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GOOD NEWS:  THE MUSEUM IS OPEN AGAIN!

Once again it  is  time to welcome
you  all  to  Mersea  Island  Museum  for
what  we  hope  will  be  yet  another
successful  summer  season.   From
Friday 1 May, the museum will be open
from Wednesday to Sunday each week,
from 2 pm to 5 pm. Until 27 September.
On  Saturday  2  May  there  will  be  a
special  all-day  opening,  from  10  a.m.
until 5 p.m. 

  The museum will also be open for
Bank  Holiday  Mondays  throughout  the
season  –  and  there  are  TWO  Bank
Holidays to enjoy during May as well as
one in August.  Admission is still just £1
for  visitors,  free  to  museum  members.
Bring your family and friends!

We also plan to hold a few mini-
exhibitions  during  the  year,  covering  a
wide  range  of  topics,  and  these  will
usually be open all day on the publicised
Saturday.   Look  out  for  details  in  the
local Press and on posters. 

Last  summer  visitor  numbers
almost reached 3,000, while attendance
at  our  special  events  –  talks,  special
exhibitions,  autumn  fair,  and  resource
centre days – was equally encouraging,
and  during  the  Heritage  Open  Days
weekend in September there were some
400 visitors to our special opening of the
Mersea  Barrow.   Let’s  see  if  we  can
push up these figures for 2015.

BUSINESS AS USUAL:  
THE HOME FRONT IN 1915
With  the  war  a  year  old,

businesses and individuals on the island
were learning to live with problems and
shortages, as well  as the loss of  loved
ones away on the battle  front  – and a
good job they seem to have made of it,
with families and friends working hard to
keep  their  businesses  together  and  to
continue to serve the island.  Our video
and lively displays will  show something
of life on the island around 1915.

This  year’s  exhibition  features
some of the many local businesses who
managed  to  carry  on  during  those
difficult times a hundred years ago, with
particular  emphasis  on  those  in  and
around Church Road, where there were
not only several shops but also several
acres  of  commercial  seed  fields.
Especially  important  at  this  time would
be  the  local  firms  of  carriers  and  bus
companies  who  had  been  transporting
people  and  goods  to  and  from
Colchester  and  further  afield  for  some
years.

There was plenty of activity,  also,
at neighbouring Osea Island, which was
a base for fast coastal motorboats, and
our  local  coastguard  station  staff  were
even busier than ever.

Continued over..............



MEANWHILE,  IN THE  BATTLE ZONE
1915  marked  one  of  the  major

events  of  the  First  World  War:   the
campaign in Gallipoli.  Mersea islanders
at the front included the Rev. Pierrepont
Edwards, known as the fighting parson,
who  was  a  chaplain  at  Gallipoli.   This
year’s exhibition pays tribute to him and
to the service personnel who fought and
died in that tragic year.

THE  MUSEUM’S  STATIC DISPLAYS
In  addition  to  the  1915

commemoration  in  the  exhibition,  there
are many more displays to see within the
museum,  including  the  ever-popular
fisherman’s cottage, the time-line which
places local artefacts within their era, the
displays  of  local  wildlife,  and  also  the
contents  of  the  Mersea  Barrow,  which
have created a considerable amount of
interest.

As ever, we are keen to encourage
young people to come along to see the
museum.  Many  school  groups  take  up
this invitation,  children who come along
with their parents are usually delighted to
find that there are games and quizzes for
them to enjoy.

MANY  THANKS  TO  OUR
SUPPPORTERS  AND HELPERS

As a charity, with no paid staff, the
museum is reliant on voluntary help and
donations, and we are greatly indebted
to those who give their time and services
to help  to keep the museum going.   If
you feel you could spare an occasional
hour to help in some way, please let us
know.

 Thanks  are  also  due  to  those
people  and  institutions  who  have
donated money towards general upkeep
or  specific  purchases.    These  have
recently  included  Dr  Richard  Hudson,
whose generous gift  was in memory of
his sister, the late Anne Hudson. 

 Some  of  the  museum’s  income
comes from membership of the 100 Club
as well  as membership of  the museum
trust.    The 100 Club costs just  £12 a
year,  and  museum  membership  is  £5
annually or £50 for life membership. We
would  welcome  more  support  in  these
fields. 

 Also  an  important  source  of
revenue  is  the  museum  shop,  and
visitors will  find an even wider range of
goods  here  this  year,  including
souvenirs,  toys,  books,  and  stationery.
We are particularly proud of the new jute
shopping  bag,  complete  with  the
museum logo, priced at £5.

GET   IN  TOUCH
Many people have a reason to visit

the museum, to find out more about their
family  history;  to  trace the  history  of  a
specific  property on the island; to study
our  historic  maps;  to  try  to  identify
interesting “finds”; or just to find out more
about this fascinating island by watching
a video or asking an attendant.  All are
welcome, especially during the resource
centre open days, when a vast  amount
of data is readily available for research.

The  museum  has  had  a  very
informative website  for  some time,  and
this is kept up to date, giving news about
current exhibitions and events including
the regular series of winter talks and any
proposed mini-exhibitions.

The address is:
www.merseamuseum.org.uk  
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