company 
South Staffordshire 

The 1901 census shows him as a 
9 year old born & living in Tollesbury. He married Emmie Lewis and they had one child, 
Gladys. Gladys married Bill Morrell son of Joseph Morrell MM. Fred was one of the early 

on South Staffordshire Regiment. He 
He returned to Tollesbury but was extremely badly wounded 

having lost a large section of his back The Doctor said he would never work again & a garden 
uld sit in the garden for the little 

time left to him. His death was shown as TB, which would have precluded his wife receiving 
However, Dr. Salter (of Tolleshunt D'Arcy) fought the case and 

The soldiers were transferred from to 2/6th and 7th South Staffordshire Regiments to 
the 7th Entrenching Battalion. It is probable that Fred was transferred at this time. His 

nd relates to events 

In the crisis of March and April 1918 on the Western Front, Labour Corps units were 

used as emergency infantry. The Corps always suffered from lack of transport, and had many 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to 

commissioned Officers & Men" :-

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory 



 

 

 Fred with his mother and with his wife and daughter. 
wife Emmie threw it across the room and exclaimed "What good is that to me? All I wanted 
was my husband". The picture shows the broken medal.   

THE WOU�DED from the “WI�KLE BRIGADE”                             

The 8th Battalion of the South Sta
February 1918. Apart from those 
wounded. Of those who survived, 
days in a shell hole awaiting rescue. 
owner. Stephen Barbrook junior, also wounded, became a cobbler after the War. Other 
wounded men resumed a career in yachting including 
Ottley (wounded 5 times), Jack Frost, 

became a Grimsby tug skipper. 

The Headmaster, Mr Hore, who watched them leave, 
HAC & was killed on 22nd April 1918. 

HORE William Edward He was a p
2nd Battalion. He was aged 30 
was 10722  He was the son of Samuel and Amelia Hore, of Gillingham, Kent; husband of 
Ethel Hore, of  211, Gillingham Rd., Gillingham, Kent. 
Council School, Essex.  He married Ethel Sarah on 21 June 1911 at Gillingham. A daughter 
Eileen was born 25th April 1914. 

He attested 10th December 1914
1914. He was mobilised 17th April 1917

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Fred with his mother and with his wife and daughter. His medal was broken
wife Emmie threw it across the room and exclaimed "What good is that to me? All I wanted 

. The picture shows the broken medal.    

THE WOU�DED from the “WI�KLE BRIGADE”                              

The 8th Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment was disbanded on the 23 
February 1918. Apart from those killed above, others of the Winkle Brigade 

Of those who survived, George Layzell had lost his right arm when he spent two 
days in a shell hole awaiting rescue. However, he was employed ashore by his former yacht 

junior, also wounded, became a cobbler after the War. Other 
wounded men resumed a career in yachting including Percy Clark, Percy Clarke, Bob 

Jack Frost, Jack Lewis and Walter Lewis. Arthur Brand

became a Grimsby tug skipper.  

who watched them leave, served with the 2nd Battalion of the 
HAC & was killed on 22nd April 1918.  

 

 

He was a private in the Honourable Artillery Company 
30 when killed in action on the 22/04/1918. His s

on of Samuel and Amelia Hore, of Gillingham, Kent; husband of 
Ethel Hore, of  211, Gillingham Rd., Gillingham, Kent. He was Headmaster of

He married Ethel Sarah on 21 June 1911 at Gillingham. A daughter 
April 1914.  

December 1914 and was transferred to the Reserve 11
April 1917and then posted to the HAC 19th April 1917.He was 

 

His medal was broken, when his 
wife Emmie threw it across the room and exclaimed "What good is that to me? All I wanted 

ffordshire Regiment was disbanded on the 23 
of the Winkle Brigade were badly 

had lost his right arm when he spent two 
he was employed ashore by his former yacht 

junior, also wounded, became a cobbler after the War. Other 
Percy Clark, Percy Clarke, Bob 

Walter Lewis. Arthur Brand 

served with the 2nd Battalion of the 

rtillery Company Infantry: 
. His service number 

on of Samuel and Amelia Hore, of Gillingham, Kent; husband of 
Headmaster of Tollesbury 

He married Ethel Sarah on 21 June 1911 at Gillingham. A daughter 

was transferred to the Reserve 11th December 
April 1917.He was 



 

 

28 years 109 days old when he enlisted 19
House Tollesbury. He was 5 foot 6 inches and 37 inch chest.

The 2nd Battalion were part of the 7th Division, which was formed during September 

and very early October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

points around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at 

Zeebrugge on 6 October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they 

arrived the city was already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certai

important bridges and other places that would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian 

army. Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved westwards, where they 

entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that fateful pl

he joined the Battalion sometime in 1916

After much fighting they suffered significant losses during Third Ypres, in the fighting 

for Polygon Wood, the successful advance on 4th October east of the wood, and in the 

unsuccessful assault south of the Menin Road on 26th October. Immediately on their relief, 

the Division was moved to Italy, being one of the British Divisions selected to come to the 

support of the Italian army. The 7th remained in Italy until the Armistice, playing a 

particularly important role in the assault to cross the Piave River.

The Battle of Vittorio Veneto

Divisional spirit which inspired the Seventh Division, making it work as a team, working 

together towards the same end. 

lies no small part of the explanation of the wonderful record which these pages have sought 

to outline'. Reference the Divisional History, C. T .Atkinson, 1926.

He was awarded the 1914

He is buried in Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3. Row A. Grave 1
BARENTHAL MILITARY CEMETERY His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at 
Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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28 years 109 days old when he enlisted 19th April 1917. His address was given as the School 
House Tollesbury. He was 5 foot 6 inches and 37 inch chest. 

The 2nd Battalion were part of the 7th Division, which was formed during September 

and very early October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

ts around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at 

Zeebrugge on 6 October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they 

arrived the city was already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certai

important bridges and other places that would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian 

army. Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved westwards, where they 

entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that fateful pl

he joined the Battalion sometime in 1916. 

After much fighting they suffered significant losses during Third Ypres, in the fighting 

for Polygon Wood, the successful advance on 4th October east of the wood, and in the 

south of the Menin Road on 26th October. Immediately on their relief, 

the Division was moved to Italy, being one of the British Divisions selected to come to the 

support of the Italian army. The 7th remained in Italy until the Armistice, playing a 

larly important role in the assault to cross the Piave River. 

The Battle of Vittorio Veneto 'Few Divisions can have equalled the strong 

Divisional spirit which inspired the Seventh Division, making it work as a team, working 

together towards the same end. It has been described as a very happy Division, and therein 

lies no small part of the explanation of the wonderful record which these pages have sought 

Divisional History, C. T .Atkinson, 1926.    

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3. Row A. Grave 1
BARENTHAL MILITARY CEMETERY His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at 

 

given as the School 

The 2nd Battalion were part of the 7th Division, which was formed during September 

and very early October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

ts around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at 

Zeebrugge on 6 October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they 

arrived the city was already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain 

important bridges and other places that would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian 

army. Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved westwards, where they 

entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that fateful place. It is probable 

After much fighting they suffered significant losses during Third Ypres, in the fighting 

for Polygon Wood, the successful advance on 4th October east of the wood, and in the 

south of the Menin Road on 26th October. Immediately on their relief, 

the Division was moved to Italy, being one of the British Divisions selected to come to the 

support of the Italian army. The 7th remained in Italy until the Armistice, playing a 

'Few Divisions can have equalled the strong 

Divisional spirit which inspired the Seventh Division, making it work as a team, working 

It has been described as a very happy Division, and therein 

lies no small part of the explanation of the wonderful record which these pages have sought 

1919 Victory Medal.  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 3. Row A. Grave 1, 
BARENTHAL MILITARY CEMETERY His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at 



 

 

Also, the son of their hosts that day of

BI��EY MC, Robert Humphrey

Battalion. Aged 25 he died of wounds on the
the son of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Binney, of Guisnes Court. Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.
1918 reports reached the village he had been wounded and reported "missing". Sadly it later 
transpired he had been killed. 

His brother, Captain Ralph Dou
December 1944, whilst attempting to apprehend 2 armed robbers. Ralph was aged 56 & is 
commemorated at Golders Green Crematorium, panel 1.

  
greatest courage in support of law and order within the areas under the jurisdiction of the 

Metropolitan and City of London Police is named after Capt. Binney. 
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Also, the son of their hosts that day of the lunch at Guisness Court was killed.

 

Robert Humphrey He was a Captain in the Essex Regiment
he died of wounds on the 23/03/1918. He was awarded the

on of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Binney, of Guisnes Court. Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.
1918 reports reached the village he had been wounded and reported "missing". Sadly it later 

   

Guisnes Court 

Captain Ralph Douglas Binney CBE (the 4th son) was 
, whilst attempting to apprehend 2 armed robbers. Ralph was aged 56 & is 

commemorated at Golders Green Crematorium, panel 1. 

The Binney Memorial Medal for British citizens who display 

test courage in support of law and order within the areas under the jurisdiction of the 

Metropolitan and City of London Police is named after Capt. Binney.  

the lunch at Guisness Court was killed. 

Essex Regiment: 10th 
ed the M C. He was 

on of Mr. and Mrs. T. G. Binney, of Guisnes Court. Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.  In May 
1918 reports reached the village he had been wounded and reported "missing". Sadly it later 

 

glas Binney CBE (the 4th son) was killed on the 8th 
, whilst attempting to apprehend 2 armed robbers. Ralph was aged 56 & is 

The Binney Memorial Medal for British citizens who display 

test courage in support of law and order within the areas under the jurisdiction of the 



 

 

Ralph's son Lieutenant David Binney RN was killed 12th December 1943 on the 
destroyer HMS Tynedale.  

 The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 
September 1914.  The battalion
days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers
to command them, no organised billets or eq
Division was considered to be ready for France.

  Robert went overseas on the 29
the 25 May 1915 landed in Boulo
Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in m

It was revolution in Russia that changed the nature of the stale mate in the west. 

Fighting halted in the East in l

the Western Front. They knew that time was running out, for the United States of America 

had entered the war on the Allied side and it was only a matter of time before vast untapped 

reserves of manpower swung the balance in favour of the Allies.

The Germans struck in the "Kaiserschlacht" offensive on 21 March 1918. Such was 

the vigour of their attack that they broke through the British line and pushed towards the key 

positions of Amiens and the Ch

the German’s effort was exhausted and the line froze once more. The Allies gained strength, 

barely believing that the Germans had "shot their bolt".

He received the Military Cross; 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury
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Ralph's son Lieutenant David Binney RN was killed 12th December 1943 on the 

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 
The battalion was attached to the 53rd Brigade, 18th Division. The early 

days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers
to command them, no organised billets or equipment. However, by the early
Division was considered to be ready for France. 

Robert went overseas on the 29th May 1916. His battalion had the previous year on 
the 25 May 1915 landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the Western 
Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions.

It was revolution in Russia that changed the nature of the stale mate in the west. 

Fighting halted in the East in late 1917, allowing the Germans to transfer many Divisions to 

the Western Front. They knew that time was running out, for the United States of America 

had entered the war on the Allied side and it was only a matter of time before vast untapped 

anpower swung the balance in favour of the Allies. 

The Germans struck in the "Kaiserschlacht" offensive on 21 March 1918. Such was 

the vigour of their attack that they broke through the British line and pushed towards the key 

positions of Amiens and the Channel Ports. Held only after the bitterest of defensive fighting, 

s effort was exhausted and the line froze once more. The Allies gained strength, 

barely believing that the Germans had "shot their bolt". 

   

Military Cross; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

Ralph's son Lieutenant David Binney RN was killed 12th December 1943 on the 

The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley in September 1914, as part of K2. 
53rd Brigade, 18th Division. The early 

days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers having very few trained officers and NCOs 
uipment. However, by the early1915, the 

May 1916. His battalion had the previous year on 
gne; the Division served with distinction on the Western 

ost of the significant actions. 

It was revolution in Russia that changed the nature of the stale mate in the west. 

ate 1917, allowing the Germans to transfer many Divisions to 

the Western Front. They knew that time was running out, for the United States of America 

had entered the war on the Allied side and it was only a matter of time before vast untapped 

The Germans struck in the "Kaiserschlacht" offensive on 21 March 1918. Such was 

the vigour of their attack that they broke through the British line and pushed towards the key 

annel Ports. Held only after the bitterest of defensive fighting, 

s effort was exhausted and the line froze once more. The Allies gained strength, 

1919 Victory Medal. 
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He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 1. E. 7. Cemetery: 
CHAUNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY BRITISH EXTENSION 

CHAPTER 2 

  

ROYAL �AVY  

The Royal Navy had held the Spithead Review on the 20th July 1914. Many of the 

ships had been manned by reservists. Afterwards they were not dismissed but retained thus 

the RN was manned at the outbreak of war. Rowhedge, Salcott and Tollesbury were fishing 

ports hence many men were RNR or RNVR and remained on duty. 

THE FIRST �AVAL LOSS FROM THE VILLAGES 

HMS PATHFI�DER lost 5
th

 SEPTEMBER 1914  

 

Original press reports believed she had hit a mine near her magazine. Out of the crew 

of 264, 58 were saved, 4 were listed as killed, 13 wounded and 242 missing.  The shock of the 

explosion was felt by a trawler 10 miles distant, and her crew saw H. M. S. Pathfinder 

upright in the water for a moment before she disappeared.  

In practice it was subsequently learned she had been torpedoed by U.21 off the east 

coast of Scotland on 5th September 1914. She was so short of coal whilst on patrol that she 

could only manage a speed of 5 knots making her an easy target. She was the first British 

warship to be sunk by a torpedo, with the first live torpedo fired by a submarine in 

wartime,   Kpt. lt. Otto Hersing from SM U 21 hit the British light cruiser HMS Pathfinder 

(3,000 tons) off the Firth of Forth on a calm, sunlit day. The cruiser sank within minutes with 

heavy loss of life. Hersing, who was to become one of Germany's leading U-boat aces, 

remained in command of SM U 21 for 3 years and conducted 21 war patrols, during which he 

sank 36 ships, including two battleships and two cruisers.  



 

 

 CLOUGH
Stoker   H.M.S. "Pathfinder." Age
291102. He was born 30th June 1876. He was the son of the late Samuel and Emily Clough, 
of Fingringhoe, Essex; husband of Lucy Jane Clough,
His family had a threshing business and kept their machines in a yard opposite the Village 
Hall. ; as a boy of 12 James would stand on a box in order to reach a steering wheel on the 
machinery. He grew up in a house ca
St Osyth brickworks; he and his wife moved nearby. When he was
so he moved his family to Abberton and joined the Royal Navy. His last 3 children were born 
at Pigsfoot Green where the famil
born after his father's death. 

The 1901 census shows a sister Emily Clough aged 22 born in Fingringhoe and 
working as a housemaid in Islington: a
living at St Osyth. He worked 
as a stoker in 1901, having likewise been born at Fingringhoe. A William Clough served on 
H. M. S. Inflexible. 

Alex held the Long Service and 
Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal
Memorial Reference: 4.: Chatham Naval
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CLOUGH, Alex James. Royal Navy. He was the 
Aged 39 he died on the 05/09/1914. His service 

He was born 30th June 1876. He was the son of the late Samuel and Emily Clough, 
of Fingringhoe, Essex; husband of Lucy Jane Clough, of Fingringhoe, They had 7 children. 
His family had a threshing business and kept their machines in a yard opposite the Village 
Hall. ; as a boy of 12 James would stand on a box in order to reach a steering wheel on the 
machinery. He grew up in a house called Whale Cottage. James first worked as an engineer at 
St Osyth brickworks; he and his wife moved nearby. When he was 23, the firm closed down, 

he moved his family to Abberton and joined the Royal Navy. His last 3 children were born 
where the family lived in a pair of cottages. His youngest child, Jim was 

The 1901 census shows a sister Emily Clough aged 22 born in Fingringhoe and 
in Islington: a brother, James Clough aged 23 born i

 as a stoker on a naval vessel. Alex himself was at sea working 
as a stoker in 1901, having likewise been born at Fingringhoe. A William Clough served on 

 

Alex held the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, 1914 -1915 Star, 1914
1919 Victory Medal. He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead

hatham Naval Memorial 

 

He was the Chief 
ervice number was 

He was born 30th June 1876. He was the son of the late Samuel and Emily Clough, 
hey had 7 children. 

His family had a threshing business and kept their machines in a yard opposite the Village 
Hall. ; as a boy of 12 James would stand on a box in order to reach a steering wheel on the 

lled Whale Cottage. James first worked as an engineer at 
23, the firm closed down, 

he moved his family to Abberton and joined the Royal Navy. His last 3 children were born 
is youngest child, Jim was 

The 1901 census shows a sister Emily Clough aged 22 born in Fingringhoe and 
brother, James Clough aged 23 born in Fingringhoe & 

as a stoker on a naval vessel. Alex himself was at sea working 
as a stoker in 1901, having likewise been born at Fingringhoe. A William Clough served on 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War 
Commonwealth War Dead 



 

 

STUART, Percy Charles He was a p
Division Aged 29 when he was killed on the 
CH/14085.He enlisted 28th September 1903 at the age of 18. He had been born 5
1885. His father was William Goldsmith Stuart & his mother Phyllis. The 1901 ce
Percy C Stuart aged 15 born in Walthamstow living in Shoreditch working as a car maker. 
His mother’s name is spelt Phillis aged 44 & born in Fingringhoe (also wrongly spelt in the 
Census). His father is listed as William G. Stuart aged 50 workin
His place of birth is given as All Hallowes in the City
Warner born 1815 & died September 1885 & grandmother
They are both buried in Fingringhoe graveyard. T
Percy held the 1914 -1915 Star, 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914
commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 4.
Memorial 

SOUTH Frederick. He served as a 
"Pathfinder."  He was killed on the
was the son of John South, of 1, Ilfracombe Rd., Southend
Knights, Essex 12 September 1887

He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914
commemorated on the Commemorated 
Chatham Naval Memorial  
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He was a private in the Royal Marine Light Infantry
when he was killed on the 05/09/1914. His service number was

September 1903 at the age of 18. He had been born 5
1885. His father was William Goldsmith Stuart & his mother Phyllis. The 1901 ce
ercy C Stuart aged 15 born in Walthamstow living in Shoreditch working as a car maker. 

His mother’s name is spelt Phillis aged 44 & born in Fingringhoe (also wrongly spelt in the 
Census). His father is listed as William G. Stuart aged 50 working as a cycle packer & porter. 
His place of birth is given as All Hallowes in the City of London. His grandfather was James 
Warner born 1815 & died September 1885 & grandmother, Elizabeth born 1828 died1909.  
They are both buried in Fingringhoe graveyard. Their tombstone has a memorial to Percy.

1915 Star,  

 

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal. He is 
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 4. Chatham Naval 

 

erved as a Leading Seaman in the Royal Navy on
He was killed on the 05/09/1914 aged 26. His service number was 224839. He 

on of John South, of 1, Ilfracombe Rd., Southend-on-Sea. Place of Birth: Tolleshunt 
1887.  

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 
commemorated on the Commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 1. 

Royal Marine Light Infantry, Chatham 
. His service number was 

September 1903 at the age of 18. He had been born 5th September 
1885. His father was William Goldsmith Stuart & his mother Phyllis. The 1901 census shows 
ercy C Stuart aged 15 born in Walthamstow living in Shoreditch working as a car maker. 

His mother’s name is spelt Phillis aged 44 & born in Fingringhoe (also wrongly spelt in the 
g as a cycle packer & porter. 
. His grandfather was James 

Elizabeth born 1828 died1909.  
heir tombstone has a memorial to Percy. 

. He is 
Chatham Naval 

on H.M.S. 
number was 224839. He 

Sea. Place of Birth: Tolleshunt 

1919 Victory Medal and is 
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 1. 
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THE LIVE BAIT SQUADRO� 

  During the early months of World War 1 the Royal Eavy maintained a patrol of old 

Cressy class armoured cruisers, known as Cruiser Force C, in the area of the Eorth Sea 

known as the Broad Fourteens. There was opposition to this patrol from many senior 

officers, including Admiral Jellicoe and Commodores Keyes and Tyrwhitt, on the grounds 

that the ships were very vulnerable to a raid by modern German surface ships and the patrol 

was nick named the "live bait squadron". The Admiralty maintained the patrol on the 

grounds that destroyers were not able to maintain the patrol in the frequent bad weather and 

that there were insufficient modern light cruisers available.     In the early hours of 

September 20th 1914 the cruisers HMS Euryalus, HMS Aboukir, HMS Hogue and HMS 

Cressy were preparing to go on patrol under Rear Admiral Christian in Euryalus. Eormally 

the patrol was under command of Rear Admiral Campbell in HMS Bacchantes but he was 

absent so Christian helped fill the gap although he had other duties. The weather was too bad 

for destroyers to be at sea and unfortunately Euryalus had to drop out due to lack of coal and 

weather damage to her wireless, Rear Admiral Christian had to remain with his ship rather 

than transfer to another ship as the weather was too bad to transfer. He delegated command 

to Captain Drummond in Aboukir although he did not make it clear that Drummond had the 

authority to order the destroyers to go to sea, if the weather improved, which it did towards 

the end of September 21st. 

Tuesday, 22 September 1914 sinking of the 3 cruisers HMS Aboukir, Hogue, and 

Cressy off the Dutch coast by U.9 being sunk one by one as each ship went in turn to the 

assistance of their sisters. 

 “Early on September 22nd 1914 the German submarine U9 under the command of 

Commander Otto Weddigen sighted the Cressy, Aboukir and Hogue steaming EEE at 10 

knots without zigzagging. Although the patrols were supposed to maintain 12-13 knots and 

zigzag, the old cruisers were unable to maintain that speed. Also the zigzagging order was 

widely ignored as there had been no submarines sighted in the area during the war. 

U9 manoeuvred to attack and at about 6.25 AM fired a single torpedo at Aboukir, 

which struck her on her port side. Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and despite 

counter flooding developed a 20 degree list and lost engine power. It was soon clear that she 

was a lost cause and Captain Drummond ordered her to be abandoned. However, only one 

boat had survived the attack, so most of the crew had to jump into the sea. At first Drummond 

thought that Aboukir had been mined and signalled the other two cruisers to close and assist 

but he soon realised that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other cruisers away, but too 

late. 

As Aboukir rolled over and sank, half an hour after being attacked, U9 fired two 

torpedoes at HMS Hogue that hit her amidships and rapidly flooded her engine room. 

Captain Eicholson of Hogue had stopped the ship to lower boats to rescue the crew of 

Aboukir, thinking that as he was the other side of Aboukir from U9 he would be safe. 

Unfortunately U9 had manoeuvred around Aboukir and attacked Hogue from a range of only 
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300 yards.    The firing of two torpedoes affected the trim of U9, which broke the surface 

briefly and was fired on by Hogue without effect.    It only took Hogue ten minutes to sink as 

U9 headed for HMS Cressy. Cressy, under Captain Johnson, had also stopped to lower boats 

but got underway on sighting a periscope. At about 7.20 AM however U9 fired two torpedoes, 

one of which just missed but the other hit Cressy on her starboard side, Cressy briefly firing 

on U9s periscope with no effect.    The damage to Cressy was not fatal but U9 turned round 

and fired her last torpedo, which hit Cressy sinking her within a quarter of an hour. 

Survivors were picked up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch Flora 

and Titan and the British trawlers JGC and Corainder before the Harwich force of light 

cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to Holland with 286 rescued crew, who were 

quickly returned to Britain even though the neutral Dutch should have interned them. In all 

837 men were rescued but 1459 died, many of which were reservists or cadets.” 

 

HMS ABOUKIR    HMS HOGUE 

 

 

 

HMS CRESSY    OTTO WEDDIGEN 

 

 



 

 

The following casualties on these ships earned the 1914 

Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal and are commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial

WEBB,   Gabriel Charles.  He served as an 
on H.M.S. "Aboukir."  Aged30 he was killed on the 22/09/1914. His service number was
270880. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. James Webb,
London; husband of Letitia Ellen Webb, of 134, Richmond Rd., Gillingham, Kent.
friend of Walter Ingate, who was killed in the same action on board HMS Cressy.
originally from the village but married a Tollesbury girl, who subsequently moved to 
Gillingham. He was well known in the village and respected in Tollesbury. 

 ELEY,   Albert.   He was an 

he was killed on the 22/09/1914 
was born in East Donyland on 19 February 1887. He was the son of Thomas Henry Eley, of 
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The following casualties on these ships earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914

1919 Victory Medal and are commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial

He served as an Engine Room Artificer 2nd Class Royal Navy 
Aged30 he was killed on the 22/09/1914. His service number was

on of Mr. and Mrs. James Webb, of 270, Albert Rd., North Woolwich, 
London; husband of Letitia Ellen Webb, of 134, Richmond Rd., Gillingham, Kent.
friend of Walter Ingate, who was killed in the same action on board HMS Cressy.
originally from the village but married a Tollesbury girl, who subsequently moved to 
Gillingham. He was well known in the village and respected in Tollesbury. 

 

 Able Seaman in the: Royal Navy on H.M.S. "Hogue." Aged
22/09/1914 His service number was: 224960. His Naval record shows he 

was born in East Donyland on 19 February 1887. He was the son of Thomas Henry Eley, of 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War 

1919 Victory Medal and are commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial 

Engine Room Artificer 2nd Class Royal Navy 
Aged30 he was killed on the 22/09/1914. His service number was 

of 270, Albert Rd., North Woolwich, 
London; husband of Letitia Ellen Webb, of 134, Richmond Rd., Gillingham, Kent.  He was a 
friend of Walter Ingate, who was killed in the same action on board HMS Cressy. He was not 
originally from the village but married a Tollesbury girl, who subsequently moved to 
Gillingham. He was well known in the village and respected in Tollesbury.  

H.M.S. "Hogue." Aged 27 
His Naval record shows he 

was born in East Donyland on 19 February 1887. He was the son of Thomas Henry Eley, of 
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224, Old Heath, Colchester. The 1901Census shows Albert was employed as a labourer in a 
laundry. 

 

I�GATE, Walter William.  He served as a Seaman in the Royal Naval Reserve on H.M.S. 
"Hogue." he was killed on the: 22/09/1914 His service number was 4050B.  Walter William 
Ingate was born 16th March 1886 in the Maldon District. He was 5 foot 4 1/2 inches tall with 
a dark complexion & hazel eyes. His parents were Walter Rose Ingate & Grace Ingate. He 
was a Tollesbury fisherman and the first Tollesbury boy to die in the war.  

He got married in 1909 in Tendring, Essex.  His widow, Mrs K. P. Woodward lived at 
18 Princes Street, Harwich post war. She received payments of prize money of £12/10s on 
the 1/2/1921, as an interim payment. A further payment of £18/15s was received as a final 
award on the 9/5/1922.  His Service Record shows he enrolled in the RNR on the 16th March 
1906. He received a retainer of 30 shillings paid 14 times over the period 29/5/1911 to 
1/7/1914. He had trained on the following ships:-    HMS Cressy 25/2/1910 to 
24/3/1910;    HMS Hogue 31/1/1912 to 24/2/1912 sailing from  Sheerness to 
Brightlingsea;    HMS King Edward VII & HMS Russell 27/5/1914 to 23/ 6/1914 sailing 
from Torquay to Harwich. When he was called up he reported to Harwich on the 2/8/1914 
where he joined HMS HOGUE on the 3/8/1914. He was killed 22/9/1914. 

Pre-war his Sailing Record shows he served on the following vessels:- Yarta 
(KG587)  sailed overseas 14/3/1911 to 26/7/1911;  Favourite  (CK319) fishing 26/4/1911 to 
30/9/1911;    White Heather  (ON119) a yacht 18/3/1912 to 28/9/1912. He then worked as 
an AB for the Great Eastern Railway  on the North Sea Ferries from 3/5/1913 and his name is 
commemorated on the Liverpool Street Station Memorial.  

 

COOK, Willie.  He served as a Seaman in the Royal Naval Reserve on H.M.S. "Cressy." 
Aged 30 he was killed on the 22/09/1914 His service number was 3171C. He was the son of 
Harry M.  & Charlotte Cook, of Mount Pleasant, Rowhedge, Colchester; husband of B. G. 
Cook, of C. W. E. Cottage, Regent St., Rowhedge.  The 1881 Census had shown his father as 
a Master Mariner living in Albion Street at "Genesta Cottage". The1901 Census shows Willie 
Cook aged 1born and living East Donyland. Others at the same house were:- Henry Cook 
aged 7, Thomas Cook aged 10  & William Cook aged 12 .All were born & living at Donyland 
and listed as scholars. While, Cyril Cook aged 16 born & living at East Donyland, was 
working as a Carpenter & Joiner 
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 RUSSELL,   Frederick.   He was a Stoker 1st Class in the Royal Navy on H.M.S. "Cressy". 
He was listed as killed in action with a submarine in the North Sea  on 22 September 1914. 
He was aged 32. His service number was 302354, (RFR/CH/B/5554). 

