
 

 

 

THE COFFI	 OF THE U	K	OW	 WARRIOR

The coffin arrived at the Cenotaph

There it was met by the King, who placed his own wreath on top.

 As the chimes of Big Ben sounded 11 o’clock, the coffin was carried through 

the north transept door of Westminster Abbey. 

There, the aisle was lined with 100 recipients of the Victoria Cross. 

The congregation was made up of 1,000 widows and mothers of t
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he coffin arrived at the Cenotaph on Armistice Day 1920.

There it was met by the King, who placed his own wreath on top.

As the chimes of Big Ben sounded 11 o’clock, the coffin was carried through 

the north transept door of Westminster Abbey.  

There, the aisle was lined with 100 recipients of the Victoria Cross. 

The congregation was made up of 1,000 widows and mothers of t

 

 

 

 

 

on Armistice Day 1920..  

There it was met by the King, who placed his own wreath on top. 

As the chimes of Big Ben sounded 11 o’clock, the coffin was carried through 

 

There, the aisle was lined with 100 recipients of the Victoria Cross.  

The congregation was made up of 1,000 widows and mothers of the fallen.  
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CHAPTER 12 

THE FI	AL YEAR 

THE MIDDLE EAST 

 

RAWLI	GSO	, Cecil Harold. He was a private with the Leinster Regiment serving in the 

1st Battalion. Cecil’s service number was 5731. Formerly he served with number 32492 in 

the Essex Regiment. He was aged 28 when he was killed in action in Egypt on the 

30/03/1918.  

 He was the son of Charles Rawlingson of Tolleshunt Knights. He was born in and a 

resident of Tolleshunt D'Arcy enlisted Warley.  The 1891 Census shows the family living at 

Barn Hall Road Cottages Tolleshunt Knights, comprising father, Charles aged 35 born 

Tolleshunt Knights & mother, Emily aged 32 born in Goldhangar. The children all born at 

Tolleshunt Knights are: - Rose aged 9, William aged 7, Julia aged 5, Ada aged 3 and Cecil 

aged 2. The 1901 Census shows the family living at Paternoster Heath, Tolleshunt Knights. 

“The Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians) was an infantry 

regiment of the line in the British Army, formed in 1881 by the amalgamation of the 100th 

(Prince of Wales's Royal Canadian) Regiment of Foot and the 109th Regiment of Foot 

(Bombay Infantry). After service in the First World War, it became one of the five Irish 

infantry regiments disbanded following the formation of the Irish Free State in 1922.” 

“1st Battalion in August 1914 was in Fyzabad, India. The battalion returned to 

England, landing at Plymouth on 16 1ovember 1914 when it was attached to the 82nd 

Brigade, 27th Division. On the 2 1ovember 1916the battalion was transferred to 29th 

Brigade, 10th (Irish) Division. On 18 August 1917, the Division was ordered to concentrate 

at Salonika for embarkation. Early September 1917 they moved to Egypt, completing 

assembly near Rafa by 16 October 1917. The Division was involved in the Palestine 

campaign thereafter. He was Killed in Action in Egypt 

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  
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He is commemorated on the Tiptree Jam Factory Roll of Honour & the Tiptree Town 

Hall Memorial. His name is also on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: Panel 46. 

Memorial: JERUSALEM MEMORIAL 

 WESTER	 FRO	T 

"KAISERSCHLACT”   

Over the course of the winter the Germans transferred troops no longer needed on the 

Eastern Front to the West. They sought to make a decisive move to drive the British out of the 

war before the Americans could swing the advantage to the Allies. They believed that the 

British were exhausted by the 1917 campaigns at Arras, Messines, Passchendaele and 

Cambrai. In fact many units had partially been brought up to strength by drafting in 

rebadged men, who had recovered from wounds and men from the Service Battalions 

reassigned as infantry. 

The offensive would comprise two phases, the first striking the Somme and the second 

confirming the breach in French Flanders. 

Allied Intelligence believed that the Germans had 177 Divisions in France and 

Flanders, out of their world-wide total of 241. Of these, 110 were in the front line of which 50 

faced the relatively short but recently extended British Front. A further 67 were in reserve, 

with 31 of these also facing the BEF. 

There were 2 phases, which affected our local soldiers 

THE GERMA	 SPRI	G OFFE	SIVE 1918 “OPERATIOO	 MICHEL”21
st
 March 

Phase: the Battle of St Quentin, 21 - 23 March 1918 

Subsequent: the actions at the Somme crossings, 24 - 25 March 1918 

Phase: the First Battle of Bapaume, 24 - 25 March 1918 

Phase: the Battle of Rosières, 26 - 27 March 1918 

Phase: the First Battle of Arras, 28 March 1918 

Phase: the Battle of the Avre, 4 April 1918 
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Phase: the Battle of the Ancre, 5 April 1918. The first phase of the offensive, 

Operation Michael, was expected to breach the British front at Arras and then head north to 

cut off their railway supply lines. This would, it was hoped, allow the Germans to envelop the 

British forces and secure their surrender. The section of the front chosen for the offensive had 

recently been taken over by the British at the request of the French, The line left by the 

French was discovered to be poorly defended and the British were required to substantially 

improve its fortifications. These works had barely commenced when the Germans struck The 

5
th

 Army under Hubert Gough were newly redeployed and took over an area where the 3
rd

 

and 4
th

 lines of defence were but tokens, not much more than lines on the map. 

Launched on 21 March 1918, Operation Michael came as a complete surprise to the 

British troops who bore the brunt of its violence. Using to great effect their numerical 

superiority (fifty-eight divisions against sixteen), the Germans created a wide breach in the 

British front in the space of a few hours. Several divisions were literally annihilated those 

units which were not dislocated made a fighting retreat through the increasing chaos, the 

congested roads and German artillery adding to the general panic. Amiens soon came under 

threat and this forced the British to field large numbers of reserves to fill the breach. 

Heavy German shellfire had hit all areas of British front occupied by Fifth Army, 

most of the front of Third Army, and some of the front of First Army. At 4.40am the main 

weight of attack fell between Arras and a few miles south of Saint-Quentin 

The tactics involved a number of new features. The rear echelons involving 

communications, HQ, heavy guns, railways were subjected to a massive bombardment not 

only with high explosives but with gas. At the same time storm troopers with flame throwers 

had punched holes in the Allied lines and continued on to the Allied rear lines. Isolated 

pockets of Allies were then eliminated by the following German troops. German infantry 

began attacking between 7.00am and 9.40am.. Many of the besieged and engaged British 

posts and defended villages held out, and only fell once entirely surrounded and hopeless.  

( 

Flamethrower used by the Germans C) IWM 

The battle raged on for several days, as the overwhelming numbers of Germans, 50 

Divisions in the front against the BEF with a further 31 held as their Reserves. Ultimately, 

the Germans almost broke through the final line of defence held to a large extent by support 

rather than frontline troops. The Germans had advanced over the debris of 3 years fighting 
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and re-supply became a problem. 1ot only was the terrain difficult the Germans liberated 

large Allied food dumps and with their troops severely malnourished through the Allied sea 

blockade momentum was lost The German troops took to looting the dumps especially the 

wine. However it should not detract from the tenacity of the British troops. 

 The Commander of the British Fifth Army, General Sir Hubert Gough, 

was made a convenient scapegoat and was sacked as a result of this battle. This was unfair 

treatment. His Army had, after all, taken over a line to which David Lloyd George had 

committed the Army against its advice; had no time to build suitable defences; and was hit by 

an overwhelming attack.  

The Fifth  Army, while suffering terrible losses of men and material and giving up 

ground regrouped and held firm. . There is good evidence to show that Gough had grave 

concerns of the ground he had to cover, with less men, worse prepared defences and more 

line than 3rd Army under Sir Julian Byng. These were concerns he had voiced but that seem 

to have been ignored. The conduct of Gough in these few trying days bears well, he did not 

panic, his men whilst admittedly withdrawing did so with guts and determination. His 

dismissal from command was seen by many who made up the 5th Army as an insult not just 

to their commander but to the rank and file, who had fought gallantly. 

 

The above picture is taken from a contemporary German newspaper and shows British POWs 

captured during the 1918 German Spring Campaign. 

"Third Battle of Aisne, from 27 May-6 June 1918, 

This comprised the final large-scale German attempt to win the war before the arrival of the 

U.S. Army in France, and followed the Lys Offensive in Flanders, which was against the 

French. 
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The focus of the offensive was the Chemin des Dames Ridge, held by the Germans upon their 

retreat from the Marne in September 1914 until their ejection, at huge cost to the French, 

during the 1ivelle Offensive, also known as the Second Battle of the Aisne, in April 1917. 

Erich Ludendorff, although subservient to Paul von Hindenburg within the German Third 

Supreme Command, effectively dictated the planning and execution of the German war effort. 

He determined to reclaim the Chemin des Dames Ridge from the French with the launch of a 

massed concentrated surprise attack. In so doing he anticipated that the French would divert 

forces from Flanders to the Aisne, leaving him to renew his offensive further north, where he 

believed the war could be won. At the time of the offensive the front line of the Chemin des 

Dames was held by four divisions of the British IX Corps, ironically sent from Flanders in 

early May in order to recuperate. 

The attack was launched early on 27 May with a ferocious heavy artillery bombardment of 

4,000 guns across a 40 km front, against four divisions of IX Corps. Owing to the heavy 

concentration of primarily British troops in front-line trenches, casualties from the 

bombardment were severe; IX Corps itself was virtually wiped out. The bombardment was 

accompanied by a gas attack, designed to disable defensive gun crews, after which 17 

divisions of German infantry, under Crown Prince Wilhelm, began their advance through a 

40 km gap in the Allied line. With the Allied forces entirely taken by surprise, the rapid 

progress of the German troops was reminiscent of the more fluid war of movement of the 

opening months of the war. Between Soissons and Reims the Germans broke through a 

further eight Allied divisions, four British, four French, reaching the Aisne in under six 

hours. By the end of the first day the Germans had gained 15 km of territory and had reached 

the River Vesle. By 30 May the Germans had managed to capture 50,000 Allied soldiers and 

800 guns, arriving within 90 km of Paris by 3 June. Reference: - 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/aisne3.htm" 

Finally the German advance was halted on the Marne on the 6
th

 June 1918. 

 

	ICHOLAS, William John Lance Serjeant: 4th (Queen's Own) Hussars Died of wounds, 

France.      Date of Death: 31/03/1918 Service No: 8112  

He was born at St.Botolph's & lived in Colchester. He enlisted at Warley. The family 

home was Roman Hill Cottages, Blackheath. The 1901 Census shows his family as:- Mother, 

Henrietta Nicholas aged 32 born Thorpe Le Soken  living in Essex Colchester. His father was 

Francis Nicholas aged 36 born Harris  living in Colchester working as a Foundry Labourer. 

His brother, Harold Nicholas aged 4  born  &  living in Colchester was also killed in the War 

serving in the Royal Navy. Another brother, Lionel Nicholas aged 9 months was  born 

&  living in Colchester and  William himself aged 6 born & living in Colchester. Lionel 

served in the Royal Navy on H. M. S "Emperor of India". 
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4th (Queen's Own) Hussars at the outbreak of war in August 1914 were in Curragh, 

Ireland. They formed part of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade, Cavalry Division. On the 6 September 

1914 the Brigade transferred to Gough's Command, which on 13 September became 2nd 

Cavalry Division. They had four years of intermittent action that was to account for 549 

casualties killed or wounded from the regiment and 22 battle honours.  

During the retreat from Mons, the 4th Hussars acquitted themselves well in the 

skirmishes and holding engagements, which allowed for an orderly withdrawal. They fought 

at Mons and nearby Ancre,  before they were thrown into the defence of Ypres to prevent the 

Germans from reaching the Channel ports. In the first battle of Ypres Lieutenant 1orth 

commanding the machine gun section was recommended for the Victoria Cross.  

There was some rest over Christmas, before in February 1915, the 4th were bought 

back into the line for the second battle of Ypres. The Germans used gas for the first time, in 

conjunction with their massive assault, but the tenacity of the allies prevented them gaining 

much ground. The 4th Hussars were spied during this encounter by the Brigade Commander. 

"The Regiment advanced through the retreating infantry and the gas in the best possible 

style". After Ypres, the cavalry were withdrawn to wait for the "Gap" but still had to provide 

working parties to dig the trenches initially and then form the cavalry dismounted division, 

which worked as infantry in the front line, taking one infantry company from each cavalry 

regiment.  

Between 1ovember 1915 and March 1917, the regiment was constantly warned off for 

the "Gap" but it never appeared. The spring offensive of 1917 provided another opportunity 

but the cavalry were stood by the river Scarpe inactive again; prior to two months uneventful 

duty in the trenches opposite the Hindenburg Line.  

The summer was spent out of the trenches and in the billets. The 4th were bought back 

to witness Cambrai, the first successful use of the tank in 1ovember, standing by for another 

breakthrough. This did not occur due to over exploitation in this case, rather than failure to 

punch through the German defences, as had been the case so many times before. In 1918, 

came the final German offensive launched on the 21st March, which hit the 4th Hussars at 

Compiegne on the Somme, costing the regiment 129 casualties in one week. On the 30th 

March the 4th, as part of the 3rd Cavalry Brigade fought an important action at Moreuil 

Wood, stopping the advancing Germans from getting through the wood. The Commanding 

Officer, Lt Col Darley and sixteen others were killed before they were relieved by the 

infantry.  

William was one of these casualties. After some months rest the regiment followed the 

advancing allies, taking its share of casualties through shelling, until on the 11th 1ovember it 

found itself at Villerot, ten miles north of Ancre, where it had started the War 

. 

He earned the 1914 Star, 1914- 20 War Medal,  1914-1919 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 3 Cemetery: POZIERES 

MEMORIAL 

 

 BAKER, Clifford William Lance Corporal King's Royal Rifle Corps 

12th Battalion. Age: 21Died of Wounds    Date of Death: 02/04/1918 Service No: R/19330 

12th (Service) Battalion was formed at Winchester on 21 September 1914, as part of 

K2. September 1914 : attached to 60th Brigade, 20th (Light) Division. The Division was 

inspected by HM King George V at Knighton Down on 24th June 1915, by which time all 

equipment had arrived and the Division was judged ready for war  

26th July 1915: completed concentration in the Saint-Omer area, all units having crossed to 

France during the preceding few days. Early trench familiarisation and training took place in 

the Fleurbaix area. The Division then remained in the Western Front theatre. The action 

where Clifford fell started on the 21st March 1918. 

He was the son of Henry and Ellen Baker, of Ferry Rd., Fingringhoe, Colchester. He 

was born in Fingringhoe and enlisted at Colchester. In 1901 his father, Henry Baker was aged 

43 having been born in Langenhoe & living in Fingringhoe working on a farm as a Horseman 

. Clifford  had  a brother Joseph, who was 18 (farmer),  a sister Martha , who was 11 (school), 

a brother Alfred, who was 13 (Yardman on Farm). His sister Jessie was aged 8 and died 

during the war (1914-18) from natural causes. Clifford in 1901  was 4 , Dorothy was 4 

months old  and Lewis was not born then, nor Edith or Effie. Alfred worked on the farm & 

Colchester Trams. He later served as a Lance Corporal in the Royal Sussex Regiment. 
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He earned the1914-1919 Victory Medal; 1914-1920 War Medal 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 61 to 64Cemetery: POZIERES 

MEMORIAL 

 

CARRI	GTO	 Charles Harold Lieutenant: Durham Light Infantry  5th Battalion.     

Killed in action: 09/04/1918  

He was a player for Colchester Town Football Club. Football was brought to a halt in 

1914 due to the outbreak of World War I. Layer Road was handed over to the army for use as 

a drill ground. Seven Town players were killed in action during the Great War, a tablet with 

their names inscribed on it used to hang in the changing rooms. 

He was commissioned 9
th
 September 1914. He went to France 13

th
 July 1915. The 

1/5th Battalion of the DLI in August 1914 was at Stockton-on-Tees . It was part of York & 

Durham Brigade, 1orthumbrian Division. They moved to Hartlepool on 10 August, then 

Ravensworth Park and were back at 1ewcastle by October. 

  On the 18
th

 April 1915 they landed at Boulogne.. On the 14
th

 May 1915 they became 

150th Brigade in 50th (1orthumbrian) Division. 12 February 1918 : transferred to 151st 

Brigade in same Division. 

Charles was killed in the first phase of the battle, which started on the 21
st
 

March.1918 {London Gazette 12 August 1917; 2nd Lieutenant  (temporary Lieutenant) C. H. 

