
Member's Autumn newsletter 2015

Greetings to all our members and supporters!

Another year has gone all too quickly but also very successfully.  During

the 2015 summer season visitor numbers were 2,947 – the highest since 2012.

The number of children visiting during that May to September season was the

highest ever at 677, many of those coming in school groups, a pattern which

we are delighted to follow.

There was certainly plenty of visitor interest in the wide range of displays

in the summer exhibition.  The main theme covered the way in which islanders

on  the  “home  front”  managed  to  carry  on  with  life  under  difficult

circumstances in 1915, but individual displays also paid tribute to islanders who

served in the armed forces and gave something of the history of local shops

and industries, including seed-growing.

HERITAGE OPEN WEEKEND

During September, the Barrow in East Mersea Road was again open to

the public for one weekend as part of the national Heritage Open Days, and we

welcomed over 200 visitors and received generous donations and additional

visitors to the museum as a direct result.  In 2016, the open weekend is on 10

and 11 September.   Many visitors also enjoyed the chance to take a pleasant

walk in West Mersea on a Saturday afternoon in summer with our excellent

and hard-working volunteer guides – all of whom seem to be able to produce a

different and interesting twist on local history!  



AUTUMN  FAIR

Another  event  which  caused  a  pleasing  amount  of  interest  was  the

museum’s annual autumn fair, held at the end of October.   The event raised

just over £340 for museum funds – nearly a hundred pounds more than last

year – and also helped several charities and individual stallholders

  Our thanks are due to our loyal stallholders and helpers.  Next year’s

date has already been booked: Saturday 29th  October 2016.

2016 marks the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the museum, and

this will be celebrated in the summer exhibition, as will the day the zeppelin

came down in Little Wigborough a hundred years ago. 

 Also included in the exhibition will be the launching of the Girl Guides

nationally (though not locally) ninety years ago, and the founding of the Old

Forge filling station some sixty years ago. 

 The museum has a good stock of photographs and some artefacts to use

in the exhibition, but would love to have more.  Do you have anything suitable

we could borrow or perhaps copy to include? Please contact chairman Joanne

Godfrey  during  resource  centre  open  days,  phone  her  at  home  on  01206

385872 or via the website: www.merseamuseum.org.uk

NEXT YEAR 2016

Next year, it is hoped to enliven some of the permanent displays with the

introduction of suitable sound.  The visitor-activated audio in the  fisherman’s

cottage and wildlife displays will help to bring these to life, and there are plans

afoot for adding what chairman Joanne Godfrey calls “something exciting” to

the old phone box.  All this has been made possible by the generous grant of

£400 by Museums Essex, for which we are most grateful.

http://www.merseamuseum.org.uk/


There are also plans afoot for the possible introduction of a loop system

in the museum, which would help people with deaf aids to hear the speakers at

our talks more clearly. Look out for more details soon!  

WINTER TALKS

The museum’s  series  of  talks,  held  on the third  Friday  of  the month

during the winter, have been popular and well attended, with the October one

being a rather lively talk about mediaeval warfare, complete with a display of

the weapons and their use. 

 On Friday 20th November Jess Jephcott comes to us with a talk entitled

“Colchester from the eye of the picture postcard”.  One of our most popular

speakers, historian Patrick Denney, returns on 15th January 2016 to talk about

the  Colchester  scheme  for  collecting  local  history  from  oral  sources  –  a

fascinating  project  which  has  included  many  Mersea  people.   Friday  19th

February sees local resident Martin Clarke talking about Church Heraldry. 

 All these talks start at 7.30 pm (get there early to get a cushion and a

good place!) and admission costs just £3 for museum members, £5 for non-

members, who are very welcome to come along.

The talk on  Friday 18th March is a little different, in that it is a shorter

talk, followed immediately by our Annual General Meeting, and so admission is

free on this occasion.  The speaker is committee member David Nicholls, who

will delight us with a fisherman’s tale or two!

HERITAGE RESOURCE CENTRE

Finally,  please  don’t  forget  that  we  are  always  pleased  to  see  our

members  at  the  regular  open  days  for  the  resource  centre  which  are  held

during the winter for the purposes of local history or family history research, or

just to chat to a committee member about an item of Mersea interest.



  Coffee is always available on these informal mornings, from 10 a.m.

until  1  p.m.,  but   on  Saturday  12th December we  are  holding  a  Christmas

special for members and friends.  Come along and have a chat and enjoy a

mince pie and other treats with us to make a good start to the festive season!

The centre will be open from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. on this occasion.

In the New Year, the centre will be open on 9th and 23rd January, 6th and

20th February, and 12th March, and admission is always free for both members

and visitors.

ART SHOW

The Museum Art show will take place on Friday, Saturday & Sunday 27th

to 29th November from 10 am to 5pm each day.

We send all our members and loyal supporters our very best wishes for

the festive season, and look forward to seeing everyone again in 2016.

 ends