 Husband of S. A. E. Russell, of the "Plough and Sail," inn Tollesbury, Essex.. He was one of 
a number of men killed in this action from the local area:- Gabriel Webb & Walter Ingate 
from Tollesbury plus two from Rowhedge & two more from Mersea. 

 

HMS Hawke, old cruiser, torpedoed and sunk by U.9 in �orth Sea 

 

HMS Hawke was in the northern waters of the Eorth Sea with a similar ship, H.M.S. 

Theseus, when they were attacked. They were operating on October 15th 1914 without a 

destroyer screen. Unfortunately they were slower than the submarine U9, which was tracking 

them. Their position was some 60 miles off Aberdeen. At the time, H.M.S. Hawke had just 

turned to intercept a neutral Eorwegian collier. 

The U-Boat Commander was Lieutenant Weddigen. He missed the Theseus with his 

first torpedo but unfortunately hit H.M.S. Hawke amidships near a magazine. The detonation 

was followed by a second terrific explosion, in which a large number of the crew were killed. 

The ship sank within 5 minutes and was only able to launch one ship's boat. Five hundred 

and twenty five perished.  Only the 49 men in the long boat were saved. They were picked up 

3 hours later by a Eorwegian steamer. H.M.S. Theseus was under strict Admiralty orders not 

to attempt to pick up survivors, as only several weeks earlier there had been a disaster.  On 

that occasion, on the 22nd September, both H.M.S. Hogue and H.M.S. Cressy had also been 

torpedoed when going to pick up survivors from H.M.S. Aboukir.  The submarine that had 



 

 

sunk these three ships had again been Lieutenant Otto Weddigen

original author of the descriptive introductions is not k

number of websites) 

SAWKI�S, Claude. He served as a

Thursday, 15th October 1914. Aged 17 

of Oscar Joseph and Caroline Sawkins, who were long term residents of Langenhoe.

had been born in Peldon on the 16th October 1897. Claude's older siblings were christened at 

Langenhoe Church.  However, Oscar moved to Fingringhoe 

and he was christened in Fingringhoe. His relatives have continued to live in Langenhoe and 

a new road was named after the family. Claude and his elder brother Joseph both completed 

their initial training as boys at H. M. S

brother Joseph went on to serve on H.M.S. Vengeance, the same ship as Ernest Fryer from 

Langenhoe killed at Gallipoli. 

He earned the 1914 - 1915 star; the 1914

Claude is commemorated at Saint Andrew's Church, Fingringhoe on the Town Hall Memorial 

at Colchester and at the CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL PANEL 3.

ALLE� Marshall Claude. He served as a
"Hawke."  Aged he was killed on the 
the son of Bathsheba Jane Goodwin, of Berechurch, Colchester
Essex and his date of birth was 09/12/1896. This makes his age at death as being 17.
CWGC shows 19) 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

sunk these three ships had again been Lieutenant Otto Weddigen. (note REFEREECES 

original author of the descriptive introductions is not known as these items appear on a 

 

He served as a RN Boy 1st Class on H.M.S. Hawke. he was killed on 

October 1914. Aged 17 His service number was J/22753.Claude was the son 

of Oscar Joseph and Caroline Sawkins, who were long term residents of Langenhoe.

on the 16th October 1897. Claude's older siblings were christened at 

However, Oscar moved to Fingringhoe about the time of Claude's birth 

and he was christened in Fingringhoe. His relatives have continued to live in Langenhoe and 

a new road was named after the family. Claude and his elder brother Joseph both completed 

their initial training as boys at H. M. S. Ganges, a shore training establishment at Shotley. His 

brother Joseph went on to serve on H.M.S. Vengeance, the same ship as Ernest Fryer from 

Langenhoe killed at Gallipoli.  

 

1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Vict

Claude is commemorated at Saint Andrew's Church, Fingringhoe on the Town Hall Memorial 

at Colchester and at the CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL PANEL 3. 

 

He served as a Boy 1st Class in the Royal Navy
he was killed on the 15/10/1914. His service number was J/22871

the son of Bathsheba Jane Goodwin, of Berechurch, Colchester. He was born in Thorpe in 
as 09/12/1896. This makes his age at death as being 17.

(note REFEREECES  The 

nown as these items appear on a 

he was killed on  

Claude was the son 

of Oscar Joseph and Caroline Sawkins, who were long term residents of Langenhoe.  Claude 

on the 16th October 1897. Claude's older siblings were christened at 

about the time of Claude's birth 

and he was christened in Fingringhoe. His relatives have continued to live in Langenhoe and 

a new road was named after the family. Claude and his elder brother Joseph both completed 

. Ganges, a shore training establishment at Shotley. His 

brother Joseph went on to serve on H.M.S. Vengeance, the same ship as Ernest Fryer from 

1919 Victory Medal 

Claude is commemorated at Saint Andrew's Church, Fingringhoe on the Town Hall Memorial 
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He earned the 1914 = 1915 star; the 1914

SUBMARI�ES   

BECKWITH, Percy R. He was a

SUBMARINE "E3." He was aged 24when

number was K/2496. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Beckwith, o

D'Arcy. He is shown in his naval records as born Maldon, Essex on the 4th March 1890

The British submarine HMS E3 was one of the first Britis
constructed, built at Barrow by Vickers in 1911 and 1912. Built with compartmentalisation 
and endurance not previously achievable, these were the best submarines in the Royal Navy 
at the start of the First World War, and they pro

He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914

HMS E3 did not however share in that success, falling victim to the first ever 

successful attack on one submarine by another. On the 18

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

.  

He earned the 1914 = 1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

  

He was a Stoker 1st Class in the Royal Navy serving on H. M. 

He was aged 24when he was killed on the 18/10/1914

K/2496. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. Beckwith, of Heron Hall, Tolleshunt 

He is shown in his naval records as born Maldon, Essex on the 4th March 1890

The British submarine HMS E3 was one of the first British E class submarines to be 
constructed, built at Barrow by Vickers in 1911 and 1912. Built with compartmentalisation 
and endurance not previously achievable, these were the best submarines in the Royal Navy 
at the start of the First World War, and they proved their worth throughout the conflict.

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

HMS E3 did not however share in that success, falling victim to the first ever 

successful attack on one submarine by another. On the 18 October 1914 the E3 was 

1919 Victory Medal 

Royal Navy serving on H. M. 

18/10/1914 His service 

f Heron Hall, Tolleshunt 

He is shown in his naval records as born Maldon, Essex on the 4th March 1890. 
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ved their worth throughout the conflict. 

1919 Victory Medal  
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patrolling off Borkum in the Eorth Sea and had spotted some German destroyers ahead but 

was unable to get into a position to take a shot at them. Unable to pass them, Commander 

Cholmley retreated into the bay to wait for them to disperse. As he did so, he failed to see 

that the bay was also occupied by U-27 which fired a single torpedo right into the centre of 

the British boat, breaking her in two. The two halves rapidly sank, taking all 28 members of 

the boat's crew to the bottom with her. He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War 
Dead Memorial Reference: 4. Portsmouth Naval Memorial: 

Avery much luckier career was enjoyed by Mark Hyam from Peldon.  This Obituary 
was written by his granddaughter Kaye Mordle & provided by  Mrs Margaret Balls 2007 

  HYAM, Mark 

My Grandfather, Mark Hyam was born on May 25th 1889 at Colchester in Essex. He joined 
the Royal Navy in Portsmouth on January 14th 1909, for a period of twelve years. Prior to 
joining up he lived in Peldon and returned here when he retired for a while. 

 

HM Submarine E6 

After doing his initial training at H. M. S. Eelson he joined the H. M. S. Foresight, a 
light cruiser of 2850 tons, built in 1904, where he became a Stoker 1st Class. Between 1909 
and 1912 he served in a variety of cruisers but on February 11th 1912 he was found to be 
medically fit for service in submarines. Thereafter the rest of his naval career was spent under 
water.     His training took place at H. M. S. Dolphin, some of it on Holland One, later joining 
H. M. S. Maidstone, a submarine depot ship. He joined E6 and took part in the Battle of 
Heligoland Bight on 28th August 1914, for which he received prize money.    On 25 
September 1914, E6 fouled on 2 mines in Heligoland Bight but she escaped. Sometime 
during late January 1915 he slipped and caught his right hand in the gears of a turbo pump. 
He was eventually admitted to the Royal Naval Hospital at Chatham where a young surgeon 
rebuilt his hand. The injury saved his life as a few months later E6 was lost with all hands. E6 
was mined on 26 December 1915 in the North Sea off Harwich.  

 



 

 

He was then sent to Russia, where he joined 
attacked the German steamer Luleå 

changed course and missed E19 with only 15 meters, and he had to withdraw. But the next 
day exceeds all expectations On the 11 October 1915
the one day.:- S.S. Walter Leonard (0830 hours )

(1300 hours) , S.S. Director Reppenhagen (1400 hours), S.S. Eicomedia (1500 hours),

south of Öland, within a few hours and without any casualties. The German crews were 
transferred to Swedish ships or lifeboats before their vessels were
vessel was boarded & either blown up with explosives or the sea cocks were opened because 
the E19 Captain did not trust his torpedoes. On 7 November 1915, E19 sunk the German l
cruiser of SMS Undine. 

The picture is of the Engine Room Branch of HM Submarine E6. Mark i

On the 11th December 1916, he was awarded the Russian medal of St. George. 
The Order of St. George had a motto: "For Service and Valour."
fortitude, bravery, and zealous service, as well as for the glory of Russian arms. Saint George 
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HM Submarine E19 

He was then sent to Russia, where he joined E19 and saw much action. He had 
Luleå in the south Baltic. None of four torpedoes worked, one 

changed course and missed E19 with only 15 meters, and he had to withdraw. But the next 
day exceeds all expectations On the 11 October 1915  she sank 5 German transport ships on 

lter Leonard (0830 hours ), S.S. Germania (1115 hours), S.S. Gutrune, 

(1300 hours) , S.S. Director Reppenhagen (1400 hours), S.S. Eicomedia (1500 hours),

south of Öland, within a few hours and without any casualties. The German crews were 
to Swedish ships or lifeboats before their vessels were sunk.  In each case the 
boarded & either blown up with explosives or the sea cocks were opened because 

Captain did not trust his torpedoes. On 7 November 1915, E19 sunk the German l

Engine Room Branch of HM Submarine E6. Mark is 1st left back row 

On the 11th December 1916, he was awarded the Russian medal of St. George. 
The Order of St. George had a motto: "For Service and Valour." and was awarded for 
fortitude, bravery, and zealous service, as well as for the glory of Russian arms. Saint George 
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S.S. Germania (1115 hours), S.S. Gutrune, 

(1300 hours) , S.S. Director Reppenhagen (1400 hours), S.S. Eicomedia (1500 hours), just 
south of Öland, within a few hours and without any casualties. The German crews were 
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fortitude, bravery, and zealous service, as well as for the glory of Russian arms. Saint George 



 

 

was the patron saint and defender of Russia. The order was divided into four classes and 
consisted of a enamelled gold cross. a four
ribbon.    Winters were spent iced up in Revel harbo
February 1917 shortages and dissatisfaction amongst the Russian middle classes had become 
obvious to the British servicemen.
DSO, who on the eve of the 12th March Revolution was in Petrograd on leave. He 
immediately made his way back to Revel by train. Although dissention was everywhere the 
British were still being well treated. By January 1918, 
fleet was disbanded leaving only a few men behind. The rest suffered an arduous journey by 
train and boat, finally reaching England (and in my Grandfather's case, back at Dolphin) by 
15th January. E19 was scuttled by 
Gulf of Finland, along with E1, E8, E9, C26, C27

German forces who had landed nearby.
Crescent, a cruiser used as a depot ship for K class submarines. here he joined the notorious 
L Boat fleet, which was used for patrol in the North Sea. Initially on 
doing diving trials in the Gare Loch. Starting to dive, the submarine went out of control, 
ploughing into the sea bed 112 feet down. When all her air tanks had been emptied, the 
submarine floated back up to the surface with only superficial damage. The accident occurred 
due to a fault with the hydroplanes.

By January 1920 Grandpa w
S. Dolphin where he spent the last days of his service.
Stoker Petty Officer. He was due to leave the Royal Navy on the 12th February 1921 He left 
one month earlier, on January 10th and so avoided being selected for the new crew of K5. 
Ten days later, on January 20th. K5 went 
found.   The K5 left Torbay on 19 January 1921 with the K8, K15, K10 and K22 for a mock 

battle in the Bay of Biscay. The submarine was commanded by an experienced officer, 

Lieutenant-Commander John A Gaimes, DSO, RE, but had a new crew. The full complement 

included 51 other ranks onboard. All 57 hands were lost on 20 January about 120 miles 

south-west of the Isles of Scilly. She had signalled that she was diving but she did not surface 

at the end of the exercise. After a battery cover and a sailor's "ditty box" were recovered, it 

was presumed that she had somehow gone past her maximum depth.
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was the patron saint and defender of Russia. The order was divided into four classes and 
consisted of a enamelled gold cross. a four-pointed star, and a black and orange 

Winters were spent iced up in Revel harbour (modern Tallin in Estonia). B
February 1917 shortages and dissatisfaction amongst the Russian middle classes had become 
obvious to the British servicemen. E19 was commanded by Captain Francis Cromie CB 
DSO, who on the eve of the 12th March Revolution was in Petrograd on leave. He 
immediately made his way back to Revel by train. Although dissention was everywhere the 
British were still being well treated. By January 1918, in a worsening situation the submarine 
fleet was disbanded leaving only a few men behind. The rest suffered an arduous journey by 
train and boat, finally reaching England (and in my Grandfather's case, back at Dolphin) by 

was scuttled by her crew outside Helsinki 1.5nm south of Harmaja Light, 
E1, E8, E9, C26, C27, and C35 to avoid seizure by advancing 

German forces who had landed nearby.        By April 1918 he had been posted to 
d as a depot ship for K class submarines. here he joined the notorious 

L Boat fleet, which was used for patrol in the North Sea. Initially on K16, he was aboard 
doing diving trials in the Gare Loch. Starting to dive, the submarine went out of control, 

ghing into the sea bed 112 feet down. When all her air tanks had been emptied, the 
submarine floated back up to the surface with only superficial damage. The accident occurred 
due to a fault with the hydroplanes. 

 

HM Submarine K5 

By January 1920 Grandpa was serving on K5. . After leaving K5 he returned to
where he spent the last days of his service.  At the time he held the acting rank of 

Stoker Petty Officer. He was due to leave the Royal Navy on the 12th February 1921 He left 
arlier, on January 10th and so avoided being selected for the new crew of K5. 

Ten days later, on January 20th. K5 went down. No reason for this disaster has ever been 
left Torbay on 19 January 1921 with the K8, K15, K10 and K22 for a mock 

The submarine was commanded by an experienced officer, 

Commander John A Gaimes, DSO, RE, but had a new crew. The full complement 

included 51 other ranks onboard. All 57 hands were lost on 20 January about 120 miles 

west of the Isles of Scilly. She had signalled that she was diving but she did not surface 

at the end of the exercise. After a battery cover and a sailor's "ditty box" were recovered, it 

was presumed that she had somehow gone past her maximum depth. 
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ghing into the sea bed 112 feet down. When all her air tanks had been emptied, the 

submarine floated back up to the surface with only superficial damage. The accident occurred 
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left Torbay on 19 January 1921 with the K8, K15, K10 and K22 for a mock 

The submarine was commanded by an experienced officer, 

Commander John A Gaimes, DSO, RE, but had a new crew. The full complement 

included 51 other ranks onboard. All 57 hands were lost on 20 January about 120 miles 

west of the Isles of Scilly. She had signalled that she was diving but she did not surface 

at the end of the exercise. After a battery cover and a sailor's "ditty box" were recovered, it 
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He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 
However, in 1922 he received only the 1914-1920 War Medal, and the 1914-1919 Victory 
Medal. He should also have been entitled to the 1914-1915 Star as well. Grandpa, having 
survived two World Wars, finally died one day short of his 101st Birthday in 1990. His ashes 
are buried with his father.      

 

THE ROYAL �AVAL DIVISIO� - R�D  

The Royal Naval Division, of which the Hawke Battalion formed part, was raised at 
the beginning of the First World War and was made up of officers and men of the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve,  Royal Marines, the Army & :stokers of the Royal Fleet Reserve 
and seamen of the Royal Naval Reserve.  The Naval Infantry Battalions were named after 
famous admirals: - Howe, Anson, Hood, Nelson, Drake, Collingwood, Benbow & Hawke. 
The 63rd (Royal Naval) Division saw service in Gallipoli and later France and Flanders 
fighting alongside Army Divisions in the Front Line. 

They took very heavy casualties, firstly at Gallipoli and later on the Western Front. 
By the end of the war the 2 RM Battalions had shrunk to just one and the RN to just 2. Army 
units including the Honourable Artillery Corps Infantry were drafted in to make up the 
strength. 

 

 Hood Battalion 26/11/16 to 17/2/17. 

PETTICA�, Thomas.  He served as an Able Seaman in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
in the Hood Battalion. R.N. Division  He was aged 21 when he was killed on the 
17/02/1917 His service number was Tyneside Z/7190.  The 1901 census shows Thomas 
Pettican aged 4 years born & living in Tollesbury. He was born 2 April 1896.  His father was 
Thomas & his mother Sarah Pettican. The census shows siblings: - Charles aged 11 & Sarah 
aged 3. He joined the Royal Naval Division in 1915. After training at the Crystal Palace he 
crossed to France in August 1916. His RND records show him listed as miner. His home 
address: 23 Hobcroft Terrace, Skiller Lane, Carcroft, Doncaster ; Next-of-Kin: Mother, 
Sarah, Collinswood Cottage, Ardleigh, Nr. Colchester, Essex, later of: High St., Salcott, Nr. 
Witham, Essex. He enlisted 25/8/15. He was drafted to the BEF 22/8/16 and served with the 



 

 

After a short spell out of the line, the Hood battalion returned on the night of 1

February 1917 with the aim of attacking the two Ge

The attack was planned to begin at 23.00. The attacking forces from the RED were given 

their separate objectives: the Hood was detailed to attack a well defined sector of German 

trench and an ill defined group of posts i

attack, closest to the river. An effort had been made to link up the shell holes into a 

continuous trench in which the attacking sailors could assemble. It gave them little cover, but 

it was here that the companies lined up at 21.00 on the evening of 03/02/1917. There was a 

hard frost (the water froze in their bottles) and a bright moon.

  The distance to the German first line (Puisieux trench) was about 300 yards, with 

barely another 100 yards to the seco

just downhill from the Bois d'Hollande. There was to be no attack on either flank, so the 

Germans would be able to react very quickly to this assault. The men set off behind a 

creeping barrage and soon occupied the first trench without too much opposition. There was, 

however, a machine gun position in a fortified emplacement to the left of the Hood's attack. 

In the confusion of the battle, the whole of the Hood ended up attacking the German posts in 

the valley; the left platoon should have carried on up the hill with the Hawke battalion to 

their left. The commanding officer of the Hood was wounded and his role was taken by Lt. 

Commander Asquith. He managed to get the Hood back into the correct alignment by

0n 04/02/1917. The German machine gun caused a gap to open between the left of the Hood 

and the right of the other attacking battalion, the Hawke. A counter attack was launched by 

the Germans at 07.00 bombing communications up the Ancre and an inten

fell on each flank of the capture positions. There were heavy casualties. One post on the flank 

of the Hood had been surprised and captured by the Germans. By 20.00 the situation was 

quiet and an attempt was made to join up with the Hawke 

trench, and so cut off the machine gun position. This failed when Asquith was wounded. The 

position was finally taken by the Hawke at dawn the next day. At 05.30 the Hood had also 

retaken the post, which had previously been l

attacks were launched during the day, but were broken up by artillery. There were a high 

number of casualties during the attack, which lasted for 50 hours. Because it was so difficult 

to evacuate the wounded, a very high proportion of these died. Two Hood officers were 

killed: Lt. Oliver and Sub Lt Jacobs, both of whom are buried at Queen's Cemetery Bucquoy.

On 17/02/1917 a successful attack was launched on Miraumont and, as a result, the 

Germans abandoned Serre, Miraumont and Pys and, eventually, Puisieux and Gommecourt. 

They only now remained at Irles.

battlefield cemeteries by V Corp when they cleared the area in 1917". 

Jerrold's "The Royal Naval Division", Hutchinson 1928.

 

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914
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After a short spell out of the line, the Hood battalion returned on the night of 1

February 1917 with the aim of attacking the two German trenches commanding Grancourt. 

The attack was planned to begin at 23.00. The attacking forces from the RED were given 

their separate objectives: the Hood was detailed to attack a well defined sector of German 

trench and an ill defined group of posts in the valley. They were on the extreme right of the 

attack, closest to the river. An effort had been made to link up the shell holes into a 

continuous trench in which the attacking sailors could assemble. It gave them little cover, but 

companies lined up at 21.00 on the evening of 03/02/1917. There was a 

hard frost (the water froze in their bottles) and a bright moon. 

The distance to the German first line (Puisieux trench) was about 300 yards, with 

barely another 100 yards to the second line in River trench. The Hood probably assembled 

just downhill from the Bois d'Hollande. There was to be no attack on either flank, so the 

Germans would be able to react very quickly to this assault. The men set off behind a 

ccupied the first trench without too much opposition. There was, 

however, a machine gun position in a fortified emplacement to the left of the Hood's attack. 

In the confusion of the battle, the whole of the Hood ended up attacking the German posts in 

alley; the left platoon should have carried on up the hill with the Hawke battalion to 

their left. The commanding officer of the Hood was wounded and his role was taken by Lt. 

Commander Asquith. He managed to get the Hood back into the correct alignment by

0n 04/02/1917. The German machine gun caused a gap to open between the left of the Hood 

and the right of the other attacking battalion, the Hawke. A counter attack was launched by 

the Germans at 07.00 bombing communications up the Ancre and an intensive bombardment 

fell on each flank of the capture positions. There were heavy casualties. One post on the flank 

of the Hood had been surprised and captured by the Germans. By 20.00 the situation was 

quiet and an attempt was made to join up with the Hawke battalion on the left in River 

trench, and so cut off the machine gun position. This failed when Asquith was wounded. The 

position was finally taken by the Hawke at dawn the next day. At 05.30 the Hood had also 

retaken the post, which had previously been lost in the valley. Several unsuccessful counter 

attacks were launched during the day, but were broken up by artillery. There were a high 

number of casualties during the attack, which lasted for 50 hours. Because it was so difficult 

a very high proportion of these died. Two Hood officers were 

killed: Lt. Oliver and Sub Lt Jacobs, both of whom are buried at Queen's Cemetery Bucquoy.

On 17/02/1917 a successful attack was launched on Miraumont and, as a result, the 

re, Miraumont and Pys and, eventually, Puisieux and Gommecourt. 

They only now remained at Irles.        The sailors who had died in the battle were buried in 

battlefield cemeteries by V Corp when they cleared the area in 1917". reference Douglas 
"The Royal Naval Division", Hutchinson 1928. 

 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

After a short spell out of the line, the Hood battalion returned on the night of 1-2 

rman trenches commanding Grancourt. 

The attack was planned to begin at 23.00. The attacking forces from the RED were given 

their separate objectives: the Hood was detailed to attack a well defined sector of German 

n the valley. They were on the extreme right of the 

attack, closest to the river. An effort had been made to link up the shell holes into a 

continuous trench in which the attacking sailors could assemble. It gave them little cover, but 

companies lined up at 21.00 on the evening of 03/02/1917. There was a 

The distance to the German first line (Puisieux trench) was about 300 yards, with 

nd line in River trench. The Hood probably assembled 

just downhill from the Bois d'Hollande. There was to be no attack on either flank, so the 

Germans would be able to react very quickly to this assault. The men set off behind a 

ccupied the first trench without too much opposition. There was, 

however, a machine gun position in a fortified emplacement to the left of the Hood's attack. 

In the confusion of the battle, the whole of the Hood ended up attacking the German posts in 

alley; the left platoon should have carried on up the hill with the Hawke battalion to 

their left. The commanding officer of the Hood was wounded and his role was taken by Lt. 

Commander Asquith. He managed to get the Hood back into the correct alignment by 08.00 

0n 04/02/1917. The German machine gun caused a gap to open between the left of the Hood 

and the right of the other attacking battalion, the Hawke. A counter attack was launched by 

sive bombardment 

fell on each flank of the capture positions. There were heavy casualties. One post on the flank 

of the Hood had been surprised and captured by the Germans. By 20.00 the situation was 

battalion on the left in River 

trench, and so cut off the machine gun position. This failed when Asquith was wounded. The 

position was finally taken by the Hawke at dawn the next day. At 05.30 the Hood had also 

ost in the valley. Several unsuccessful counter 

attacks were launched during the day, but were broken up by artillery. There were a high 

number of casualties during the attack, which lasted for 50 hours. Because it was so difficult 

a very high proportion of these died. Two Hood officers were 

killed: Lt. Oliver and Sub Lt Jacobs, both of whom are buried at Queen's Cemetery Bucquoy. 

On 17/02/1917 a successful attack was launched on Miraumont and, as a result, the 

re, Miraumont and Pys and, eventually, Puisieux and Gommecourt. 

The sailors who had died in the battle were buried in 

reference Douglas 
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He is commemorated on the Commonwealth Memorial: Pier and Face 1 A. Memorial: 
THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

 

CARD Lewin Henry He served as a Sub-Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
in the Hood Battalion. R.N. Division.(63rd Division). Originally he was serving with number 
ex-London Z/380 as a Signalman RNVR assigned to HMS "Canada".  He was aged 27 when 
he died. He was the s on of Mr. C. L. and Mrs. E. Card, of 12, Wickham Rd., Colchester. The 
1901 Census shows Lewin Card aged 10 born in Suffolk at Ipswich & residing at Ipswich in 
the parish of St. Margaret's. Lewin was born 6th December1891. His wife was Isabel R. Card, 
c/o H. Herrington, Frimley Green, Surrey. Lewin enlisted into the 1st Battalion at the RND 
Depot at Crystal Palace on the 15th September 1914 where he remained until the 26th October 
1914. He was then drafted to Chatham where he was commissioned as a Temporary Sub 
Lieutenant RNVR 27/3/18. He was drafted to the BEF 10th August 1918. He joined the Hood 
Battalion on the1st September18 where he remained until he died of wounds on the 2nd 
October 1918 in 19th Casualty Clearing Station (wounded 30/9/18)  

The 63rd Division was heavily involved in the Battle of the Canal du Eord - 27th 

September - 1st October 1918. Cambrai is situated in the Eord-Pas de Calais region in 

northern France. It is surrounded by an elaborate system of canals providing links to the 

Steele and Scheldt rivers to the northeast and drainage of marshy lands. West of Cambrai, 

lies the Canal-du-Eord, whose construction at the outbreak of war had been left incomplete. 

The canal proved a serious obstacle to Allied troops advancing from the west. The enemy had 

flooded the already swampy area and there was only a 4,000-metre southward stretch in 

which the ground was firm. The Canal-du-Eord (itself 35 metres wide) was dry. If this 

passage could be crossed, Bourlon Wood and the high ground to the north could be captured. 

The enemy placed machine-gun posts close to the canal's flanks and other units were locked 

into natural defences. The main German defences at the Marquion Line were only a mile past 

the canal. It was in the Battle for this area he died.  



 

 

Lewin earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave
ROAD CEMETERY, BOISLEUX

  CHATTERSO�

Naval Volunteer Reserve, Hawke Battalion.
formerly served with the 6th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 
presumed killed on the 25/08/1918
December 1896. The son of  Elijah & Mrs. M. Chatterson, of Dolphin Villa, West St., 
Tollesbury, Essex. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury. He had 3 
brothers &3 sisters. When he left school he became a grocer's boy. He enjoyed

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. F. 12.: SUNKEN 
ROAD CEMETERY, BOISLEUX-ST. MARC & commemorated at Colchester Town Hall

 

CHATTERSO�, Frank.  He served as an Able Seaman in the
Hawke Battalion. of the R.N.  Division, 189th Brigade

6th Battalion Suffolk Regiment. Aged: 21 he was “
25/08/1918 His service number was R/3102   He wa
on of  Elijah & Mrs. M. Chatterson, of Dolphin Villa, West St., 

Tollesbury, Essex. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury. He had 3 
brothers &3 sisters. When he left school he became a grocer's boy. He enjoyed

  

 

Reference: III. F. 12.: SUNKEN 
Colchester Town Hall 

eaman in the Royal 
189th Brigade. He 
he was “Missing” 
He was born 28th 

on of  Elijah & Mrs. M. Chatterson, of Dolphin Villa, West St., 
Tollesbury, Essex. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury. He had 3 
brothers &3 sisters. When he left school he became a grocer's boy. He enjoyed football and 



 

 

other sports. His parents had official notification from the War Office that his death "must be 
presumed" on the 25th August 1918.