Carrington promoted to Lieutenant with precedence 1 June 1916} 
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1914-15 Star    1914-20 War Medal    1914-19 Victory Medal 

  

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 8 and 9. Memorial: PLOEGSTEERT 

MEMORIAL 

  

BATTLEY Alfred William He served as a Lance Corporal Royal Sussex Regiment: 2nd 

Battalion. Died of wounds: 09/04/1918 Service No: G/14658  

 He was the son of Alfred William Battley, of Messing St., Kelvedon, Essex.  He was born in 

Eye Suffolk and in 1901 living in Messing Entire.  He enlisted in Tollesbury, as he was 

possibly working in the area and he previously served as a regular, number 3345, with the 

Essex Regiment.  

He was part of the British Expeditionary Force. He died of wounds on the first day of the 

offensive.  It was revolution in Russia that changed the nature of the stalemate in the West. 

Fighting  

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave

CEMETERY 

HICKS, Frederick Thomas. 

7th Battalion. Age: 24 Died of wounds: 25/04/1918 Service No: 30923 

He was the foster son of Mrs. Ann Lungley, of Wigborough Rd., Peldon

in Peldon & residing there. He enlisted in Warley. 

The 7th Battalion were formed at Bedford in September 1914, as part of 'K2' 

Kitcheners 2nd call to arms for another 100,000 men to leave their civilian lives and enlist 

into the massively expanding British Army. 

from the 6th Battalion, the newly formed 7th Battalion of the Second 1ew Army were 

attached to the 15th Division whilst training. In February 1915, the Battalion were moved 

into the 54th Brigade of the 18th 

the 2nd Battalion in May 1918. The 7th battalion were a very “busy” unit throughout the war 

and served entirely in France and Flanders between their arrival in July 1915 and their 

disbandment in May 1918. The battalion won a well deserved reputation and served with 

distinction, winning numerous gallantry medals 

involved in major battles every year of their service. There are few examples of them not 

taking a position when attacking, or allowing enemy attacks to beat them back, as the 

brigade were a fearsome unit. 

Operation Michael; 21st March 1918. 

War 

At 1am on the 21st March, a night patrol from the 16th 

Quentin, decided it was lost in the dense fog in no man’s land. They stayed in a shell crater 

and waited for daylight, so they could see which direction to head in. Suddenly, a thunderous, 
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. He served as a Private with the Bedfordshire Regiment 

7th Battalion. Age: 24 Died of wounds: 25/04/1918 Service No: 30923  

oster son of Mrs. Ann Lungley, of Wigborough Rd., Peldon

ing there. He enlisted in Warley.  

The 7th Battalion were formed at Bedford in September 1914, as part of 'K2' 

Kitcheners 2nd call to arms for another 100,000 men to leave their civilian lives and enlist 

into the massively expanding British Army. Following the transfer of 1,000 Officers and men 

from the 6th Battalion, the newly formed 7th Battalion of the Second 1ew Army were 

attached to the 15th Division whilst training. In February 1915, the Battalion were moved 

into the 54th Brigade of the 18th (Eastern) Division, where they remained until merged with 

the 2nd Battalion in May 1918. The 7th battalion were a very “busy” unit throughout the war 

and served entirely in France and Flanders between their arrival in July 1915 and their 

1918. The battalion won a well deserved reputation and served with 

distinction, winning numerous gallantry medals – including two Victoria Crosses 

involved in major battles every year of their service. There are few examples of them not 

a position when attacking, or allowing enemy attacks to beat them back, as the 

 

Operation Michael; 21st March 1918. Excerpt from the Bedfordshire Regiment in the Great 

At 1am on the 21st March, a night patrol from the 16th Manchester’s, opposite St 

Quentin, decided it was lost in the dense fog in no man’s land. They stayed in a shell crater 

and waited for daylight, so they could see which direction to head in. Suddenly, a thunderous, 

 

Reference: N. 40. Cemetery: CAMBRIN MILITARY 

Bedfordshire Regiment in the 

oster son of Mrs. Ann Lungley, of Wigborough Rd., Peldon. He was born 

The 7th Battalion were formed at Bedford in September 1914, as part of 'K2' – Lord 

Kitcheners 2nd call to arms for another 100,000 men to leave their civilian lives and enlist 

Following the transfer of 1,000 Officers and men 

from the 6th Battalion, the newly formed 7th Battalion of the Second 1ew Army were 

attached to the 15th Division whilst training. In February 1915, the Battalion were moved 

(Eastern) Division, where they remained until merged with 

the 2nd Battalion in May 1918. The 7th battalion were a very “busy” unit throughout the war 

and served entirely in France and Flanders between their arrival in July 1915 and their 

1918. The battalion won a well deserved reputation and served with 

including two Victoria Crosses - and were 

involved in major battles every year of their service. There are few examples of them not 

a position when attacking, or allowing enemy attacks to beat them back, as the 

Excerpt from the Bedfordshire Regiment in the Great 

Manchester’s, opposite St 

Quentin, decided it was lost in the dense fog in no man’s land. They stayed in a shell crater 

and waited for daylight, so they could see which direction to head in. Suddenly, a thunderous, 
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unbroken barrage opened from the German lines. For ten minutes the terrified Manchester 

men clung to the pulsating earth. Then a Sergeant hammered on the shoulder of the Officer 

and said “At least we know which way to go now Sir”. The patrol got safely back to British 

lines. “Operation Michael” opened at 0440 on 21 March 1918, with the largest 

concentration of artillery ever assembled (6173 guns and 3532 trench mortars) opening fire 

along a 50 mile front.        2nd/Lt H. Crees of the 22nd 1orthumberland Fusiliers was a 

witness to the opening barrage. “I was going round inspecting the posts and just happened to 

be standing on the fire step with my head just over the parapet, looking out over no man’s 

land. Then I saw this colossal flash of light. As far as I could see, from left to right was lit up 

by it. I heard nothing for a few seconds and, for a moment I wondered what it was. I think I 

just managed to hear the gunfire itself before the shells arrived all around us.”  

At 0915 hours, 59 divisions stormed British defences, such as they were; tape still 

marked where 1st and 2nd line trenches were to be dug. The 16 overstretched and badly 

undermanned British divisions stubbornly held their defensive positions ‘to the last’ in 

many cases, but held nevertheless. The ‘Essigny redoubt’ on the St Quentin road was taken 

by 1200 hours and the whole garrison of the 12th Irish Rifles were destroyed to the man. 

Yet a company of 180 men from the 3rd Rifle Brigade held ‘Cookers Quarry’ until 2000 

hours, before the 11 wounded survivors withdrew safely. 

 One of the hundreds of accounts worthy of note is that of the ‘Awkward Squad’; a 

‘rag tag’ unit of around 150 disobedient and old soldiers, unskilled labourers acting as 

Engineers, bolstered with around 30 veterans. They were one of the 55th Brigades 

‘Forward Defensive’ units, holding the ‘Vendueil Fort’ that day, near St Quentin. Captain 

Fine and his ‘mob’ held up the German advance for a 1 mile stretch of the front for 12 

hours, having inflicted an ‘extreme’ number casualties on the assaulting battalions and 

German columns trying to move past their redoubt to support the main attack. The 

Germans were forced into concentrating on levelling the old fort before they could 

continue the attack in that sector. The remaining members of the Awkward Squad 

surrendered just before 1700 hours that day, having exhausted their ammo 50 minutes 

before. They were responsible for considerable German casualties and thoroughly earned 

their name, along with several post war decorations.         

The German assault developed as the day wore on with the weight of the attack 

falling onto the 14th Division to the north and the 58th Division to the south. All attacks on 

the 18th Divisional front were repulsed but still two of the three battalions in the 53rd 

Brigade who stood on the left flank of the 18th Division were wiped out. That afternoon the 

Bedfords were moved in buses to support positions as their comrades further east fought a 

stubborn defensive battle. By 7.30pm the 54th Brigade had been moved from a 2nd Line 

‘Reserve Position’ to positions around Montescourt. A small counter attack was required to 

drive forward enemy units from Montescourt but the town was retaken with very few 

casualties. Once in position, the 1orthampton’s and Fusiliers held the front lines and the 

Bedford’s C and D Companies were in Support of the Royal Fusiliers, with A and B 

Companies in support of the 1orthampton’s.  At the end of the first day, the meagre British 

reserves were either engaged or covering the remnants of the withdrawing Divisions, and the 

54th Brigade were ordered to cover the retirement of the 14th Division to their northern flank 

then withdraw to behind the Crozat Canal between Jussy and Mennessis by midnight. Many 

Battalions had already been completely destroyed, including a whole Irish Brigade of 3 full 

Battalions, yet the British line had buckled but held. 
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The Crozat Canal; 22nd March 1918. 

The 7th Bedfords started the second day moving into a defensive position between 

Mennessis on their southern flank, and the intact La Montagne Bridge on their northern 

flank. Despite the urgent necessity to destroy the bridge, “it couldn’t be blown as we’d got no 

explosives” according to one bemused Private. Exploding trench mortars and various other 

ingenious methods were tried to bring the bridge down, all without success, leaving the 

Bedfords no option than to set their defences carefully and wait. By 7am they were in 

position, having spent the night marching, then digging in. They waited, peering through the 

thick fog which reduced visibility to between twenty and fifty yards at best, unsure what was 

about to be thrown at them. Visibility beyond the opposite canal bank was impossible so they 

lined the western bank and waited for whatever was to come at them out of the 

fog.***Attempts to force the bridge that day were repulsed with heavy losses inflicted on the 

attacking German battalions but at 5.45pm, C Company were finally pushed from Montagne 

Bridge by a heavy German attack. However the Brigade regained the bridge again by a 

counter attack 2 hours later.**Things had looked so bad for the Bedfordshire Regiment at 

one time on the afternoon of the 22nd that, with the enemy within 200 yards of Battalion HQ, 

Colonel Percival (Bedfords Commanding Officer) and Captain Browning (2nd in command) 

destroyed all maps and secret documents to prevent their falling into enemy 

hands”.***Darkness came and brought a day of hard and bitter fighting to an end yet still 

the canal had been held. During the night the Germans kept their attentions to sniping and 

bursts of machine gun fire but did not attack again, leaving the battered, surviving Bedfords 

to grab any rest they could in their improvised trenches and gun pits. 

This pattern continued for several days as the Bedfords carried out a fighting 

retreat.  At 2am on the 26th March , Germans were reported in nearby 1oyon, meaning the 

left flank was once again exposed. The Brigade moved out again and withdrew across the 

canal at Varesnes and the rearguard held the crossings and watched as French and British 

stragglers filed across under their protection. The Germans made no serious attempt to 

interfere with the retirement and the Bedfords withdrew across the river unmolested at 3pm. 

That night, following another 8 mile march, they billeted in filthy, litter strewn caves near 

Mesnil and called the roll-call. Fewer than 200 Bedfords were left, including those from 

other units they had picked up over the last few days. Over 350 men of the 7th Battalion had 

been killed, wounded or were missing and all bar five of those who fell in the first desperate 

phase of the battle have no known grave. Frederick would appear to have died of wounds 

sustained during this period of heavy fighting. 

  

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. C. 8. Cemetery: LONGUEAU BRITISH 

CEMETERY 

 

DICE Edward John.  He served as a Private in the Middlesex Regiment 2nd Battalion. 23rd 

Brigade, 8th Division. He died of wounds on the 27/05/1918 Aged 19 Service No: G/52936 

He was born at Tolleshunt Major, Essex on the  2nd November 1898. In family circles 

he was known as Johnnie. His Birth Certificate shows his father worked as a stockman. His 

Attestation papers signed when he joined up in 1916 showed his family address as 23 

Mansfield Road, Wanstead.  His father is shown as Frederick John aged 52 & his mother as 

Fanny Dice aged 42. Siblings were Leonard George aged 18, Frederick aged 13, Leslie Eric 

aged 2, Phyllis Joan aged 11and Rosa Vince aged 10.  He was 5 feet 9 1/2 inches tall & 

weighed 127 pounds.  (Vince was her Mother's maiden name) reference records & personal 

details on the family were provided by Colleen Morrison. 

He joined up on the 31st October 1916 having previously worked at the Four Keys 

Public House, Leyton as a pot man. His home address at the time was 23 Mansfield Road 

Wanstead. Following training at the depot he was assigned to the 2nd battalion of the 

Middlesex Regiment 15th January 1918. The 2nd Battalion were a regular battalion and in 

August 1914 were stationed  in Malta. They returned to England in September 1914 and were 

assigned to the 23 rd Brigade, 8th Division. The 8th Division was formed during October 

1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the British 

Empire. The Division moved to the Western Front on the 7th November 1914, a badly-

needed reinforcement to the BEF which had been all but wiped out at Ypres. They landed at 

Le Havre. They remained on the Western Front throughout the war. However, he only joined 

his battalion 4 months before he was killed. He was killed in action in the Third Battle of the 

Aisne when the Germans mounted their Kaiserschlact campaign. His Death Certificate shows 

him as "presumed dead". 
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 He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: SOISSONS MEMORIAL 

 

 BAWTREE, David Edward Private 293008 BLACK WATCH (Royal Highlanders), 6
th
 

(Perthshire) Battalion 153rd BRIGADE 51ST (HIGHLAND) DIVISION TERRITORIAL 

FORCES Died Saturday, 29
th
 June 1918. Aged 23 Born Colchester 

He was the son of William J. Edgeworth Bawtree and Blanche R. Bawtree, of Argyle 

House, Whitton Park, Hounslow, Middlesex. 

The Bawtree Family were for 3 generations, one of the major land owning families in 

Abberton. They lived at Abberton Manor and were significant financial supporters of Saint 

Andrew's Church. David's grandfather was one of the major benefactors during the 1870s. 

David was christened by the Reverend Gunter in Saint Andrew's on the 16th August 1894. 

David's father, William was the youngest son and was living in Colchester when David was 

born. 

There are a number of family graves on the North side of the grave yard by the wicket 

gate, these include David's parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles plus there are memorials 

on the Church walls. David's grandfather died in1898.  David's father died 6th May 1908 and 

is buried with his mother, who survived till 9th May 1948 when she died aged 74.  
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A picture of David as a child with his sisters Winnie & Maisie 

. David left the Colchester Royal Grammar School in 1912. He was living at 11 St. 

Lucas Road, Bayswater, when he enlisted at Twickenham. . His actual Service records are 

missing as a private. However, he originally joined the Grenadier Guards and was 

commissioned in 1915 into the Green Howards, The Yorkshire Regiment. He went to France 

with the 8th Battalion and was transferred to the 2nd battalion to make good the casualties 

sustained by the battalion in the battle of Loos. At the end of 1915, he came home and 

resigned his commission.  He had been wounded and on his recovery rejoined again, this time 

in the Black Watch as a private. He had numbers of 6124 & then 6871 in the early part of the 

war. The records of the Battalion these numbers relate to are lost. From his subsequent 

Service number, 293008, it can be deduced that this would have been given in 1917. He is 

shown as enlisting in the 6th Battalion of the Black Watch, which was a Territorial Unit 

The 6th Battalion had landed in France on the 2nd May 1915. During 1915 they had 

been engaged in Trench warfare at: _ Festubert, Le Touret, Fauquissart, La Boisselle, 

Authuille and Ovilliers during May to December. 

Trench warfare continued during January to July 1916 at: Maricourt, Maison 

Blanche, 1euville St. Vaast and Maroeuil. 

The Battle of Bazentin Ridge (High Wood) involved the 6th on the 22nd July. 

Immediately afterwards, they were involved in the Battle of Pozieres Ridge on the 30th -31st 

July. Activity then reverted to Trench warfare between August and 1ovember at Houplines, 

Armentieres Sector, Hebuterne and Beaumont Hamel. This led to the Battle of Beaumont 

Hamel on the 13th -14th 1ovember. The year ended with 1ovember and December devoted 

to Trench warfare at Aveluy and Pys. 

January through April 1917 was continued Trench warfare at Pys, Ecurie, Rolincourt 

and Fampoux. The 6th were then involved in the First Battle of Scarpe (Ecurie) on 9th April 

and the Second Battle of Scarpe (Rouex) on the 23rd- 24th April. Trench warfare was their 

lot through April - July at :- Rouex, Chemical Works, Ypres and Lancashire Farm. 

