
 

 

 

 

Autumn newsletter 2014 

 
Welcome to another newsletter keeping you up-to-date with events at the museum.  We are very 
grateful for the support of our members, regular helpers and those who attend our functions and 
visit the museum.  Every footfall through the museum door helps keep the museum going and 
helps achieve recognition from various tourist authorities.    Thank you all! 
 
Our summer exhibition, which closed at the end of September, was entitled “Mersea in 1914 – the 
end of an era”.  This was very successful, and overall visitor numbers were slightly up on last year, 
although fewer children came this year.  The exhibition was a blend of information about “our boys” 
in the war and also the conditions on the island, helped by photographs and artefacts. In many 
ways, the island was a very different place then!  
 

Mersea Barrow in the news again 
 

We are delighted to welcome back the urn and bones found in the Mersea Barrow in 1912, on loan 
from Colchester & Ipswich Museum, and these have caused considerable interest, also creating 
more interest in the barrow itself. The new display case & board were financed through a £2500 
grant from the CIF fund run by Essex County Council and donations in memory of Mike Davies.   
The “Heritage Open Days” weekend at the barrow in September attracted 410 visitors, and many 
also visited the museum.  Other people have seen the barrow after having heard talks at their 
particular group from our barrow expert Pat Kirby, and visits by small groups can be arranged by 
contacting info@merseamuseum.org.uk 

 

During July, low level lighting was installed in the barrow’s entrance passage, making it safer.  The 
work was financed by Roger Wacey, owner of Barrow Barn.  In September, work financed with a 
grant from English Heritage, was carried out to create a pathway from the car park to the entrance, 
replacing and re-pointing brickwork in the centre chamber, and replacing two step risers from the 
passage down to the central chamber.  
 
Outside the Museum the Cedar tree was been pruned.  The west fencing was replaced with the 
aid of a splendid £500 donation from the Mersea Horticultural Society who also look after are 
garden. Many thanks.  
 

Another accreditation from the Arts Council 
 

This year the museum has been going through an accreditation process with Arts Council England.  
This involves completing many questions about our activities, policies and forward plans, and we 
are pleased to report that the museum has been awarded Full Accreditation status.  The panel 
noted the “terrific work” of the museum, especially in “user focussed experiences”.  Filling in all the 
forms to apply for accreditation is a massive job, and we are grateful to our chairman Joanne 
Godfrey and president David Cooper for their hard work in tackling the bureaucracy. 
 

Special events in 2014 
 

In addition to the main exhibition, this year has seen the museum hosting a wide variety of other 
exhibitions.  Local maps seem to be of interest to many of our museum visitors, and so in June 
there was a special map exhibition, which proved very popular.  This featured many of the historic 
maps from the museum archives, including Ordnance Survey maps from different eras, developers’ 
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plans, catalogues of land sale, maritime charts and maps showing the ownership of Mersea land 
over the years.  Earlier in the year we had received a Collections Care grant of £450 from 
Museums Essex, which was used to purchase special acid-free folders to house our map and plan 
collection. 
 
In August, members of the Essex Group of Collectors and Historians created a fascinating display 
of WW1 weaponry and small arms, including guns, medals, badges and relevant literature. Also the 
Mersea Island Photographic Society put on a splendid display of photos on the Bank holiday 
weekend. 
 
In September we held, another exhibition of the paintings and poems by the late Anne Hudson, 
with the income from sales of these emotive and talented items going towards museum funds.  
Also displayed were some of the exciting sculptures and drawings of another Mersea artist, the late 
Richard Perry Bedford. 
 
And we all enjoyed a couple of informal coffee mornings during the summer, when residents of the 
sheltered accommodation on the island received special invitations to a private viewing of the 
exhibition, which they much appreciated. 
 

History walks along the coast 
 

Continuing to be popular have been the walks, held each Saturday afternoon from May to 
September, led each Saturday afternoon by one of the enthusiastic leaders – Pat Kirby, Sue 
Howlett and Alan Mogridge.  The walks take in many of the interesting features between the 
museum and The Lane, with touches of humour adding to the history and legends involved.  A total 
of 39 people joined the walks in 2014, and walks will continue next year.  Come and walk! 
 

Christmas  is  coming ! 
 
Throughout the year, the museum shop has been offering a wide and interesting range of goods, 
thanks to the efforts of Vicki Packard, who manages the shop so well, and the many attendants 
who help in the shop. For Christmas there are many small items which would make ideal stocking 
fillers, and many unusual & attractive cards.  The shop is open on resource centre open days. 
Whilst on the subject of Christmas, everyone is invited to come along to the special opening of the 
resource centre on Saturday 13th December, and join us for mulled wine and mince pies – a good 
start to Christmas!  Times are as usual:  10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 

More coming events through the winter 
 

The resource centre is open 18th October,  1st & 15th November,  6th & 13th December &   3rd 
January, and then every other Saturday till March 14th.   Opening times are 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
admission is free.  Refreshments are usually available, for which a donation is requested.  This is a 
good opportunity to research local history of families and property.  Sometimes people bring in to 
the museum interesting items which have been found locally, and we are always pleased to see old 
family photographs or information which help add to the museum’s knowledge of the island. If 
permission is given, these can be copied to add to the archives and then returned to the owner.  
On the special “finds weekends”  in 2014 the museum received many interesting new acquisitions, 
including a mammoth’s tooth found at East Mersea and a flint axe head dated to 4000 to 6000 BC. 
 
Over the weekend of 18th and 19th October there will be another retrospective exhibition of the 
work of the late Mike L. Davies, who combined photography with art in an intriguing, often unique 
way.  The exhibition will run from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., with free admission.  Refreshments are 
available. 

 
 
 



Friday  talks   programme  
 

On 17th October there is the first of the winter series of Friday talks.  This one is by Richard 
Turner, whose subject is Boxted Airfield. 
 
On 21st November, Keith Lovell returns – this time to give a light-hearted look at the history of sea 
shanties, while on 16th January another popular speaker, Patrick Denney, talks to us about Essex 
towns and villages.  Talks start at 7.30 p.m. in the museum, and admission is just £3 for museum 
trust members and £5 for non-members, including refreshments. 
 

Autumn Fair 
 

Next in the calendar is the annual Autumn Fair, which offers a wide range of goods, including 
cards, decorations, knitted and sewn goods, jewellery, toys, books and collectables.  This is being 
held on Saturday 25th October, from 10.30 a.m. until 2.30 p.m. and admission is just 50p in aid of 
museum funds.  In addition to the individual stallholders, there are three local charities taking part: 
the Lifeboat Guild, Sesaw animal charity, and the newly-formed Mersea Community Support. 
Coffee, tea and biscuits will be available all day, and light lunches will also be served. 
   

Museum art exhibition 
 

The museum’s art exhibition, now organised for us chiefly by Maxine Jones of the local art gallery, 
will be held from 28th to 30th November, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., and there will also be a preview 
evening on Thursday 27th November.  This is always an attractive and interesting show, with a 
wide range of artwork.  We are grateful to all who take part in any way and thereby help to boost 
museum funds.                                                                          
 

Want to know more ? 
 
 

Information about the museum and its coming events can be found on the website: www.merseamuseum.org.uk 

 
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AGAIN SOON!  MEANWHILE, HERE’S WISHING EVERYONE  

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR! 

http://www.merseamuseum.org.uk/