  His career in the Army was firstlyas
Regt., enlisted Territorial Force 12/12/15. The 1/6th (Cyclist) Battalion was formed in August 
1914 in Ipswich, where it joined the
remained in UK throughout the war.
BEF 4/7/17, joined Hawke Battalion
stage to make up the Hawke Battalion to full strength. This occurred when the Royal Naval 
Division moved to France from Gallipoli.

He was gassed and invalided to 
rejoined Hawke Battalion. 27/5/18
hand. Finally he rejoined Hawke Battalion. 8/6/18

He earned the 1914
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other sports. His parents had official notification from the War Office that his death "must be 
presumed" on the 25th August 1918. 

His career in the Army was firstlyas-265422 Private 1/6th (Cyclist) Battalion. Suffolk 
Territorial Force 12/12/15. The 1/6th (Cyclist) Battalion was formed in August 

in Ipswich, where it joined the 1st Mounted Division in August 1914.
remained in UK throughout the war.  He subsequently transferred to RND 15/6/17
BEF 4/7/17, joined Hawke Battalion in the period28/8/17-31/10/17. His transfer was at some 
stage to make up the Hawke Battalion to full strength. This occurred when the Royal Naval 
Division moved to France from Gallipoli. 

He was gassed and invalided to UK 6/11/17 ; Draft for BEF 17/5/18, 
joined Hawke Battalion. 27/5/18-4/6/18 when he received a gunshot wound to his right 

rejoined Hawke Battalion. 8/6/18-25/8/18 when he was killed

 

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

other sports. His parents had official notification from the War Office that his death "must be 

265422 Private 1/6th (Cyclist) Battalion. Suffolk 
Territorial Force 12/12/15. The 1/6th (Cyclist) Battalion was formed in August 

1st Mounted Division in August 1914.  This Battalion 
He subsequently transferred to RND 15/6/17; Draft for 

transfer was at some 
stage to make up the Hawke Battalion to full strength. This occurred when the Royal Naval 

UK 6/11/17 ; Draft for BEF 17/5/18, where he 
nshot wound to his right 

25/8/18 when he was killed. 

 

Victory Medal. 
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He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. C. 16. Cemetery: 
LEBUCQUIERE COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

 

THE LOCAL SAILORS 

 

THE KIEL REGATTA 1914 

It is interesting that Rowhedge and Tollesbury also provided pre-War crews for large 

racing yachts, including those owned by King George V, the Kaiser and other rich owners. 

The local men would fish in the winter months and crewed the big yachts in the summer. 

When war broke out on the August Bank holiday 1914, many of the Tollesbury men 

were on yachts in the Baltic. Although the Kaiser was pre-occupied with the pending war, his 

yacht Meteor took part crewed by Tollesbury sailors. Once war was declared they were given 

safe passage home on the orders of the Kaiser himself. In fact throughout the war Tollesbury 

was not bombed or shelled on the Kaiser’s instructions. 



 

 

THE RECRUITS  

Men and boys were queuing at recruiting offices. The local papers published 

the names of those, who had signed on. They also listed the number, who had yet to join. This 

pressure to enlist, continued for over a year until the horrendous casualty lists from Mons, 

Neuve Chapelle where we lost 16 year old Percy Mortlock.

Posters also applied pressure as did the practice of giving white feathers to men out of 

uniform in the street. To counter this practice the Government introduced the silver war 

badge to wounded men (shown on the right).
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CHAPTER 3 

en and boys were queuing at recruiting offices. The local papers published 

the names of those, who had signed on. They also listed the number, who had yet to join. This 

pressure to enlist, continued for over a year until the horrendous casualty lists from Mons, 

Neuve Chapelle where we lost 16 year old Percy Mortlock. 

osters also applied pressure as did the practice of giving white feathers to men out of 

uniform in the street. To counter this practice the Government introduced the silver war 

badge to wounded men (shown on the right). 
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pressure to enlist, continued for over a year until the horrendous casualty lists from Mons, 
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THE HORSES 

 

FROM PLOUGH   FROM THE HU�TI�G FIELD 

 

TO CAVALRY  Horses & mules pulling sleds with wounded  

(C) IWM Q 1495 

 Prior to the outbreak of war a contingency plan had been drawn up. Not only did it 

consider the mobilisation of men and equipment but the animals and their feedstock. So 

another group on the move in our area were the horses:- hunters were off to remount depots 

for the cavalry. The big shire horses were off to haul the big guns and the horses drawing 

delivery carts for service with the service battalions hauling supplies. 

  

800,000 British horses were killed. In all some 8 million horses were killed.during the 

war.(C) IWM ART LD 1845 



 

 

Their suffering in the mud and under terrible artillery barrages made life insufferable. 

800,000 British horses died. Only a handful came home. Those shipped home were mostly 

officers’ horses. The fittest of the remainder were sold to French and Belgian f

replace .those farm animals lost in the war. Those worn out were slaughtered for food. The 

French and particularly the German people were starving. Having served through all the 

horrors with their horses many soldiers broke down and cried.

Two local men died while looking after horses:

WY�COLL, Clifford William

“B" Battery 173rd Brigade. Aged 18
was 98046. Clifford was the son of 
labourer. Clifford was christened at Saint Mary's Langenhoe on 12th June 1898. subsequently 
the family moved to Peldon.  

Clifford's brother Thomas served in World War 1 in India. His sister Mabel Grace 
married the brother of Ernest Balls, who served with Clifford in the Royal Field Artillery. 
Mabel's son, Cyril was to be "Mentioned in Dispatches" for his bravery at Monastery Hill, 
Mandalay in Burma during World War 2.
the Royal Berkshire Regiment.

Clifford had four other brothers; Ernest, Arthur, Enos and Edward. Ernest served in 
the Essex Regiment in World War 2 and Arthur in the RAF, also in World War 2.

Clifford enlisted at Colchester and served for
the 173 Brigade RFA, who were part of the famous 36th (Ulster) Division. The regiments 
comprising the Division moved to England for training in July 1915. Although the Infantry 
Brigades moved over to France in early October 1915, the Divisional Artillery including 
Clifford's Brigade did not go until November 1915. His Battery had just been fighting in the 
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Their suffering in the mud and under terrible artillery barrages made life insufferable. 

800,000 British horses died. Only a handful came home. Those shipped home were mostly 

officers’ horses. The fittest of the remainder were sold to French and Belgian f

replace .those farm animals lost in the war. Those worn out were slaughtered for food. The 

French and particularly the German people were starving. Having served through all the 

horrors with their horses many soldiers broke down and cried. 

cal men died while looking after horses:- 

 

Clifford William. He served as a Shoeing Smith with the Royal
B" Battery 173rd Brigade. Aged 18 he died Friday, 3rd November 1916. His service number 

Clifford was the son of Thomas and Emily Eliza Wyncoll. His father was a farm 
labourer. Clifford was christened at Saint Mary's Langenhoe on 12th June 1898. subsequently 

 

Clifford's brother Thomas served in World War 1 in India. His sister Mabel Grace 
married the brother of Ernest Balls, who served with Clifford in the Royal Field Artillery. 

"Mentioned in Dispatches" for his bravery at Monastery Hill, 
Mandalay in Burma during World War 2.  Cyril served for three years in Ind
the Royal Berkshire Regiment.  

Clifford had four other brothers; Ernest, Arthur, Enos and Edward. Ernest served in 
the Essex Regiment in World War 2 and Arthur in the RAF, also in World War 2.

Clifford is 3rd from right 

at Colchester and served for a  year in France. He was assigned to 
the 173 Brigade RFA, who were part of the famous 36th (Ulster) Division. The regiments 
comprising the Division moved to England for training in July 1915. Although the Infantry 

ed over to France in early October 1915, the Divisional Artillery including 
Clifford's Brigade did not go until November 1915. His Battery had just been fighting in the 

Their suffering in the mud and under terrible artillery barrages made life insufferable. 

800,000 British horses died. Only a handful came home. Those shipped home were mostly 

officers’ horses. The fittest of the remainder were sold to French and Belgian farmers to 

replace .those farm animals lost in the war. Those worn out were slaughtered for food. The 

French and particularly the German people were starving. Having served through all the 

oyal Field Artillery 
His service number 

Thomas and Emily Eliza Wyncoll. His father was a farm 
labourer. Clifford was christened at Saint Mary's Langenhoe on 12th June 1898. subsequently 

Clifford's brother Thomas served in World War 1 in India. His sister Mabel Grace 
married the brother of Ernest Balls, who served with Clifford in the Royal Field Artillery. 

"Mentioned in Dispatches" for his bravery at Monastery Hill, 
Cyril served for three years in India and Burma in 

Clifford had four other brothers; Ernest, Arthur, Enos and Edward. Ernest served in 
the Essex Regiment in World War 2 and Arthur in the RAF, also in World War 2. 

 

year in France. He was assigned to 
the 173 Brigade RFA, who were part of the famous 36th (Ulster) Division. The regiments 
comprising the Division moved to England for training in July 1915. Although the Infantry 

ed over to France in early October 1915, the Divisional Artillery including 
Clifford's Brigade did not go until November 1915. His Battery had just been fighting in the 



 

 

Battle of Albert (the first phase of the Battle of the Somme) and been withdrawn for re
During the battle the Division achieved its objectives near Thiepval but was forced to 
withdraw due to the failure of flanking units. Clifford was proceeding on leave to the UK and 
billeted in an old barn, when he was taken ill. He was taken to hospita
of pneumonia. 

He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914

Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery

And  

 TRORY

(Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards Age
number was 20105 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Battle of Albert (the first phase of the Battle of the Somme) and been withdrawn for re
During the battle the Division achieved its objectives near Thiepval but was forced to 
withdraw due to the failure of flanking units. Clifford was proceeding on leave to the UK and 
billeted in an old barn, when he was taken ill. He was taken to hospital but unfortunately died 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery 

 

TRORY, Frederick Russell He served as a Serjeant 
Guards Aged 36 he was killed in action on the 22/03/1918 

Battle of Albert (the first phase of the Battle of the Somme) and been withdrawn for rest. 
During the battle the Division achieved its objectives near Thiepval but was forced to 
withdraw due to the failure of flanking units. Clifford was proceeding on leave to the UK and 

l but unfortunately died 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Serjeant with the 4th 
22/03/1918 His service 
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Frederick Russell TRORY was born in Nottingham in 1885, the fifth child of nine 
children born to Henry TRORY and Ellen Susanna RUSSELL. Three of his siblings died in 
infancy, his sister Kate died in 1909 at the age of 29 yrs. His father died in 1916 and he was 
survived by his mother, brothers William and Arthur, sister Eleanor and possibly a sister 
Rosa. His father was born in Dilham, Norfolk and was a confectioner, a trade which appears 
in the family several times. He was from an old and peculiarly Norfolk family, the name 
TROR(E)Y being a very rare name even today. (There is a street in Norwich called Trory 
Street named after a councillor from a hitherto unrelated Trory family). At one time father 
Henry plied his trade north along the east side of England, which explains why Frederick was 
born in Nottingham, other children being born in Newcastle and Durham, as well as in 
Norwich. Mother Ellen was born in Buxton, Norfolk. The 1901 Census shows this family 
under the name of IVORY. This is a common transcription error for the name Trory. Given 
the flowery writing of the period, a 'T' can look like an 'I' and the first 'r' when badly written 
can look like a 'v'. The census shows Frederick, aged 15, as a draper's assistant and he is 
living at 1 Stafford Street, Heigham, Norwich with his parents and siblings. Frederick 
married Matilda CRICKMAR at St Andrews church, Fingringhoe on 28th April 1914. She 
was aged 35, a spinster, born in Fingringhoe, and had been a lady's maid in London. She was 
one of nine children. On their marriage certificate, Frederick states he is an RSPCA 
Inspector. They lived at Myrtle Villa, Fingringhoe.  

He must have signed up with the 4th Dragoons, gone to France only four months after 
his marriage (The Mons Star). However, he must have been in England for a while from 
February 1915 onwards because his only son was born on 28th November 1915 in Newport, 
Monmouthshire. His name was Frederick Henry TRORY. It is doubtful whether Frederick 
senior saw his baby son more than a couple of times. 

4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards.  On the outbreak of war on the 04 Aug 1914 they 

were at Tidworth in the 2nd Cavalry Brigade. They became part of the 1st Cavalry Division, 

which was formed in August 1914 and went to France between 15 and 18 August 1914. On 

16 September the Cavalry Division became the 1st Cavalry Division. The 4th Dragoon 

Guards saw action from the outset of the First World War. Frederick was a corporal when he 

left for France in 1914 

Saturday 22 August 1914, Corporal Drummer Thomas of 'C' Squadron 4th Royal 

Irish Dragoon Guards, is the first British soldier to fire a shot in the war for the BEF. On the 

same day, Captain Hornby lead the first cavalry charge of the war with men of 'C' Squadron 

of the the above Regiment. They charged a number of German cavalry troops and put them to 

flight  

21st March 1918: Operation Michael commences Overview and summary of this 
battle 

Morning Exceptionally heavy German shellfire hits all areas of British front occupied 

by Fifth Army, most of the front of Third Army, and some of the front of First Army, at 

4.40am. The main weight of attack was between Arras and a few miles south of Saint-

Quentin. 

The weather was damp with thick fog in the early morning. This, combined with 

smoke from the bombardments of both sets of artillery, made visibility poor throughout the 

day although the fog itself cleared by late morning. 



 

 

German infantry began to attack between 7.00am and 9.40am. Eew infilt

meant that infantry continued to probe forward through gaps regardless of what was 

happened  either side, while follow

villages. Many of these held out, and only fell once entirely sur

XIX Division, 24thBrigade,

Verguier. 9/East Surrey in front of Maissemy is heavily attacked before noon and fights until 

surrounded at 2pm: only 20 men left, who are captured. HQ 

captured in a sunken road south of the village. A detachment of reserve of 9/East Surrey and 

12/Sherwood Foresters (Pioneers) halt enemy midway between Maissemy and Villecholes. 

66th Brigade (2/East Lancs) Severe fighting contin

Templeux le Guerard. 2/7 Manchester defend Brosse Wood for several hours and 

2/6Manchester do same at Fervaque Farm near Villeret until flamethrower attack at 1.30pm. 

Enemy pushes on but outruns its own artillery cover and

Hargicourt road. To the north the German attack reaches Templeux Quarries, which holds 

on until 5pm. XIX Corps is reinforced by 1st Cavalry Division, which included Frederick.

At times during the war the division served in the t

Brigade once dismounted formed a dismounted regiment under the command of a Brigadier. 

The 1st Cavalry Division served in France and Flanders until the Armistice. He died during 

the Battle of St. Quentin. 21 - 23 Mar 1918.

He earned the “MONS” Star; the 1914

He is commemorated on the
POZIERES MEMORIAL 
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German infantry began to attack between 7.00am and 9.40am. Eew infilt

meant that infantry continued to probe forward through gaps regardless of what was 

either side, while follow-up units besieged and engaged British posts and defended 

villages. Many of these held out, and only fell once entirely surrounded and hopeless.

24thBrigade, 3/Rifle Brigade and 8/Queens continue to hold on at Le 

Verguier. 9/East Surrey in front of Maissemy is heavily attacked before noon and fights until 

surrounded at 2pm: only 20 men left, who are captured. HQ of 1/Eorth Staffordshire is 

captured in a sunken road south of the village. A detachment of reserve of 9/East Surrey and 

12/Sherwood Foresters (Pioneers) halt enemy midway between Maissemy and Villecholes. 

66th Brigade (2/East Lancs) Severe fighting continues between Grand Priel Woods and 

Templeux le Guerard. 2/7 Manchester defend Brosse Wood for several hours and 

2/6Manchester do same at Fervaque Farm near Villeret until flamethrower attack at 1.30pm. 

Enemy pushes on but outruns its own artillery cover and is halted on the Jeancourt

Hargicourt road. To the north the German attack reaches Templeux Quarries, which holds 

on until 5pm. XIX Corps is reinforced by 1st Cavalry Division, which included Frederick.

At times during the war the division served in the trenches as infantry, each Cavalry 

Brigade once dismounted formed a dismounted regiment under the command of a Brigadier. 

The 1st Cavalry Division served in France and Flanders until the Armistice. He died during 

23 Mar 1918.  

 

He earned the “MONS” Star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 2 Cemetery: 
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is halted on the Jeancourt-

Hargicourt road. To the north the German attack reaches Templeux Quarries, which holds 

on until 5pm. XIX Corps is reinforced by 1st Cavalry Division, which included Frederick. 

renches as infantry, each Cavalry 

Brigade once dismounted formed a dismounted regiment under the command of a Brigadier. 

The 1st Cavalry Division served in France and Flanders until the Armistice. He died during 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 2 Cemetery: 



 

 

OTHER A�IMALS 

While local horses are known to have gone to the front these other animals probably did not 

come from local sources in WW1. Belgian dogs hauled guns, while other dogs were used to carry 

medical supplies & messages plus do guard duties. 

wounded soldiers.  (c) IWM Q 50649. 
by Indian troops. 

Carrier pigeons

The pigeons carried messages. The glow worms gave officers enough light to check 
their watches for the time to “go over the top”. The light from a match can be seen up to a 
thousand yards and many men lighting a cigarette paid the price from snipers. Then there 
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While local horses are known to have gone to the front these other animals probably did not 

come from local sources in WW1. Belgian dogs hauled guns, while other dogs were used to carry 

medical supplies & messages plus do guard duties. British Bloodhounds were used to find 

wounded soldiers.  (c) IWM Q 50649. In WW2 mules were  trained in the Fingringhoe gravel pits 

Carrier pigeons   Mules (C) IWM Q 4417

The pigeons carried messages. The glow worms gave officers enough light to check 
their watches for the time to “go over the top”. The light from a match can be seen up to a 
thousand yards and many men lighting a cigarette paid the price from snipers. Then there 

 

 

While local horses are known to have gone to the front these other animals probably did not 

come from local sources in WW1. Belgian dogs hauled guns, while other dogs were used to carry 

were used to find 

In WW2 mules were  trained in the Fingringhoe gravel pits 

 

(C) IWM Q 4417 

The pigeons carried messages. The glow worms gave officers enough light to check 
their watches for the time to “go over the top”. The light from a match can be seen up to a 
thousand yards and many men lighting a cigarette paid the price from snipers. Then there 



 

 

were the mules, who suffered like the horses carrying supplies to the front
wounded back. 

THE ANIMALS IN WAR MEMORIAL: PARK LANE LONDON

MERCHA�T �AVY &TRAWLER FLEET

With Rowhedge, Salcott and Tollesbury being fishing ports not all seafaring men 

were called up as it was essential that the UK was fed

not called up as reservists continued with the Merchant and fishing fleets. 

men were lost at sea serving with the Merchant Navy

The merchant seamen are commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial

The SS Sea Serpent was a large cargo vessel.
April 1st 1916 states :- "The sinking of the steamer "Sea Serpent" by striking a mine off 

Folkestone pier on Thursday March 23rd caused much anxiety and sorrow for Rowhedge, as

there were on board Mr. Arthur Barnard, Mr. William Barnard and Mr Eric Springett. The 

two former were among four saved but there is now practically no hope for Mr E. Springett 

and much sympathy is felt in the village for the widow, daughter and parents."

lost including the Master 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

were the mules, who suffered like the horses carrying supplies to the front line and bringing 
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CHAPTER 4 

MERCHA�T �AVY &TRAWLER FLEET 

With Rowhedge, Salcott and Tollesbury being fishing ports not all seafaring men 

were called up as it was essential that the UK was fed and supplies replenished. Thus those 

not called up as reservists continued with the Merchant and fishing fleets. Many 

men were lost at sea serving with the Merchant Navy 

The merchant seamen are commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial

 

was a large cargo vessel.  A report in the Essex County Standard 
"The sinking of the steamer "Sea Serpent" by striking a mine off 

Folkestone pier on Thursday March 23rd caused much anxiety and sorrow for Rowhedge, as

there were on board Mr. Arthur Barnard, Mr. William Barnard and Mr Eric Springett. The 

two former were among four saved but there is now practically no hope for Mr E. Springett 

and much sympathy is felt in the village for the widow, daughter and parents."

line and bringing 

THE ANIMALS IN WAR MEMORIAL: PARK LANE LONDON 

With Rowhedge, Salcott and Tollesbury being fishing ports not all seafaring men 

and supplies replenished. Thus those 

Many of these local 

The merchant seamen are commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial 

A report in the Essex County Standard 
"The sinking of the steamer "Sea Serpent" by striking a mine off 

Folkestone pier on Thursday March 23rd caused much anxiety and sorrow for Rowhedge, as 

there were on board Mr. Arthur Barnard, Mr. William Barnard and Mr Eric Springett. The 

two former were among four saved but there is now practically no hope for Mr E. Springett 

and much sympathy is felt in the village for the widow, daughter and parents.".  14 lives were 



 

 

The medal on the left was awarded to those who received the British War Medal and 
also served at sea on at least one voyage through a danger zone. The medal was also awarded 
to those who had served at sea for 
November 1918. The medal was awarded by the Board of Trade. The other medals are the 
1914-1920 War Medal & the 1914

 SHELDRICK , George  &  W

Tollesbury, Essex George was married to 

Ryland Rd. Kentish Town, London. His brother William was married to Ellen Sheldrick (nee 

Race), of 119, Rotherhithe New Rd., 

SPRI�GETT, Ernest Mills He served as an 
"Sea Serpent" (London). Aged
He was the son of John and Mary Ann Springett; husband of Rose Sarah Springett (nee 
Clarke), of Erycina Cottage, Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex. Born at Rowhedge, Esse
father was Captain J. Springett of the cutter 
Rosie, as being 13 years old & his wife as having been an invalid for 2 years.

WALTERS,  Thomas G  of Tollesbury.
Reserve on H. M. Trawler "Edward VII."
His service number was 276/TS
Rd., Landore, Swansea. He was b

During the first eighteen 

fishing fleets for the Auxiliary Patrol of minesweepers, minelayers, patrol boats, anti

submarine and other duties. Out of a total of 1,900 trawlers on the British registry, over 

1,400 were chartered by the Admiralty. However, these requisitions naturally had a serious 

effect on the fishing industry, as did enemy action, resulting in a sharp decline in landed fish 

and a corresponding rise in prices. The trawler was requisitioned in August 1914 and 

continued in service until 1919. She was fitted with one 6 pounder high angle anti
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The medal on the left was awarded to those who received the British War Medal and 
also served at sea on at least one voyage through a danger zone. The medal was also awarded 
to those who had served at sea for not less than six months between 04 August 1914 and 11 
November 1918. The medal was awarded by the Board of Trade. The other medals are the 

& the 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

&  William    Sons of George and Amelia Sheldrick;

George was married to Elvire Julia Sheldrick (nee Van den Bergh) of 23, 

Ryland Rd. Kentish Town, London. His brother William was married to Ellen Sheldrick (nee 

Race), of 119, Rotherhithe New Rd., London. 

 

He served as an Able Seaman in the Mercantil
d: 41when he was killed on the of Death: 23/03/1916

He was the son of John and Mary Ann Springett; husband of Rose Sarah Springett (nee 
Clarke), of Erycina Cottage, Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex. Born at Rowhedge, Esse
father was Captain J. Springett of the cutter Cheetah. The Telegraph identifies his daughter 
Rosie, as being 13 years old & his wife as having been an invalid for 2 years.

 

of Tollesbury. He served as a Trimmer in the Royal Nava
H. M. Trawler "Edward VII.". Aged:24 when he was killed on the 

276/TS. He was the son of John and Anna Walters, of 224
He was born at Haverford West.   

During the first eighteen months of the Great War, the Admiralty drew heavily on the 

fishing fleets for the Auxiliary Patrol of minesweepers, minelayers, patrol boats, anti

submarine and other duties. Out of a total of 1,900 trawlers on the British registry, over 

ed by the Admiralty. However, these requisitions naturally had a serious 

effect on the fishing industry, as did enemy action, resulting in a sharp decline in landed fish 

and a corresponding rise in prices. The trawler was requisitioned in August 1914 and 

ontinued in service until 1919. She was fitted with one 6 pounder high angle anti

The medal on the left was awarded to those who received the British War Medal and 
also served at sea on at least one voyage through a danger zone. The medal was also awarded 

not less than six months between 04 August 1914 and 11 
November 1918. The medal was awarded by the Board of Trade. The other medals are the 

of George and Amelia Sheldrick; born at 

Elvire Julia Sheldrick (nee Van den Bergh) of 23, 

Ryland Rd. Kentish Town, London. His brother William was married to Ellen Sheldrick (nee 

Mercantile Marine on S.S. 

of Death: 23/03/1916                                                                                             
He was the son of John and Mary Ann Springett; husband of Rose Sarah Springett (nee 
Clarke), of Erycina Cottage, Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex. Born at Rowhedge, Essex. His 

The Telegraph identifies his daughter 
Rosie, as being 13 years old & his wife as having been an invalid for 2 years. 

Royal Naval 
when he was killed on the 08/09/1916. 

on of John and Anna Walters, of 224 Neath 

months of the Great War, the Admiralty drew heavily on the 

fishing fleets for the Auxiliary Patrol of minesweepers, minelayers, patrol boats, anti-

submarine and other duties. Out of a total of 1,900 trawlers on the British registry, over 

ed by the Admiralty. However, these requisitions naturally had a serious 

effect on the fishing industry, as did enemy action, resulting in a sharp decline in landed fish 

and a corresponding rise in prices. The trawler was requisitioned in August 1914 and 

ontinued in service until 1919. She was fitted with one 6 pounder high angle anti-aircraft 



 

 

gun. Thomas's body was found on the Shingle Hills and he had been killed when his vessel 
was blown up by a mine.  

He earned the 1914 -1915 Star, 1914

FRA�CIS Frederick Robert

H.M. Trawler "Burnley." Aged
number was 4009SD. He was the son 
Essex.  

The vessel on which he was serving was virtually brand new, and had never been used 

for the originally intended use.

companies Eorth Shields yard, for the Wyre Steam Trawler Company of Fleetwood, 

Lancashire in 1916, and given the Fishing Eumber FD242. The 275 ton trawler was 

requisitioned for use as a minesweeper trawler by the Admiralty whilst it was still in the 

shipyard, given the Admiralty number 3277 she was armed with a 12 pounder gun, H.M. 

Trawler "Burnley” was lost after hitting an enemy laid mine in the Eorth Sea off the coast of 

Orford Eess, Suffolk.  

 Two minefields each with a dozen mines were sown off Orford Ness. Two British 
minesweepers were victims of theses mines: 
1916 & HM Trawler Trevani on the 3rd December 1916. 

 The loss of the trawler Burnley in Eovember 1916 affords another example of the 

total disappearance of vessel and cre

charge of a subdivision of trawlers carrying out a patrol in the vicinity of the Shipwash light

vessel. At the close of the day the senior officer in the Burnley, relying on the superior speed 

of his vessel to overtake the others, ordered the two trawlers under him to proceed to their 

anchorage in Hollesley Bay. What exactly happened after this will never be known, but it is 

surmised that the Burnley stopped to investigate something suspicious. The Holdene,

senior of the other two trawlers, reached the anchorage as night was setting in, and had just 

dropped her anchor when a flash was seen on the eastern horizon. This was followed by a 

dull, heavy explosion, which shook the Holdene from stem to stern. Th

immediately weighed and the Holdene steamed at full speed to the scene of the explosion; 

but, though she cruised about for two hours in the darkness, nothing was to be seen of the 

Burnley or her crew. On the following day a fresh group of mine

vicinity, so it is probable that the Burnley had struck one of this group very soon after the 

mines had been laid by German submarines. Reference:

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Thomas's body was found on the Shingle Hills and he had been killed when his vessel 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

FRA�CIS Frederick Robert. He served as a Deck Hand: in the Royal Naval Reserve
d: 21 when he was killed on the 25/11/1916. His service 

. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Francis, of Salcott, Witham, 

The vessel on which he was serving was virtually brand new, and had never been used 

use. Built by the Smiths Dock Company of Middlesborough, at the 

elds yard, for the Wyre Steam Trawler Company of Fleetwood, 

Lancashire in 1916, and given the Fishing Eumber FD242. The 275 ton trawler was 

requisitioned for use as a minesweeper trawler by the Admiralty whilst it was still in the 

alty number 3277 she was armed with a 12 pounder gun, H.M. 

Trawler "Burnley” was lost after hitting an enemy laid mine in the Eorth Sea off the coast of 

Two minefields each with a dozen mines were sown off Orford Ness. Two British 
inesweepers were victims of theses mines: - H M Trawler Burnley on the 25th November 

1916 & HM Trawler Trevani on the 3rd December 1916.  