The 6th were involved in the Battle of Picklem Ridge (Steenbeck) on the 31st July and 

1st August. They then reverted to Trench warfare again through August - 1ovember :- Ypres, 

Langemarck, Canal Bank, and Cherisy. This was followed on 20th -21st 1ovember with the 

Battle of Cambrai (Grand Ravine and Flesquieres). The balance of the year, they were in the 

Line involved in the usual Trench warfare at Longueval and Louveral. 
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Highland Territorials jumping a German trench when attacking on the Cambrai front.         

(C) IWM Q 6278 

January - March 1918 was devoted to Trench warfare at Louveral and Pronville. The 

6th were then involved in the 1st Battle of Baupaume (Beaumetz, Rancourt) on the 21st-25th 

March. Followed by the Battle of The Lys (Battle of Estaires) on 9th April. 

The circumstances of Edward's death are not clear. It is possible he was  captured in 

one of the many actions the Black Watch distinguished themselves in, either in 1917 or more 

probably during the German offensive in early 1918. He probably then succumbed to 

wounds, as the graveyard contains many POWs and was next to a German hospital (2).  

The 6th Battalion was severely mauled in the German offensive starting March 18th 

1918 at Arras.  Both the 6th Battalion and 7th were similarly hard pressed at Cambrai  

 

 David earned the  1914-15 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  

He is commemorated in Denain in France, on the Memorial of Colchester Royal Grammar 

School and on the War Memorial in Colchester Town Hall. He is also listed on the Black 

Watch Memorial at Edinburgh Castle.  
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At the Scottish National War Museum are a series of memorial panels devoted to each 

Scottish Regiment including, The Black Watch. The Black Watch Memorial is in the Hall of 

Honour looking west. 

 

David is buried in DENAIN COMMUNAL CEMETERY, NORD, FRANCE in grave D 56 

notes :-(1)The "Soldiers Died in the Great War, part 46 The Black Watch page 40 

column 1 shows the 6th Battalion, though the CWG show the 4th Battalion. However, no 

other evidence for the 4th can be found. His records are not held at the PRO at Kew.  

Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. www.cwgc.org/     

regarding his grave. 

Information on the 6th Battalion is from "A History of the Black Watch in the Great War” by 

E.A.G.Wauchope London Medici Society 1925-26 3 volumes on the Chronology of the 6th, 

from volume II pages 234-5. This material was kindly researched by the Black Watch 

Museum. 

(2). since the location was close to the Front, it suggests he had only recently been captured, 

otherwise presumably he would have been shipped to a camp back in Germany. The pictures 

of the war are from "The Great War - The Standard History of the all- Europe conflict"    The 

picture of Abberton Manor is from a post 
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  AR	ALL Charles Private  245070 2nd Battalion., London Regiment 

(Royal Fusiliers) formerly 1st Battalion., London Regiment (First Surrey Rifles) Killed in 

action Thursday 21 March 1918 . Age 35 . 

He was the husband of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, London. 

Ivy was the sister of Oswald Theobald, who served with the Royal Engineers and died of his 

wounds in 1919. Charles had been born in Islington in London and is shown in the 

1901census as still living there and working as a Draper's Clerk as an 18 year old.. Ivy Ethel 

Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the 29th June 1884 and as a child 

lived in number 2 Pump Row in Layer Road near the Post Office. These houses are now 

known as "Moss Cottages". Her mother was Eliza and her father, James Edward, a 

cordwainer.   Ivy and Charles had three children, Charles "Sonny" Arnall, Dorothy and May.  

The 2nd London Regiment had its Drill Hall in Tufton Street, Westminster. In August 

1914 it was part of the 1st London Division, and was guarding railway lines near 

Southampton when war broke out. Like the other Royal Fusilier battalions of the London 

Regiment it was posted to the Malta Garrison in September 1914, and was now the 1/2nd 

Battalion. The 2/2nd and 3/3rd Battalions had been formed in England. The 1/2nd then came 

to the Western Front via Marseilles in January 1915 and joined 17th Brigade, 6th Division. 

This was a regular army division and was at this time in the line east of Armentières. The 

1/2nd Londons remained here until June 1915, and then moved to the Ypres Salient, serving 

at Hooge, Sanctuary Wood and Zillebeke. In October it became part of 24th Division on the 

Messines Ridge, then moved to the newly formed 56th (1st London) Division near Loos, 

becoming part of 169th Brigade in February 1916. 

His death coincided with the major German offensive, "Operation Michael" when at 

4.40am on the 21st March it opened with a shattering artillery barrage from over 6000 guns 

and a further 3500 mortars. At 9am the German infantry comprising 62 Divisions attacked 

the much smaller British 3rd & 5th Armies, whose own artillery was largely neutralised by 

the Germans use of gas. 
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He was entitled to the 1914-1920 British War Medal & 1914- 1919 Victory Medal 

 

CHAUNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY BRITISH EXTENSION Aisne, France  

 

HUSK Frederick John He was a Second Lieutenant serving with the 301st Siege Battery., 

4th Brigade, Royal Garrison Artillery. He was mentioned in Despatches. He died aged 26 of 

wounds on the 21 March 1918. 

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. F. Husk, of 83, St. Alban's Avenue, Bedford 

Park, Chiswick, London; husband of Florence Ivy Myall Husk, of Burgess Villa, Tollesbury. 

In 1901 census he is shown as born & living at Dover. He went overseas to France 9
th
 

October 1916. 

The heavy artillery was manned by units of the Royal Garrison Artillery. In 1914 it 

consisted of one four-gun battery of 60-pounder guns per infantry Division. The Regular 

Army and Indian Army Divisions which moved to the Western Front after September 1914 

were equipped with obsolescent 4.7-inch guns. During the war, the heavy artillery was 

massively expanded and ultimately became a war-winning factor. 

The Batteries were usually clustered into formations known variously as RGA 

Brigades or Heavy Artillery Groups 
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He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

{London Gazette   2nd Lieutenant F. J. Husk is Mentioned in Despatches  died 7th July 

1919} 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 10. POZIERES MEMORIAL, 

Somme, France 

 

BALDWI	 Alfred George. He served as a Private in the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 

Regiment) 9th Battalion. 52nd Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. Age: 19. He was wounded 

& missing presumed dead: 24/03/1918 Service 	o: 25386  

Alfred was the son of Alfred and Emily Baldwin, of Mersea Rd., Peldon. Prior to 

serving in the Duke of Wellington's Regiment he had originally joined the Suffolk Regiment 

with service number 45725 as a private. It was not uncommon for men to be taken from 

training battalions to serve in other regiments to make good losses. This was particularly true 

of those pronounced fit after recovering from wounds or illness. His record lists his residence 

as Kemps Farm, Peldon. He was18 when he joined on the 19
th
 August 1916. He had a Chest 

34 ½ inches was 5foot 5 ½ inches tall & weighed 125 lbs. 
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On joining he was in the reserve 20/8/1916, mobilised 26/3/1917 France 13/9/1917 

served 3
rd
 battalion Suffolk Regiment 23/6/1917. He had been home from the 26/3/1917 

returning to France 12/9/1917 & was posted to   12
th
 Battalion Suffolks  15/9/1917.  He was 

then transferred to the Duke of Wellington’s 9
th
 battalion on the 21/9/1917. 

 The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Halifax, September 1914, as part of 

K2.  As of September 1914 it was attached to 52nd Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. 

However his medal card shows that he had started with the Suffolk Regiment as a private 

service number 45725 7 then been rebadged to the West Riding Regiment possibly after 

recovering from wounds. 

 

He was entitled to the 1914-1920 British War Medal; 1914- 1919 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Bay 6. Memorial: ARRAS MEMORIAL 

 

THOMSO	, James. He served as a Private number G/48138 with the 4th. Battalion of the 

ROYAL FUSILIERS:  9th Brigade, 3rd Division. He was killed in action on Thursday, 28th 

March 1918. Aged 27 

James was the son of James Thomson, of Butler's Farm. This farm straddled the 

Parish Boundary between Peldon and Abberton and James is included on the War Memorial 

tablet on the wall of the Church at Peldon. The Thomsons originally came from Scotland and 

left after the War, when the farm was ultimately flooded when Abberton reservoir was 

created. James younger brother, David married Hilda Hayhoe in Saint Andrew's, Abberton 

10th November 1937. At the time, he had taken over the farm as their father had died. David 

ultimately died from Wiel's disease. 

The 4th battalion were at Parkhurst on the Isle of Wight in August 1914 just before 

war broke out. They were part of 9th Brigade, 3rd Division. James enlisted at Warley near 

Brentwood. His medal entitlement does not show the date of entry into France but it can be 

inferred that it was probably 1916 at the earliest. 

James death coincides with the 1st Battle of Arras on the 28th  March, when during 

the Kaiserschlact the 9th brigade including the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers were used to try 

and block the German advance. 

The following are extracts from the Battalion's War Diary for this period:- 

"1918 25th March     Small bombing attack on one of our front line posts was driven off by 

"W" Company. One enemy killed and one captured (severely wounded) 
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26th     Our front and support lines were shelled intermittently: -    2/Lieutenant W. H. 

Penrose killed. 

27th        Relieved by the 1st 1orthumberland Fusiliers - Relief complete by midnight - "Y" 

and "Z" Companies moved back into Green Line. "Y" Company on the right; "W" in support 

to Green Line 500 yards behind it and "X" Company moved back to 1orthumberland Lines 

with Head Quarters. 2/Lieutenant G. T. 1ichols wounded. 

28th        About 3 a.m. the Battalion was shelled out of Billets, about 8.30 a.m. "X" Company 

ordered up in support to Green Line - About 9 a. m. Head Quarters was ordered up to 

support of Green Line and Head Quarters was established in trench near Arras - Bapaume 

Road. About 9.00 a. m.  "Z" Company under command of Captain A. J. Lord M. C. moved 

forward from Green Line to support of 1st system and came under command of 1st 1. 

Fusiliers. At 9.40 "X" Company was ordered forward into Green Line to occupy position 

vacated by "Z" Company. By the time "Z" Company reached the support line of 1st system, 

the enemy was attacking it heavily , the Brigades on both flanks of the 9th Brigade had given 

way - Captain A. J. Lord M. C.  formed a left defensive flank for the 9th Brigade - the 

remainder of 1st 1. Fusiliers, 13th Kings and our "Z" Company held this line until about 5 p. 

m. When the line was no longer tenable they successfully withdrew through the Green Line 

and reorganized. The Green Line and 1EUVILLE VITASSE SWITCH now became the front 

line.  

Before withdrawal through the Green Line one platoon of "W" had been ordered up 

on the right flank of Battalion and a second platoon on the left of Battalion. About 7 p. m. the 

enemy began to enter 1EUVILLE VITASSE - 76th Brigade had apparently withdrawn on our 

left flank leaving it unprotected. The remaining two platoons of "W" Company were then 

ordered up on the left flank to try and fill the gap between our Battalion and 76th Brigade 

These two platoons were too late, because the enemy had already entered the village - "Z" 

Company although having already had a hard fight with 1st 1. Fusiliers and 13th King's and 

having covered the withdrawal of the remaining positions of these two Battalions, was 

ordered to form a defensive flank west of 1EUVILLE VITASSE between our Battalion and 

76th Infantry Brigade - this Company formed the flank in a line of shell holes and closed the 

gap made on our left by the withdrawal to the Green Line of the 76th Brigade. 

2/Lieutenant L. W. LAMBERT missing believed killed, Lieutenant J. E. FRE1CH M. C. 

wounded Lieutenant A. S. STEPHE1S, 2/Lieutenants W. ECKLEY, 1. O. SIDDELEY and H. 

W. BAKER wounded." 

The other ranks casualties are not mentioned but must have been heavy. One of those 

lost was James, whose body was never found.  

 

He was entitled to the 1914-1920 British War Medal; 1914- 1919 Victory Medal 
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There is a Memorial in Peldon Church and ARRAS MEMORIAL, Pas de Calais, France 

Reference/ Panel Number: Bay 3 

 

 HULL Leonard Charles Rifleman Rifle Brigade  ( The Princess Consort's Own) 1st 

Battalion. 11th Brigade, 4th Division Age: 26 Died of wounds: 30/03/1918 Service No: 

S/9174  

He was the son of Charles Edward Hull, of Tudwick, Tiptree, Essex. The 1901 census 

shows Leonard Hull aged 4 born & residing at Tolleshunt Knights  His father was aged 31 

working as an Agricultural labourer  born Kelvedon & his mother, Elizabeth aged 34 born at 

Witham.  Brother Henry was aged 8 & sister May aged 6 were born at Messing. While 

Leonard aged 4 & his sister Maude aged 2 were born at Tolleshunt Knights. He joined up at 

the age of 19 years & 181 days on the 23rd March 1915. At that time his mother had died & 

he had a stepmother Alice His height was 5 foot 1 inch & his chest measurement 33 inches.  

He was posted overseas on the 1st April 1916. On the 1st September 1916 he was 

treated for "shell shock" & gunshot wound to his forearm. He returned to the front on 11
th
 

December 1917. He died of wounds:- gunshot penetrating wounds to head, neck & leg. He 

died at the 42nd Clearance station. 
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1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal & the Silver War 

badge. This was issued to men, who were wounded to minimize harassment from ladies, who 

gave out white feathers ( a sign of cowardice) to men not in uniform. 

 

: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: III. D. 39. Cemetery: AUBIGNY 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

Last attack of the Kaiserschlact July 15th 

There were four separate German attacks, codenamed Michael, Georgette, Gneisenau, 

and Blücher-Yorck. They were initially intended to draw forces away from the Channel ports 

that were essential for British supply and then attack the ports and other lines of 

communication. The planning process, however, diluted the strategy. 

The final offensive launched by Ludendorff on July 15 was a renewed attempt to draw 

Allied reserves south from Flanders, and to expand the salient created by Blücher-Yorck 

eastwards. An attack east of Rheims was thwarted by the French defence in depth. Although 

German troops southwest of Rheims succeeded in crossing the River Marne, the French 

launched a major offensive of their own on the west side of the salient on July 18, threatening 

to cut off the Germans in the salient. Although Ludendorff was able to hold off this attack 

and successfully evacuate the salient, the initiative had clearly passed to the Allies, who were 

shortly to begin the Hundred Days Offensive which effectively ended the war 

 

PRIOR,  Harold Walter. He was a Private : Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) : 

1st Battalion. Age: 18 Date of Death: 29/07/1918 Service No: G/29714  

He was the son of Walter and Annie Prior, of Tolleshunt Major, Essex. Enlisted 

Warley born Tolleshunt Major resident Messing. He died of wounds.  

In 1917 the battalion moved with the 13th Brigade 5th Division to Italy 29.11.17 - 

6.12.17. Returned to France April 1918  
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He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

His name is on the Messing Village Memorial Commonwealth War Dead Gravel Reference: 

III. J. 16.Cemetery: AIRE COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

THE HU	DRED DAYS OFFE	SIVE 

 

THE BATTLE OF AMIE	S  8
TH

 August 

 

The artillery prepared with minimum registration, and laid down a fearsome creeping 

barrage. The assaulting infantry was deployed in great depth. Leading battalions were 

arrayed into 5 waves; the first guided the tanks and moved in two lines 30 yards apart. The 

leading units were supposed to stay close to the barrage, but the fog and smoke was so thick 

that in many places men could not see, only hear, the shell explosions. The second, third and 

fourth moved in single file, in small sections each thirty to sixty yards apart. Machine-guns, 

trench mortars and signals parties went with the fourth wave. At first they would follow 

tapes, laid out the night before, leading up to less than 300 yards from the front enemy 

positions. Behind came battalions in larger groups, disposed in a diamond, mopping up 

stragglers, neutralising strong points and taking prisoners into captivity. The total British 

casualties amounted to just over 22,200 of all ranks, killed, wounded and missing. 



 

 

 

 MATHER
Battalion.12th Division Killed in action

28 years 

The 1901 Census shows :

8  Horace Mather 9, Harold Mather 10,

Joseph Mather 14 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth & living in Fingringhoe. The fa

Shipyard Labourer Joseph Mather 41 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth Essex living in 

Fingringhoe  & working as a Ship Caulker. The mother was Annie Mather 37 born at 

Wivenhoe living at Fingringhoe.

He was the son of Mr and Mrs J. Mather & lived in Fingringhoe & enlisted at Colchester. 

Prior to enlisting, he had worked for Mr Roper at South Green Farm, Fingringhoe.