The loss of the trawler Burnley in Eovember 1916 affords another example of the 

total disappearance of vessel and crew after the striking of a mine. The Burnley was in 

charge of a subdivision of trawlers carrying out a patrol in the vicinity of the Shipwash light

vessel. At the close of the day the senior officer in the Burnley, relying on the superior speed 

l to overtake the others, ordered the two trawlers under him to proceed to their 

anchorage in Hollesley Bay. What exactly happened after this will never be known, but it is 

surmised that the Burnley stopped to investigate something suspicious. The Holdene,

senior of the other two trawlers, reached the anchorage as night was setting in, and had just 

dropped her anchor when a flash was seen on the eastern horizon. This was followed by a 

dull, heavy explosion, which shook the Holdene from stem to stern. The anchor was 

immediately weighed and the Holdene steamed at full speed to the scene of the explosion; 

but, though she cruised about for two hours in the darkness, nothing was to be seen of the 

Burnley or her crew. On the following day a fresh group of mines was discovered in the 

vicinity, so it is probable that the Burnley had struck one of this group very soon after the 

mines had been laid by German submarines. Reference:- "The Harwich naval forces; their 

Thomas's body was found on the Shingle Hills and he had been killed when his vessel 

1919 Victory Medal  

Royal Naval Reserve on: 
His service 

of Mr. and Mrs. William Francis, of Salcott, Witham, 

The vessel on which he was serving was virtually brand new, and had never been used 

Built by the Smiths Dock Company of Middlesborough, at the 

elds yard, for the Wyre Steam Trawler Company of Fleetwood, 

Lancashire in 1916, and given the Fishing Eumber FD242. The 275 ton trawler was 

requisitioned for use as a minesweeper trawler by the Admiralty whilst it was still in the 

alty number 3277 she was armed with a 12 pounder gun, H.M. 

Trawler "Burnley” was lost after hitting an enemy laid mine in the Eorth Sea off the coast of 

Two minefields each with a dozen mines were sown off Orford Ness. Two British 
H M Trawler Burnley on the 25th November 

The loss of the trawler Burnley in Eovember 1916 affords another example of the 

w after the striking of a mine. The Burnley was in 

charge of a subdivision of trawlers carrying out a patrol in the vicinity of the Shipwash light-

vessel. At the close of the day the senior officer in the Burnley, relying on the superior speed 

l to overtake the others, ordered the two trawlers under him to proceed to their 

anchorage in Hollesley Bay. What exactly happened after this will never be known, but it is 

surmised that the Burnley stopped to investigate something suspicious. The Holdene, the 

senior of the other two trawlers, reached the anchorage as night was setting in, and had just 

dropped her anchor when a flash was seen on the eastern horizon. This was followed by a 

e anchor was 

immediately weighed and the Holdene steamed at full speed to the scene of the explosion; 

but, though she cruised about for two hours in the darkness, nothing was to be seen of the 
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vicinity, so it is probable that the Burnley had struck one of this group very soon after the 
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part in the great war" He earned the 
Victory Medal. His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 19. CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

HM. Hospital Ship China. He 

He was the second son of Mr George Cranmer of Rowhedge. He had served for 
several years on H. M. Hospital Ship China

Shipwrights working on H. M. S. Ganges
Horace Cranmer   born and living at East Donyland working as a Carpenter Apprentice. His 
mother is shown as Harriet Cranmer
Louisa Cranmer  aged 21 born an
1881 Census has Horace aged 9 & living at
Rowhedge. He was the ship's carpenter on 
Commission & the "Soldiers died in the G
St Lawrence Memorial plaque

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914
His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 19. CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

 

CRA�MER Horace John

He was aged 36 when accidentally killed  on 7th February 1917 

He was the second son of Mr George Cranmer of Rowhedge. He had served for 
H. M. Hospital Ship China. He appears in a group photo of Rowhedge 

Shipwrights working on H. M. S. Ganges in 1911.  The 1901 Census shows his family as 
born and living at East Donyland working as a Carpenter Apprentice. His 

er is shown as Harriet Cranmer aged 52 born and living at East Donyland & his sister 
aged 21 born and living at East Donyland working as a Dressmaker. The 

1881 Census has Horace aged 9 & living at  "Castlemaine Cottage", Albion Street, 
Rowhedge. He was the ship's carpenter on HMS China. The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission & the "Soldiers died in the Great War" do not list him. His name appears on the 
St Lawrence Memorial plaque 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 
His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott  

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 19. CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 
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It is believed he was entitled to the War & Victory Medals

SS CHINA entering the Suez Canal

  SMITH Benjamin William 

(Bristol). He was age:46 when he was drowned on the

John and Elizabeth Smith; husband of Claudia Matilda Smith, of 11, Canning St., Harwich, 

Essex.  He was born at Rowhedge, Colchester. Drowned
submarine  The SS Juno  was a British Merchant Ship of 1,384grt. On the 1st May 1917 when on 

route from Rouen for Cardiff she was torpedoed without warning

18 and sunk when 17 miles E ¾ S from Cape Barfleu

Navigation  Company of Bristol. 1 life was lost and that was Benjamin. The UB18 herself 

was mined in December 1917.

He earned the 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

It is believed he was entitled to the War & Victory Medals

SS CHINA entering the Suez Canal 

 

SMITH Benjamin William He served as a Steward in the Mercantile Marine 

when he was drowned on the 01/05/1917. He was the s

John and Elizabeth Smith; husband of Claudia Matilda Smith, of 11, Canning St., Harwich, 

orn at Rowhedge, Colchester. Drowned, as a result of an attack by an enemy 

was a British Merchant Ship of 1,384grt. On the 1st May 1917 when on 

route from Rouen for Cardiff she was torpedoed without warning  by German submarine UB

18 and sunk when 17 miles E ¾ S from Cape Barfleur.  She was owned by 

Bristol. 1 life was lost and that was Benjamin. The UB18 herself 

was mined in December 1917. 

 

He earned the Merchant Navy war Medal 1914 – 1918. 

It is believed he was entitled to the War & Victory Medals 

 

Mercantile Marine on S.S. "Juno" 

He was the son of the late 

John and Elizabeth Smith; husband of Claudia Matilda Smith, of 11, Canning St., Harwich, 

t of an attack by an enemy 

was a British Merchant Ship of 1,384grt. On the 1st May 1917 when on 

by German submarine UB-

She was owned by the Bristol Steam. 

Bristol. 1 life was lost and that was Benjamin. The UB18 herself 

 



 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dea
MEMORIAL 

WISBEY, Herbert Thomas. 

on H.M.S. "Newmarket." . His service number was 2016T. he was killed on the 
aged 41. He was the son of Samuel and Adelaide
C.W.E. Cottage, Regent St., Rowhedge, Colchester. The 19
Wisbey aged 26 born East Donyland
Shoemaker. 

HMS �ewmarket was a steam packet

sisters:- Cromer, Yarmouth, Clacton, & Eewmarket. These were owned by the Great Eastern 

Railway and served ports to the continent

commandeered by the Admiralty at the start of the wa

Official History). 

1915 Eewmarket was t

Gallipoli area. She was an auxiliary minesweeper that went missing in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, last reported on 

sunk in an action with the German submarine UC38 off Ikaria Island, Aegean on the 17th 

July.  The UC38 was herself sunk five months later by French destroyers in the Ionian Sea.

The above is taken from Merchant Fleet

GALLIPOLI LA�DI�GS I�VOLVI�G HMS �EWMARKET

At dawn, on 25 April 1915, the invading force landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The 

main forces to land at V Beach were conveyed in the River Clyde, a converted steam 

and a fleet sweeper. The River Clyde transported 1 Munster Fusiliers; 2 Hampshire Regiment 

(less two companies); 1 Coy, 1 Royal Dublin Fusiliers; GHQ Signals Section; Field Coy 

Royal Engineers; and one platoon of the Anson Battalion, Royal Eaval D

planned to bridge the intervening water space with a motor hopper, the Argyle, supported if 

necessary by dumb lighters. With regard to the disembarkation of the troops, four sally

had been cut in the River Clyde, two on each side at l

be waiting. The sally ports opened onto a gangway, three planks wide, which led forward to 

the bows where there was a hinged extension onto the Argyle which, in turn, had a brow, or 

gangway, of her own to connect with t

the port side of the River Clyde with a lighter inboard of the latter. A second lighter was to be 

towed from the starboard side of the River Clyde and others, plus some boats, from aft.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: TOWER HILL 

 

 

homas. He served as a Petty Officer Stoker in the Royal Naval Reserve 
His service number was 2016T. he was killed on the 

He was the son of Samuel and Adelaide Wisbey; husband of Ellen Wisbey, of 
C.W.E. Cottage, Regent St., Rowhedge, Colchester. The 1901 Census shows Herbert 

born East Donyland and still living at East Donyland working as a 

was a steam packet, She was the final cargo vessel of the four 

Cromer, Yarmouth, Clacton, & Eewmarket. These were owned by the Great Eastern 

Railway and served ports to the continent.. Both the "Clacton" and "Eewmarket."

commandeered by the Admiralty at the start of the war and used as sweepers. (Source: 

Eewmarket was taken up for minesweeping duties by the Admiralty

Gallipoli area. She was an auxiliary minesweeper that went missing in the Eastern 

eported on 16th July 1917. The Minesweeper, HMS Eewmarket, was 

sunk in an action with the German submarine UC38 off Ikaria Island, Aegean on the 17th 

The UC38 was herself sunk five months later by French destroyers in the Ionian Sea.

The above is taken from Merchant Fleets Volume 25 by Duncan Haws Pages 50 

GALLIPOLI LA�DI�GS I�VOLVI�G HMS �EWMARKET 

At dawn, on 25 April 1915, the invading force landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The 

main forces to land at V Beach were conveyed in the River Clyde, a converted steam 

and a fleet sweeper. The River Clyde transported 1 Munster Fusiliers; 2 Hampshire Regiment 

(less two companies); 1 Coy, 1 Royal Dublin Fusiliers; GHQ Signals Section; Field Coy 

Royal Engineers; and one platoon of the Anson Battalion, Royal Eaval Division. It was 

planned to bridge the intervening water space with a motor hopper, the Argyle, supported if 

necessary by dumb lighters. With regard to the disembarkation of the troops, four sally

had been cut in the River Clyde, two on each side at lower deck level, where the men would 

ports opened onto a gangway, three planks wide, which led forward to 

the bows where there was a hinged extension onto the Argyle which, in turn, had a brow, or 

gangway, of her own to connect with the shore. The Argyle was to be towed from a gantry on 

the port side of the River Clyde with a lighter inboard of the latter. A second lighter was to be 

towed from the starboard side of the River Clyde and others, plus some boats, from aft.

d Memorial: TOWER HILL 

Royal Naval Reserve 
His service number was 2016T. he was killed on the  17/07/1917 

Wisbey; husband of Ellen Wisbey, of 
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Cromer, Yarmouth, Clacton, & Eewmarket. These were owned by the Great Eastern 

"Clacton" and "Eewmarket."  were 

r and used as sweepers. (Source: 

aken up for minesweeping duties by the Admiralty in the 

Gallipoli area. She was an auxiliary minesweeper that went missing in the Eastern 

. The Minesweeper, HMS Eewmarket, was 

sunk in an action with the German submarine UC38 off Ikaria Island, Aegean on the 17th 

The UC38 was herself sunk five months later by French destroyers in the Ionian Sea. . 
s Volume 25 by Duncan Haws Pages 50 - 51. 

At dawn, on 25 April 1915, the invading force landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The 

main forces to land at V Beach were conveyed in the River Clyde, a converted steam collier, 

and a fleet sweeper. The River Clyde transported 1 Munster Fusiliers; 2 Hampshire Regiment 

(less two companies); 1 Coy, 1 Royal Dublin Fusiliers; GHQ Signals Section; Field Coy 

ivision. It was 

planned to bridge the intervening water space with a motor hopper, the Argyle, supported if 

necessary by dumb lighters. With regard to the disembarkation of the troops, four sally ports 

ower deck level, where the men would 

ports opened onto a gangway, three planks wide, which led forward to 

the bows where there was a hinged extension onto the Argyle which, in turn, had a brow, or 

he shore. The Argyle was to be towed from a gantry on 

the port side of the River Clyde with a lighter inboard of the latter. A second lighter was to be 

towed from the starboard side of the River Clyde and others, plus some boats, from aft. 
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 A covering force was to be landed ahead of the River Clyde contingent from two 

fast sweepers, the Clacton and �ewmarket (railway packets, ex-Great Eastern Railway). 
This covering force consisted of approximately 500 men, comprising: 1 Royal Dublin 

Fusiliers, commanded by Lt Col R.A. Rooth; one platoon of the Anson Battalion, RED; and a 

second platoon of the RED serving as a naval beach party. The covering force was to be 

disembarked in six tows of boats and were scheduled to land at 05h30, after half-an-hour’s 

bombardment from Albion. The men from the River Clyde were to follow at 06h30. Along the 

274 m of beach were well sited entrenchments and dense entanglements of barbed wire. The 

appreciation of the General Staffs stated that these defences could be demolished by the same 

bombardment from Albion that was to cope with the defences of W Beach 

The covering force did not precede the main contingent, as was intended, but landed 

almost simultaneously, due to the problems attached to navigating the River Clyde whilst 

towing the motor hopper Argyle, in addition to the various lighters and boats. From the 

outset, before the first troops could disembark, the plan seriously miscarried. The Argyle 

sheered to port and grounded broadside onto the beach. Thus, the distance between ship and 

shore was left un-bridged. At 06h00, after the cessation of the hour’s barrage that was 

assumed would silence the Turkish defences of V and W Beaches, the River Clyde, her 2 000 

men ready to run down the gangways and across the bridge of boats, was ordered forward. 

An officer aboard wrote confidently: ‘0622 hours. Ran smoothly ashore, no opposition. We 

shall land unopposed.’ Indeed, the shelling had been followed by an uncanny silence. It was 

assumed that all the Turks were dead, according to plan. The assumption was mistaken. As 

was the case at W Beach, the Turks had retired during the barrage, and crept back to their 

trenches when it had ceased. These trenches contained three platoons (64 men) and one 

37mm (pom pom) battery (the pom poms were to be mistaken for the four machine guns, 

which only arrived later). As the River Clyde’s causeway of boats was linked to the shore 

they held their fire and waited for the troops to descend the gangway. As the first men 

descended from the ramp, the frightful enfilading fire from 274 m distance commenced. Alan 

Wykes provides the following graphic account: 

‘It was not only on the gangway that the men were mown down in dozens as they 

emerged, until the narrow descent was piled with the wounded and dead; those arriving in 

the cutters and row boats [i.e. those disembarked from the fleet sweepers] were simply killed 

en masse, helplessly, as they stood there. Their bodies tipped grotesquely over the sides, like 

mechanical acrobats, their boats, un-steered and powerless, drifted away from the shore and 

sank as they became pierced with bullet holes. 

The few who got away found shelter beneath a ridge of ground below the castle walls; 

and in the madness of desperation the dead were flung from the gangway of the River Clyde 

so that more men could be poured out to wade ashore and be killed in their turn. It was if the 



 

 

men themselves had found the whole situation unbelievable

after hour they could change it, vanquish the defenders by sheer weight of numbers if nothing 

else ... But the defences were apparently impregnable. The mac

sandbags in the bows of the River Clyde fou

bullets at the faintest sign of movement. By 0930 hours, of 1 500 men who had attempted to 

land only 200 had reached cover. Eo spirit of conquest could overcome the fact that no more 

could be done.’ 

A large proportion of the casualties w

the River Clyde’s lighters together to form a causeway onto the beach. (This objective was 

attained at 07h07.) Brig Gen H.E. Eapier, commanding the main force, had waited in the 

Clacton whilst the covering force tried to land. He approached the River Clyde in a 

watertight boat together with his staff and a number of soldiers. He leapt into the grounded 

Argyle to lead the men ashore whom he observed choking the lighters, boats and gan

not realizing that they were all dead. He and his Brigade Major (J.H.D. Costeker) were soon 

killed (as was Lt Col Rooth of the covering force). On 26 April the survivors of the force from 

the River Clyde stormed the village. The Turkish contingent d

Yahja of Ezine, was annihilated.

Six Victoria Crosses were gained by members of the River Clyde’s forces, viz. Cdr E. 

Unwin (commanding the ship); Midshipman G.L. Drewry (commanding the motor hopper); 

Able Seaman C. Williams (who was killed and gained the award posthumously); Able 

Seaman G.M. Samson (the first RER rating to gain the VC); Midshipman W. Malleson; and 

Sub Lt A.W. St Clair Tisdall (Officer Commanding 1 Platoon, Anson Battalion, RED). The 

actions which were rewarded w

wounded troops amidst the carnage or endeavour to secure the lighters between the River 

Clyde and the shore. Tisdall was subsequently killed in the Second Battle of Krithia on 6 May 

and his VC was gazetted posthumously.

4 Gallipoli: The Landings of 25 April 1915 by S. Monick

He earned the 1914 -1915 star; the 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

men themselves had found the whole situation unbelievable, as if by storming ashore hour 

after hour they could change it, vanquish the defenders by sheer weight of numbers if nothing 

else ... But the defences were apparently impregnable. The machine guns mounted behind 

gs in the bows of the River Clyde found no mark. The entrenched Turks spat out their 

bullets at the faintest sign of movement. By 0930 hours, of 1 500 men who had attempted to 

land only 200 had reached cover. Eo spirit of conquest could overcome the fact that no more 

roportion of the casualties were sustained whilst endeavouring to position 

the River Clyde’s lighters together to form a causeway onto the beach. (This objective was 

attained at 07h07.) Brig Gen H.E. Eapier, commanding the main force, had waited in the 

cton whilst the covering force tried to land. He approached the River Clyde in a 

watertight boat together with his staff and a number of soldiers. He leapt into the grounded 

Argyle to lead the men ashore whom he observed choking the lighters, boats and gan

not realizing that they were all dead. He and his Brigade Major (J.H.D. Costeker) were soon 

killed (as was Lt Col Rooth of the covering force). On 26 April the survivors of the force from 

the River Clyde stormed the village. The Turkish contingent defending V Beach, under Sgt 

Yahja of Ezine, was annihilated. 

Six Victoria Crosses were gained by members of the River Clyde’s forces, viz. Cdr E. 

Unwin (commanding the ship); Midshipman G.L. Drewry (commanding the motor hopper); 

o was killed and gained the award posthumously); Able 

Seaman G.M. Samson (the first RER rating to gain the VC); Midshipman W. Malleson; and 

Sub Lt A.W. St Clair Tisdall (Officer Commanding 1 Platoon, Anson Battalion, RED). The 

actions which were rewarded with this decoration were involved either with the rescue of 

wounded troops amidst the carnage or endeavour to secure the lighters between the River 

Clyde and the shore. Tisdall was subsequently killed in the Second Battle of Krithia on 6 May 

gazetted posthumously. reference: - Military History Journal 
4 Gallipoli: The Landings of 25 April 1915 by S. Monick 

 

1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal
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efending V Beach, under Sgt 
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Seaman G.M. Samson (the first RER rating to gain the VC); Midshipman W. Malleson; and 

Sub Lt A.W. St Clair Tisdall (Officer Commanding 1 Platoon, Anson Battalion, RED). The 

ith this decoration were involved either with the rescue of 

wounded troops amidst the carnage or endeavour to secure the lighters between the River 

Clyde and the shore. Tisdall was subsequently killed in the Second Battle of Krithia on 6 May 

Military History Journal - Volume 6 No 

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

He is commemorated on the 
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

RICE Ritchie Percy He served as a
Drifter "Jean."  He was killed on the on the 
3458SD. He was the son of George and Emma Rice, of West St., Tollesbury, Essex. He is 
shown in the 1901 census as aged 16 born & living in Tollesbury working as a 
mariner.  Lieutenant John Philip Allix, from Jersey, also serving on the same vessel, was 
killed at the same time. The vessel

He earned the British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 26. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL 
MEMORIAL His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's

COUSI�S,  Percy  George. He served as a 
aboard the S.S. "Earl of Elgin."
number was 5391B.  

He was the husband of Laura Kate Cousins, of Floren
Rowhedge, after the war his family moved to Chertsey. He was the brother of Herbert 
Golding Cousins, who was killed in 1918. He was the son of Elizabeth Cousins & born at 
Layham Suffolk. 
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He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 26. 
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a Deck Hand in the: Royal Naval Reserve 
He was killed on the on the 17/10/1917 aged 33. His service number was 

of George and Emma Rice, of West St., Tollesbury, Essex. He is 
shown in the 1901 census as aged 16 born & living in Tollesbury working as a 

Lieutenant John Philip Allix, from Jersey, also serving on the same vessel, was 
he vessel hit a mine.  

 

He earned the British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals. He is commemorated on the 
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 26. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL 
MEMORIAL His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbur

 

He served as a Leading Seaman in the Royal Naval Reserve
.". He was aged 30 when killed on the 07/12/1917

He was the husband of Laura Kate Cousins, of Florence Cottages, Regent St., 
Rowhedge, after the war his family moved to Chertsey. He was the brother of Herbert 
Golding Cousins, who was killed in 1918. He was the son of Elizabeth Cousins & born at 

alth War Dead Memorial Reference: 26. 

: Royal Naval Reserve on H. M. 
His service number was 

of George and Emma Rice, of West St., Tollesbury, Essex. He is 
shown in the 1901 census as aged 16 born & living in Tollesbury working as a 

Lieutenant John Philip Allix, from Jersey, also serving on the same vessel, was 

He is commemorated on the 
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 26. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL 

Tollesbury          

Royal Naval Reserve 
07/12/1917 His service 

ce Cottages, Regent St., 
Rowhedge, after the war his family moved to Chertsey. He was the brother of Herbert 
Golding Cousins, who was killed in 1918. He was the son of Elizabeth Cousins & born at 



 

 

He earned the

The Earl of Elgin was owned by the Anglo
capable of 9 knots. The Earl of Elgin

December 1917, while in a position 10 miles 
torpedoed without warning and sunk by a submarine with 18 lives being lost including the 
Master.  
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He earned the British War Medal & Allied Victory Medals

 

His mother, Elizabeth 

 

was owned by the Anglo-American Oil Company built in 1909 and 
Earl of Elgin, was 4,448grt vessel, defensively-armed. On the

December 1917, while in a position 10 miles W ½ S from Caernarvon Bay. She was, 
torpedoed without warning and sunk by a submarine with 18 lives being lost including the 

Victory Medals 

American Oil Company built in 1909 and 
armed. On the  7th 

W ½ S from Caernarvon Bay. She was, 
torpedoed without warning and sunk by a submarine with 18 lives being lost including the 



 

 

He is commemorated on the 
26.CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

WAKELA�D, Alfred James.  

"Larchgrove.".He was aged 33
3355B. He was the son of Alfred
Rowhedge, Colchester; husband of Henrietta Hannah Wakeland, of Regent St., Rowhedge, 
Colchester, Essex. 

The U. S. S. Hawaiian sailed for Europe

only one day out of Gibraltar, she rammed the British steamer Larchgrove amidships, sinking 

her almost immediately. Hawaiian was badly holed in the bows and shipping water limped 

into Gibraltar the following day with 16 survivors of the British steamer on board. After 

temporary repairs had been made, Hawaiian continued on to Marseilles, arriving the

Eovember to discharge cargo. The U. S. S. Hawaiian was a cargo vessel acquired by the      

U.S. Eavy from her owner, the American

August 1918 at Hoboken, E.J., Lt. Comdr. L. A. Carlisle in command. The 

been carrying a cargo of pig iron from Seville to Ardrossan.

He earned the 1914
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He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 
26.CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

ames.  He served as a Seaman in the Royal Naval Reserve
33 when killed on the 27/10/1918. His service number was

He was the son of Alfred  & Agatha Wakeland, of Vine Cottage, Rowhedge Street, 
husband of Henrietta Hannah Wakeland, of Regent St., Rowhedge, 

The U. S. S. Hawaiian sailed for Europe on the 11 October 1918. On 26 October, 

only one day out of Gibraltar, she rammed the British steamer Larchgrove amidships, sinking 

almost immediately. Hawaiian was badly holed in the bows and shipping water limped 

into Gibraltar the following day with 16 survivors of the British steamer on board. After 

temporary repairs had been made, Hawaiian continued on to Marseilles, arriving the

Eovember to discharge cargo. The U. S. S. Hawaiian was a cargo vessel acquired by the      

U.S. Eavy from her owner, the American-Hawaiian Steamship Line, and commissioned on 10 

August 1918 at Hoboken, E.J., Lt. Comdr. L. A. Carlisle in command. The Larchgrove had 

been carrying a cargo of pig iron from Seville to Ardrossan.  

 

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 

Royal Naval Reserve on S.S. 
. His service number was: 

& Agatha Wakeland, of Vine Cottage, Rowhedge Street, 
husband of Henrietta Hannah Wakeland, of Regent St., Rowhedge, 

the 11 October 1918. On 26 October, 

only one day out of Gibraltar, she rammed the British steamer Larchgrove amidships, sinking 

almost immediately. Hawaiian was badly holed in the bows and shipping water limped 

into Gibraltar the following day with 16 survivors of the British steamer on board. After 

temporary repairs had been made, Hawaiian continued on to Marseilles, arriving there 12 

Eovember to discharge cargo. The U. S. S. Hawaiian was a cargo vessel acquired by the      

Hawaiian Steamship Line, and commissioned on 10 

Larchgrove had 

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL

COR�ICK Percy James. He served as a 

Death: 26/11/1918 His service number was

He was born at Saint Helier Jersey, Channel Island on the  30 November 1882.  His 

appearance on the local war memorial stems from service a

Mell Road. Members of the Service were normally recruited from the Royal Navy 

retirement was also normal unless a man went on for promotion to Chief Officer. But it didn't 

do for Coastguards to become too well ac

transferred quite frequently, movement taking place precisely during the period when the 

men were marrying and their families were being born .  Percy had originally served in the 

Royal Navy. He was wounded and

    He is commemorated on the

Reference: 597. Cemetery: GOREY (CHRIST CHURCH) CHURCH OF IRELAND 

CHURCHYARD 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 30. 
CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

He served as a Leading Boatman with: H. M. Coastg

His service number was202822  

He was born at Saint Helier Jersey, Channel Island on the  30 November 1882.  His 

appearance on the local war memorial stems from service at the local Coastguard Station in 

Mell Road. Members of the Service were normally recruited from the Royal Navy 

unless a man went on for promotion to Chief Officer. But it didn't 

do for Coastguards to become too well acquainted with the local people, and they were 

transferred quite frequently, movement taking place precisely during the period when the 

men were marrying and their families were being born .  Percy had originally served in the 

Royal Navy. He was wounded and died in Ireland. 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

Reference: 597. Cemetery: GOREY (CHRIST CHURCH) CHURCH OF IRELAND 

 

Memorial Reference: 30. 

Leading Boatman with: H. M. Coastguard Date of 

He was born at Saint Helier Jersey, Channel Island on the  30 November 1882.  His 

t the local Coastguard Station in 

Mell Road. Members of the Service were normally recruited from the Royal Navy and early 

unless a man went on for promotion to Chief Officer. But it didn't 

quainted with the local people, and they were 

transferred quite frequently, movement taking place precisely during the period when the 

men were marrying and their families were being born .  Percy had originally served in the 

War Dead Grave 

Reference: 597. Cemetery: GOREY (CHRIST CHURCH) CHURCH OF IRELAND 
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SPRI�GETT, Percy. He served as an Assistant Steward in the Mercantile Marine Reserve 
on H.M. Yacht "Rosabelle." He was aged 32 when he died on the 25/02/1919. He was the 
husband of Elizabeth Springett, of 22, Florence Place, Tolcarne, Newlyn. He died in Portland 
Hospital. 1901 Census shows that Percy Springett aged 14 was born & living  East 
Donyland  and listed as a Scholar. His father was Thomas a mariner & his mother, Emma 
lived in 1881 in Florence Cottage, Albion Street, Rowhedge 

 

HMY ROSABELLE 

 

The Royal Eaval Patrol Service or "Harry Tate's Eavy" as it was more popularly 

known, was a very special service indeed with its own rules and regulations and the unique 

distinction of having its own exclusive Silver Badge, worn by sea-going officers and ratings 

alike. The advantages of using small ships for minesweeping and other duties had been 

recognised during WW1 and many of the crews of the peacetime fishing fleets had been 

encouraged to join the Royal Eaval Reserve. Its headquarters were at Sparrow`s Eest, the 

municipal pleasure ground at Lowestoft, and its fighting fleet consisted of hundreds of 

requisitioned trawlers, whalers, drifters, paddle steamers, yachts, tugs and the like 'Minor 

War Vessels' as the Admiralty called them. Armed with ancient and out-of-date weaponry, 

they set out from Lowestoft to fight the Second World War in every corner of the globe. They 

called it 'Harry Tate's Eavy', after a bumbling music-hall comedian of the time. 