It is believed Albert  was originally in the 8th (Cyclist ) Battalion Essex Regiment 

The 8th Battalion were still in the UK when he transferred to the 9th, which was part of 12th 

Division. This was one of the first New Army divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was 

assembled around Colchester (with the divisional artillery at Shorncliffe) 

1914. Divisional training was completed near Aldershot from February 1915, and the 

Division moved to France on 29 May 
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MATHER Albert Charles. Corporal: Essex Regiment 9th 

Killed in action   Date of Death: 10/08/1918 Service No: 43576 age

The 1901 Census shows :- Clifford Mather 1 , Elsie Mather 3, William Mather 

Horace Mather 9, Harold Mather 10,  Albert Mather 11, born & living in Fingringhoe. 

Joseph Mather 14 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth & living in Fingringhoe. The fa

Shipyard Labourer Joseph Mather 41 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth Essex living in 

& working as a Ship Caulker. The mother was Annie Mather 37 born at 

Wivenhoe living at Fingringhoe. Another daughter, Annie was born later.   

 

Mrs J. Mather & lived in Fingringhoe & enlisted at Colchester. 

Prior to enlisting, he had worked for Mr Roper at South Green Farm, Fingringhoe.

was originally in the 8th (Cyclist ) Battalion Essex Regiment 

8th Battalion were still in the UK when he transferred to the 9th, which was part of 12th 

Division. This was one of the first New Army divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was 

assembled around Colchester (with the divisional artillery at Shorncliffe) from late August 

1914. Divisional training was completed near Aldershot from February 1915, and the 

Division moved to France on 29 May - 4 June 1915. 

: Essex Regiment 9th 

Date of Death: 10/08/1918 Service No: 43576 aged 

Clifford Mather 1 , Elsie Mather 3, William Mather 

Albert Mather 11, born & living in Fingringhoe. 

Joseph Mather 14 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth & living in Fingringhoe. The father was 

Shipyard Labourer Joseph Mather 41 born in Norfolk at Great Yarmouth Essex living in 

& working as a Ship Caulker. The mother was Annie Mather 37 born at 

 

Mrs J. Mather & lived in Fingringhoe & enlisted at Colchester. 

Prior to enlisting, he had worked for Mr Roper at South Green Farm, Fingringhoe.   

was originally in the 8th (Cyclist ) Battalion Essex Regiment 

8th Battalion were still in the UK when he transferred to the 9th, which was part of 12th 

Division. This was one of the first New Army divisions to be formed, as part of K1. It was 

from late August 

1914. Divisional training was completed near Aldershot from February 1915, and the 
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The Division served with distinction on the Western Front throughout the war. The 

Battle of Loos, and subsequent Action of Hohenzollern Redoubt The Division lost it's Officer 

Commanding, Major-General F.D.V. Wing CB, killed in action on 2 October 1915 during its 

first battle.  

 It is believed Albert served about 2 years before being killed, probably reaching the 

front during the Somme campaign. His Division was subsequently involved in :- The Battle 

of Albert (first phase of the Battle of the Somme 1916) The Battle of Pozieres (third phase of 

the Battle of the Somme 1916) The Battle of Le Transloy (eighth phase of the Battle of the 

Somme 1916) The First Battle of the Scarpe (first phase of the Arras Offensive) The Battle of 

Arleux (third phase of the Arras Offensive) The Third Battle of the Scarpe (fourth phase of 

the Arras Offensive) The latter action included the Division's role in the capture of Roeux, 

the Battle of Cambrai. The First Battle of Bapaume (second phase of the First Battles of the 

Somme 1918) The First Battle of Arras, 1918 (fourth phase of the First Battles of the Somme 

1918) The Battle of Amiens .Albert was killed during this last battle.  

 

Albert was entitled to British War and Allied Victory Medals, National Archives file 

ref: WO329/1378  

 

Cemetery: Grave Reference: VI. E. 4. BEACON CEMETERY, SAILLY-

LAURETTE     OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Andrew's Fingringhoe & the Methodist Chapel Fingringhoe 

In the First World War brother Joseph served in the Royal Navy on H. M. S. 

Laertes HMS Laertes was stationed in the 3rd Destroyer Flotilla based at Harwich. In the 

Battle of Heligoland Bight on the 28 August 1914 during the final stages :-"The German 

cruiser Mainz was heading into the path of the Harwich Force and  her steering had been 

damaged by  HMS Fearless. Destroyers then pummelled the damaged German cruiser, 

although she did manage to damage HMS Laurel, Liberty and Laertes to varying degrees. 

Mainz was hit many times before the British ceased fire at 1225 in order to rescue survivors 
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from the ship that sank about forty minutes later. ". HMS Laertes was transferred to escort 

duties after 1917. Finally she was sold for breaking in December 1921.  

  

Joseph is shown below with brother Clifford. Clifford shown below joined the Navy 

post war. Another brother, William served as a private 31191 with the Bedfordshire 

Regiment & was wounded. His Medal Card shows him listed as Willie Mather.  

   

 Joseph 15 April 1917 &Clifford  Joseph   Harold 

Albert's brother Harold (service number 13762) was a gunner in the Royal Garrison 

Artillery. His brother Horace joined the Northamptonshire Regiment in 1911 with service 

number 9181. He was promoted to sergeant and was wounded in France. Horace served 9 

years and 2 months and was later re-badged as a sergeant in the Norfolk Regiment , service 

number 21982. He was discharged as being unfit for military service. In World War 2 Horace 

served in the Leicester Home Guard. 

Battle of Albert (first phase of the Second Battles of the Somme 1918) 

Under the command of III Corps and on the left flank of this Corps front along the 

River Ancre, the Division generally played only a holding role on 8 August 1918 when 

Fourth Army made its great attack. However, German withdrawal from the Ancre and from 
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Dernancourt being observed before the attack took place, 35 Brigade - on the Division's right 

- became involved. The 7/1orfolk and 9/Essex advanced to their objectives, consolidating a 

new line from the west of Morlancourt to the Ancre, but the Cambridgeshires on the right 

were held up by heavy fire from the Sailly Laurette road. The battalion renewed its attack 

later in the day, assisted by a tank, and achieved its objectives, capturing 316 enemy, 14 

machine guns and 10 mortars. 37 Brigade took up this attack later on 9 August and 

succeeded in further captures. By the evening of 10 August the old Amiens defence line had 

been recaptured: in all the Division had by now advanced almost two miles. After a brief rest, 

the Division attacked again on 22 August, pushing right across the wilderness of the old 

Somme battlefield, capturing Meaulte, Mametz, Carnoy, Hardecourt and Faviere Wood, 

which was reached after a week's continuous fighting. The Division had made an advance of 

another 15000 yards. It was relieved on 30 August by 47th (London) Division and moved 

back to the Carnoy-Briqueterie area. Reference http://www.1914-1918.net/12div.htm 

 

 

WATLI	G, Stanley.  He served as a Private:  The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 

Regiment)  6th Battalion. (formerly service number 37017 East Surrey Regiment) Age: 

18 Killed in action: 10/08/1918 Service No: G/69432  

He was the son of William and Catherine Anne Watling, of The Rookery, Great 

Totham, Maldon, Essex. He was born in Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He resided in Maldon and 

enlisted at Chelmsford according to his medal card. Prior service with the East Surrey 

Regiment was in the UK prior to being re-badged to the Queen's Regiment on going to 

France & Flanders.  

The 6th (Service) Battalion had been formed at Guildford in August 1914 as part of 

K1.  In August 1914 it had been: attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. He was 

killed in Action during the Battle of Albert (first phase of the Second Battles of the Somme 

1918) 

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: A. 7.MORLANCOURT BRITISH 

CEMETERY No.2 

 

SOUTH Sidney. He served as a Private in the Border Regiment with the 1st/5th Battalion 

97th Brigade, 32nd Division     (formerly. number 6212 Essex Regiment) Age: 20 Date of 

Death: 14/08/1918: Service No: 241987   

He was the son of William South, of Station Rd., Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Witham, Essex. 

He was born & a resident of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, enlisted Warley. Died of wounds  

It would appear that he had been wounded while serving with the Essex Regiment and 

on his recovery had been re-badged to make up the numbers in the 1/5th battalion the Border 

Regiment. The1/5th (Cumberland) Battalion: 12 February 1918: transferred as Pioneer 

Battalion to 66th Division.  On the 7 May 1918 : transferred to 97th Brigade, 32nd Division 

The last major battle involving this Division prior to his death was the Second Battle of 

Bapaume - 31st August - 3rd September 1918  

  

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: R. II. C. 9.Cemetery: ST. SEVER 

CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN  

 

 KI	G, John Felix. He served as a Private with the Durham Light 

Infantry in the 1/8th Battalion.  Age: 26,     Died in Captivity    Date of Death: 22/08/1918 

Service No: 85557 Formerly Number 1615 5th Battalion Essex Regiment & with the Royal 

Engineers 222493  

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John B. King, of 2, Harrington Cottages, Rowhedge.. 

He appears in a group photo of Rowhedge Shipwrights working on H. M. S. Ganges in 

1911. He enlisted at Wivenhoe. His four figure Essex number is characteristic of a Territorial 

enlistment, he was shown in the Herald in  the 5th Battalion in 1914,  which was a local 

unit. An officer's note book ER1614 records: 10/09/1915 had proficiency pay for 15 days 

Territorial Force  Camp at Shorncliffe in 1912 and had got 1 year's mobilised service . 

14/09/1915 was sick (at Gallipoli). He was, at this time, in 14 Platoon, W Company 1/5th 

1/5th Battalion August 1914: in Chelmsford. Part of Essex Brigade, East Anglian 

Division. May 1915 : formation became 161st Brigade, 54th Division.  In July 1915 : 

embarked at Liverpool, for Mudros 10 August 1915 : landed at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli  & 

stayed there until December 1915 : The Division was withdrawn from Gallipoli, moved to 

Egypt, and eventually into Palestine It appears John was drafted home probably through 

sickness  and when fit sent to Flanders where he was rebadged. There were 44 transferees 



 

 

 

from the Essex to the Durham Light Infantry.

Rouxmesnil, 2 miles from Dieppe, on 18 July 1918, entrained for Rouen on 15 August 1918 

and on 16 August was at Bruyeres camp on the South

entry in the time-line records the battalion's disbandment at Dieppe in November 1918. 

His medals are displayed on the wall of the Rowhedge branch of the Royal British 

Legion along with his Memorial Plaque & his father's medals. His father held the Merchant 

Marine Medal, 1914-19 War Medal & the RNR Long Service & Good Conduct Medal.

John held the 1914-15 Star the 1914

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: II. O. 7.GLAGEON COMMUNAL 

CEMETERY EXTENSION There is an inscription on his parents' grave at East Donyland 

;"John F. King his son, died POW August 22nd 1918 aged 26 buried Glageon Cemetery 

France" 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

m Light Infantry. The 8th Battalion DLI moved to a camp at 

Rouxmesnil, 2 miles from Dieppe, on 18 July 1918, entrained for Rouen on 15 August 1918 

and on 16 August was at Bruyeres camp on the South-east of Rouen on 16 August. The next 

e records the battalion's disbandment at Dieppe in November 1918. 

His medals are displayed on the wall of the Rowhedge branch of the Royal British 

Legion along with his Memorial Plaque & his father's medals. His father held the Merchant 

19 War Medal & the RNR Long Service & Good Conduct Medal.

 

the 1914-19 War Medal & the Victory Medal. Also shown in the 

case is his Memorial Plaque. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: II. O. 7.GLAGEON COMMUNAL 

There is an inscription on his parents' grave at East Donyland 

John F. King his son, died POW August 22nd 1918 aged 26 buried Glageon Cemetery 

The 8th Battalion DLI moved to a camp at 

Rouxmesnil, 2 miles from Dieppe, on 18 July 1918, entrained for Rouen on 15 August 1918 

east of Rouen on 16 August. The next 

e records the battalion's disbandment at Dieppe in November 1918.  

 

His medals are displayed on the wall of the Rowhedge branch of the Royal British 

Legion along with his Memorial Plaque & his father's medals. His father held the Merchant 

19 War Medal & the RNR Long Service & Good Conduct Medal. 

19 War Medal & the Victory Medal. Also shown in the 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: II. O. 7.GLAGEON COMMUNAL 

There is an inscription on his parents' grave at East Donyland 

John F. King his son, died POW August 22nd 1918 aged 26 buried Glageon Cemetery 



 

 

 

The Advance in Picardy: 

- The Second Battles of the Somme, 1918 

APPLETO	, Sydney, He served as a

Battalion.  He was killed on the

Tolleshunt enlisted Hull resident Tolleshunt D'Arcy.

On the 27 August, 1918 that Private Appleton formed up in St. Leger Wood with 

other members of the 2nd Coldstream. In hot pursuit of the enemy, the men had recently 

taken part in the fierce fighting around Bapaume, and were now about to play t

"Battle of the Scarpe". In his history of the Guards Division, Cuthbert Headlam, DSO, 

records how the Battalion`s task that day was 

"....a particular arduous one. 

interfered with the movements of the troops as they advanced through the wood. Attacking 

eastwards at 7 am, the Coldstream were soon checked by heavy and deadly machine gun fire 

and little progress could be made."

Turning now to the War Diary of 1st Guards Brigade, we learn that at a

the enemy then counter-attacked from roads south of Croisilles and subsequently forced a 

withdrawal. Other sources note fierce hand

casualties among the 2nd Coldstream for 27 August are recorded as 

killed or wounded. Reference http://www.hellfire

Sydney was killed in action at this time..

Sydney was awarded the British War M

1914-1915 Star effective 1st October 1915.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The Second Battles of the Somme, 1918 - 21st August - 3rd September 1918

 

He served as a Private in the Coldstream Guards with the

He was killed on the 27/08/1918  His service number was No: 12816 

Tolleshunt enlisted Hull resident Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He went to France 7
th
 

On the 27 August, 1918 that Private Appleton formed up in St. Leger Wood with 

other members of the 2nd Coldstream. In hot pursuit of the enemy, the men had recently 

taken part in the fierce fighting around Bapaume, and were now about to play t

"Battle of the Scarpe". In his history of the Guards Division, Cuthbert Headlam, DSO, 

records how the Battalion`s task that day was  

..a particular arduous one. The thick undergrowth and fallen trees greatly 

s of the troops as they advanced through the wood. Attacking 

eastwards at 7 am, the Coldstream were soon checked by heavy and deadly machine gun fire 

and little progress could be made." 

Turning now to the War Diary of 1st Guards Brigade, we learn that at a

attacked from roads south of Croisilles and subsequently forced a 

withdrawal. Other sources note fierce hand-to-hand fighting in and around the wood. Total 

casualties among the 2nd Coldstream for 27 August are recorded as three hund

http://www.hellfire-corner.demon.co.uk/Westlake24.htm

ction at this time.. 

 

the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned the 

1915 Star effective 1st October 1915. 

mber 1918 

with the 2nd 

No: 12816 He was born 

 April 1915. 

On the 27 August, 1918 that Private Appleton formed up in St. Leger Wood with 

other members of the 2nd Coldstream. In hot pursuit of the enemy, the men had recently 

taken part in the fierce fighting around Bapaume, and were now about to play their part in the 

"Battle of the Scarpe". In his history of the Guards Division, Cuthbert Headlam, DSO, 

growth and fallen trees greatly 

s of the troops as they advanced through the wood. Attacking 

eastwards at 7 am, the Coldstream were soon checked by heavy and deadly machine gun fire 

Turning now to the War Diary of 1st Guards Brigade, we learn that at about 10 am 

attacked from roads south of Croisilles and subsequently forced a 

hand fighting in and around the wood. Total 

three hundred and ten 

corner.demon.co.uk/Westlake24.htm 

edal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned the 



 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 3: VIS

BO		ER, Charles Godfrey. 

the 2nd Battalion.  1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division

in action on the 27/08/1918. His service number was

Bonner, of 290, Wellington Rd., Perry Barr 

Bonner aged 17 born in Suffolk little Wenham

tailor. 

“The 2nd Battalion was a regular battalion and in August 1914 was

Windsor. It was Part of the 4th (Guards) Brigade, 2nd Division.

was transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division. The Second Battles of the Somme, 

1918 were waged between the 21st August & the

between the 26th and the 30th August 

took part in this encounter. The Brigade attacked over a frontage of over 3,000 yards, but the 

enemy were well prepared with machine

However, a heavy artillery barrage was put down on the enemy position and the remnants of 

the Brigade rushed the German trenches and took them, capturing nearly 100 prisoners. 

During that night and the next day the Brigade pursued the re

mile before they were forced to stop and consolidate their position.