Other vessels that left the River Colne to join the Patrol Service besides the Rosabelle 

were the steam yachts:- Lady Blanche, Venetia (558 tons), Vanessa (445 tons), Oriana (172 

tons), Lorna (484 tons), Uena (223 tons), Gladys (178 tons). 

 HMY ROSABELLE was a luxury steam yacht 192 foot long & 614 tons a Patrol 

Yacht  of British Eationality  built 1901.  She was requisitioned for Royal Eaval Service in 

both World Wars. She was designed locally by Messrs Cox & King. She was the third in a 

series of 4 yachts to bear the name. In her honour "Rosabelle Avenue" in Wivenhoe is named 

after her. During World War 2 she was torpedoed on the 11th December 1941, in the Straits 

of Gibraltar by U-374 with the loss of 30 crew members, 4 being saved. 



 

 

He is commemorated with a Commonwealth War Dead
PENZANCE CEMETERY 

THE EXILES 

A number of local men, who had emigrated pre

out joined up where they were. sadly the following lost their lives

The following 2 men served with the Australians

 

 BATTE� Thomas Bossence

A.I.F. 26th Battalion. He was killed in 

1718. The 1901 census shows Thomas aged 3 born & living in Tollesbury. His father was T 

.J. B Batten, who had commanded the local Coastguards. His grandfather was Thomas, who 

had been born in 1847in Saltash 

Kent, then from 1891 at Tollesbury Essex. His wife was Amelia E born in 1847 at Margate, 

Kent the children are listed as: Thomas J. Bossence, his father born 1877, in Kent; & his 

aunts Emily M.A. & Amelia H, born 1879 & 1880, Deal, Kent.

Thomas address was given as Commerce House, Tollesbury Essex. He attended 

school at Tollesbury Council School. He joined the Merchant Navy working as a baker for 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Q/8. I

CHAPTER 5    

A number of local men, who had emigrated pre-war or were overseas

out joined up where they were. sadly the following lost their lives 

The following 2 men served with the Australians 

 

BATTE� Thomas Bossence. He served as a private in the Australian Infantry, 

A.I.F. 26th Battalion. He was killed in action on the 29/07/1916. His service number was 

1718. The 1901 census shows Thomas aged 3 born & living in Tollesbury. His father was T 

.J. B Batten, who had commanded the local Coastguards. His grandfather was Thomas, who 

had been born in 1847in Saltash Cornwall. He served as a coastguard from 1881 at Deal 

Kent, then from 1891 at Tollesbury Essex. His wife was Amelia E born in 1847 at Margate, 

Kent the children are listed as: Thomas J. Bossence, his father born 1877, in Kent; & his 

ia H, born 1879 & 1880, Deal, Kent. 

Thomas address was given as Commerce House, Tollesbury Essex. He attended 

school at Tollesbury Council School. He joined the Merchant Navy working as a baker for 

 

Grave Reference: Q/8. II: 

war or were overseas when war broke 

. He served as a private in the Australian Infantry, 

action on the 29/07/1916. His service number was 

1718. The 1901 census shows Thomas aged 3 born & living in Tollesbury. His father was T 

.J. B Batten, who had commanded the local Coastguards. His grandfather was Thomas, who 

Cornwall. He served as a coastguard from 1881 at Deal 

Kent, then from 1891 at Tollesbury Essex. His wife was Amelia E born in 1847 at Margate, 

Kent the children are listed as: Thomas J. Bossence, his father born 1877, in Kent; & his 

Thomas address was given as Commerce House, Tollesbury Essex. He attended 

school at Tollesbury Council School. He joined the Merchant Navy working as a baker for 



 

 

the White Star Line. He made his first visit to Australia 

Brisbane, Queensland having first asked for permission from the ship, which was granted. He 

gave his reason for joining up that he thought he was not doing enough for his King & 

Country. 

He took part in the Gallipoli cam

he recovered, he volunteered for the machine gun section and went to France with the Anzacs 

in March 1916. Tom Batten was always of and happy disposition and made friends wherever 

he went. In one of his last letters he said that he never regretted joining the Army but would 

be glad when the war was over and he could come home. 

The 26th Battalion was raised at Enoggera in, Queensland, in April 1915 from 

recruits enlisted in Queensland and Tasmania, and forme

Australia in July, and, after training in Egypt, landed at Gallipoli on 12 September. At 

Gallipoli, the 26th played a purely defensive role and at various times was responsible for the 

defence of Courtney’s and Steele’s P

on 12 December. 

After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade proceeded to France as part of the 2nd 

Australian Division in March 1916. With the 28th Battalion, the 26th mounted the first trench 

raid undertaken by Australian troops on the Western Front on 6 June. The Battalion fought in 

its first major battle around Pozières between 28 July and 7 August 1916, which was part of 

the great Battle of the Somme.

He was awarded 1914-

Medal - War with service in France, Egypt and Gallipoli
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the White Star Line. He made his first visit to Australia in SS Demosthenes. He enlisted in 

Brisbane, Queensland having first asked for permission from the ship, which was granted. He 

gave his reason for joining up that he thought he was not doing enough for his King & 

 

He took part in the Gallipoli campaign and was wounded on October 31st 1915. After 

he recovered, he volunteered for the machine gun section and went to France with the Anzacs 

in March 1916. Tom Batten was always of and happy disposition and made friends wherever 

t letters he said that he never regretted joining the Army but would 

be glad when the war was over and he could come home.  

The 26th Battalion was raised at Enoggera in, Queensland, in April 1915 from 

recruits enlisted in Queensland and Tasmania, and formed part of the 7th Brigade. It left 

Australia in July, and, after training in Egypt, landed at Gallipoli on 12 September. At 

Gallipoli, the 26th played a purely defensive role and at various times was responsible for the 

defence of Courtney’s and Steele’s Posts, and Russell’s Top. It withdrew from the peninsula 

After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade proceeded to France as part of the 2nd 

Australian Division in March 1916. With the 28th Battalion, the 26th mounted the first trench 

undertaken by Australian troops on the Western Front on 6 June. The Battalion fought in 

its first major battle around Pozières between 28 July and 7 August 1916, which was part of 

the great Battle of the Somme. 

 

-15 Star, 1914- 1920 British War Medal, 1914

War with service in France, Egypt and Gallipoli 

in SS Demosthenes. He enlisted in 

Brisbane, Queensland having first asked for permission from the ship, which was granted. He 

gave his reason for joining up that he thought he was not doing enough for his King & 

paign and was wounded on October 31st 1915. After 

he recovered, he volunteered for the machine gun section and went to France with the Anzacs 

in March 1916. Tom Batten was always of and happy disposition and made friends wherever 

t letters he said that he never regretted joining the Army but would 

The 26th Battalion was raised at Enoggera in, Queensland, in April 1915 from 

d part of the 7th Brigade. It left 

Australia in July, and, after training in Egypt, landed at Gallipoli on 12 September. At 

Gallipoli, the 26th played a purely defensive role and at various times was responsible for the 

osts, and Russell’s Top. It withdrew from the peninsula 

After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade proceeded to France as part of the 2nd 

Australian Division in March 1916. With the 28th Battalion, the 26th mounted the first trench 

undertaken by Australian troops on the Western Front on 6 June. The Battalion fought in 

its first major battle around Pozières between 28 July and 7 August 1916, which was part of 

ritish War Medal, 1914-1919 Victory 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VILLERS 

MEMORIAL, which is the Australian national memorial erected to commemorate all 

Australian soldiers who fought in France and Belgium during the First World War, to their 

dead, and especially to those of the dead whose graves are not known. The 10,770 Australian 

servicemen actually named on the memorial died in the battlefields of the Somme, Arras, t

German advance of 1918 and the Advance to Victory. The memorial was unveiled by King 

George VI in July 1938.. No. of Identified Casualties: 10771

BEECHAM Edward Jack Australian Private Australian Infantry, A.I.F. : 2nd Battalion. " 

H" company Age 27 Date of Death: 08/08/1915 Service No: 969 

Edward was known as Ted, and shown as such in the Commonwealth War Graves 

records, which gives his place of birth as Tollesbury,

confirms this & shows the family at Tollesbury, as Edward Beecham aged 12 , his mother 

Emma Beecham aged 33 & an uncle Robert Beecham aged 25 working as a Blacksmith, all 

born & living at Tollesbury. His father is not in th

records as:- Beecham, Charles Henry with Official Number: 340894, Place of Birth: 

Tollesbury, Essex born Date 11 June 1873. Edward is shown in the Australian records as:

Religion Church of England ; Occupation Baker

status -Married; & Age at embarkation 26 . His Next of kin is given as Wife, Mrs Lucy 

Beecham, 37 Burnaby Road, Southend on Sea, England . Enlistment date was 4 September 

1914 . He is shown as having served previ

Infantry. 

Embarkation Roll number 23/19/1 gives the following Embarkation details :

embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board Transport A23 Suffolk on 18 October 

1914. His Nominal Roll shows him as a 
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Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VILLERS - BRETONNEUX 

MEMORIAL, which is the Australian national memorial erected to commemorate all 

iers who fought in France and Belgium during the First World War, to their 

dead, and especially to those of the dead whose graves are not known. The 10,770 Australian 

servicemen actually named on the memorial died in the battlefields of the Somme, Arras, t

German advance of 1918 and the Advance to Victory. The memorial was unveiled by King 

George VI in July 1938.. No. of Identified Casualties: 10771 

 

Australian Private Australian Infantry, A.I.F. : 2nd Battalion. " 

H" company Age 27 Date of Death: 08/08/1915 Service No: 969  

Edward was known as Ted, and shown as such in the Commonwealth War Graves 

records, which gives his place of birth as Tollesbury, Essex, England .The 1901 Census 

confirms this & shows the family at Tollesbury, as Edward Beecham aged 12 , his mother 

Emma Beecham aged 33 & an uncle Robert Beecham aged 25 working as a Blacksmith, all 

born & living at Tollesbury. His father is not in the census but appears in the Royal Naval 

Beecham, Charles Henry with Official Number: 340894, Place of Birth: 

Tollesbury, Essex born Date 11 June 1873. Edward is shown in the Australian records as:

Religion Church of England ; Occupation Baker ; Address Lnglesbury, Queensland ; Marital 

Married; & Age at embarkation 26 . His Next of kin is given as Wife, Mrs Lucy 

Beecham, 37 Burnaby Road, Southend on Sea, England . Enlistment date was 4 September 

1914 . He is shown as having served previously for 8 years in the Royal Marine Light 

Embarkation Roll number 23/19/1 gives the following Embarkation details :

embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board Transport A23 Suffolk on 18 October 

1914. His Nominal Roll shows him as a private serving with the 2nd Battalion.

BRETONNEUX 

MEMORIAL, which is the Australian national memorial erected to commemorate all 

iers who fought in France and Belgium during the First World War, to their 

dead, and especially to those of the dead whose graves are not known. The 10,770 Australian 

servicemen actually named on the memorial died in the battlefields of the Somme, Arras, the 

German advance of 1918 and the Advance to Victory. The memorial was unveiled by King 

Australian Private Australian Infantry, A.I.F. : 2nd Battalion. " 

Edward was known as Ted, and shown as such in the Commonwealth War Graves 

Essex, England .The 1901 Census 

confirms this & shows the family at Tollesbury, as Edward Beecham aged 12 , his mother 

Emma Beecham aged 33 & an uncle Robert Beecham aged 25 working as a Blacksmith, all 

e census but appears in the Royal Naval 

Beecham, Charles Henry with Official Number: 340894, Place of Birth: 

Tollesbury, Essex born Date 11 June 1873. Edward is shown in the Australian records as:- 

; Address Lnglesbury, Queensland ; Marital 

Married; & Age at embarkation 26 . His Next of kin is given as Wife, Mrs Lucy 

Beecham, 37 Burnaby Road, Southend on Sea, England . Enlistment date was 4 September 

ously for 8 years in the Royal Marine Light 

Embarkation Roll number 23/19/1 gives the following Embarkation details :- Unit 

embarked from Sydney, New South Wales, on board Transport A23 Suffolk on 18 October 

private serving with the 2nd Battalion. 
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Other details from Roll of Honour Circular show he enlisted 4 September 1914 and 

taken on the strength of the 2nd Battalion on the 25 September 1914. He was killed in action 

on the 8 August 1915 at Lone Pine, Gallipoli. His age at death was 27.  

The 2nd Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the 

First World War. Like the 1st, 3rd and 4th Battalions it was recruited from Eew South Wales 

and, together with these battalions, formed the 1st Brigade. 

The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 

and embarked just two months later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the 

battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. The battalion took part in the AEZAC 

landing on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and third waves, and was led by Lieutenant 

Colonel G. F. Braund, who was killed in action nine days later. On 6 August, the 1st Brigade 

led the charge at Lone Pine. Among the dead was the commander of the 2nd Battalion, 

Lieutenant Colonel R. Scobie, killed during a Turkish counter-attack. The battalion served at 

AEZAC until the evacuation in December 1915.  

A scene in the trenches of Lone Pine on the day he died, 8 August 1915(not shown 

here) is shown with copyright AWM. The photographer is unknown but the image conveys a 

sense of the losses sustained by both sides in the three day battle. 

The Australian diversionary assault on 6 August 1915 on the Turkish trenches at Lone 

Pine was carried out by the four battalions - 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th - of the 1st Brigade, AIF, 

from New South Wales. At 4.30 pm a bombardment of the Turkish positions began which 

lasted for one hour before the scheduled time of the attack - 5.30 pm. Charles Bean described 

the scene: ...through the Dip were now filing in three separate routes ... the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

[Battalions - the 1st Battalion was held in reserve] which were to make the attack. The bright 

sun of a warm summer afternoon shone upon their backs ... Behind them, far down on the 

twinkling sea; lay the warships, firing occasional salvos. The three columns steadily 

disappearing into the dusty rabbit warren of trenches reminded onlookers of the regulated 

traffic of a metropolis ... When the bombardment was half through, the three assaulting 

columns were in position both in the tunnelled firing line and in the main line behind it, ready 

to launch the formidable demonstration upon which so much depended. In many respects 

Lone Pine was a battle of the 'bombs'. The Turks, according to official historian Charles 

Bean, seemed to have an 'inexhaustible supply' of their cricket-ball style bombes and they had 

been well trained in throwing them. The Anzacs had come ashore without any kind of 'bomb' 

so a 'bomb factory' was hastily established near Anzac Headquarters at the beach. 'Bombs' 

were made by stuffing old jam tins with pieces of Turkish shell and barbed wire. 

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by Commonwealth and French 

forces in an attempt to force Turkey out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the Western 

Front in France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia through the Dardanelles 

and the Black Sea. The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25-26 April 1915; the 29th Division 

at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and Eew Zealand Corps north of Gaba Tepe 

on the west coast, an area soon known as Anzac. On 6 August, further landings were made at 

Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the climax of the campaign came in early August when 



 

 

simultaneous assaults were launched on all three fronts. Lone Pine was a strategically 

important plateau in the southern part of Anzac, which was briefly in the hands of Australian 

forces following the landings on 25 April. It became a Turkish strong point from May 

when it was known by them as 'Kanli Sirt' (Bloody Ridge). The Australians pushed mines 

towards the plateau from the end of May to the beginning of August and on the afternoon of 6 

August, after mine explosions and bombardment from land and sea, th

by the 1st Australian Brigade. 

 By 10 August, the Turkish counter

consolidated. It was held by the 1st Australian Division until 12 September, and then by the 

2nd, until the evacuation of the peninsula in December. The LOEE PIEE MEMORIAL stands 

on the site of the fiercest fighting at Lone Pine and overlooks the whole front line of May 

1915. It commemorates more than 4,900 Australian and Eew Zealand servicemen who died 

in the Anzac area. 

 

He earned the 1914 = 1915 star; the 1914

 He is in the Tollesbury Memorial Book. He is also shown on the memorial plaque at 

Saint Mary's Salcott. The Memorial plaque at St. Mary's listed two relatives, who served and 

came safely home:- Fred Beecham , who had been aged 

Stambridge and living at Paglesham. & Charles Beecham who had been aged 0 at the 1901 

Census born at Paglesham and living at Paglesham

 This a picture taken on the day he 

AUGUST 1915. Picture taken the day Edward was killed there.
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us assaults were launched on all three fronts. Lone Pine was a strategically 

important plateau in the southern part of Anzac, which was briefly in the hands of Australian 

forces following the landings on 25 April. It became a Turkish strong point from May 

when it was known by them as 'Kanli Sirt' (Bloody Ridge). The Australians pushed mines 

towards the plateau from the end of May to the beginning of August and on the afternoon of 6 

August, after mine explosions and bombardment from land and sea, the position was stormed 

 

By 10 August, the Turkish counter-attacks had failed and the position was 

consolidated. It was held by the 1st Australian Division until 12 September, and then by the 

2nd, until the evacuation of the peninsula in December. The LOEE PIEE MEMORIAL stands 

the site of the fiercest fighting at Lone Pine and overlooks the whole front line of May 

1915. It commemorates more than 4,900 Australian and Eew Zealand servicemen who died 

  

He earned the 1914 = 1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

He is in the Tollesbury Memorial Book. He is also shown on the memorial plaque at 

Saint Mary's Salcott. The Memorial plaque at St. Mary's listed two relatives, who served and 

Fred Beecham , who had been aged 7 at the 1901 Census born at 

Stambridge and living at Paglesham. & Charles Beecham who had been aged 0 at the 1901 

Census born at Paglesham and living at Paglesham 

a picture taken on the day he died at LONE PINE TRENCH on the 

re taken the day Edward was killed there. (c) AWM A04029

us assaults were launched on all three fronts. Lone Pine was a strategically 

important plateau in the southern part of Anzac, which was briefly in the hands of Australian 

forces following the landings on 25 April. It became a Turkish strong point from May to July, 

when it was known by them as 'Kanli Sirt' (Bloody Ridge). The Australians pushed mines 

towards the plateau from the end of May to the beginning of August and on the afternoon of 6 

e position was stormed 

attacks had failed and the position was 

consolidated. It was held by the 1st Australian Division until 12 September, and then by the 

2nd, until the evacuation of the peninsula in December. The LOEE PIEE MEMORIAL stands 

the site of the fiercest fighting at Lone Pine and overlooks the whole front line of May 

1915. It commemorates more than 4,900 Australian and Eew Zealand servicemen who died 

1919 Victory Medal 

He is in the Tollesbury Memorial Book. He is also shown on the memorial plaque at 

Saint Mary's Salcott. The Memorial plaque at St. Mary's listed two relatives, who served and 

7 at the 1901 Census born at 

Stambridge and living at Paglesham. & Charles Beecham who had been aged 0 at the 1901 

 

died at LONE PINE TRENCH on the 8TH 

AWM A04029 



 

 

Note:- Australian Service Records 

http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service

CA�ADA 

The following 7 local men served with the Canadian Forces

ALLE�, William Benjamin. Nationality: Canadian: He ser

Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment.) C. Coy. 13th Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Canadian 

Division Age: 27 originally from Rowhedge. He was killed on the 11/

number was 24452 

He was a native of Rowhedge but prior to the war was living in New York and he 

joined the Canadian Contingent. His widowed mother lived at Paget Cottages, Rowhedge.
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Australian Service Records  

http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/defence/service-records/ 

following 7 local men served with the Canadian Forces 

 

. Nationality: Canadian: He served as a Lance Corporal in the 

Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment.) C. Coy. 13th Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Canadian 

from Rowhedge. He was killed on the 11/07/1915 His service 

He was a native of Rowhedge but prior to the war was living in New York and he 

joined the Canadian Contingent. His widowed mother lived at Paget Cottages, Rowhedge.

ved as a Lance Corporal in the 

Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment.) C. Coy. 13th Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Canadian 

07/1915 His service 

 

He was a native of Rowhedge but prior to the war was living in New York and he 

joined the Canadian Contingent. His widowed mother lived at Paget Cottages, Rowhedge. 



 

 

The 1st Canadian Division sailed from England for the Bay of Biscay in early 1915. 

The last transport reached St. Eazaire on the north

The Division was then put into freight railway cars and taken on a three

journey to Steenwerk, twenty miles west of Ypres in Belgian Flanders. (It was only 50 miles 

from the French port of Boulogne.) On 1 March the Division was part of the British First 

Army under the command of General Sir Douglas Haig. Having replaced the British 7

Division in the line at Fleurbaix, the 1st Canadian Division formed the left wing of the British 

IV. Corps. This was under the command of Lieutenant

Between 10-12 March the Division took part in the Battle of Eeuve Chapelle.

On 27 March the 1st Canadian Division was relieved from the line and sent to rest at 

Estaires. From 6 April the division was moved into the British Second Army area, arriving at 

Oudezele, 10 miles west of Ypres. Their orders were to take over the line fro

Division in the north east of the Ypres Salient. From 15 to 17 April 1st Canadian Division 

took over the Allied front line from the west of Gravenstafel to the Poelcapelle

road. Following the launch of a German offensive on 22 Ap

involved in the Second Battle of Ypres.

The Second Battle of Ypres was the Canadian 1st Division's baptism of fire, very 

much one of the 'great' battles in the history of the Canadian Army. However, 1800 were 

killed and 4900 wounded (60% of their numbers). It was fought by very inexperienced, yet 

brave men, men who never shrank from duty or great personal danger, men who showed 

remarkable initiative when it was needed and perhaps more importantly, men who cared 

greatly for their battalion brothers. The British High Command felt that if the Canadians had 

not fought so bravely, the war may have eventually been lost. This set a heroic standard the 

Canadians would follow for the rest of the war. The Canadians had proven they could hold

their own against a well respected enemy.

He was the son of William and Sarah Allen, of Paget Cottages, Albion Rd., 
Rowhedge, Essex. . Date of birth was 25/04/1888. His father was the mate on the America's 
Cup challenger Valkyrie II in 1893. William himse
sailor. He joined up on the 23rd September 1914, soon after war broke out. He was 5 foot 10 
inches tall. He had a tattoo on his left forearm of a pair of crossed flags, a ship and an eagle. 

He earned the 1914 - 1915 star; the 1914
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ian Division sailed from England for the Bay of Biscay in early 1915. 

The last transport reached St. Eazaire on the north-west coast of France on 16 February. 

The Division was then put into freight railway cars and taken on a three-day 500 mile rail 

y to Steenwerk, twenty miles west of Ypres in Belgian Flanders. (It was only 50 miles 

from the French port of Boulogne.) On 1 March the Division was part of the British First 

Army under the command of General Sir Douglas Haig. Having replaced the British 7

Division in the line at Fleurbaix, the 1st Canadian Division formed the left wing of the British 

IV. Corps. This was under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Rawlinson. 

12 March the Division took part in the Battle of Eeuve Chapelle.

On 27 March the 1st Canadian Division was relieved from the line and sent to rest at 

Estaires. From 6 April the division was moved into the British Second Army area, arriving at 

Oudezele, 10 miles west of Ypres. Their orders were to take over the line fro

Division in the north east of the Ypres Salient. From 15 to 17 April 1st Canadian Division 

took over the Allied front line from the west of Gravenstafel to the Poelcapelle

road. Following the launch of a German offensive on 22 April 1915, the division was 

involved in the Second Battle of Ypres. 

The Second Battle of Ypres was the Canadian 1st Division's baptism of fire, very 

much one of the 'great' battles in the history of the Canadian Army. However, 1800 were 

ded (60% of their numbers). It was fought by very inexperienced, yet 

brave men, men who never shrank from duty or great personal danger, men who showed 

remarkable initiative when it was needed and perhaps more importantly, men who cared 

attalion brothers. The British High Command felt that if the Canadians had 

not fought so bravely, the war may have eventually been lost. This set a heroic standard the 

Canadians would follow for the rest of the war. The Canadians had proven they could hold

their own against a well respected enemy. 

He was the son of William and Sarah Allen, of Paget Cottages, Albion Rd., 
Rowhedge, Essex. . Date of birth was 25/04/1888. His father was the mate on the America's 
Cup challenger Valkyrie II in 1893. William himself lists his profession on joining up as a 
sailor. He joined up on the 23rd September 1914, soon after war broke out. He was 5 foot 10 
inches tall. He had a tattoo on his left forearm of a pair of crossed flags, a ship and an eagle. 

 

1915 star; the 1914-1920 War Medal; the 1914-1919 Victory Medal

ian Division sailed from England for the Bay of Biscay in early 1915. 

west coast of France on 16 February. 

day 500 mile rail 

y to Steenwerk, twenty miles west of Ypres in Belgian Flanders. (It was only 50 miles 

from the French port of Boulogne.) On 1 March the Division was part of the British First 

Army under the command of General Sir Douglas Haig. Having replaced the British 7th 

Division in the line at Fleurbaix, the 1st Canadian Division formed the left wing of the British 

General Sir Henry Rawlinson. 

12 March the Division took part in the Battle of Eeuve Chapelle. 

On 27 March the 1st Canadian Division was relieved from the line and sent to rest at 

Estaires. From 6 April the division was moved into the British Second Army area, arriving at 

Oudezele, 10 miles west of Ypres. Their orders were to take over the line from the French 11 

Division in the north east of the Ypres Salient. From 15 to 17 April 1st Canadian Division 

took over the Allied front line from the west of Gravenstafel to the Poelcapelle-Keerselare 

ril 1915, the division was 

The Second Battle of Ypres was the Canadian 1st Division's baptism of fire, very 

much one of the 'great' battles in the history of the Canadian Army. However, 1800 were 

ded (60% of their numbers). It was fought by very inexperienced, yet 

brave men, men who never shrank from duty or great personal danger, men who showed 

remarkable initiative when it was needed and perhaps more importantly, men who cared 

attalion brothers. The British High Command felt that if the Canadians had 

not fought so bravely, the war may have eventually been lost. This set a heroic standard the 

Canadians would follow for the rest of the war. The Canadians had proven they could hold 

He was the son of William and Sarah Allen, of Paget Cottages, Albion Rd., 
Rowhedge, Essex. . Date of birth was 25/04/1888. His father was the mate on the America's 

lf lists his profession on joining up as a 
sailor. He joined up on the 23rd September 1914, soon after war broke out. He was 5 foot 10 
inches tall. He had a tattoo on his left forearm of a pair of crossed flags, a ship and an eagle.  

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

 He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. B. 12. 

PLOEGSTEERT WOOD  MILITARY CEMETERY. OTHER MEMORIALS Saint 

Lawrence Memorial Plaque & in the Canadian Book o

PAR�ELL, Harold Ernest Served as a Canadian with Service No: 113473 He was a private 

in the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles (Central Ontario Regiment) .8th Brigade, 3rd Canadian 

Division. He was aged 29 He was killed on the  01/10/1916. 

He was born in South Green, Fingringhoe 23rd

Fanny Parnell, of 18, West St., Colchester. At the time of the 1901 Census he lived in East 

Donyland and worked as a Boot Factory Clicker. 

.” The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles were formed at Toronto in Dec 1914. They were

part of the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade. They arrived in France 24

year 1916 saw the Battle of the Somme. But before the Canadians joined that ill

operation, they were engaged in local offensives in the southern part of the Ypre

their first battle, at St. Eloi, the Canadians of the 2nd Division suffered 1,373 casualties in 12 

days of confused attacks and counter

holes. The 3rd Division's initiation to battle 

mounted a massive attack against their positions at Mount Sorrel. In the fierce bombardment 

whole sections of trench were obliterated and the defending garrisons annihilated. The force 

of explosions hurled human bodies and even the trees of Sanctuary Wood into the air as the 

enemy succeeded in capturing the important vantage

62. The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles bore the brunt of losses: 89 per cent of its members 

became casualties. Of 702 soldiers, only 76 came through unscathed. In late August 1916, the 

Canadian divisions moved to the Somme, where they took over a section of the front line in 

front of the village of Courcelette. The recently

part of a combined force under British command. On September 15, the 2nd and 3rd 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. B. 12. 

PLOEGSTEERT WOOD  MILITARY CEMETERY. OTHER MEMORIALS Saint 

Lawrence Memorial Plaque & in the Canadian Book of Remembrance - First World War

 

Served as a Canadian with Service No: 113473 He was a private 

in the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles (Central Ontario Regiment) .8th Brigade, 3rd Canadian 

Division. He was aged 29 He was killed on the  01/10/1916.  

He was born in South Green, Fingringhoe 23rd March 1887. He was the son of Mrs. 

Fanny Parnell, of 18, West St., Colchester. At the time of the 1901 Census he lived in East 

Donyland and worked as a Boot Factory Clicker.  

The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles were formed at Toronto in Dec 1914. They were

part of the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade. They arrived in France 24

year 1916 saw the Battle of the Somme. But before the Canadians joined that ill

operation, they were engaged in local offensives in the southern part of the Ypre

their first battle, at St. Eloi, the Canadians of the 2nd Division suffered 1,373 casualties in 12 

days of confused attacks and counter-attacks on a battlefield of water-filled craters and shell

holes. The 3rd Division's initiation to battle was even more devastating, for the Germans 

mounted a massive attack against their positions at Mount Sorrel. In the fierce bombardment 

whole sections of trench were obliterated and the defending garrisons annihilated. The force 

odies and even the trees of Sanctuary Wood into the air as the 

enemy succeeded in capturing the important vantage-points of Mount Sorrel and Hills 61 and 

62. The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles bore the brunt of losses: 89 per cent of its members 

ties. Of 702 soldiers, only 76 came through unscathed. In late August 1916, the 

Canadian divisions moved to the Somme, where they took over a section of the front line in 

front of the village of Courcelette. The recently-arrived 4th Division remained in th

part of a combined force under British command. On September 15, the 2nd and 3rd 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. B. 12. 

PLOEGSTEERT WOOD  MILITARY CEMETERY. OTHER MEMORIALS Saint 

First World War 

Served as a Canadian with Service No: 113473 He was a private 

in the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles (Central Ontario Regiment) .8th Brigade, 3rd Canadian 

March 1887. He was the son of Mrs. 

Fanny Parnell, of 18, West St., Colchester. At the time of the 1901 Census he lived in East 

The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles were formed at Toronto in Dec 1914. They were 

part of the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade. They arrived in France 24-10-1915. The 

year 1916 saw the Battle of the Somme. But before the Canadians joined that ill-fated 

operation, they were engaged in local offensives in the southern part of the Ypres Salient. At 

their first battle, at St. Eloi, the Canadians of the 2nd Division suffered 1,373 casualties in 12 

filled craters and shell-

was even more devastating, for the Germans 

mounted a massive attack against their positions at Mount Sorrel. In the fierce bombardment 

whole sections of trench were obliterated and the defending garrisons annihilated. The force 

odies and even the trees of Sanctuary Wood into the air as the 

points of Mount Sorrel and Hills 61 and 

62. The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles bore the brunt of losses: 89 per cent of its members 

ties. Of 702 soldiers, only 76 came through unscathed. In late August 1916, the 

Canadian divisions moved to the Somme, where they took over a section of the front line in 

arrived 4th Division remained in the north, as 

part of a combined force under British command. On September 15, the 2nd and 3rd 



 

 

Divisions assaulted and captured the village. In the weeks that followed, the Canadians 

attacked again and again to advance only a few hundred metres over shell

strewn land. The deadly battlefield was crisscrossed by German defences

Kenora Trench and Regina Trench, which was finally taken on Eovember 11

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914

His name is recorded on the .Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VIMY MEMORIAL also 

commemorated at Saint Andrew’s Fingringhoe

CHRISTMAS Herbert William

Canadian Infantry 73rd Battalion. He was aged 21 and came 

Saint Stephen - Great Wigborough & Saint Nicholas 

01/03/1917 Service No: 127577 

He was the son of William and Ellen Christmas, of Burton 

England. He was born 30th January 1896

Canada as a farmer living in Washington Ontario and enlisted 15th November 1915.

“The Black Watch of Canada, 73rd (Royal Highlanders) Battalion Canadian Inf

in the period April1916 - April 1917.were pa

subsequently disbanded . 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Divisions assaulted and captured the village. In the weeks that followed, the Canadians 

attacked again and again to advance only a few hundred metres over shell-

strewn land. The deadly battlefield was crisscrossed by German defences—

Kenora Trench and Regina Trench, which was finally taken on Eovember 11

 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

 

.Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VIMY MEMORIAL also 

commemorated at Saint Andrew’s Fingringhoe 

 

CHRISTMAS Herbert William Nationality: Canadian He served as a Corporal in the: 

Canadian Infantry 73rd Battalion. He was aged 21 and came originally from the parishes of

Great Wigborough & Saint Nicholas –Little Wigborough Date of Death: 

01/03/1917 Service No: 127577  

He was the son of William and Ellen Christmas, of Burton House, West Mersea, 

. He was born 30th January 1896. He was 5 foot 11 inches tall. He had emigrated to 

Canada as a farmer living in Washington Ontario and enlisted 15th November 1915.

The Black Watch of Canada, 73rd (Royal Highlanders) Battalion Canadian Inf

April 1917.were part of the 12th Canadian Brigade. 

Divisions assaulted and captured the village. In the weeks that followed, the Canadians 

-pocked, corpse-

—Hessian Trench, 

Kenora Trench and Regina Trench, which was finally taken on Eovember 11” 

.Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VIMY MEMORIAL also 

Nationality: Canadian He served as a Corporal in the: 

y from the parishes of:-

Little Wigborough Date of Death: 

House, West Mersea, 

He was 5 foot 11 inches tall. He had emigrated to 

Canada as a farmer living in Washington Ontario and enlisted 15th November 1915. 

The Black Watch of Canada, 73rd (Royal Highlanders) Battalion Canadian Infantry 

rt of the 12th Canadian Brigade. They were 



 

 

After losing 24,000 casualties in the grisly fighting on the Somme, the Canadian 

Corps under the command of Sir Julian Byng turned in the winter of 1916

its shattered battalions and integrating new troops into the formations. Despite the

and during this period of recuperation, the Canadians continued to harass the German lines 

by trench raids. Long had the Canadians been regarded by the British as elite soldiers and 

their refinement of trench raiding in the last month of 1915 ha

commander-in-chief of the British Expeditionary Force, to congratulate the colonials for 

their skill and elan.11 The Canadians transformed trench raiding to a deadly art, which wore 

away at the enemy's morale and strength as he was 

the "wild colonials."12 The raids were conducted in the dead of night and centred on the 

principle of destroy and retreat. They were not meant for holding ground in the enemy 

trench, simply to wreak havoc. The chaos 

down the enemy front line, disrupted communications, and the inherent confusion of 

ascertaining where the exact attack was being launched, left the defenders momentarily 

vulnerable. Yet trench raiding wa

degenerate into mad, vicious battles with high casualties to both sides. Casualties 

success of the Canadians in winning control of no

the language of the trenches as "fire

Ultimately a large scale attack was planned using some 1700 Canadians including 

the Black Watch & employing gas. It was during this attack that Herbert was thought to have 

been killed. At last the wait ended when the British

wind strength on the last night of February 1917. At 3 a.m. on 1 March, the Special 

Companies' Gas Sergeants, wearing red, white and green brassards to indicate to the 

Canadian infantry who they were, released 1,

phosgene) gas into a stiff breeze of 9 miles per hour, which carried it quickly over to the 

German lines. Unfortunately for the Canadians, the German defenders had only recently 

been issued new orders to combat gas

up red and green flares. Our artillery will fire into the gas cloud and on the hostile trenches. 

True to orders, the German counter

punctured several canisters holding phosgene for the second wave release, gassing groups of 

Canadians and gas specialists

He earned the1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

After losing 24,000 casualties in the grisly fighting on the Somme, the Canadian 

Corps under the command of Sir Julian Byng turned in the winter of 1916-1917 to rebuilding 

its shattered battalions and integrating new troops into the formations. Despite the

and during this period of recuperation, the Canadians continued to harass the German lines 

by trench raids. Long had the Canadians been regarded by the British as elite soldiers and 

their refinement of trench raiding in the last month of 1915 had led Sir Douglas Haig, 

chief of the British Expeditionary Force, to congratulate the colonials for 

their skill and elan.11 The Canadians transformed trench raiding to a deadly art, which wore 

away at the enemy's morale and strength as he was kept taut and nervous whenever opposite 

the "wild colonials."12 The raids were conducted in the dead of night and centred on the 

principle of destroy and retreat. They were not meant for holding ground in the enemy 

trench, simply to wreak havoc. The chaos of night fighting, false attacks and barrages up and 

down the enemy front line, disrupted communications, and the inherent confusion of 

ascertaining where the exact attack was being launched, left the defenders momentarily 

vulnerable. Yet trench raiding was not without its costs and the intricate plans could 

degenerate into mad, vicious battles with high casualties to both sides. Casualties 

success of the Canadians in winning control of no-man's-land, earned them

the trenches as "fire-eaters”. 

Ultimately a large scale attack was planned using some 1700 Canadians including 

the Black Watch & employing gas. It was during this attack that Herbert was thought to have 

been killed. At last the wait ended when the British gas specialists indicated there was proper 

wind strength on the last night of February 1917. At 3 a.m. on 1 March, the Special 

Companies' Gas Sergeants, wearing red, white and green brassards to indicate to the 

Canadian infantry who they were, released 1,038 cylinders of White Star (chlorine and 

phosgene) gas into a stiff breeze of 9 miles per hour, which carried it quickly over to the 

German lines. Unfortunately for the Canadians, the German defenders had only recently 

been issued new orders to combat gas cloud releases: "As soon as the alarm is given shoot 

up red and green flares. Our artillery will fire into the gas cloud and on the hostile trenches. 

True to orders, the German counter-barrage fell on the Canadian lines and immediately 

anisters holding phosgene for the second wave release, gassing groups of 

Canadians and gas specialists.”  

  

He earned the1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.

After losing 24,000 casualties in the grisly fighting on the Somme, the Canadian 

1917 to rebuilding 

its shattered battalions and integrating new troops into the formations. Despite their losses, 

and during this period of recuperation, the Canadians continued to harass the German lines 

by trench raids. Long had the Canadians been regarded by the British as elite soldiers and 

d led Sir Douglas Haig, 

chief of the British Expeditionary Force, to congratulate the colonials for 

their skill and elan.11 The Canadians transformed trench raiding to a deadly art, which wore 

kept taut and nervous whenever opposite 

the "wild colonials."12 The raids were conducted in the dead of night and centred on the 

principle of destroy and retreat. They were not meant for holding ground in the enemy 

of night fighting, false attacks and barrages up and 

down the enemy front line, disrupted communications, and the inherent confusion of 

ascertaining where the exact attack was being launched, left the defenders momentarily 

s not without its costs and the intricate plans could 

degenerate into mad, vicious battles with high casualties to both sides. Casualties aside, the 

earned them as recognition in 

Ultimately a large scale attack was planned using some 1700 Canadians including 

the Black Watch & employing gas. It was during this attack that Herbert was thought to have 

gas specialists indicated there was proper 

wind strength on the last night of February 1917. At 3 a.m. on 1 March, the Special 

Companies' Gas Sergeants, wearing red, white and green brassards to indicate to the 

038 cylinders of White Star (chlorine and 

phosgene) gas into a stiff breeze of 9 miles per hour, which carried it quickly over to the 

German lines. Unfortunately for the Canadians, the German defenders had only recently 

cloud releases: "As soon as the alarm is given shoot 

up red and green flares. Our artillery will fire into the gas cloud and on the hostile trenches. 

barrage fell on the Canadian lines and immediately 

anisters holding phosgene for the second wave release, gassing groups of 

1919 Victory Medal. 



 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: B. 1. GIVENCHY

EN-GOHELLE CANADIAN CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ

COWLES Robert James Nationality: Canadian. He served as a Gunner Canadian Field 

Artillery: 8th Brigade. He was aged 24 Date of Death: 01/10/1917 Service No: 348879 

He was the son of Frederick Evelyn and Mary Walklate 

He was 5 foot 8 1/2 inches had blue eyes and light brown hair when he enlisted 6th March 

1916. He was Church of England. His address is given as 164 Mansfield Street, Montreal, 

Quebec. He was born in London. He gives his next of

time at Tye Common, Billericay, Essex. He had served at McGill Cadet Officer Training 

Corps for 4 months prior to joining. He was single and worked as a Bank Clerk. His parents 

had moved to Tollesbury not long before 

In September 1917 a new strategy known as 'bite and hold' was adopted for the 

actions of September and October, after the awful weather in August had contributed to the 

failures of earlier large-scale attacks. The idea was to make small gain

against counter-attack. Sir Herbert Plumer replaced Hubert Gough in command of the 

offensive. 1,295 guns were concentrated in the area, approximately one for every five yards 

of attack front. On September 20 at the battle of Menin Roa

the Allies attacked and managed to hold their objective of about 1,500 yards gained, despite 

heavy counter-attacks, suffering twenty

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: B. 1. GIVENCHY

GOHELLE CANADIAN CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ 

 

Nationality: Canadian. He served as a Gunner Canadian Field 

Artillery: 8th Brigade. He was aged 24 Date of Death: 01/10/1917 Service No: 348879 

He was the son of Frederick Evelyn and Mary Walklate Cowles, of London, England. 

He was 5 foot 8 1/2 inches had blue eyes and light brown hair when he enlisted 6th March 

1916. He was Church of England. His address is given as 164 Mansfield Street, Montreal, 

Quebec. He was born in London. He gives his next of kin as his mother Mary living at that 

time at Tye Common, Billericay, Essex. He had served at McGill Cadet Officer Training 

Corps for 4 months prior to joining. He was single and worked as a Bank Clerk. His parents 

had moved to Tollesbury not long before he was killed. 

new strategy known as 'bite and hold' was adopted for the 

actions of September and October, after the awful weather in August had contributed to the 

scale attacks. The idea was to make small gains which could be held 

attack. Sir Herbert Plumer replaced Hubert Gough in command of the 

offensive. 1,295 guns were concentrated in the area, approximately one for every five yards 

of attack front. On September 20 at the battle of Menin Road, after a massive bombardment, 

the Allies attacked and managed to hold their objective of about 1,500 yards gained, despite 

attacks, suffering twenty-one thousand casualties. 

 

1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: B. 1. GIVENCHY-

Nationality: Canadian. He served as a Gunner Canadian Field 

Artillery: 8th Brigade. He was aged 24 Date of Death: 01/10/1917 Service No: 348879  

Cowles, of London, England. 

He was 5 foot 8 1/2 inches had blue eyes and light brown hair when he enlisted 6th March 

1916. He was Church of England. His address is given as 164 Mansfield Street, Montreal, 

kin as his mother Mary living at that 

time at Tye Common, Billericay, Essex. He had served at McGill Cadet Officer Training 

Corps for 4 months prior to joining. He was single and worked as a Bank Clerk. His parents 

new strategy known as 'bite and hold' was adopted for the 

actions of September and October, after the awful weather in August had contributed to the 

s which could be held 

attack. Sir Herbert Plumer replaced Hubert Gough in command of the 

offensive. 1,295 guns were concentrated in the area, approximately one for every five yards 

d, after a massive bombardment, 

the Allies attacked and managed to hold their objective of about 1,500 yards gained, despite 



 

 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. F. 17. 

Cemetery: AUBIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION

TAYLOR Albert C. Nationality: Canadian. He served as a private in the Canadian Infantry 

(Alberta Regiment) : 49th Battalion. He for

was killed on the 30/10/1917 His service number was 252781 

Albert was the son of Harry John Taylor, of 6, Counci

He had been born in Tolleshunt D'Arcy 18th September 1886. He had 

after serving 3 years in the Royal Army Medical Corps He enlisted in the Alberta Regiment 

11th April 1916.   

THE 49TH GOES TO WAR  

Lestock, Saskatchewan a coyote puppy was handed in to be the unit’s mascot, and was named 

after the town. After a brief stop in Ottawa to parade on Parliament Hill, the unit reached 

Montreal and embarked on a Canadian Pacific ship Metagama for the sea voyage to Britain. 

There the unit trained further until the word came to depart for France. The battalion’s 
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He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: III. F. 17. 

Cemetery: AUBIGNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

 

. Nationality: Canadian. He served as a private in the Canadian Infantry 

(Alberta Regiment) : 49th Battalion. He formerly served in the RAMC  He was aged 30. He 

was killed on the 30/10/1917 His service number was 252781  

Albert was the son of Harry John Taylor, of 6, Council Cottages, Tolleshunt, D'Arcy. 

He had been born in Tolleshunt D'Arcy 18th September 1886. He had emigrated to Canada 

after serving 3 years in the Royal Army Medical Corps He enlisted in the Alberta Regiment 

 

  On 29 May 1915, the 49th left Edmonton by train. At 

Lestock, Saskatchewan a coyote puppy was handed in to be the unit’s mascot, and was named 

after the town. After a brief stop in Ottawa to parade on Parliament Hill, the unit reached 

on a Canadian Pacific ship Metagama for the sea voyage to Britain. 

There the unit trained further until the word came to depart for France. The battalion’s 
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on a Canadian Pacific ship Metagama for the sea voyage to Britain. 
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Colours were deposited in Canterbury Cathedral for the duration of the war (they are now 

displayed in the Regimental Museum). Lestock was deposited in London’s Regent Park Zoo, 

where he lived on to happy old coyotehood. 

THE 49TH I� THE TRE�CHES  The 49th landed in France early in October 1915, and 

soon moved to the front. The next three years passed in the grinding conflict of “the war to 

end wars”. Early in 1916 the unit adopted a new cap badge to replace the maple leaf with 

unit number design generic to Canadian Expeditionary Force units. The design submitted by 

Private George Brown contained four blades of a windmill to symbolize the Flanders terrain 

in which the 49th was located, with a wolf’s head for Lestock (a coyote not then being an 

acceptable animal for heraldic designs) at the centre, flanking maple leaves, and underneath 

the numerals “49" from the battalion’s official name. Underneath was a scroll with the 

words “Edmonton Regiment”, as by then the military authorities had started to include a 

unit’s locality in its title. Before heading into combat some members of the 49th proposed the 

unit adopt Fears Eo Foe as its motto. Boer War combat veteran Griesbach commented they 

had best wait until they had met the foe in battle before making such a statement. The unit did 

begin using the motto, but it was not officially adopted until many years later. In 1916 during 

the Battle of the Somme Private John Chipman “Chip” Kerr won the Victoria Cross with a 

single-handed attack on an enemy trench. In February 1917 “Billy” Griesbach was 

promoted to command a Brigade and left the unit. In March 1917 the unit was part of the 

famous capture of Vimy Ridge by the Canadian army. Later in 1917 Private Cecil John 

“Hoodoo” Kinross won the unit’s second Victoria Cross during the Battle of Passchendaele, 

knocking out an enemy machine gun. After the armistice brought the war to an end on 11 

Eovember 1918, the 49th returned to Edmonton on 22 March 1919, marched from the 

railway station to the armoury, and dispersed. The unit was formally disbanded on 11 

September 1920. 

Passchendaele: 3rd Battle of Ypres :- 

"An older city in Belgium, Ypres was not yet captured by Germans. Held by the 

British, it was a rounded bulge of land in Flanders Plain. A treacherous place for Allied 

soldiers, it was surrounded on three sides by the enemy. It was an important position to hold 

at all costs. The enemy had the advantage of ridges bordering the area, giving them places to 

easily observe and attack with artillery fire, yet were themselves protected. 

Passchendaele Ridge was transformed into a fortress by the Germans. Pill-box 

stations, said EM Christie in his book, Slaughter in the Mud: The Canadians at 

Passchendaele 1917, “were square rooms of reinforced concrete with walls and roof about 

five feet thick with one door in the rear leading into a fire trench.” When attacked, the 

German soldiers ran out to man the fire trenches. The British needed to take the Ridge - it 

would be the only way to keep Ypres. The Battle for Passchendaele began on July 31, 1917. 

The Canadians made the first assault through a quagmire The Canadian Battalions 

had been successfully fighting the enemy in other theatres in Europe and were now assigned 

to take the Ridge. By their October 1917 arrival, the town and farmland of Ypres had been 



 

 

blasted to ruin. Rain poured down, but because the drainage systems had been destroyed 

during three years of bombing, there was nowhere for the water to go. The rich soil turned 

into a quagmire of mud, “a sea of oozing, yellow mud, at depths which slowed movement to a 

crawl and threatened to drown the soldiers who waded through the morass.” 

mud was so deep and thick that the men could hardly move through. Boards or man

tracks used to get across the muck made easy targets for German machine guns. Even more 

horrific, the corpses of soldiers and horses killed in battle were en

the ooze.  

Through steady shelling and poison gas attacks launched by the determined German 

army, the Canadians put their plans into action, getting equipment, supplies and ammunition 

in place before their offensive could begin. On

Dividing the attacks into two assaults, the 3rd Canadian Division was sent to gain the 

northern Bellevue Spur. The 4th Canadian Division was sent south of Ravebeek, an area held 

by the Australians, then onward to

gained between 400 and 1000 metres, with 598 dead, over 2,300 injured

Landmarks were gone in the second Passchendaele offensive On October 30, the 

offensive continued, with Canadian Divisions making ga

of previous shelling and mud, landmarks and map reference points were erased. The front 

line was difficult to locate and the Germans kept up a steady defence. At the end of the grisly 

barrage, 884 soldiers were killed a

Allies were now within 1000 metres of Passchendale

war.suite101.com/article.cfm/passchendaele_3rd_battle_of_ypres

fighting that Albert was killed. 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

blasted to ruin. Rain poured down, but because the drainage systems had been destroyed 

during three years of bombing, there was nowhere for the water to go. The rich soil turned 

into a quagmire of mud, “a sea of oozing, yellow mud, at depths which slowed movement to a 

crawl and threatened to drown the soldiers who waded through the morass.” 

mud was so deep and thick that the men could hardly move through. Boards or man

tracks used to get across the muck made easy targets for German machine guns. Even more 

horrific, the corpses of soldiers and horses killed in battle were encased and decomposing in 

Through steady shelling and poison gas attacks launched by the determined German 

army, the Canadians put their plans into action, getting equipment, supplies and ammunition 

in place before their offensive could begin. On October 26, 1917, the offensive commenced. 

Dividing the attacks into two assaults, the 3rd Canadian Division was sent to gain the 

northern Bellevue Spur. The 4th Canadian Division was sent south of Ravebeek, an area held 

by the Australians, then onward to Passchendaele Ridge. In the first day, the Canadians 

gained between 400 and 1000 metres, with 598 dead, over 2,300 injured. 

Landmarks were gone in the second Passchendaele offensive On October 30, the 

offensive continued, with Canadian Divisions making gains and taking heavy losses. Because 

of previous shelling and mud, landmarks and map reference points were erased. The front 

line was difficult to locate and the Germans kept up a steady defence. At the end of the grisly 

barrage, 884 soldiers were killed and 1,437 were injured for a gain of 300 to 900 metres. The 

Allies were now within 1000 metres of Passchendale."  reference http://canada

le.cfm/passchendaele_3rd_battle_of_ypres. It was during this days 

fighting that Albert was killed.  

  

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  
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He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

24 - 28 - 30. YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL The Menin Gate is one of four 

memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres 

Salient. Albert is also commemorated at TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY 

 

WALKER, Arthur Pelham Nationality: Canadian He served as a private in the Canadian 

Infantry with the British Columbia Regiment. (The Duke of Connaught's Own)  with the 29th 

Battalion. 6th Brigade 2nd Canadian Division He was aged 28 Date of Death: 14/02/1918 S 

His service number was 463947  

He was the son of the Rev. Charles Littlewood and Mrs. Walker, of Colchester. The 

Reverend Walker was the vicar at Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe between 1889 and 

1901. He died aged 46 in 1901. His wife predeceased him. He did much for the fabric of the 

Church and reorganized the School.  

Pelham was born 29th October 1890 and baptised 6th January 1891 by his father. He 

had an older brother Basil Edmund Charles Walker born 1st July 1889. Pelham had 

emigrated to Canada and was farming there. He lists his next of kin as an unmarried sister, 

Gladys. He was 5 foot 3 1/2 inches tall. He joined 18th August 1915, having previously had 

some Militia training with the Corps of Guides. 

The 29th Battalion was part of the 6h Canadian Brigade, of the 2nd Canadian 

Division. Orders for its formation were issued in October 1914. However, the Division did 

not start to assemble until May 1915 which was just before it embarked for Great Britain. The 

Division crossed to France in September 1915 and served in France and Flanders until the 

Armistice. The Division was involved in the following battles prior to his death and it is 

probable he was involved in most: - 

Actions of the St. Eloi Craters 27 Mar-16 Apr 1916.  

Battle of Mount Sorrel 2-13 Jun 1916.  

Battle of Flers – Courcelette 15-22 Sep 1916.  

Battle of Thiepval 26-28 Sep 1916.  

Battle of Le Transloy 1-18 Oct 1916.  

Battle of the Ancre Heights 1 Oct-11 Nov 1916.  

Battle of Vimy 9-14 Apr 1917.  

Attack on La Coulotte 23 Apr 1917.  



 

 

Battle of Arleux 28-29 Apr 1917. 

Third Battle of the Scarpe 3-4 May 1917. 

Battle of Hill 70 15-25 Aug 1917. 

Second Battle of Passchendaele

General Sir Arthur Currie, the commander of the Canadian Corps from April 1917 

until the end of the war said, "In no battle did the Corps ever fail to take its objective, nor did 

it lose an inch of ground, once that ground was consolidated; and in the 51 months that it 

had been in the field the Canadian Corps has never lost a single gun (i.e. no piece of artillery 

was captured) I think one cannot be accused of immodesty in claiming that the record is 

somewhat unique in the history of the world's campaigns". Truly remarkable, but with great 

cost - over 54,000 were killed, 126,000 were wounded and over 4,400 were neve

for. “  

He earned the 1914-15 Star, 1914

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. D. 2. 

Cemetery: SUCRERIE CEMETERY, ABLAIN

are at Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe
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29 Apr 1917.  

4 May 1917.  

25 Aug 1917.  

Second Battle of Passchendaele 26 Oct-10 Nov 1917. 

General Sir Arthur Currie, the commander of the Canadian Corps from April 1917 

until the end of the war said, "In no battle did the Corps ever fail to take its objective, nor did 

it lose an inch of ground, once that ground was consolidated; and in the 51 months that it 

had been in the field the Canadian Corps has never lost a single gun (i.e. no piece of artillery 

was captured) I think one cannot be accused of immodesty in claiming that the record is 

somewhat unique in the history of the world's campaigns". Truly remarkable, but with great 

over 54,000 were killed, 126,000 were wounded and over 4,400 were neve

  

15 Star, 1914- 1920 British War Medal, 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

 

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. D. 2. 

Cemetery: SUCRERIE CEMETERY, ABLAIN-ST. NAZAIRE.   Other Memorials

are at Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe 

General Sir Arthur Currie, the commander of the Canadian Corps from April 1917 

In no battle did the Corps ever fail to take its objective, nor did 

it lose an inch of ground, once that ground was consolidated; and in the 51 months that it 

had been in the field the Canadian Corps has never lost a single gun (i.e. no piece of artillery 

was captured) I think one cannot be accused of immodesty in claiming that the record is 

somewhat unique in the history of the world's campaigns". Truly remarkable, but with great 

over 54,000 were killed, 126,000 were wounded and over 4,400 were never accounted 

1919 Victory Medal.  

  

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. D. 2. 
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  I�GATE Claude Aquila was the 4th child of Walter Rose Ingate & his 

wife Grace. In all the family comprised 7 boys :- Walter, Joseph, Claude, Frederick, Hector, 

Albert & William plus  5 girls :- Olive, Ellen Edith, Grace, Ellen Sarah & Doris. Claude was 

born 17th January 1891 His .height was 5 foot 6 1/2 inches, complexion fair, eyes grey. His  

date of birth 14/1/1891 enrolled 14/10/1911 

Claude had joined the Royal Naval Reserve pre-war.  His record shows: - 

 CLAUDE AQUILA INGATE Service Number 3734, enrolled 14/10/1911 

 His RNR service record shows he served on yachts & fishing vessels in his civilian 

life. He did RNR training between 16/10/1911 and 30/1/1912 at the depot at Chatham. 

Between 29/10/1913 to 25/11/1913 he also spent 28 days on HMS Implacable. Pre-war he 

was on the Southampton based yacht Nana 6/4/1912. He then sailed on the Baharistan to the 

Persian Gulf 19/9/1912 & was discharged back in Colchester 28/1/1913. Later he sailed on 

the yacht Foxglove on 1/6/1913 followed by the Gascon on the 23/12/1913 sailing to ports at 

the Cape on the 15/4/1914.  