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal 1914
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 3: VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL

 

. He served as a private in the Coldstream Guards serving 

1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division He was aged 34 when he was k

. His service number was 21972 He was the husband of Martha 

290, Wellington Rd., Perry Barr Birmingham. The 1901 census sho

Suffolk little Wenham and living in Essex at Colchester working as a 

was a regular battalion and in August 1914 was

4th (Guards) Brigade, 2nd Division.  On the 20 August 1915

transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division. The Second Battles of the Somme, 

between the 21st August & the 3rd September 1918.  The battle of

30th August 1918 the 2nd Battalion, as part of 1st Guards Brigade, 

took part in this encounter. The Brigade attacked over a frontage of over 3,000 yards, but the 

enemy were well prepared with machine-guns, and despite early successes t

However, a heavy artillery barrage was put down on the enemy position and the remnants of 

the Brigade rushed the German trenches and took them, capturing nearly 100 prisoners. 

During that night and the next day the Brigade pursued the retreating Germans for nearly a 

mile before they were forced to stop and consolidate their position.” 

 

1920 War Medal 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

private in the Coldstream Guards serving with 

He was aged 34 when he was killed 

usband of Martha 

Birmingham. The 1901 census shows Charles G 

and living in Essex at Colchester working as a 

was a regular battalion and in August 1914 was stationed in 

On the 20 August 1915 it 

transferred to 1st Guards Brigade, Guards Division. The Second Battles of the Somme, 

The battle of Scarpe 

he 2nd Battalion, as part of 1st Guards Brigade, 

took part in this encounter. The Brigade attacked over a frontage of over 3,000 yards, but the 

guns, and despite early successes the attack stalled. 

However, a heavy artillery barrage was put down on the enemy position and the remnants of 

the Brigade rushed the German trenches and took them, capturing nearly 100 prisoners. 

treating Germans for nearly a 



 

 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

CROISILLES BRITISH CEMETERY
STEPHEN - GREAT WIGBOROUGH & SAINT NICHOLAS 

 SOUTHGATE

Bedfordshire Regiment serving with the 

originally he served in the Hertfordshire Regiment 

he died of wounds on the 02/09/1918. He 

& shipped home on the 3
rd
 August. He remained in the UK until the 4

was shipped back to France. He was born in Rowhedge.  He 

the son of Emma Southgate, of High St., Rowhedge. In 

as James a master mariner.  

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. A. 24. 

CEMETERY and at THE WIGBOROUGH PARISHES OF SAINT 

GREAT WIGBOROUGH & SAINT NICHOLAS - LITTLE WIGBOROUGH

 

SOUTHGATE, Ernest Alfred, He was a private

serving with the 4th Battalion His service number was 

in the Hertfordshire Regiment with number 9449. He was a

02/09/1918. He had been previously wounded on the 31

August. He remained in the UK until the 4
th
 September when he 

He was born in Rowhedge.  He enlisted at Colchester. He was

the son of Emma Southgate, of High St., Rowhedge. In the 1881 Census, his father is shown 

 

Reference: IV. A. 24. 

THE WIGBOROUGH PARISHES OF SAINT 

LITTLE WIGBOROUGH 

rivate in the 

His service number was 269471 

. He was aged 30 when 

wounded on the 31
st
 July 1917 

September when he 

enlisted at Colchester. He was 

1881 Census, his father is shown 
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They were at that time living at Dark House Lane. Before joining up he was employed as an 

assistant in the Co-operative Society's Stores at Wivenhoe. He joined on the 11th February 

1916. At that time he was 5 foot 4 inches with a 35 inch chest.  Between the 26th Sept 1916 

and the 1st January1917, he was in England.  

4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion in August 1914 was in Bedford. On the 25 July 1916 it 

landed at (Le) Havre. On the 25 July 1916 it was attached to 190th Brigade, 63rd Division, 

which was The Royal 1aval Division. It would appear he died of wounds probably sustained 

in the Second Battles of the Somme, between the 21st August and 3rd September 1918. 

The summary of the action where he was wounded is taken from the War Diary: - 

"The partial failure of the operation was due to the fact that the enemy was expecting the 

attack and caught our men before they could move. A total advance of 150 to 200 yards was 

made by the Brigade. The casualties in the Battalion were: killed, officers: Captain L. C. T. 

Gate and 2nd Lieutenant A. E. Tee. Other ranks: 52. Wounded, officers were Captain J. 

Scott, Lieutenant, C. H. Waring, Lieutenant K. V. R. Gold, 2nd Lieutenant S. A. Glossop, 2nd 

Lieutenant L. C. Bennett, 2nd Lieutenant Ivey and 2nd Lieutenant Radwell. Other ranks 150 

(including Ernest). Missing were other ranks 23. The Battalion was relieved on the 31st at 7 

pm and marched back to Irish Farm. Seven officers came back with the Battalion.” 

 

His service number indicates that he only qualified for the war and victory medals i.e. 

he went overseas after 1/1/1916.  
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He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: R. II. R. 11.ST. SEVER 

CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN 

 

TUR	ER, Henry Charles He served as a Gunner with the Royal Garrison Artillery in the 

301st Siege Battery. He was aged 27 when he was killed in action on the 07/09/1918 His 

service number was 134228. He was the son of Frederick William and Elizabeth Turner & 

husband of Mrs. J. C. Warren (formerly Turner), of 7, Church St., Rowhedge, Colchester. He 

had been born in Bishops Stortford and enlisted at Stratford, as pre-war he lived in Leyton 

“The RGA was responsible for the heavy, large calibre guns and howitzers that were 

positioned some way behind the front line. The 301st Siege Battery was assigned to 4 Brigade 

of the Second Army. Second Army was the most northerly of the British armies in France” 

  

He earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal 



 

 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave: XXIV. B. 23A. 

LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY

RUFFLE Stanley Harold, He served as a

(Yorkshire Regiment) with the 

killed on the 17/09/1918.He was born Tiptree, enlisted Warley and was a resident of 

Tollesbury at the time he joined up

born  & living at Tolleshunt Darcy. When he initially j

with the 9th Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment.

with the West Yorkshire Regiment & when he recovered he was re

Howards to replace men who had been 

He earned the 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave: XXIV. B. 23A. 

LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY 

 

He served as a private in the Alexandra, Princess of Wa

(Yorkshire Regiment) with the 5th Battalion His service number was 35240

He was born Tiptree, enlisted Warley and was a resident of 

at the time he joined up   Though the 1901 Census shows him as a 1 year old 

& living at Tolleshunt Darcy. When he initially joined up he had service number

with the 9th Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment.  It can be inferred he was wounde

with the West Yorkshire Regiment & when he recovered he was re-badged to the Green 

who had been killed. 

. 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave: XXIV. B. 23A. 

Alexandra, Princess of Wales's Own 

35240. Aged 18  he was 

He was born Tiptree, enlisted Warley and was a resident of 

Though the 1901 Census shows him as a 1 year old 

oined up he had service number 34739 

It can be inferred he was wounded 

badged to the Green 

1919 Victory Medal. 
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  He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. K. 12. Cemetery: 

GLAGEON COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 

 

COOK, Arthur. He was a private in the Bedfordshire Regiment with the 2nd Battalion. 

Aged 35 he was killed in action on the 18/09/1918. His service number was 35891 

“In August 191 the 2nd Battalion was in Pretoria, South Africa. The battalion 

returned to England and landed at Southampton on the 19 September 1914.  At this date it 

was attached to 21st Brigade, 7th Division.  On the 19 December 1915 the battalion moved 

with the Brigade to 30th Division, and transferred to 89th Brigade. On the 11 February 1918 

it was again transferred to 90th Brigade, 30th Division. On the 22 May 1918 a further 

transfer to the 54th Brigade, 18th Division. His Battalion had been in action in late August in 

the Battle of Albert & the capture of Combles on the 29th August 1918”  

He appears to have died in the battle to recover ground previously lost the preceding 

March during the Battle of Spehy- Ronssoy on September 18th 1918. The following is an 

extract from the War Diary:- 

“The Battalion remained in huts near Leuze Wood till September 16, when it 

embussed and went to a wood west of Aizecourt-Le-Bas, prior to taking part in the operations 

near Ronssoy in connection with a breaking of the Hindenburg Line.  

At dusk on the 17th the Battalion moved to assembly positions west of Ronssoy. The 

Brigade plan was that the 7th Royal West Kents, who had been attached to our Brigade, were 

to advance eastwards and capture a line roughly two miles ahead. We were to follow, and in 

conjunction with the 24th Welsh Division on the right were to "attack, capture and 

consolidate the southern portion of the village of Ronssoy". The other two battalions of our 

Brigade, as soon as we had got to our objectives, were to form up to right angles to our 

advance and attack northwards. 

At 5.20 a. m. the assault began; in the darkness the 7th Royal West Kents drifted 

slightly to the right, so that our leading companies, who were following in support, became 

involved in the fighting. Captain Gott's company specially distinguished itself by clearing a 

spinney where three machine-guns and 30 prisoners were captured and many killed. From 

here the leading companies were in touch with the enemy, and consequently were somewhat 

exhausted and reduced in strength on arrival at our correct jumping-off line. The Battalion 

attacked in square formation, with C Company on the left and B Company on the right in 

front line, 2nd Tank Battalion, were of the greatest help in the village. .*** 

It was rather hard to count the exact number of prisoners we captured, as many were 

mopped up in conjunction with the 8th East Surrey Regiment, who passed through us at their 

zero hour. But it is estimated that our capture were about 400 Boche, 30 machine guns, 5 

anti-tank rifles and 3 trench mortars. 



 

 

 

Our parapet strength on the 18th (i.e. those who actually took part in the assault) is 

shown as 19 officers and 540 other ranks, and our casualties were 9 officers wounded, and 

among the other ranks 23 killed, 90 wounded and 6 missing**

killed. 

His service number indicates that he only qualified for the war and victory medals i.e. 

he went overseas after 1/1/1916. In fact he is thought to have joined up in 1916.

in Fingringhoe and enlisted at Wa

17, Charles St., Colchester. Before joining up he was employed at the Sanitary Authority's 

yard in Osborne Street. The 1901 C

born in Fingringhoe & living in Colchester, working as an Agricultural Labourer.

shown with a brother Frederick Cook

a Bricklayer's Labourer. Another brother John Walford Cook was killed, while serving in the 

ASC when the troopship Royal Edward

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. A. 13.

SAINTTE EMILIE VALLEY CEMETERY, VILLERS

ROOT Charles, He served as a

Battalion. His service number was 

with the Royal Berkshire Regiment.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Our parapet strength on the 18th (i.e. those who actually took part in the assault) is 

shown as 19 officers and 540 other ranks, and our casualties were 9 officers wounded, and 

among the other ranks 23 killed, 90 wounded and 6 missing*****” Arthur was one of the 23 

 

His service number indicates that he only qualified for the war and victory medals i.e. 

he went overseas after 1/1/1916. In fact he is thought to have joined up in 1916.

nlisted at Warley Barracks. He was the husband of Kate Ellen Cook, of 

17, Charles St., Colchester. Before joining up he was employed at the Sanitary Authority's 

yard in Osborne Street. The 1901 Census for the Cook family shows:- Arthur Cook, aged 18 

& living in Colchester, working as an Agricultural Labourer.

with a brother Frederick Cook aged 20 born Fingringhoe living Colchester working as 

a Bricklayer's Labourer. Another brother John Walford Cook was killed, while serving in the 

Royal Edward was torpedoed in 1915.  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. A. 13.

EMILIE VALLEY CEMETERY, VILLERS-FAUCON  

 

He served as a private in the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)

His service number was 87273. Formerly he served with service number 

Royal Berkshire Regiment. He was killed in action: on the 18/09/1918

Our parapet strength on the 18th (i.e. those who actually took part in the assault) is 

shown as 19 officers and 540 other ranks, and our casualties were 9 officers wounded, and 

Arthur was one of the 23 

His service number indicates that he only qualified for the war and victory medals i.e. 

he went overseas after 1/1/1916. In fact he is thought to have joined up in 1916. He was born 

usband of Kate Ellen Cook, of 

17, Charles St., Colchester. Before joining up he was employed at the Sanitary Authority's 

Arthur Cook, aged 18 

& living in Colchester, working as an Agricultural Labourer. He is 

aged 20 born Fingringhoe living Colchester working as 

a Bricklayer's Labourer. Another brother John Walford Cook was killed, while serving in the 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: IV. A. 13. 

Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) with the 58th 

he served with service number 2913, 

18/09/1918.  



 

 

 

"He joined the 4th battalion Royal Berkshire Regt on 7th September 1914 in 

Chelmsford, service number 87273. The papers show that he was a Territorial and actually 

joined for four years. At time of joining Charles was 19 years old, five foot five inches tall, 

and had a chest measurement of 34 1/2 inches and his physical development wa

as fair, even though he was a farm labourer. 1evertheless he was declared fit. Charles didn’t 

get to the Western Front until 25th April 1917 when he was posted as a member of the 

Machine Gun Corps. What Charles had completed in that period is a

records are incomplete and further research reveals that the 3/4th Regt was not created in 

Chelmsford until March 1915, by which time Charles had been with the Berkshires for six 

months. A little over two weeks later and Charles wa

joined them in the field two days later on the 6th May. The company was part of the 58th 

Division and his first action would have been the Battle of Bullecourt, closely followed by 

actions on the Hindenberg Line later in 

neglected battle of Arras. At this time Charles seemed to be rising up and down the ranks 

from Private to Corporal and vice versa, the company was absorbed into the 58th in March 

1918, as there is a record of Charles having sprained his ankle and ending up in hospital. It 

happens, but in his records dated 5th May, a report had to be made to see whether this had 

been self inflicted. By this time there were many ways that a soldier might try to get away 

from the front, all resulting in some form of report to show that what had happened was 

indeed an accident.  

In August 1918, Charles was home on leave to get married, to Hildagarde Heard, 

from Tollesbury. A month later Charles was dead, he has no known grave an

on the Vis-en-Artois memorial. After the war his wife lived in Acton West London, and from 

papers available she didn’t remarry." reference:

http://www.stock.org.uk/history/ww1/fryerning/charles_and_fred_root.htm

He earned the 1914
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"He joined the 4th battalion Royal Berkshire Regt on 7th September 1914 in 

sford, service number 87273. The papers show that he was a Territorial and actually 

joined for four years. At time of joining Charles was 19 years old, five foot five inches tall, 

and had a chest measurement of 34 1/2 inches and his physical development wa

as fair, even though he was a farm labourer. 1evertheless he was declared fit. Charles didn’t 

get to the Western Front until 25th April 1917 when he was posted as a member of the 

Machine Gun Corps. What Charles had completed in that period is a bit of a mystery as the 

records are incomplete and further research reveals that the 3/4th Regt was not created in 

Chelmsford until March 1915, by which time Charles had been with the Berkshires for six 

months. A little over two weeks later and Charles was posted to the 198th Company, and 

joined them in the field two days later on the 6th May. The company was part of the 58th 

Division and his first action would have been the Battle of Bullecourt, closely followed by 

actions on the Hindenberg Line later in the month. Both actions were part of the now quite 

neglected battle of Arras. At this time Charles seemed to be rising up and down the ranks 

from Private to Corporal and vice versa, the company was absorbed into the 58th in March 

of Charles having sprained his ankle and ending up in hospital. It 

happens, but in his records dated 5th May, a report had to be made to see whether this had 

been self inflicted. By this time there were many ways that a soldier might try to get away 

the front, all resulting in some form of report to show that what had happened was 

In August 1918, Charles was home on leave to get married, to Hildagarde Heard, 

from Tollesbury. A month later Charles was dead, he has no known grave an

Artois memorial. After the war his wife lived in Acton West London, and from 

papers available she didn’t remarry." reference:- 

ock.org.uk/history/ww1/fryerning/charles_and_fred_root.htm

  

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

"He joined the 4th battalion Royal Berkshire Regt on 7th September 1914 in 

sford, service number 87273. The papers show that he was a Territorial and actually 

joined for four years. At time of joining Charles was 19 years old, five foot five inches tall, 

and had a chest measurement of 34 1/2 inches and his physical development was described 

as fair, even though he was a farm labourer. 1evertheless he was declared fit. Charles didn’t 

get to the Western Front until 25th April 1917 when he was posted as a member of the 

bit of a mystery as the 

records are incomplete and further research reveals that the 3/4th Regt was not created in 

Chelmsford until March 1915, by which time Charles had been with the Berkshires for six 

s posted to the 198th Company, and 

joined them in the field two days later on the 6th May. The company was part of the 58th 

Division and his first action would have been the Battle of Bullecourt, closely followed by 

the month. Both actions were part of the now quite 

neglected battle of Arras. At this time Charles seemed to be rising up and down the ranks 

from Private to Corporal and vice versa, the company was absorbed into the 58th in March 

of Charles having sprained his ankle and ending up in hospital. It 

happens, but in his records dated 5th May, a report had to be made to see whether this had 

been self inflicted. By this time there were many ways that a soldier might try to get away 

the front, all resulting in some form of report to show that what had happened was 

In August 1918, Charles was home on leave to get married, to Hildagarde Heard, 

from Tollesbury. A month later Charles was dead, he has no known grave and is remembered 

Artois memorial. After the war his wife lived in Acton West London, and from 

ock.org.uk/history/ww1/fryerning/charles_and_fred_root.htm 

1919 Victory Medal.  

 



 

 

 

He is commemorated on the 

10. VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL

BATTLE OF CA	AL DU 	ORD 

27th September - 1st October 1918

“The British part in the great general attack upon the whole German front was timed 

to begin in the early morning of September 27th. On the evening before a great bombardment 

opened on a thirty-mile front, from a point about t

the Sensee River northwest of Cambrai.