 He was called out by proclamation 3/8/1914 and reported to Colchester from there he 

was sent to HMS Otranto at Chatham on the 5/8/1914. "One week after Great Britain 

declared war on Germany in August 1914 the Otranto was requisitioned by the Admiralty for 

conversion to an Auxiliary Cruiser, having four 4.6 inch guns fitted. She was sent to the 

South Atlantic to join Rear Admiral Sir Christopher Cradock's  West Indies squadron. This 

squadron was subsequently diverted to the South-East Pacific to intercept the German Far 

East squadron under Vice Admiral von Spee, which was attempting to make for Germany 

after the loss of its base in Tsingtao, China, to a joint Japanese-British force. It was the 

Otranto which spotted the German squadron on 1 Eovember 1914 off the Chilean coast. The 

subsequent battle, known as the Battle of Coronel, was a victory for the German squadron, 

with the loss of the British ships HMS Good Hope and HMS Monmouth & with very heavy 

loss of life. However, the Otranto managed to escape along with the light cruiser HMS 

Glasgow.    Following the battle HMS Otranto was ordered to the Falkland Islands to act as 

a guard ship, but returned to the UK in January 1915 after her ex-Merchant Eavy crew 

threatened to mutiny. By May 1915, HMS Otranto was in the Pacific patrolling the West 

Coast of America. She carried out several refits during her time in the Pacific: firstly in 

Sydney, Australia during February 1916, then  in Esquimault, British Columbia, Canada in 

October 1916" 

 Claude had renewed his engagement with the RNR 14/4/1915. However, he felt out 

of the war & wanted a more active role in avenging his brothers; Walter & Joseph, who had 
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been killed along with several friends up to that time.  Another factor was probably the belief 

that the Germans had deliberately failed to pick up survivors from HMS Good Hope & 

Monmouth at the Battle of Coronel. He therefore went "Absent without Leave" (AWOL) 

while his ship was in dock & joined the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force on the same 

day he jumped ship, the 18th November 1916. He signed on in Victoria as a private in the 

143rd Battalion, which was the British Columbian Bantams.  He served under the alias 

Claude Aquila "SPOONER". Spooner was his mother's maiden name. As the war progressed 

and casualties began to mount it became necessary to replace losses in the field with fresh 

troops. New Battalions were now being trained in Canada and sent to England as fast as 

possible. Based in Victoria, British Columbia, the 143rd Battalion sailed to England in 

February 1917.  Upon arrival in England, most of the new Battalions were absorbed into 

reserve Battalions; he served with the 1st Reserve Battalion in March, 1917. . He was badly 

injured at possibly Vimy Ridge, 9 to 12 April 1917 a short time after arrival in France..    

Meanwhile his Commanding Officer on HMS Otranto recorded "RUN" on his service record 

on the 18/11/1916. This signifies that he was listed as a deserter. 

His RNR Record , shows that as soon as the fighting had ended Claude took steps to 

resolve the matter of his desertion from the RNR & obtain a  pardon :-          " 30/11/1918 

(63903) {NL 53278} Ingate serving in 1st Canadian Reserve Battalion, who is to be claimed 

for Naval Service 4/12/1918. On the 9/12/1918 a statement of his service was sent.  This was 

followed on 23/12/1918 by a request for the "King’s Pardon" for desertion from RNR - 

written from HQ of Canadian Reserve Battalion Seaford. A "Protection Certificate" was 

issued 24/2/1919, presumably to protect Claude from summary arrest. There is a statement of 

6/3/1919 to Secretary Overseas Military Forces of Canada stating: - "that it is not desired to 

claim Ingate for further service under his Naval engagement. Enclosures returned together 

with Protection Certificate - Minute Colchester notifying removal from strength (8/4/1919). "    

On the 24/10/1919 There is a further statement:- "Who recovered from desertion and since 

discharged."  

His mother, Grace, had 4 sons "Killed in Action" ; - Walter on HMS Hogue in 1914, 

Joseph with the 8th Battalion South Staffordshire Regiment  in 11 February 1916 & Frederick 

20 November 1917 at the battle of Cambrai with the 11th Battalion Essex Regiment  and 

Hector on HMS Rawalpindi in 23rd November 1939.  A 5th son, William, who had served as 

a Petty  Officer  with the East coast convoys,   was invalided out of the Royal Navy with ill 

health  on the 31st October 1942.   Initially Grace thought Claude had been killed as well, 

until she received a letter from him in the 1920s. His father, Walter Rose Ingate was killed 

while fishing, when the boom carried him overboard on the 11th November 1921. 

 Below is a copy Claude's RNR Record showing notes on his "Desertion" 
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Footnote: -"It is interesting that had he continued to serve on HMS Otranto he could have 

been one of those lost on 6 Oct. 1918, when during a heavy storm while carrying troops from 

America to Glasgow and Liverpool, HMS Otranto collided with the P&O liner H.M.S. 

Kashmir also carrying American troops, in Machir Bay off the North coast of Islay, Scotland. 

She drifted ashore and became a total wreck. The loss of life was heavy - 431 drowned, 

including 351 American soldiers - though there were 367 survivors in all saved by the 

destroyer H.M.S. Mounsey. The dead were buried with military honours in a cemetery in 

Kilchoman on Islay". 

 



 

 

Post war Claude settled in Toronto with a wife & daughter & where he died in 1943.    

He never saw his family in England again. However, his Naval record shows he forfeited his 

entitlement to the 1914-1915  Star, British War Medal 1914

1919; plus his entitlement to prize by desertion (5/5/1921). He was employed i

Dominion Works Department & was a member of the Painter's Local Union 557. A rep

the Toronto Daily Star  for Saturday 3rd July 1943. Describes how he died from drinking line 

flushings in a glass of beer, which was mainly caustic soda.

 Note:- Canadian Service Records 

100.01-e.php 
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Post war Claude settled in Toronto with a wife & daughter & where he died in 1943.    

never saw his family in England again. However, his Naval record shows he forfeited his 

1915  Star, British War Medal 1914-1920 & the Victory Medal 1914

1919; plus his entitlement to prize by desertion (5/5/1921). He was employed i

Dominion Works Department & was a member of the Painter's Local Union 557. A rep

for Saturday 3rd July 1943. Describes how he died from drinking line 

flushings in a glass of beer, which was mainly caustic soda. 
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CEYLO� 

CHESHIRE, William Robert.

Battalion having formerly been with the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps Date of Death: 1 July 

1916. Age 27.  He was the son of William and Emma Jane Cheshire, of 1, Meyrick Crescent, 

Colchester. His Medal card shows he originally served in the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps 

with service number 1748, as a Private before transferring to the Essex Regiment as a 

Temporary Second Lieutenant. The 1901 Census showing him born & still living in 

Colchester. However by the 1911 census he has left the UK.

In the First World War the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps sent a force of 8 officers and 

229 other ranks commanded by Major J. Hall Brown. The unit sailed for Egypt on October 

1914, and was deployed in defence of the Suez Can

Australia Eew Zealand Army Corps (AEZAC) and was in 1915 dispatched to Anzac Cove 

(‘Z’ Beach) on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps performed 

operational duties as guards to AEZAC headquarte

Commanding AEZAC. 

1 July 1916  The 1st battalion of the Essex Regiment moves up with the intention of being 

in the second wave of units making the great attack towards Beaumont Hamel.

3.30am: Took up position in St 

Trench, then Z, Y and X. X Company's left being on Uxbridge Road. Men much fatigued by 

long time (9pm 30th to 3.30am 1st) it had taken to get into position and heavy equipment 

carried. 

A huge mine is detonated at Hawthorn Ridge on 1st July 1916

6.0am: Intense artillery bombardment commenced.

7.20am: Mine exploded under Hawthorn Redoubt

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

William Robert. He served as a Second Lieutenant Essex Regiment 1st 

Battalion having formerly been with the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps Date of Death: 1 July 

1916. Age 27.  He was the son of William and Emma Jane Cheshire, of 1, Meyrick Crescent, 

rd shows he originally served in the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps 

with service number 1748, as a Private before transferring to the Essex Regiment as a 

Temporary Second Lieutenant. The 1901 Census showing him born & still living in 

e 1911 census he has left the UK. 

In the First World War the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps sent a force of 8 officers and 

229 other ranks commanded by Major J. Hall Brown. The unit sailed for Egypt on October 

1914, and was deployed in defence of the Suez Canal. The unit was officially attached to the 

Australia Eew Zealand Army Corps (AEZAC) and was in 1915 dispatched to Anzac Cove 

(‘Z’ Beach) on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps performed 

operational duties as guards to AEZAC headquarter staff, including the General Officer 

The 1st battalion of the Essex Regiment moves up with the intention of being 

in the second wave of units making the great attack towards Beaumont Hamel.

3.30am: Took up position in St John's Road as follows: W Company's right on French 

Trench, then Z, Y and X. X Company's left being on Uxbridge Road. Men much fatigued by 

long time (9pm 30th to 3.30am 1st) it had taken to get into position and heavy equipment 

 

tonated at Hawthorn Ridge on 1st July 1916 (c) IWM Q 754

6.0am: Intense artillery bombardment commenced. 

7.20am: Mine exploded under Hawthorn Redoubt 

He served as a Second Lieutenant Essex Regiment 1st 

Battalion having formerly been with the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps Date of Death: 1 July 

1916. Age 27.  He was the son of William and Emma Jane Cheshire, of 1, Meyrick Crescent, 

rd shows he originally served in the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps 

with service number 1748, as a Private before transferring to the Essex Regiment as a 

Temporary Second Lieutenant. The 1901 Census showing him born & still living in 

In the First World War the Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps sent a force of 8 officers and 
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Australia Eew Zealand Army Corps (AEZAC) and was in 1915 dispatched to Anzac Cove 

(‘Z’ Beach) on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The Ceylon Planters Rifle Corps performed 

r staff, including the General Officer 

The 1st battalion of the Essex Regiment moves up with the intention of being 

in the second wave of units making the great attack towards Beaumont Hamel. 

John's Road as follows: W Company's right on French 

Trench, then Z, Y and X. X Company's left being on Uxbridge Road. Men much fatigued by 

long time (9pm 30th to 3.30am 1st) it had taken to get into position and heavy equipment 
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7.30am: 86th and 87th Brigades left our 1st Line trenches to assault their objective. Heavy 

artillery and machine gun fire and difficulty of getting through our own wire caused these 

Brigades very heavy losses. Very few men survived long enough to enable them to reach half 

way across "no man's land". 

8.40am: Orders received cancelling our previous objective and ordering Essex and 

Eewfoundlanders to advance and clear up German 1st Line trenches. Worcesters and 

Hampshires remain in reserve. Eewfoundlanders were ordered to advance to the attack from 

their positions in St John's Road. Essex, owing to ground between St John's Road and our 

front line being under heavy fire, were ordered to advance via communication trenches and 

take up positions in our front line from which to commence the assault. Essex and 

Eewfoundland Regiment to advance to the assault independently as soon as they were ready. 

8.45am: Orders issued to Companies to take up the following positions: Y Company with its 

right on a point 100 yards north of Mary Redan. X Company to prolong to the left. W and Z 

Companies being in support trenches. Eewfoundland on the left were seen to advance from St 

John's Road and immediately came under very heavy artillery and MG fire which practically 

wiped them out before they had gone many yards beyond our front line.10.50am: Y Company 

reported that they were in position in touch with W Company. Z Company had taken up a 

position between X and Y Companies owing to the congestion of the trenches due to being 

choked with wounded and badly damaged by shell fire it had taken Companies two hours to 

get into positions. Orders issued to Companies to attack. Companies came under heavy 

artillery and MG barrage immediately they appeared over the parapet, causing heavy losses. 

Report received from OC X Company that our wire on his front was uncut, that further 

advance was impossible and that he had suffered heavy casualties. Z Company in centre was 

able to make better progress, one platoon under 2/Lt Chawner getting about half way across 

"no man's land". W Company attempted to support, but were unable to make much progress 

11.10am: Lt Skitt, RFA attached, learned from his group that a bombardment of the1st 

German line was ordered from 11.10am to 12.30pm. Orders were immediately given to cease 

the attack and reorganise in St John's Road, but it was only possible to convey this message 

to Z Company. 

11.30am: Communication established with Brigade and orders received to renew the attack 

at 12.30pm. 

11.55am: Orders issued to Companies to reorganise for the renewal of the attack at 12.30pm 

12.20pm: Message received from Brigade, postponing the attack to 12.45pm. Brigade 

informed that owing to casualties and disorganisation, it was impossible to renew the attack 

until we had had time to reorganise. Subsequent orders received, cancelling the attack and 

ordering us to hold the line Mary Redan - Eew Trench - Regent Street, getting in touch with 

Worcesters on our left and the 36th (Ulster) Division on our right, and prepare to repel 

counter attack. Battalion occupying above position with one Company in support in St John's 

Road. 



 

 

3.30pm: Orders received that 7th Worcesters were to relieve us in the firing line. Companies 

on relief were to go into St John's Road.

10.30pm: Head of Worcesters arrived at Knightsbridge and Companies notified and ordered 

to move. 

11.40pm: Relief cancelled and Companies or

above is an excerpt from the War diary for the day William died.

He earned the 1914 - 1915 Star; 1914

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Grave 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE CEMETERY, MESNIL

 

USA 

GURTO�   Edward Frank  He served as a private in the  2nd Battalion. He was aged 30 He 

was killed in action on the 27/09/1918 His service number was 17009 .   He was born in 

Tollesbury  & living there as an agricultural worker in 1901 whilst aged only 13.  For 6 years  

he had resided in the USA where he was working as a valet. He enlisted in New York USA 

into the British Army.   He came home on draft leave  in the summer before embarking for 

France. He served in France & Flanders. The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in the Tow

of London. September 1914 the battalion was attached to 20th Brigade, 7th Division. 9 
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eived that 7th Worcesters were to relieve us in the firing line. Companies 

on relief were to go into St John's Road. 

10.30pm: Head of Worcesters arrived at Knightsbridge and Companies notified and ordered 

11.40pm: Relief cancelled and Companies ordered to resume their previous position."

above is an excerpt from the War diary for the day William died. 

   

tar; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1919 Victory Medal

 

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: G. 18. Cemetery: 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE CEMETERY, MESNIL-MARTINSART 

 

He served as a private in the  2nd Battalion. He was aged 30 He 

was killed in action on the 27/09/1918 His service number was 17009 .   He was born in 

Tollesbury  & living there as an agricultural worker in 1901 whilst aged only 13.  For 6 years  

resided in the USA where he was working as a valet. He enlisted in New York USA 

into the British Army.   He came home on draft leave  in the summer before embarking for 

France. He served in France & Flanders. The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in the Tow

of London. September 1914 the battalion was attached to 20th Brigade, 7th Division. 9 

eived that 7th Worcesters were to relieve us in the firing line. Companies 

10.30pm: Head of Worcesters arrived at Knightsbridge and Companies notified and ordered 

dered to resume their previous position." The 

1919 Victory Medal 

 

Reference: G. 18. Cemetery: 

He served as a private in the  2nd Battalion. He was aged 30 He 

was killed in action on the 27/09/1918 His service number was 17009 .   He was born in 

Tollesbury  & living there as an agricultural worker in 1901 whilst aged only 13.  For 6 years  

resided in the USA where he was working as a valet. He enlisted in New York USA 

into the British Army.   He came home on draft leave  in the summer before embarking for 

France. He served in France & Flanders. The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in the Tower 

of London. September 1914 the battalion was attached to 20th Brigade, 7th Division. 9 
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August 1915 the battalion was transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, Guards Division.  He was 

killed in action during the first day of the Battle of the Canal du Nord – 27th September - 1st 

October 1918 ."Sanders Keep" was a German fortification 2 kilometres South-West of the 

village, between the Hermies and Havrincourt roads. It was stormed by the  on the 27th 

September, 1918. "In the advance on September 27th, while tending a wounded comrade, he 

was shot in the head by a machine gun bullet and instantly killed." 

 

His mother Susan & with his father Samuel. Sadly a picture of Edward himself has 

not survived 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 3. Memorial: VIS-EN-

ARTOIS MEMORIAL His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's 

Tollesbury   

CHAPTER 6 

EVE�TS I�VOLVI�G CIVILIA�S 

CO�SCRIPTIO� 

Conscription was introduced in a series of steps as the need for men increased 

dramatically. Firstly there was the EATIOEAL REGISTRATIOE ACT – 15 JULY 1915 
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followed by the DERBY SCHEME – OCTOBER 1915 introduced by Lord DERBY. Things 

were put on a more rigid basis with the MILITARY SERVICE ACT – 27 JAEUARY 1916. This 

applied to males Aged 18 to 41, Eo choice of Service (RE got first pick), Married 

men were included 25 May 1916. Initially the Army took 43,000. A further 93,000 failed to 

turn up. On top of this 748,587 claimed exemption and 1,433,827 were considered to be in 

key jobs     

THE CIVILIA�S 

During the course of the war 4 civilians are known to have lost their lives. 

 

 

 PAGE Arthur Alfred LONDON FIRE BRIGADE:  Aged 23 when killed 

on January 30th 1918: Service Number 1087 

 The 1901 census shows him as a 6 year old born & living in Tollesbury.  His father is 

shown as Alfred F Page  aged 36  a Mariner, & his mother,  Emily M Page 38 . His siblings 

were   Ida L Page aged 2,   Lettie Page aged  4 known as Cissie,    Frances M Page aged  8,  

Ivy M Page  aged 10. There was another son, William born in 1902. Also, Emma Lewis aged 

75 is living with them as is Frederick R. Lewis. 

Arthur's grave in the churchyard at St Mary's states that he was killed doing his duty 

with the London Fire Brigade. The inscription on his grave reads:- 

"HOW WE MISS HIM! HOW SADLY 

NONE BUT ACHING HEARTS CAN TELL; 

WE HAVE LOST HIM, HEAVEN HAS FOUND HIM, 

GOD HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL." 
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REPORT ON HIS DEATH From - Superintendent The Divisional Officer, "E" District 

Southern Division. 30th January 1918. 

Loss of Life at a Fire  Collapse of Building 

I submit that at 3-44 a. m of this date a call was received by stranger to a private 

house alight at Albert Embankment, S.E., to which Motor Escape, Motor Pump and 10 men 

from Eo.94. Station Vauxhall and Motor Pump and 6 men from Eo.87. Station Kennington 

responded. 

At 3-55 a.m., a "home call" message was received, viz:- It is a building of three floors 

about 40 x 40 ft. used as Pepper Mills alight, one hydrant in use. Eo.3. Westminster Motor 

Pump and 6 men were ordered and I attended with Eo.80. Motor Car and 2 men. 

 

On my arrival I found the upper floors of a building of three floors about 45 x 30 ft. 

(used as cattle food manufacturers) well alight, and part of roof and upper floor had fallen 

in. The fire was practically extinguished by the use of two hydrants and 1 Motor Pump and 

the stop sent back accordingly. 

At 5-34 a.m., owing to a considerable amount of turning over to be done, a message 

was dispatched to the effect that appliances would be detained for a time and a few minutes 

later another message asking for a Sub-officer and four men to be sent on with a view to the 

appliances and myself returning home. 

At 5-45 a.m., I was on the ground floor and in consequence of hearing a cracking 

noise, cleared everyone out of the building. Owing to the ground mist and smoke, the front of 

the building was hardly discernible, a hydrant was still being used up the Escape, I went to 

the front of the building with the men with a view of making up and removing the Escape, 

when suddenly I heard Sub-officer Cornford call out "Look out Sir" and saw the building 

collapsing. I called out "drop everything and run", but was knocked down by the falling 

debris and part of the Escape, being subsequently extricated by our men from amongst the 

debris. On making enquiry, I found that a message to the effect that the building had 

collapsed and that several of our men were buried and ambulances were requires had been 

sent back. I gave instructions for the debris to be searched for the bodies of our men, and 

then saw the Divisional Officer South who, on hearing of the nature of my injuries ordered 

me home. I have since been examined by the District Medical Officer, and placed on the sick 

list, nature of illness "Injury to Legs". 

 (Signed) ........J. BARROWS                 reference:-The above extract is from the 

official records of the London Fire Brigade describes a fatal fire on Albert Embankment in 

1918 as a direct result of which 7 firemen died. With grateful thanks to London Fire Brigade 

Museum and Henriette Bertheux, Assistant Curator  

 

 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

WRIGHT, Alf.  He lived in Little Wigborough. He died 24/9/1916 

 

On Sunday 24th September, 1916 a Zeppelin came overhead between 0100 and 0200 

hours. This was L33 and must have been a frightening sight being over 600 foot long and 

weighing 50 tons. She carried some 60 bombs and had been on a raid over London, where 

she had been damaged by gunfire. The Zeppelin seems to have been hit on her petrol tanks 

Alfred Wright, a 45 year old seed salesman, who had been a passing motor cyclist, 

saw the Zeppelin crash and rushed off to tell the Military Authorities.  Unfortunately, he hit 

another vehicle in the black out. He died in hospital a few days later 

DRAKE James TOLLESBURY  SHIPWRIGHT 15/12/1918  

He served as a shipwright at Royal Naval Dockyard Rosyth. He succumbed to 

influenza on the 15th December 1918. 

MAJOR EXPLOSIO�S I� HARBOUR 

 HARRIS, Ben. ROWHEDGE  SHIPWRIGHT  

Ben was a shipwright working on the minelayer Princess Irene, which was being 

prepared to go to sea when she blew up at Sheerness with the loss of over 380 lives He was 

killed on the 27/05/1915 
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HMS PRINCESS IRENE Minelayer blew up in Chatham Harbour 

HMS Princess Irene. She had been a Canadian Pacific steamship taken over by the 

Admiralty 

At about 11.14 on the morning of 27th May 1915, Sheerness witnessed the 

destruction of the minelayer HMS Princess Irene which was on No.28 buoy about 3 miles 

WSW from the town centre. The ship had been built in Scotland in the previous year to the 

order of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company but was requisitioned and converted for 

Naval use before she could sail to the Pacific. The Princess Irene had a complement of 225 

officers and men, three of whom were ashore that morning as the mines were being primed 

on the ship's two mine decks. Also on board were a party of 80 or so Petty Officers from 

Chatham in addition to 76 Sheerness Dockyard workers who were completing tasks prior to 

the ship's planned departure to lay her mines on 29th May. Without warning, the ship was 

blown to pieces and her remains, and the remains of those on board, were scattered over a 

wide area of the surrounding river and countryside. One of the Chatham Dockyard workers, 

David Wills, amazingly survived the explosion but few bodies were found. Those that were 

located were buried in Woodlands Cemetery in Gillingham. A memorial to those lost in both 

this and the Bulwark disaster is situated opposite Sheerness Railway Station. Loss of life was 

heavy for as well as carrying only three men short of her full compliment of 225 officers and 

men, there was also an additional 160 or so men made up of Petty Officers, sailors and 

dockyard workers from Chatham and Sheerness. They had been aboard her to complete 

various tasks before she was due to lay the 500 mines she was carrying 48 hours later The 

cause of the disaster was thought to have been due to a faulty primer (pistol) although 

evidence at the Official Enquiry showed that the work of priming the lethal mines was being 

carried out a) in a hurry and b) by untrained personnel. 
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He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 15. 

CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

RUSHE�, Claude Eggleton. He served as a Leading Seaman in the  Royal Navy on H.M.S. 

"Highflyer." Aged 28 Date of Death: 06/12/1917. His service number was 234241 He was the 

son of Alfred and Emily Rushen, of 55, Kent Rd., Grays, Essex. Born 23 July 1889 Place of 

birth Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

HMS HIGHFLYER 

 

During the First World War she sank the German commerce raider Kaiser Wilhelm 

de Grosse, and in 1917 escorted the first transatlantic convoy from Canada. In the year 

before the start of the war, she had been serving as the training ship for Special Entry 

Cadets, but in August 1914 she was allocated to the 9th Cruise Squadron, under Admiral de 

Robeck, on the Finisterre station. She left Plymouth on 4 August, in the company of the 

admiral on HMS Vindictive. They then captured the line Tubantia, which was carrying 

German reservists and gold. Highflyer escorted her to Britain, before returning to her 

station. 



 

 

She was soon transferred south, to support Admiral Stoddart’s 5th Cruiser Squadron 

on the Cape Verde station in the hunt for the German commerce raider Kaiser Wilhelm de 

Grosse. She had been sighted at Rio de Oro, a Spanish anchorage on the Sa

Highflyer was sent to find her, and on 26 August found the German ship taking on coal from 

three colliers. Captain Buller demanded her surrender. The captain of the Kaiser Wilhelm de 

Grosse claimed the protection of neutral waters, but as 

neutrality himself by taking on coal and supplies for more than a week, his claim was denied. 

Fighting broke out at 3.10pm, and lasted until 4.45pm, when the crew of the Kaiser Wilhelm 

de Grosse abandoned ship and escaped to 

On 15 October the Highflyer briefly became the flagship of the Cape Verde station, 

when Admiral Stoddard was ordered to Pernambuco. Later in the same month she was 

ordered to accompany the transport ships carrying the Cape garrison back to Brita

Towards the end of the month she was ordered to search the Atlantic coast of Eorth Africa 

for the cruiser Karlsruhe. 

After the battle of Coronel the Highflyer came back under the control of Admiral de 

Robeck, as part of a squadron formed to guard West 

squadron, containing HMSs Warrior, Black Prince, Donegal and Highflyer was in place off 

Sierra Leone from 12 Eovember, but was soon dispersed after the battle of the Falklands. 

The Highflyer then took part in the searc

coming close to catching her in January 1915. She remained on the West Africa station until 

1917, making up part of the Cape Verde division.

In 1917 she was transferred to the West Indies and Eorth America Squa

was the period of unrestrained submarine warfare, and it was eventually decided to operate a 

convoy system in the Eorth Atlantic. On 10 July 1917

convoy HS 1, the first convoy to sail from Canada to Britain. 

http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_HMS_Highflyer.html

The Halifax Explosion occurred on Thursday, December 6, 1917, when the city of 

Halifax, Eova Scotia, Canada, was devastated by the huge detonation of a French cargo 
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She was soon transferred south, to support Admiral Stoddart’s 5th Cruiser Squadron 

on the Cape Verde station in the hunt for the German commerce raider Kaiser Wilhelm de 

Grosse. She had been sighted at Rio de Oro, a Spanish anchorage on the Sa

Highflyer was sent to find her, and on 26 August found the German ship taking on coal from 

three colliers. Captain Buller demanded her surrender. The captain of the Kaiser Wilhelm de 

Grosse claimed the protection of neutral waters, but as he was blatantly breaking that 

neutrality himself by taking on coal and supplies for more than a week, his claim was denied. 

Fighting broke out at 3.10pm, and lasted until 4.45pm, when the crew of the Kaiser Wilhelm 

de Grosse abandoned ship and escaped to the shore. 

On 15 October the Highflyer briefly became the flagship of the Cape Verde station, 

when Admiral Stoddard was ordered to Pernambuco. Later in the same month she was 

ordered to accompany the transport ships carrying the Cape garrison back to Brita

Towards the end of the month she was ordered to search the Atlantic coast of Eorth Africa 

After the battle of Coronel the Highflyer came back under the control of Admiral de 

Robeck, as part of a squadron formed to guard West Africa against Admiral von Spee. This 

squadron, containing HMSs Warrior, Black Prince, Donegal and Highflyer was in place off 

Sierra Leone from 12 Eovember, but was soon dispersed after the battle of the Falklands. 

The Highflyer then took part in the search for the commerce raider Kronprinz Wilhhelm, 

coming close to catching her in January 1915. She remained on the West Africa station until 

1917, making up part of the Cape Verde division. 

In 1917 she was transferred to the West Indies and Eorth America Squa

was the period of unrestrained submarine warfare, and it was eventually decided to operate a 

convoy system in the Eorth Atlantic. On 10 July 1917, HMS Highflyer provided the escort for 

convoy HS 1, the first convoy to sail from Canada to Britain. Reference 

http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_HMS_Highflyer.html. 

plosion occurred on Thursday, December 6, 1917, when the city of 

Halifax, Eova Scotia, Canada, was devastated by the huge detonation of a French cargo 

She was soon transferred south, to support Admiral Stoddart’s 5th Cruiser Squadron 

on the Cape Verde station in the hunt for the German commerce raider Kaiser Wilhelm de 

Grosse. She had been sighted at Rio de Oro, a Spanish anchorage on the Saharan coast. The 

Highflyer was sent to find her, and on 26 August found the German ship taking on coal from 

three colliers. Captain Buller demanded her surrender. The captain of the Kaiser Wilhelm de 

he was blatantly breaking that 

neutrality himself by taking on coal and supplies for more than a week, his claim was denied. 

Fighting broke out at 3.10pm, and lasted until 4.45pm, when the crew of the Kaiser Wilhelm 

On 15 October the Highflyer briefly became the flagship of the Cape Verde station, 

when Admiral Stoddard was ordered to Pernambuco. Later in the same month she was 

ordered to accompany the transport ships carrying the Cape garrison back to Britain. 