Then in the grey light of early dawn the 4th, 6th, 17th and Canadian Corps, thirteen divisions 

in all, of Byng's Third Army and Horne's First Army advanced on the Cambrai f

the immensely strong Canal du 1ord, swept beyond Bourlon Wood and Fontaine

Dame, the extreme s of our advance in the first battle of Cambrai of 1ovember, 1917, and 

captured Sailly, more than six miles from their starting point, taking o

and 200 guns.” 

 

Prisoners captured in the Battle of the Canal du 	ord in a Cage near Bapaume. 28 

September 1918.

TALBOT David Laurence

Battalion. 76th Brigade, 3rd Division

with number 98048 in the R.F.A.

He was the son of James and Maud M. Talbot, of Hillside, Peldon, He was b

His Medal card shows he originally joined the Northamptonshire Regiment with service 

number 19026 as a Private. He was later rebadged to fill g

Suffolk Regiment. He was also renumbered to 41941at that time. Oth

had also served in the Riyal field artillery with number 98048.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

He is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 

ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

  

1st October 1918 

The British part in the great general attack upon the whole German front was timed 

to begin in the early morning of September 27th. On the evening before a great bombardment 

mile front, from a point about two miles northwest of St: Quentin, as far as 

the Sensee River northwest of Cambrai. 

Then in the grey light of early dawn the 4th, 6th, 17th and Canadian Corps, thirteen divisions 

in all, of Byng's Third Army and Horne's First Army advanced on the Cambrai f

the immensely strong Canal du 1ord, swept beyond Bourlon Wood and Fontaine

Dame, the extreme s of our advance in the first battle of Cambrai of 1ovember, 1917, and 

captured Sailly, more than six miles from their starting point, taking over 10,000 prisoners 

 

Prisoners captured in the Battle of the Canal du 	ord in a Cage near Bapaume. 28 

September 1918. (C) IWM Q 9341 

 

TALBOT David Laurence. He served as a private with the Suffolk Regiment in the

Battalion. 76th Brigade, 3rd Division. His service number was. 41941. Formerly 

R.F.A. He was aged 20 when killed in action: on the 

on of James and Maud M. Talbot, of Hillside, Peldon, He was b

shows he originally joined the Northamptonshire Regiment with service 

Private. He was later rebadged to fill gaps in the 2nd battalion of the 

Suffolk Regiment. He was also renumbered to 41941at that time. Other documents suggest he 

had also served in the Riyal field artillery with number 98048.

Memorial Reference: Panel 

The British part in the great general attack upon the whole German front was timed 

to begin in the early morning of September 27th. On the evening before a great bombardment 

wo miles northwest of St: Quentin, as far as 

Then in the grey light of early dawn the 4th, 6th, 17th and Canadian Corps, thirteen divisions 

in all, of Byng's Third Army and Horne's First Army advanced on the Cambrai front, stormed 

the immensely strong Canal du 1ord, swept beyond Bourlon Wood and Fontaine-1otre-

Dame, the extreme s of our advance in the first battle of Cambrai of 1ovember, 1917, and 

ver 10,000 prisoners 

Prisoners captured in the Battle of the Canal du 	ord in a Cage near Bapaume. 28 

with the Suffolk Regiment in the 2nd 

Formerly he served 

on the 27/09/1918. 

on of James and Maud M. Talbot, of Hillside, Peldon, He was born in Peldon. 

shows he originally joined the Northamptonshire Regiment with service 

aps in the 2nd battalion of the 

er documents suggest he 

had also served in the Riyal field artillery with number 98048.  



 

 

 

“The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Ireland as part of 14th Brigade, 5th 

Division. One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 3rd Division remained on the

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions from the Battle of 

Mons onwards.  On  the 30 September 1914, they were

heavy casualties.  They were reassigned on the 25 October 1914 and were attached to 8th 

Brigade, 3rd Division.  Later on the 22 October 1915 they were attached to 76th Brigade, 

3rd Division.” 

He was killed in action on the opening day of 

He earned the 1914-1920 War Medal: 

 He was buried in the Commo

LOWRIE CEMETERY, HAVRINCOURT

POLLEY, Amos. He served as a 

service number was 40098 He was a

three occasions he had been wounded in France..

of Tolleshunt D'Arcy and born at Tolleshunt Knights. He enlisted at Colchester & was a 

resident of Great Oakley. The 1881 census shows Amos aged 2 living with his parents David 

aged 21 & Mary aged 20. 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Ireland as part of 14th Brigade, 5th 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 3rd Division remained on the

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions from the Battle of 

the 30 September 1914, they were transferred to GHQ after suffering 

They were reassigned on the 25 October 1914 and were attached to 8th 

Later on the 22 October 1915 they were attached to 76th Brigade, 

He was killed in action on the opening day of the Battle of the Canal du Nord

 

1920 War Medal: 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: G. 15. Cemetery: 

LOWRIE CEMETERY, HAVRINCOURT  

 

He served as a private in the Essex Regiment with the 9th Battalion.

He was aged 40 when he died of wounds on the

wounded in France...He was the son of David and Mary

orn at Tolleshunt Knights. He enlisted at Colchester & was a 

resident of Great Oakley. The 1881 census shows Amos aged 2 living with his parents David 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 were in Ireland as part of 14th Brigade, 5th 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 3rd Division remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war. It took part in most of the major actions from the Battle of 

transferred to GHQ after suffering 

They were reassigned on the 25 October 1914 and were attached to 8th 

Later on the 22 October 1915 they were attached to 76th Brigade, 

the Battle of the Canal du Nord. 

 

Reference: G. 15. Cemetery: 

9th Battalion. His 

when he died of wounds on the 28/09/1918. On 

on of David and Mary Polley, 

orn at Tolleshunt Knights. He enlisted at Colchester & was a 

resident of Great Oakley. The 1881 census shows Amos aged 2 living with his parents David 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

“The 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Warley, August 1914, as part of K1. 

August 1914 was attached to the 35th Brigade of the12th (Eastern) Division. He was brought 

home to die. The actions just prior to his death were:-  

The Battle of Albert (first phase of the Second Battles of the Somme 1918)  

Under the command of III Corps and on the left flank of this Corps front along the 

River Ancre, the Division generally played only a holding role on 8 August 1918 when 

Fourth Army made its great attack. However, German withdrawal from the Ancre and from 

Dernancourt being observed before the attack took place, 35 Brigade - on the Division's right 

- became involved. The 7/1orfolk and 9/Essex advanced to their objectives, consolidating a 

new line from the west of Morlancourt to the Ancre, but the Cambridgeshires on the right 

were held up by heavy fire from the Sailly Laurette road. The battalion renewed its attack 

later in the day, assisted by a tank, and achieved its objectives, capturing 316 enemy, 14 

machine guns and 10 mortars. 37 Brigade took up this attack later on 9 August and 

succeeded in further captures. By the evening of 10 August the old Amiens defence line had 

been recaptured: in all the Division had by now advanced almost two miles. After a brief rest, 

the Division attacked again on 22 August, pushing right across the wilderness of the old 

Somme battlefield, capturing Meaulte, Mametz, Carnoy, Hardecourt and Faviere Wood, 

which was reached after a week's continuous fighting. The Division had made an advance of 

another 15000 yards. It was relieved on 30 August by 47th (London) Division and moved 

back to the Carnoy-Briqueterie area 

 On 4-5 September 1918 the Division relieved 18th (Eastern) Division east of the 

Canal du 1ord and just south of Manancourt, for an attack on 1urlu. Formidable wire 

defences and German counter attacks were overcome, 1urlu was taken. The German army 

retreated in haste for several miles, pursued by the Division which reached the line Sorel 

Wood - Lieramont cemetery. The advance was continued early on 8 September, capturing 

Guyencourt although in spite of heavy casualties. The movement halted 1000 yards west of 

Epehy and Pezieres, where the Division was relieved. It was now some 17 miles ahead of 

where the offensive had opened on 8 August. More than 1000 prisoners had been taken, as 

well as 17 artillery pieces and dozens of smaller weapons”. 

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  



 

 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

KNIGHTS (ALL SAINTS) CHURCHYARD              His name is recor

Oakley Memorial 

 CRUMPE	, H

Lancaster Regiment with the 6th Battalion with service number 31833 and 

Northamptonshire Regiment when his service number was 25519. Henry was a

he died of wounds on the 03/10/1918

of Great Totham, Essex; husband of M. Crumpen, of "Westholm," Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

Witham, Essex. Native of Grea

is Bob's grandfather) 

When he enlisted on the 6

Chelmsford. At the time he was 33 years 4 month old and a butcher by trade.  He was 

married to Myra on the 27
th
 June 1909. They had children:

Robert Henry born 17
th
 March1911.

transferred to Reserve the next day remaining at home. On the 5

the colours at Folkestone where he remained until the 28

September 1916 he crossed to Bolougne. He was posted missing on the 1

wounds on the 3
rd 
October 1918. 

“The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Pontefract, 25 August 1914, as part of 

K1.  In August 1914 it was attached to 32nd Brigade, 11th (1orthern) Division. Their final 

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

KNIGHTS (ALL SAINTS) CHURCHYARD              His name is recorded on the Great 

 

CRUMPE	, Henry George. He served as a private in the

the 6th Battalion with service number 31833 and 

when his service number was 25519. Henry was a

03/10/1918  Henry was the son of James and Sarah Ann Crumpen, 

of Great Totham, Essex; husband of M. Crumpen, of "Westholm," Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

Witham, Essex. Native of Great Totham (Picture courtesy of Bob and Sheryl Crumpen, Harry 

When he enlisted on the 6
th
 June 1916, he gave his address as 4 Lower Roman Road 

Chelmsford. At the time he was 33 years 4 month old and a butcher by trade.  He was 

June 1909. They had children:-  Edith May born in 1910 & 

March1911. He had been called up on the 30
th
 November 1915 & 

transferred to Reserve the next day remaining at home. On the 5
th
 June 1916 he was called to 

colours at Folkestone where he remained until the 28
th
 September 1916. On the 29

September 1916 he crossed to Bolougne. He was posted missing on the 1
st
 October & died of 

October 1918.  

The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Pontefract, 25 August 1914, as part of 

In August 1914 it was attached to 32nd Brigade, 11th (1orthern) Division. Their final 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT 

ded on the Great 

private in the York and 

the 6th Battalion with service number 31833 and formerly with the 

when his service number was 25519. Henry was aged 36 when 

Henry was the son of James and Sarah Ann Crumpen, 

of Great Totham, Essex; husband of M. Crumpen, of "Westholm," Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

Picture courtesy of Bob and Sheryl Crumpen, Harry 

June 1916, he gave his address as 4 Lower Roman Road 

Chelmsford. At the time he was 33 years 4 month old and a butcher by trade.  He was 

Edith May born in 1910 & 

November 1915 & 

June 1916 he was called to 

September 1916. On the 29
th
 

October & died of 

The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Pontefract, 25 August 1914, as part of 

In August 1914 it was attached to 32nd Brigade, 11th (1orthern) Division. Their final 



 

 

 

action prior to his death was the Battle of the Canal du 1ord 

1918 “ 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

21.Cemetery: ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY

MORRELL MM Joseph

Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derby Regiment)

killed in action: 03/10/1918 Service No: 200123

He was the son of George Morrell, of Ripley, Derbyshire; husband of Eva Kate 

Morrell, (nee Kate Frost) of Tollesbury

during his time billeted at Tollesbury he met Kate Frost. 

On Sunday mornings a brass band led the procession to a Church Parade Service at 

9.45 am, which always closed with a ro

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

action prior to his death was the Battle of the Canal du 1ord - 27th September 

 

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: LXVIII. G. 

21.Cemetery: ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY 

 

MORRELL MM Joseph.  He served as a Lance Corporal in the 

Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derby Regiment)  1st/5th Battalion. He was aged 

Service No: 200123 Awards: Military Medal  

on of George Morrell, of Ripley, Derbyshire; husband of Eva Kate 

ee Kate Frost) of Tollesbury   He was stationed in Tollesbury in 1915. It was 

during his time billeted at Tollesbury he met Kate Frost.  

On Sunday mornings a brass band led the procession to a Church Parade Service at 

9.45 am, which always closed with a rousing rendering of the National Anthem.

27th September - 1st October 

 

Reference: LXVIII. G. 

Lance Corporal in the Sherwood 

He was aged 25 when 

on of George Morrell, of Ripley, Derbyshire; husband of Eva Kate 

He was stationed in Tollesbury in 1915. It was 

On Sunday mornings a brass band led the procession to a Church Parade Service at 

using rendering of the National Anthem. 



 

 

 

 “The 1/5th Battalion August 1914 were formed in Derby. It was part of the 1otts. & 

Derby Brigade, 1orth Midland Division.

139th Brigade, 46th Division. The Division was

the Territorial Force in 1908. It moved to France 23rd

 He went to France in July 1916 and 

to the Vicar his officer wrote -

always willing and able." He died in the Pursuit to the Selle 

German forces were pushed back

The telegram home to tell them he was off to France.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The 1/5th Battalion August 1914 were formed in Derby. It was part of the 1otts. & 

Derby Brigade, 1orth Midland Division.  On the 12 May 1915 the formation became the 

139th Brigade, 46th Division. The Division was a formation created by the establishment of 

the Territorial Force in 1908. It moved to France 23rd-28th February 1915

He went to France in July 1916 and was killed by a shell on October 3rd.

- "I knew him well. He was a good soldier, brave in action and 

He died in the Pursuit to the Selle - 9th - 12th October 1918 as the 

German forces were pushed back 

The telegram home to tell them he was off to France. 

 

The 1/5th Battalion August 1914 were formed in Derby. It was part of the 1otts. & 

On the 12 May 1915 the formation became the 

a formation created by the establishment of 

28th February 1915”. 

was killed by a shell on October 3rd.  In a letter 

l. He was a good soldier, brave in action and 

12th October 1918 as the 

 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

 

He earned the Military Medal; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal. He 

was posthumously awarded the Military Medal for "conspicuous bravery and gallant conduct 

when in action against the enemy" 

 

The above is an excerpt from the book:- " "C" Company 1/5 Sherwood Foresters in the 

Battles of the 100 days" by C. N. Littleboy. 

  

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: B. 39. Cemetery: 

RAMICOURT BRITISH CEMETERY Aisne,  



 

 

 

 SAYE, A

Artillery with "D" Battery of the 157th Brigade which was a combination of both

Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery

the 05/10/1918 His service number was 216472. He was b

and Sarah Saye, of Great Wigborough 

with the Coldstream Guards in 1916 on the Somme.

Arthur earned the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

He was buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave 

Cemetery: LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

SAYE, Arthur Thomas. He served as a Gunner in the Royal Field 

ttery of the 157th Brigade which was a combination of both

Horse Artillery and Royal Field Artillery guns.  He was aged 20 when he died of wounds on 

His service number was 216472. He was born 28/04/1898, the son of Walter 

of Great Wigborough He enlisted in Colchester. His brother had been killed 

with the Coldstream Guards in 1916 on the Somme. 

  

British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: XXX. A. 5. 

Cemetery: LIJSSENTHOEK MILITARY CEMETERY 

Gunner in the Royal Field 

ttery of the 157th Brigade which was a combination of both Royal 

when he died of wounds on 

orn 28/04/1898, the son of Walter 

His brother had been killed 

British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  

 

Reference: XXX. A. 5. 