Towards the end of the month she was ordered to search the Atlantic coast of Eorth Africa 

After the battle of Coronel the Highflyer came back under the control of Admiral de 

Africa against Admiral von Spee. This 

squadron, containing HMSs Warrior, Black Prince, Donegal and Highflyer was in place off 

Sierra Leone from 12 Eovember, but was soon dispersed after the battle of the Falklands. 

h for the commerce raider Kronprinz Wilhhelm, 

coming close to catching her in January 1915. She remained on the West Africa station until 

In 1917 she was transferred to the West Indies and Eorth America Squadron. This 

was the period of unrestrained submarine warfare, and it was eventually decided to operate a 

provided the escort for 

 

plosion occurred on Thursday, December 6, 1917, when the city of 

Halifax, Eova Scotia, Canada, was devastated by the huge detonation of a French cargo 
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ship, fully loaded with wartime explosives, that had accidentally collided with a ship set for 

Belgium in "The Earrows" section of the Halifax Harbour. Approximately 2,000 people 

(mostly Canadians) were killed by debris, fires, or collapsed buildings, and it is estimated 

that over 9,000 people were injured This is still one of the world's largest man-made, 

conventional explosions to date. The explosion picture is on the left & the IMO on the right 

  At 8:40 in the morning, Mont-Blanc, a French cargo ship which was chartered by 

the French government to carry munitions, collided with the unloaded Eorwegian ship Imo 

(pronounced E-mo), chartered by the Commission for Relief in Belgium to carry relief 

supplies. Mont-Blanc caught fire ten minutes after the collision and exploded about twenty-

five minutes later (at 9:04:35 AM).[2] All buildings and structures covering nearly two 

square kilometres along the adjacent shore of the exploded ship were obliterated, including 

those in the neighbouring communities of Richmond and Dartmouth.[1] The explosion 

caused a tsunami in the harbour, and a pressure wave of air that snapped trees, bent iron 

rails, demolished buildings, grounded vessels, and carried fragments of the Mont-Blanc for 

kilometres. 

At 9:04:35 AM, the cargo of Mont-Blanc exploded with more force than any man-

made explosion before it, equivalent to roughly 3 kilotons of TET. (Compare to atomic bomb 

Little Boy dropped in Hiroshima, which had an estimated power of 13 kilotons TET 

equivalent.) The ship was instantly destroyed in the giant fireball that rose over 1.6 

kilometres (1 mi) into the air, forming a large mushroom cloud. Shards of hot metal rained 

down across Halifax and Dartmouth. The force of the blast triggered a tidal wave, which 

rose up as high as 18 metres above the harbour's high-water mark on the Halifax side, 

caused by the rapid displacement of harbour water in the vicinity of the blast, followed by 

water rushing back in towards the shore. The effects were likely compounded by the narrow 

section of the harbour. There was little information documented on this event as witnesses 

were generally stunned and injured as the wave washed ashore, though the wave contributed 

to the death toll, dragging many victims on the harbour front into the waters. Imo was lifted 

up onto the Dartmouth shore by the tidal wave. Captain Haakon From and most of the crew 

that were on the bridge of the Imo and on its decks were killed by the tidal wave that hit the 

ship. A black rain of unconsumed carbon from the Mont-Blanc fell over the city for roughly 

10 minutes following the blast, coating survivors and structural debris in the black substance. 

 

View from the waterfront looking west from the ruins of the Sugar Refinery across the 

obliterated Richmond District several days after the explosion. The remains of Pier 6, ground 
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zero of the explosion, is on the extreme right. Since the explosion occurred in the winter, the 

blast caused stoves, lamps and furnaces to tip or spill, spreading fires throughout the 

devastation, particularly in Halifax's Eorth End, leaving entire streets on fire. Fuel reserves 

were high in preparation for the winter. Many people who had survived the blast were 

trapped in these fires. Problems were compounded as firemen from surrounding communities 

arrived and were unable to use their equipment, as hoses and hydrants were not standardized 

across communities or regions. Winds cooperated, and firemen, soldiers and other volunteers 

had most of the fires contained by evening. 

 

A view across the devastation of Halifax 

This was taken two days after the explosion, looking toward the Dartmouth side of the 

harbour. The Imo can be seen aground on the far side of the harbour. Some 1.32 km² (325 

acres) of Halifax was destroyed, essentially leaving a 1.6 kilometre (1 mi) radius around the 

blast site uninhabitable. Many people who had gathered around the ship either to help or 

watch were amongst those killed in the blast, or were subsequently hit by the resulting 

tsunami. Others who had been watching from the windows of their homes and businesses 

were either killed instantly or severely injured by the flying glass as their windows shattered 

inwards. 

Professor Howard Bronson of Dalhousie University later detailed that the disaster 

had damaged buildings and shattered windows as far away as Sackville and Windsor 

Junction, roughly 16 kilometres (10 mi) away. Buildings shook noticeably and items fell from 

shelves as far away as Truro and Eew Glasgow, 100 kilometres (62 mi) and 126 kilometres 

(78 mi) away respectively. The explosion was felt and heard in Charlottetown, Prince 

Edward Island, roughly 215 kilometres (135 mi) north, and as far away as Eorth Cape 

Breton, 360 kilometres (225 mi) east. 

Fragments of Mont-Blanc rained down all over the city. A portion of Mont-Blanc's 

anchor shaft, weighing 517 kilograms (1140 lb) was thrown 3.78 kilometres (2.35 mi) west of 

the blast on the far side of the Eorthwest Arm, which is now part of a monument at the corner 

of Spinnaker Dr. and Anchor Dr., while a gun barrel landed in Dartmouth, over 5.5 

kilometres (3.5 mi) east, near Albro Lake. A piece of wreckage was driven into the wall of St. 



 

 

Paul's Church, where it remains today. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halifax_Explosion

He earned the1914 -1915 Star, 1914

He is commemorated on 

PLYMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL

THE AIR FORCE R�AS, RFC, RAF

BO�D- MU�FORD, Reginald

Force. He was aged 19. Date of Death: 26/09/1918 

(formerly Bond), of Hillington Cottage, Goodwins Rd., King's Lynn, and the late Harry 

Bond. However, at the time he enlisted his mother lived at Parkfield, Rowhedge. He was 

single born 8th August 1899. He joined the Royal Fl

on the 8th August 1917 on his eighteenth birthday. On the 22nd February 1918 he was 

promoted to temporary 2nd Lieutenant, and was posted to 22 Training Squadron on the 15th. 

He left them on the 6th March 1918 for 19

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

hurch, where it remains today. Reference: - 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halifax_Explosion 

 

1915 Star, 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

He is commemorated on the: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 20.  

PLYMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

CHAPTER 7  

R�AS, RFC, RAF 

 

eginald Harry He served as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Air 

Date of Death: 26/09/1918 .He was the son of Louisa Maria Munford 

(formerly Bond), of Hillington Cottage, Goodwins Rd., King's Lynn, and the late Harry 

Bond. However, at the time he enlisted his mother lived at Parkfield, Rowhedge. He was 

single born 8th August 1899. He joined the Royal Flying Corps as an Air Mechanic 3rd class, 

on the 8th August 1917 on his eighteenth birthday. On the 22nd February 1918 he was 

promoted to temporary 2nd Lieutenant, and was posted to 22 Training Squadron on the 15th. 

He left them on the 6th March 1918 for 194 Squadron. 

1919 Victory Medal  

 

the: Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 20.  

in the Royal Air 

the son of Louisa Maria Munford 

(formerly Bond), of Hillington Cottage, Goodwins Rd., King's Lynn, and the late Harry 

Bond. However, at the time he enlisted his mother lived at Parkfield, Rowhedge. He was 

ying Corps as an Air Mechanic 3rd class, 

on the 8th August 1917 on his eighteenth birthday. On the 22nd February 1918 he was 

promoted to temporary 2nd Lieutenant, and was posted to 22 Training Squadron on the 15th. 



 

 

 On the 30th March he was graded Flying Officer & confirmed as 2nd Lieutenant on 

the 17th May. On the 13th July

Fighting School for duty.   He was killed when his B. E. 2e crashed with 

mid-air while engaged in a mock dogfight.

was headquarters to the United Kingdom garrison in Egypt. With Alexandria, it became the 

main hospital centre for Gallipoli in 1915 and later dealt w

operations in Egypt and Palestine

He earned the 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914 

His name is commemorated

H. Bond-Munford. Commonwealth War Dead 

CLARKE, Ernest George He served as a 

aged 27 Date of Death: 27/11/1918
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On the 30th March he was graded Flying Officer & confirmed as 2nd Lieutenant on 

13th July he was awarded his" Wings". 4th September he was posted to 

He was killed when his B. E. 2e crashed with another machine in 

air while engaged in a mock dogfight. At the outbreak of the First World War, Cairo 

was headquarters to the United Kingdom garrison in Egypt. With Alexandria, it became the 

main hospital centre for Gallipoli in 1915 and later dealt with the sick and wounded from 

operations in Egypt and Palestine.  

  

1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1919 Victory Medal 

 

His name is commemorated on Saint Lawrence's Memorial Plaque Fingringhoe as R. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Q. 253. CAIRO WAR 

MEMORIAL CEMETERY 

 

He served as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force

27 Date of Death: 27/11/1918 

On the 30th March he was graded Flying Officer & confirmed as 2nd Lieutenant on 

ings". 4th September he was posted to 

another machine in 

At the outbreak of the First World War, Cairo 

was headquarters to the United Kingdom garrison in Egypt. With Alexandria, it became the 

ith the sick and wounded from 

 

on Saint Lawrence's Memorial Plaque Fingringhoe as R. 

Grave Reference: Q. 253. CAIRO WAR 

Royal Air Force. He was 



 

 

 

He was the son of George and Anna Clarke, of High St., 

his injuries after a crash in Camel F9576 of 42TS at Wye on 27.11.1918. He was flying low 

when he hit a fence and overturned.

He earned the 1914

 His name is commemorated 

Chancel, near North boundary. 

COLTSO� DSC Charles He served as a 

Royal Navy. He was aged 22 Died of natural causes Date of Death: 

D S C. Son of the late Mrs. Ellis Reid (formerly Coltson), and stepson of the late Col. Ellis 

Ramsay Reid, C.B., D.S.O. , Accountant, Army Accounts Department, London and Chief 

Paymaster, Army Pay Department, of Blenheim, Colchester. His father had been originally 

the manager of the Bank of Africa at Maritzberg, South Africa. He was promoted Sub

Lieutenant from Acting Sub-Lieutenant 15 September 1916 {London Gazette 22nd 

September 1916}; then promoted Flight Lieutenant from Flight sub

December 1916 {London Gazette 6th February 1917}. He was confirmed as a Lieutenant 

18th March 1918{London Gazette 22nd March 1918}.
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Where he lived 

He was the son of George and Anna Clarke, of High St., Rowhedge. 2Lt E.G. Clarke died of 

his injuries after a crash in Camel F9576 of 42TS at Wye on 27.11.1918. He was flying low 

when he hit a fence and overturned. 

 

He earned the 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1919 Victory Medal

His name is commemorated Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: North o

Chancel, near North boundary. East Donyland (or Rowhedge) Saint Lawrence’s

 

He served as a Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force Seconded from 

Died of natural causes Date of Death: 25/11/1918: Awarded the

Son of the late Mrs. Ellis Reid (formerly Coltson), and stepson of the late Col. Ellis 

Ramsay Reid, C.B., D.S.O. , Accountant, Army Accounts Department, London and Chief 

ay Department, of Blenheim, Colchester. His father had been originally 

the manager of the Bank of Africa at Maritzberg, South Africa. He was promoted Sub

Lieutenant 15 September 1916 {London Gazette 22nd 

moted Flight Lieutenant from Flight sub-Lieutenant RNAS 31 

December 1916 {London Gazette 6th February 1917}. He was confirmed as a Lieutenant 

18th March 1918{London Gazette 22nd March 1918}. 

Rowhedge. 2Lt E.G. Clarke died of 

his injuries after a crash in Camel F9576 of 42TS at Wye on 27.11.1918. He was flying low 

1919 Victory Medal 

Reference: North of 

awrence’s Churchyard 

Royal Air Force Seconded from 

25/11/1918: Awarded the 

Son of the late Mrs. Ellis Reid (formerly Coltson), and stepson of the late Col. Ellis 

Ramsay Reid, C.B., D.S.O. , Accountant, Army Accounts Department, London and Chief 

ay Department, of Blenheim, Colchester. His father had been originally 

the manager of the Bank of Africa at Maritzberg, South Africa. He was promoted Sub-

Lieutenant 15 September 1916 {London Gazette 22nd 

Lieutenant RNAS 31 

December 1916 {London Gazette 6th February 1917}. He was confirmed as a Lieutenant 



 

 

He was an airship pilot in the Royal Naval Air Service. He receiv

Service Cross while serving in the Navy. During 1918 he transferred to the RAF becoming an 

Honorary Captain the 1st April 1918. He was admitted to the Military Hospital at Devonport 

on the 20 November 1918 & reported to have died from in

November by Air Group Plymouth, which was his unit.

His name is commemorated Co

Churchyard. Also commemorated Colchester Town Hall

 

KI�G William Hugh He served as a Lieutenant with

Essex Regiment, He was aged

He was the son of William Hedley King and Hannah Sophia King, of Ram

Berechurch Hall Rd. Colchester. He

brother John Hedley King was killed on 28th April 1918 serving with the 2nd Battalion 

Northamptonshire Regiment.  

The squadron spent most of the First World War as an observation squadron. During 

1916, the Squadron standardised on BE2s and then received RE8s in 1917 still in its 

observation role. The Squadron returned home in 1919 and disbanded at the end of the year.

"All Officers serving with the Royal Eaval Air Service and Royal Flying Corps on the 31

March, 1918, or in connection with those Services in certain Government Departments, in 

other than the under-mentioned capacities, are granted temporary commissions in the Royal 
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He was an airship pilot in the Royal Naval Air Service. He received a Distinguished 

Service Cross while serving in the Navy. During 1918 he transferred to the RAF becoming an 

Honorary Captain the 1st April 1918. He was admitted to the Military Hospital at Devonport 

on the 20 November 1918 & reported to have died from influenza & pneumonia on the 25th 

November by Air Group Plymouth, which was his unit. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Berechurch (Saint M

commemorated Colchester Town Hall 

 

He served as a Lieutenant with 7th Squadron, Royal Air Force.

d 24. He was killed whilst flying 11 April 1918.

on of William Hedley King and Hannah Sophia King, of Rampart Lodge, 

Colchester. He was born in Colchester. He was killed in action. His 

brother John Hedley King was killed on 28th April 1918 serving with the 2nd Battalion 

 

The squadron spent most of the First World War as an observation squadron. During 

the Squadron standardised on BE2s and then received RE8s in 1917 still in its 

observation role. The Squadron returned home in 1919 and disbanded at the end of the year.

All Officers serving with the Royal Eaval Air Service and Royal Flying Corps on the 31

March, 1918, or in connection with those Services in certain Government Departments, in 

mentioned capacities, are granted temporary commissions in the Royal 

ed a Distinguished 

Service Cross while serving in the Navy. During 1918 he transferred to the RAF becoming an 

Honorary Captain the 1st April 1918. He was admitted to the Military Hospital at Devonport 

fluenza & pneumonia on the 25th 

 

Michael) 

7th Squadron, Royal Air Force. and 

illed whilst flying 11 April 1918. 

part Lodge, 

was born in Colchester. He was killed in action. His 

brother John Hedley King was killed on 28th April 1918 serving with the 2nd Battalion 

The squadron spent most of the First World War as an observation squadron. During 

the Squadron standardised on BE2s and then received RE8s in 1917 still in its 

observation role. The Squadron returned home in 1919 and disbanded at the end of the year. 

All Officers serving with the Royal Eaval Air Service and Royal Flying Corps on the 31st 

March, 1918, or in connection with those Services in certain Government Departments, in 

mentioned capacities, are granted temporary commissions in the Royal 



 

 

Air Force, with effect from the 1st April, 1918, in ranks which will appear

Force List."  Reference: - The London Gazette, 2 April 1918

William earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

He is commemorated at Berechurch and his Grave is Ref. VI. B. 41.MENDINGHEM 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

LEWIS Archibald Claud He served as a 

He was aged 22. He died 6 November 1918. 

of George D. Lewis, of 6, Council Houses,

Royal Navy: - Lewis, Archibald Claud Official Number: F3446 Place of Birth: Tollesbury, 

Essex on the 11 May 1896 . In 1918 he was transferred to the newly formed RAF. No. 242 

Squadron was formed on 15th August 1918 from the numbers 408, 409 and 514 Seaplan

Flights at Newhaven Seaplane Base, and continued using the Short 184 

the nearby airfield at Telscombe Cliffs on anti

until the end of the First World War.
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Air Force, with effect from the 1st April, 1918, in ranks which will appear in the Royal Air 

The London Gazette, 2 April 1918  

  

William earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  

 

He is commemorated at Berechurch and his Grave is Ref. VI. B. 41.MENDINGHEM 

 

He served as a Corporal with 242nd Squadron, Royal Air Force. 

6 November 1918. His service number was 203446

of George D. Lewis, of 6, Council Houses, Mell Road Tollesbury. He originally joined the 

Lewis, Archibald Claud Official Number: F3446 Place of Birth: Tollesbury, 

Essex on the 11 May 1896 . In 1918 he was transferred to the newly formed RAF. No. 242 

Squadron was formed on 15th August 1918 from the numbers 408, 409 and 514 Seaplan

Flights at Newhaven Seaplane Base, and continued using the Short 184 planes 

the nearby airfield at Telscombe Cliffs on anti-submarine patrols over the English Channel 

until the end of the First World War.  

in the Royal Air 

 

He is commemorated at Berechurch and his Grave is Ref. VI. B. 41.MENDINGHEM 

, Royal Air Force. 

203446. He was the son 

riginally joined the 

Lewis, Archibald Claud Official Number: F3446 Place of Birth: Tollesbury, 

Essex on the 11 May 1896 . In 1918 he was transferred to the newly formed RAF. No. 242 

Squadron was formed on 15th August 1918 from the numbers 408, 409 and 514 Seaplane 

planes from there and 

submarine patrols over the English Channel 



 

 

He earned the 1914

on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

Churchyard and His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury

PAGE Alfred Richard He served as a 

Squadron possibly 249 or 257 

number was 203449. Alfred was born & residing in Tollesbury in 1901 aged 14. The census 

shows his father was Richard A. Page aged 39 & his mother Eliza aged 37. His siblings were 

Blanche aged 9, George aged 11 & Richard aged 7. He was shown as previously serving in 

the Royal Navy with service number F3449. 

On the 18 August 1918 the Royal Eaval Air Service 

Dundee were transferred to the Royal Air Force, where they were used for coastal patrol 

duties & flew anti-submarine patrols off the east coast of Scotland until the end of the war

.His place of birth was Tollesbury being born 8th April 1885. In 1901 he was still living in 

Tollesbury. He died while on leave from the Seaplane Base at Dundee of Influenza.. He lived 

at the "Moorings" North Street, Tollesbury. His wife was his next of k
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1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

His name is commemorated 

on the Commonwealth War Dead Grave at the North end of Tollesbury

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury

 

He served as a Flight Serjeant in the Royal Air Force not sure on 

 Alfred was aged 31. Date of Death: 21/11/1918 

Alfred was born & residing in Tollesbury in 1901 aged 14. The census 

r was Richard A. Page aged 39 & his mother Eliza aged 37. His siblings were 

Blanche aged 9, George aged 11 & Richard aged 7. He was shown as previously serving in 

the Royal Navy with service number F3449.  

On the 18 August 1918 the Royal Eaval Air Service Flights at the seaplane station at 

Dundee were transferred to the Royal Air Force, where they were used for coastal patrol 

submarine patrols off the east coast of Scotland until the end of the war

.His place of birth was Tollesbury being born 8th April 1885. In 1901 he was still living in 

Tollesbury. He died while on leave from the Seaplane Base at Dundee of Influenza.. He lived 

at the "Moorings" North Street, Tollesbury. His wife was his next of kin. 

1919 Victory Medal. 

ollesbury (Saint Mary) 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

Royal Air Force not sure on 

Date of Death: 21/11/1918 His service 

Alfred was born & residing in Tollesbury in 1901 aged 14. The census 

r was Richard A. Page aged 39 & his mother Eliza aged 37. His siblings were 

Blanche aged 9, George aged 11 & Richard aged 7. He was shown as previously serving in 

Flights at the seaplane station at 

Dundee were transferred to the Royal Air Force, where they were used for coastal patrol 

submarine patrols off the east coast of Scotland until the end of the war 

.His place of birth was Tollesbury being born 8th April 1885. In 1901 he was still living in 

Tollesbury. He died while on leave from the Seaplane Base at Dundee of Influenza.. He lived 



 

 

He earned the 1914

His name is commemorated as a Commonwealth War Dead Grave

end. of Tollesbury (Saint Mary) Churchyard 

Saint Mary's Salcott 

RODGERS, William He served as a p
Section. William died 03/02/1919 

William joined the Army initially and was stationed at Harwich with his brother 

Robert in the forage section. They spent their time loading barges with hay for the horses on 

active duty in France. They had always been very close and both had experience in 

hay cutting in their civilian life. Apparently William at some stage became homesick and 

wanted to see his mother back in Fingringhoe. One night he broke the curfew and cycled 

home to see her. He was later picked up by the Military Police and tak

this he was transferred for his sins to the Balloon section of the RFC over in occupied France. 

We believe he served out the rest of the war in this section. After the war, sadly he contracted 

pneumonia and he died in February 1919. 

the  Kite Balloon Section with the RFC and a rank equivalent to an Air Mechanic 3rd Class. 

When the RFC merged into the Royal Air Force, his trade was amalgamated into the new 

trade of Labourer with the rank 

day.24 Balloon Section for all of WW1 was part of No 2 Balloon Company, No 1 Balloon 
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1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

His name is commemorated as a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: At 

Tollesbury (Saint Mary) Churchyard  His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at 

 

He served as a private in the Royal Air Force 24th Kite Balloon 
03/02/1919 His service number was116089 

William joined the Army initially and was stationed at Harwich with his brother 

Robert in the forage section. They spent their time loading barges with hay for the horses on 

active duty in France. They had always been very close and both had experience in 

hay cutting in their civilian life. Apparently William at some stage became homesick and 

wanted to see his mother back in Fingringhoe. One night he broke the curfew and cycled 

home to see her. He was later picked up by the Military Police and taken away. Shortly after 

this he was transferred for his sins to the Balloon section of the RFC over in occupied France. 

We believe he served out the rest of the war in this section. After the war, sadly he contracted 

pneumonia and he died in February 1919. He joined up on the 1st January 1918 

Kite Balloon Section with the RFC and a rank equivalent to an Air Mechanic 3rd Class. 

When the RFC merged into the Royal Air Force, his trade was amalgamated into the new 

trade of Labourer with the rank of Private 2nd Class and was paid 1shilling 6 pence per 

day.24 Balloon Section for all of WW1 was part of No 2 Balloon Company, No 1 Balloon 

1919 Victory Medal 

Reference: At the North 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at 

Royal Air Force 24th Kite Balloon 

William joined the Army initially and was stationed at Harwich with his brother 

Robert in the forage section. They spent their time loading barges with hay for the horses on 

active duty in France. They had always been very close and both had experience in straw and 

hay cutting in their civilian life. Apparently William at some stage became homesick and 

wanted to see his mother back in Fingringhoe. One night he broke the curfew and cycled 

en away. Shortly after 

this he was transferred for his sins to the Balloon section of the RFC over in occupied France. 

We believe he served out the rest of the war in this section. After the war, sadly he contracted 

He joined up on the 1st January 1918 and was in 

Kite Balloon Section with the RFC and a rank equivalent to an Air Mechanic 3rd Class. 

When the RFC merged into the Royal Air Force, his trade was amalgamated into the new 

of Private 2nd Class and was paid 1shilling 6 pence per 

day.24 Balloon Section for all of WW1 was part of No 2 Balloon Company, No 1 Balloon 
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Wing. It was an Observation Balloon unit.. Two officers usually ascended with a kite balloon, 

one to control it & one to make observations. If attacked by fighter aircraft they descended by 

parachute. 

  

William is shown with his brother Robert (the Sergeant) on his right. William by 
himself is in the centre..Extreme right is his "DEADMAN'S PENNY" and 1914-19 Victory 
Medal plus 1914-20 War Medal     

1901 Census shows the following family: -Robert Rodgers aged 10 born Fingringhoe 
living East Donyland listed as a Scholar, William Rodgers aged 12 also born Fingringhoe 
living East Donyland listed as a Scholar. His sister Flora Rodgers aged 15 born Fingringhoe 
listed as at Home living at East Donyland & the father Henry Rodgers aged 40 born Layer De 
La Haye living at Donyland working as a Thatcher & Hay Cutter. OTHER MEMORIALS 
Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe Note his name has been 
spelt "Rogers" on the plaque, which disagrees with the CWGC data bank & his gravestone in 
the churchyard. Commonwealth War Dead .Grave Reference: On East boundary. Cemetery: 
Fingringhoe (Saint Andrew) Churchyard 

 

HALL, Frederick Vincent He served as a Lieutenant Royal Air Force 

210th Squadron. He was aged 20 He died 15/05/1918  

Frederick was the son of Frederick William and Florence Elizabeth Hall of Oaklands Park, 

Tolleshunt Knights, Maldon.  He was born the 20th March 1898.  

Posted to 4 Naval Squadron on 26 April 1917, Frederick Vincent Hall scored 1 victory flying 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

the Sopwith Pup before he was reassigned to 8 Naval Squadron on 5 May 1917 and wounded 

in action when he was shot down on 23 May 1917. When he recovered he was posted to 10 

Naval Squadron where he scored 6 more victories flying the Sopwith Camel. Hall was killed 

in a collision with another Camel pilot on 15 May 1918. 

 

 

Sopwith Camel 

 

victories opponent date time unit plane location 

1 02 May 1917 1720 4N Sopwith Pup (N5196) C (CAP) 1 Dunkirk  

2 15 Nov 1917 1300 10N Sopwith Camel (B6320) Albatros D.V (OOC) NNE of Dixmude 

3 05 Dec 1917 1535 10N Sopwith Camel (B6320) Albatros D.V (DES) 2 Keyem-Leke  

4 18 Feb 1918 0950 10N Sopwith Camel (B6351) Albatros D.V (DES) S of Menin  

5 08 May 1918 1055 210 Sopwith Camel (B6351) Pfalz D.III (DES) Bac St. Maur  

6 09 May 1918 1615 210 Sopwith Camel (C62) Albatros C (DES) 3 N of Aubers  

7 14 May 1918 2015 210 Sopwith Camel (D3385) Pfalz D.III (OOC) Ypres-Zillebeke 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1 Shared with F/Cdr J D Newberry (N6462)  

2 Shared with F/Lt Wilfred Curtis  

3 Shared with Capt Alfred Carter, Capt ES Arnold (B7227) 

reference :- http://www.theaerodrome.com/aces/england/hall2.php 

210 squadron Sopwith Camel 

Originally formed as Eo 10 (Eaval) Squadron, REAS at St Pol on 12 February 1917 

as a scout unit tasked with escorting REAS bomber and reconnaissance aircraft. In May its 

various Eieuports were replaced by Sopwith Triplanes and at the same time it was sent to the 

Western Front to assist the RFC. During this period ones of its pilots was Raymond 

Collishaw, who would become the third highest scoring Allied fighter pilot of the war. In 

August 1917, the squadron received Camels and in October returned to its coastal defence 

duties. However, the German offensive of March 1918, resulted in the unit being sent back to 

the Western Front to help bolster the defences and during these actions on 1 April 1918, it 

was absorbed into the newly formed RAF and renumbered as Eo 210 Squadron. During its 

first weeks as an RAF squadron, it was engaged in ground attack duties, helping to stop the 

German offensive, and there followed for the rest of the war a period of offensive patrols and 

bomber escort missions over Belgium, fighter cover also being given to monitors off the 

Belgian coast 



 

 

He was awarded the 

His name is commemorated with a Commonwealth War Dead Grave

EBBLINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY He is also commemorated at T

THE LADIES 

The last but not least were the Ladies, they bore a major burden. The unmarried joined up 

working in hospitals, at the Front as nurses in

on farms. 

In Hospitals 
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He was awarded the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal

His name is commemorated with a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. B. 26. 

EBBLINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY He is also commemorated at T

CHAPTER 8 

The last but not least were the Ladies, they bore a major burden. The unmarried joined up 

working in hospitals, at the Front as nurses in the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, in factories or 

   As Field Aid Nursing Yeomanry

1919 Victory Medal 

 
Reference: II. B. 26. 

EBBLINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY He is also commemorated at Tolleshunt Knights 

The last but not least were the Ladies, they bore a major burden. The unmarried joined up 

the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, in factories or 

 

As Field Aid Nursing Yeomanry 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

Making munitions and in other factories, as WRNS or Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps. 

 

In fact they performed nearly any job that had been handled pre-war by able bodied men. 

However it was in the Home that they proved every bit as resilient as their men. Food 

was short and so growing vegetables in small plots became an added burden to all the chores 

of washing clothes manually in a tub. No washing machine or spin drier and clothes had to be 

ironed with irons heated on a stove, which required fuel. Hot water heated in the same way. 

The wives had the small children to look after while fretting over their husbands and 

older ones at the front. The appearance of the telegraph boy on his bike caused the lace 

curtains to twitch as anxious faces watched him go by and prayers of thanks were said, as he 

moved further along. 

 