 

 

 

APPLETO	, Richard Walter. 

Regiment) in the 6th Battalion.

service number was 25904. He was the s

Farm, Shoeburyness, Essex and a native of Great Wakering. 

enlisted at Chelmsford and was a resident of Southchurch.

"The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Cante

and attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. The Division was involved in the 

Final Advance in Artois. On the night 

Division in the Third Army, taking over 

Leauvette. It became apparent that the enemy was in the process of withdrawing from this 

area, leaving only stubborn outposts. Patrols pushed out and a general advance began 

through Drocourt, Mericourt and Billy

Drocourt-Queant Line was occupied by the Division. The advance had now assumed the 

characteristics of open warfare: the trenches were of the past and this battle became one of 

pursuit, communications and logistic

Lietard, past the Canal de la Haute Deule. By 23 October, the Division was crossing the 

River Scarpe at St Amand and four days later were at the Scheldt Canal. The Division was 

withdrawn for rest on 30 October and as events turned out, had finished its war." reference 

http://www.1914-1918.net/12div.htm

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

alter. He served as a private with the Buffs (East Kent 

6th Battalion. He was aged 19 when killed in action on the 

. He was the son of Ernest and Rose Appleton, of Coachman’s

Farm, Shoeburyness, Essex and a native of Great Wakering. He was born Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

enlisted at Chelmsford and was a resident of Southchurch.  

"The 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at Canterbury in August 1914 as part of K1 

and attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. The Division was involved in the 

On the night of the 6-7 October, the Division relieved 20th (Light) 

Third Army, taking over the front sector between Oppy and Eleu dit 

Leauvette. It became apparent that the enemy was in the process of withdrawing from this 

area, leaving only stubborn outposts. Patrols pushed out and a general advance began 

through Drocourt, Mericourt and Billy-Montigny (east of Lens), in which the strong 

Queant Line was occupied by the Division. The advance had now assumed the 

characteristics of open warfare: the trenches were of the past and this battle became one of 

pursuit, communications and logistics. The advance pushed on through Courcelles, Henin

Lietard, past the Canal de la Haute Deule. By 23 October, the Division was crossing the 

River Scarpe at St Amand and four days later were at the Scheldt Canal. The Division was 

ober and as events turned out, had finished its war." reference 

1918.net/12div.htm”   

  

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

he Buffs (East Kent 

when killed in action on the 08/10/1918  His 

on of Ernest and Rose Appleton, of Coachman’s 

He was born Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 

rbury in August 1914 as part of K1 

and attached to 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. The Division was involved in the 

7 October, the Division relieved 20th (Light) 

the front sector between Oppy and Eleu dit 

Leauvette. It became apparent that the enemy was in the process of withdrawing from this 

area, leaving only stubborn outposts. Patrols pushed out and a general advance began 

ontigny (east of Lens), in which the strong 

Queant Line was occupied by the Division. The advance had now assumed the 

characteristics of open warfare: the trenches were of the past and this battle became one of 

s. The advance pushed on through Courcelles, Henin-

Lietard, past the Canal de la Haute Deule. By 23 October, the Division was crossing the 

River Scarpe at St Amand and four days later were at the Scheldt Canal. The Division was 

ober and as events turned out, had finished its war." reference 

 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VII. A. 8. Cemetery: 

SUCRERIE CEMETERY, ABLAIN-ST. NAZAIRE 

 

HOVER, Lionel Douglas He served as a private (Signaller)  with the Essex Regiment in the 

11th Battalion. He was aged 21 when killed in action on the 28/10/1918. His service number 

was 202173.  

He was the son of Henry Alfred and Beatrice Hover, of 12, Spring Crescent, 

Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Maldon, Essex. He was born at Shoreham. The 1901 Census shows the 

family living at 15 Victoria Street Southwold Suffolk. His father, Henry A. Hover was aged 

34 working as a boatman with H. M. Coastguard. His mother was Beatrice aged 24 born at 

Aldershot & Henry aged 5 and his brother aged 3 were born according to the census at 

Shoeburyness. He enlisted at Chelmsford and his residence at time of joining was 

Goldhanger.  

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal.  

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: I. B. 32. Cemetery: 

ST. SOUPLET BRITISH CEMETERY 



 

 

 

CHALLIS MM, Joseph Alfred

Guards  in the 3rd Battalion.  Age: 27

02/11/1918  Service No: 22783

Amelia Challis, of 42, Cromwell Avenue, Hammersmith. 

D'Arcy according to the CD-Rom "Soldier Died" enlisted Hounslow

him as a 10 year old born at Maldon & living South Wimbledon.

 “The 3rd Battalion at the outbreak of war in August 1914 was in Wellington 

Barracks, London District. The battalion m

Havre on the 19 August 1915, where it was 

Guards Division. He died just after the involvement of the Guards Division in the

the Selle, which was fought between the

a major obstacle; 14 feet wide with banks that were over seven feet deep. The Royal 

Engineers and the 4th (Pioneer) Battalion erected eight infantry bridges in silence. T

attack went in at dawn and the Guards Division crossed the river

His Military Medal was awarded posthumously in the London Gazette 21st January 

1919 citing his home as Chiswick.

Victory Medal 

He is commemorated at the

Wall. 27. J. 13.HAMMERSMITH OLD CEMETERY

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

lfred   He served as a Lance Serjeant with the Grenadier 

Age: 27  Joseph died from pneumonia on the 

Service No: 22783  Awards: MM. He was the husband of Gladys Gertrude 

Amelia Challis, of 42, Cromwell Avenue, Hammersmith. He was born in n Tolleshunt 

Rom "Soldier Died" enlisted Hounslow. The 1901 census shows 

him as a 10 year old born at Maldon & living South Wimbledon. 

at the outbreak of war in August 1914 was in Wellington 

The battalion moved overseas 27 July 1915, landing at (Le) 

, where it was attached to the 2nd Guards Brigade of the 

Guards Division. He died just after the involvement of the Guards Division in the

le, which was fought between the 17
th

 and the- 25th October 1918. The River Selle was 

a major obstacle; 14 feet wide with banks that were over seven feet deep. The Royal 

Engineers and the 4th (Pioneer) Battalion erected eight infantry bridges in silence. T

attack went in at dawn and the Guards Division crossed the river.” 

His Military Medal was awarded posthumously in the London Gazette 21st January 

1919 citing his home as Chiswick. He also earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914

 

s commemorated at the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Screen 

Wall. 27. J. 13.HAMMERSMITH OLD CEMETERY 

Grenadier 

Joseph died from pneumonia on the  

usband of Gladys Gertrude 

n Tolleshunt 

1901 census shows 

at the outbreak of war in August 1914 was in Wellington 

uly 1915, landing at (Le) 

the 2nd Guards Brigade of the 

Guards Division. He died just after the involvement of the Guards Division in the Battle of 

25th October 1918. The River Selle was 

a major obstacle; 14 feet wide with banks that were over seven feet deep. The Royal 

Engineers and the 4th (Pioneer) Battalion erected eight infantry bridges in silence. The 

His Military Medal was awarded posthumously in the London Gazette 21st January 

20 War Medal & 1914-1919 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Screen 



 

 

 

WILLIAMS, Frederick. He served as a

Regiment) in the: 4th Battalion. 

06/11/1918. His service number was 

Suffolk Regiment. He was born in Salcott, enlisted in Colchester and was a resident of 

Salcott. He served in France & Flanders

“The 4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion in August 19

battalion landed at (le) Havre, 6 March 1915. where it was attached to Sirhind Brigade, 

Lahore Division of Indian Army. 10 1ovember 1915 it was transferred to 137th Brigade, 

46th Division.  On 3 December 1915 it was transferred to 56th and 58th Brigades, 19th 

Division.  Finally on the 27 February 1916 it was transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division. 

The Division was involved in the Battle of the Selle 

action, the Division was relieved on 26 October after capturing Englefontaine, on the 

southern edge of the Forest of Mormal. Back in action on 5 1ovember it advanced through 

the forest and crossed the Sambre. It was near Leval in the Sambre valley

1918.” 

He earned the 1914-1915 Star; 1914

name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

 He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

NIEDERZWEHREN CEMETERY

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

He served as a Lance Corporal with the King's (Liverpool 

: 4th Battalion.  98th Brigade, 33rd Division. He was killed in action on the 

. His service number was 51181 Formerly he served with number 

He was born in Salcott, enlisted in Colchester and was a resident of 

Salcott. He served in France & Flanders.  

(Extra Reserve) Battalion in August 1914 was in Seaforth, Liverpool. The 

anded at (le) Havre, 6 March 1915. where it was attached to Sirhind Brigade, 

Lahore Division of Indian Army. 10 1ovember 1915 it was transferred to 137th Brigade, 

On 3 December 1915 it was transferred to 56th and 58th Brigades, 19th 

Finally on the 27 February 1916 it was transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division. 

The Division was involved in the Battle of the Selle - 17th - 25th October 1918.

action, the Division was relieved on 26 October after capturing Englefontaine, on the 

southern edge of the Forest of Mormal. Back in action on 5 1ovember it advanced through 

the forest and crossed the Sambre. It was near Leval in the Sambre valley on 11 1ovember 

 

1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott. 

 

He was buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: VII. B. 7: 

NIEDERZWEHREN CEMETERY 

King's (Liverpool 

He was killed in action on the 

he served with number 45826 in the 

He was born in Salcott, enlisted in Colchester and was a resident of 

14 was in Seaforth, Liverpool. The 

anded at (le) Havre, 6 March 1915. where it was attached to Sirhind Brigade, 

Lahore Division of Indian Army. 10 1ovember 1915 it was transferred to 137th Brigade, 

On 3 December 1915 it was transferred to 56th and 58th Brigades, 19th 

Finally on the 27 February 1916 it was transferred to 98th Brigade, 33rd Division. 

25th October 1918. In the above 

action, the Division was relieved on 26 October after capturing Englefontaine, on the 

southern edge of the Forest of Mormal. Back in action on 5 1ovember it advanced through 

on 11 1ovember 

1919 Victory Medal. His 

 

Reference: VII. B. 7: 



 

 

 

BROW	 MM Ernest. He served as a

Battalion. His service number was 82760. He was a

He was awarded the Military Medal

initially with the 12th Battalion the Middlesex Regiment with service number 34185. He 

transferred to the 2nd Battalion as a private in

the 2nd/2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers GS/82760. The "Soldier Died in the Great War" does 

not list a place of birth but shows he was a resident of Great Chesterford & enlisted at Saffron 

Walden. He is listed as dying rather than "died of wounds", thus possibly a flu victim.

There are no Browns shown under Great Chesterford in the 1901 census. However 

there is a family associated with

the police at the age of 23 and served around the county before arriving in 1905 in 

Tollesbury. The family lived at 81 East Street

1901 census was  John Brown himself aged

C with  Essex Constabulary  & his wife Eliza Brown aged 37 also 

Suffolk  living with him & the family at Ingrave Entire, Essex. The children were :

Brown aged 1,  Wilfred Brown  aged 2 , Beatrice Brown  aged 4 Essex,  Ernest Brown  aged 

8  all born  & living at Ingrave Entire in Essex   and listed as

to the year 2000" has PC Brown at Goldhanger shortly after the 1901 census. It would appear 

that Ernest had relocated to Great Chesterford sometime prior to the war as he was residing 

there at the time he enlisted.  An Elle

in the graveyard at Great Chesterford, she may have been a relative possibly his wife.

The 12th (Service) Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment was formed at Mill Hill in 

August 1914, as part of K2.  In Sep

(Eastern) Division. The Divisions early

having very few trained officers and 1COs to command them, no organised billets or 

equipment. However, by early 1915, t

the 25 May 1915 they: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions

He later transferred to the 2nd Battalion, which was part of 86 Brigade

He earned the Military Medal;
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He served as a private in the Royal Fusiliers being posted to 2nd/2nd 

His service number was 82760. He was aged 25 when he died on the

Military Medal. His medal card shows that Ernest served as a private 

initially with the 12th Battalion the Middlesex Regiment with service number 34185. He 

Battalion as a private in the London Regiment GS/82760 & finally with 

Royal Fusiliers GS/82760. The "Soldier Died in the Great War" does 

not list a place of birth but shows he was a resident of Great Chesterford & enlisted at Saffron 

Walden. He is listed as dying rather than "died of wounds", thus possibly a flu victim.

re are no Browns shown under Great Chesterford in the 1901 census. However 

there is a family associated with Tollesbury. His father was PC434  John Brown, who joined 

the police at the age of 23 and served around the county before arriving in 1905 in 

family lived at 81 East Street, Well Terrace. The family  at the time of the 

John Brown himself aged  35  born at Tattingstone,  Suffolk serving as a P 

& his wife Eliza Brown aged 37 also  born  Tattin

Suffolk  living with him & the family at Ingrave Entire, Essex. The children were :

Brown aged 1,  Wilfred Brown  aged 2 , Beatrice Brown  aged 4 Essex,  Ernest Brown  aged 

8  all born  & living at Ingrave Entire in Essex   and listed as juveniles. The Book "Tollesbury 

to the year 2000" has PC Brown at Goldhanger shortly after the 1901 census. It would appear 

that Ernest had relocated to Great Chesterford sometime prior to the war as he was residing 

An Ellen Catherine Brown aged 30 was buried 27th July 1924 

in the graveyard at Great Chesterford, she may have been a relative possibly his wife.

The 12th (Service) Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment was formed at Mill Hill in 

In September 1914 it was attached to 54th Brigade, 18th 

(Eastern) Division. The Divisions early days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers 

having very few trained officers and 1COs to command them, no organised billets or 

equipment. However, by early 1915, the Division was considered to be ready for France. On 

the 25 May 1915 they: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions

the 2nd Battalion, which was part of 86 Brigade in the

   

Military Medal; 1914- 1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal

in the Royal Fusiliers being posted to 2nd/2nd 

when he died on the 09/11/1918 

His medal card shows that Ernest served as a private 

initially with the 12th Battalion the Middlesex Regiment with service number 34185. He 

nt GS/82760 & finally with 

Royal Fusiliers GS/82760. The "Soldier Died in the Great War" does 

not list a place of birth but shows he was a resident of Great Chesterford & enlisted at Saffron 

Walden. He is listed as dying rather than "died of wounds", thus possibly a flu victim. 

re are no Browns shown under Great Chesterford in the 1901 census. However 

John Brown, who joined 

the police at the age of 23 and served around the county before arriving in 1905 in 

at the time of the 

Suffolk serving as a P 

born  Tattingstone  

Suffolk  living with him & the family at Ingrave Entire, Essex. The children were :- Frederick 

Brown aged 1,  Wilfred Brown  aged 2 , Beatrice Brown  aged 4 Essex,  Ernest Brown  aged 

juveniles. The Book "Tollesbury 

to the year 2000" has PC Brown at Goldhanger shortly after the 1901 census. It would appear 

that Ernest had relocated to Great Chesterford sometime prior to the war as he was residing 

n Catherine Brown aged 30 was buried 27th July 1924 

in the graveyard at Great Chesterford, she may have been a relative possibly his wife. 

The 12th (Service) Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment was formed at Mill Hill in 

attached to 54th Brigade, 18th 

days were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers 

having very few trained officers and 1COs to command them, no organised billets or 

he Division was considered to be ready for France. On 

the 25 May 1915 they: landed in Boulogne; the Division served with distinction on the 

Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in most of the significant actions. 

in the 29th Division. 

1919 Victory Medal 



 

 

 

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave

The circumstances of his death are not known. The timing coincided with the 

conclusion of the fighting, as the 29th Division moved beyond the churned up battlefields of 

the Somme into firmer ground beyond during the Battle of Courtrai 

1918. However, in view of the large number of British POWs in this cemetery it is 

conceivable that he died following imprisonment by the Germans.

SALO	IKA 

FRE	CH, Charles Ernest.  He served as a p

Battalion. His service number was 

the Middlesex Regiment. He died on the

According to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died" he is shown as born Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

enlisted in Hornsey. The 1901 Census shows a Charles Ern

at Maldon and living at Gosfield aged 15. The 1891census has his age of 3 & shows the place 

of birth as Tolleshunt D'Arcy. 

“The 10th (Service) Battalion was f

and moved to Dublin, where it was 

battalion moved to Mullingar in September. 

transferred to the 29th Brigade, 10th (Irish) Division. 

Basingstoke in May 1915. Sailed from Liverpool on 7 July 1915 and going via Mudros 

landed at Gallipoli 6 August 1915. 2 1ovember 1916

Brigade, 27th Division .They served thereafter in Salonika fight

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

He is buried in the Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: II. E. 9. BERLIN SOUTH

WESTERN CEMETERY 

of his death are not known. The timing coincided with the 

conclusion of the fighting, as the 29th Division moved beyond the churned up battlefields of 

the Somme into firmer ground beyond during the Battle of Courtrai - 14th -

1918. However, in view of the large number of British POWs in this cemetery it is 

conceivable that he died following imprisonment by the Germans.  

 

He served as a private in the Hampshire Regiment 

His service number was 32134. He had formerly served with number

the Middlesex Regiment. He died on the 02/10/1918.   

According to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died" he is shown as born Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

1901 Census shows a Charles Ernest French birth registered 

Maldon and living at Gosfield aged 15. The 1891census has his age of 3 & shows the place 

 

“The 10th (Service) Battalion was formed at Winchester in August 1914 as 

where it was attached as Army Troops to the 10th (Irish) Division. 

oved to Mullingar in September. In March 1915 they moved to the Curragh and 

29th Brigade, 10th (Irish) Division. 1ext the battalion was m

Basingstoke in May 1915. Sailed from Liverpool on 7 July 1915 and going via Mudros 

landed at Gallipoli 6 August 1915. 2 1ovember 1916 the battalion: transferred to 82nd 

Brigade, 27th Division .They served thereafter in Salonika fighting against the Bulgarians. 

 

Reference: II. E. 9. BERLIN SOUTH-

of his death are not known. The timing coincided with the 

conclusion of the fighting, as the 29th Division moved beyond the churned up battlefields of 

- 19th October 

1918. However, in view of the large number of British POWs in this cemetery it is 

Hampshire Regiment with the 10th 

served with number G/22943 in 

According to the CD Rom "Soldiers Died" he is shown as born Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

est French birth registered 

Maldon and living at Gosfield aged 15. The 1891census has his age of 3 & shows the place 

ormed at Winchester in August 1914 as part of K1 

10th (Irish) Division. The 

moved to the Curragh and 

battalion was moved to 

Basingstoke in May 1915. Sailed from Liverpool on 7 July 1915 and going via Mudros 

: transferred to 82nd 

ing against the Bulgarians. 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

Fighting was difficult and the conditions bad; for every casualty of battle three died of 

malaria, influenza or other diseases”. 

“At the beginning of 1918, the Allied troops in Salonika were prepared for a major 

offensive intended to end the war in the Balkans. The Greek Army had been reorganised and 

joined the Allied force. The offensive began in July 1918, but the British contingent did not 

play a significant part until early September. Then the British attacked a series of fortified 

hills. The final assault began along the whole front on 15 Sep 1918; the British being 

engaged in the Lake Doiran area. This Battle was really on the 18th and 19th September 

1918 and was a disaster for the British Divisions. They had to frontally assault 'Pip Ridge' 

which was a 2000 foot high heavily defended mountain ridge with fortresses built on some of 

the higher mountains, notably Grand Couronne. These forts were built by the Bulgarians in 

the first months of 1916 and early 1917. The Allies sustained very heavy casualties.” 

 

He earned the 1914-20 War Medal & 1914-1919 Victory Medal. 

  

 He is buried in a Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 489. MIKRA 

BRITISH CEMETERY, KALAMARIA 

A number of those dying in this year have their stories told in other sections including:- 

BI		EY MC, Robert Humphrey, (Chapter 1) COUSI	S, Herbert (Chapter 1)  

FRA	CIS, Frederick (Chapter 1)              HORE William E., (Chapter 1)    

CARD,  l.ewin (Chapter 2)    CHATTERSO	, Frank. (Chapter 2)  



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

TRORY, Frederick. (Chapter 3)   WAKELA	D, Alfred. (Chapter 4)  

GURTO	, Edward Frank.  (Chapter 5)    WALKER, Arthur. (Chapter 5)      

BO	D- MU	FORD Reginald (Chapter 7)  KI	G, William Hugh, (Chapter 7)  

LEWIS Archibald C., (Chapter 7) 

CHAPTER 13 

SOME LOCAL HEROES 

Not all heroes received gallantry medals, by any means.  One obstacle was the need to 

be recommended by a superior officer, which meant much heroic effort went unnoticed. This 

was particularly difficult when so many officers, who might have made a recommendation 

were themselves killed leading from the front. 

The four basic campaign medals are shown below:- 

  

The first is the “Mons Star” issued to those fighting mainly on land in 1914. This is 

the same medal as the 1914 – 1915 medal but with a clasp. The oak leaf depicts that the 

wearer has been mentioned in dispatches. In some cases pictures have been omitted as not all 

medal cards were found. 

 

1914 - 1915 Star; 1914 - 1920 War Medal; 1914 - 1920 Victory Medal 

The 3 campaign medals above, known affectionately as “Pip”, “Squeak” and “Wilfred” after 

cartoon characters in the Daily Mirror denotes that our men went through Hell. Ask yourself 

would you knowingly go into clouds of poison gas with shells falling in your path and a hail 

of machine gun bullets directed at you. Many of those that fell were well aware of the perils 

they faced. You will see many examples of men, who had previously been wounded several 

times still sent back to the front. 

Why did the men risk their lives? For the same reason men still do it. While they may 

join for King and Country they usually fight for their mates. They do it for those alongside 

them in the trench and because the sooner the job is done the sooner they can go back home. 



 

 

 

Sometimes it is to avenge the loss of a relative or mate but often it’s just to avoid letting their 

mates down. It is evident in the citations for those getting gallantry medals. Most of the 

medals awarded are for the man, who puts himself a

takeout an enemy position threatening his advancing mates. This friendship ran very deep. 

There were instances where men coming home married their mate’s widow and looked after 

his family. 

THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT 

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non

officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any branch of the service, for distingui

conduct in battle. Instigated by the British as a means of recognising acts of gallantry 

performed by 'other ranks' (i.e. non

December 1854), the Distinguished Conduct Medal was regarded as second 

Victoria Cross in prestige.  

Acting upon the fear during the First World War that the overwhelming demand for 

medals would devalue the prestige of those already available, the Military Medal was issued 

as an alternative to the Distinguished Con

Distinguished Conduct Medal remained available the lesser Military Medal was usually 

awarded from the early1916 other than for exceptional acts of bravery. 

During the First World War only 24,571 Distinguished Condu

to British & Commonwealth service personnel. This equated to odds of about 1 in 3000 of 

those, who served. Thus, for the small village of Rowhedge with a probable population of 

some 300 males aged between 18 & 40 to receive six would 

especially so since being a fishing port several of the men served with the Merchant Navy & 

Fishing fleets  or worked in the shipyards and so were not eligible for the DCM.

must be unique in receiving 6.

Four were awarded posthumously. Five of the recipient’s families were long time 

residents of the village and the sixth came from a Military family, who set up home there.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

Sometimes it is to avenge the loss of a relative or mate but often it’s just to avoid letting their 

mates down. It is evident in the citations for those getting gallantry medals. Most of the 

medals awarded are for the man, who puts himself at risk to look after a wounded man or to 

takeout an enemy position threatening his advancing mates. This friendship ran very deep. 

There were instances where men coming home married their mate’s widow and looked after 

THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL  

 

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non

officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any branch of the service, for distingui

conduct in battle. Instigated by the British as a means of recognising acts of gallantry 

performed by 'other ranks' (i.e. non-commissioned officers) during the Crimean War (from 4 

December 1854), the Distinguished Conduct Medal was regarded as second 

Acting upon the fear during the First World War that the overwhelming demand for 

medals would devalue the prestige of those already available, the Military Medal was issued 

as an alternative to the Distinguished Conduct Medal from March 1916. Although the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal remained available the lesser Military Medal was usually 

1916 other than for exceptional acts of bravery.  

During the First World War only 24,571 Distinguished Conduct Medals were issued 

to British & Commonwealth service personnel. This equated to odds of about 1 in 3000 of 

those, who served. Thus, for the small village of Rowhedge with a probable population of 

some 300 males aged between 18 & 40 to receive six would be extremely rare. This is 

especially so since being a fishing port several of the men served with the Merchant Navy & 

Fishing fleets  or worked in the shipyards and so were not eligible for the DCM.

must be unique in receiving 6. 

d posthumously. Five of the recipient’s families were long time 

residents of the village and the sixth came from a Military family, who set up home there.

Sometimes it is to avenge the loss of a relative or mate but often it’s just to avoid letting their 

mates down. It is evident in the citations for those getting gallantry medals. Most of the 

t risk to look after a wounded man or to 

takeout an enemy position threatening his advancing mates. This friendship ran very deep. 

There were instances where men coming home married their mate’s widow and looked after 

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non-commissioned 

officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any branch of the service, for distinguished 

conduct in battle. Instigated by the British as a means of recognising acts of gallantry 

commissioned officers) during the Crimean War (from 4 

December 1854), the Distinguished Conduct Medal was regarded as second only to the 

Acting upon the fear during the First World War that the overwhelming demand for 

medals would devalue the prestige of those already available, the Military Medal was issued 

duct Medal from March 1916. Although the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal remained available the lesser Military Medal was usually 

ct Medals were issued 

to British & Commonwealth service personnel. This equated to odds of about 1 in 3000 of 

those, who served. Thus, for the small village of Rowhedge with a probable population of 

be extremely rare. This is 

especially so since being a fishing port several of the men served with the Merchant Navy & 

Fishing fleets  or worked in the shipyards and so were not eligible for the DCM. Rowhedge 

d posthumously. Five of the recipient’s families were long time 

residents of the village and the sixth came from a Military family, who set up home there. 
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GOODHART DCM, Eric John.  He was a Serjeant in the Royal Engineers serving with the 

2
nd
 Signal Company. He was a native of ROWHEDGE 

    

Awarded the DCM for action during the "Retreat from Mons" & Medaille Militaire (France). 

His details are given in the section on “Old Contemptibles” in chapter 1. 

 

WADE Adolphus H. DCM.   He served as a Serjeant in the Scots Guard with the 2nd 

Battalion. He was killed in action aged 24 on the 24/08/1916. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. 

A. A. Wade, of 104, Malmesbury Rd., Canning Town, London but born & raised in 

Rowhedge. The 1901 census shows him as a 7 year old born & living at East Donyland. He is 

still living there in 1911. 

   

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in the Tower of London.  In September 1914 it 

was attached to 20th Brigade, 7th Division. The 7th Division was formed during September 

and very early October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various 

points around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at 

Zeebrugge on 6 October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they 

arrived the city was already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain 

important bridges and other places that would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian 

army. For three weeks they held the line against a force six times its strength. The men 

endured a desperate battle to halt the German army in its attempts to take Ypres and move on 

to the Channel port of Calais .Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved 

westwards, where they entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that 

fateful place. During the First Battle of Ypres, the Division fought the advancing German 

army to a standstill at ”Wipers”. All units suffered grievous losses, and it was not until the 

following January/February that it was once more in a complete enough condition to be 



 

 

 

considered at full fighting strengt

Seventh. 

Men of the 2nd Gordons and 2nd Scots Guards on board the troopship SS Lake 

Michigan on 6th October 1914 en route to Zeebrugge

On the 9 August 1915, the 2nd Battalion was 

Guards Division. This Division has the distinction of being formed in France in August 1915, 

and remained on the Western Front throughout the war.

among the elite units of the British Ar

Action of Hohenzollern Redoubt

According to the Telegraph he was killed trying to rescue an officer. He had 3 brothers 

serving in HM Forces 

The 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards digging trenches

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

considered at full fighting strength. After First Ypres, it was often known as the Immortal 

Men of the 2nd Gordons and 2nd Scots Guards on board the troopship SS Lake 

Michigan on 6th October 1914 en route to Zeebrugge (C) IWM Q 57118 ? 

9 August 1915, the 2nd Battalion was transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, 

Guards Division. This Division has the distinction of being formed in France in August 1915, 

and remained on the Western Front throughout the war.  The Guards were regarded as being 

among the elite units of the British Army. They fought in the Battle of Loos, and subsequent 

Action of Hohenzollern Redoubt plus the battles of the Somme, where Adolphus was killed. 

According to the Telegraph he was killed trying to rescue an officer. He had 3 brothers 

 

e 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards digging trenches near Ghent on 9th October 1914 

Q57619 

h. After First Ypres, it was often known as the Immortal 

 

Men of the 2nd Gordons and 2nd Scots Guards on board the troopship SS Lake 

 

transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, 

Guards Division. This Division has the distinction of being formed in France in August 1915, 

The Guards were regarded as being 

my. They fought in the Battle of Loos, and subsequent 

, where Adolphus was killed. 

According to the Telegraph he was killed trying to rescue an officer. He had 3 brothers 

 

near Ghent on 9th October 1914 (c) IWM 



 

 

 

The Essex County Standard 6 November

Guards, a native of Rowhedge, has received the DC

May 9th 1915. It was necessary to place a mortar in an opening on which the Germans were 

pouring their shells. One poor fellow, who attempted to put the gun into

head smashed. Wade then volunteered, succeeded in placing the g

several hours. He escaped all injury. On another occasion he saved a lieutenant's life by 

bayoneting a Prussian Guardsman. A

shooting another Prussian. his parent's live at Cannin

Councillor H. Dyer J. P,), on behalf of the residents; has just presented Private Wade with a 

radium wristlet watch and purse of money with illuminated address. Wade is 6 foot 2 inches. 

Prior to enlisting he was employed

three children from the river Colne."

He died 24
th
 August 1916 aged 24 & is buried at MORY STREET MILITARY CEMETERY, 

ST. LEGER 

FRA	CIS, Reginald Clement DCM

Battalion His service number was 

 

His details are given in the section on “Old Contemptibles” in chapter 1.

“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

The Essex County Standard 6 November 1915 :- "Private Adolphus Wade, 2nd Scots 

Rowhedge, has received the DCM. for great Gallantry at 

May 9th 1915. It was necessary to place a mortar in an opening on which the Germans were 

pouring their shells. One poor fellow, who attempted to put the gun into position had his 

head smashed. Wade then volunteered, succeeded in placing the gun and worked it for 

several hours. He escaped all injury. On another occasion he saved a lieutenant's life by 

yoneting a Prussian Guardsman. A moment later the officer in return saved Wade's life by 

shooting another Prussian. his parent's live at Canning Town, and the Mayor of West Ham ( 

Councillor H. Dyer J. P,), on behalf of the residents; has just presented Private Wade with a 

radium wristlet watch and purse of money with illuminated address. Wade is 6 foot 2 inches. 

Prior to enlisting he was employed at Rowhedge Ironworks. When he was a lad he rescued 

three children from the river Colne." 

August 1916 aged 24 & is buried at MORY STREET MILITARY CEMETERY, 

 

, Reginald Clement DCM He served as a private Suffolk Regiment 

His service number was 7992  

  

His details are given in the section on “Old Contemptibles” in chapter 1. 

 

"Private Adolphus Wade, 2nd Scots 

M. for great Gallantry at Feustubert on 

May 9th 1915. It was necessary to place a mortar in an opening on which the Germans were 

position had his 

un and worked it for 

several hours. He escaped all injury. On another occasion he saved a lieutenant's life by 

moment later the officer in return saved Wade's life by 

g Town, and the Mayor of West Ham ( 

Councillor H. Dyer J. P,), on behalf of the residents; has just presented Private Wade with a 

radium wristlet watch and purse of money with illuminated address. Wade is 6 foot 2 inches. 

at Rowhedge Ironworks. When he was a lad he rescued 

 

August 1916 aged 24 & is buried at MORY STREET MILITARY CEMETERY, 

Suffolk Regiment with the 2nd 
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 	U		, William Charles Harvey DCM He served as a Corporal with 

the  23
rd
 Field Company Royal Engineers. He was killed in action aged 30 on the  

25/09/1915.  He was born in Rowhedge and lived there with his sister & mother, Mrs. Ellen 

E. C. Nunn, of Kimberley Cottage, Rowhedge.  

  

The Essex County Standard of 8th January 1916: - "Mrs 1unn has received a letter from an 

officer announcing the death of Corporal 1unn, R. E., who was sent out when the war started 

and had been twice slightly wounded. He fell in the battle of Loos and was reported wounded 

and missing and no trace of him could be found until last week when his resting place was 

discovered. The letter states: - “I hope it may be a relief to know that we have at last found 

your gallant son's resting place. He is buried with Lance Corporal Hunter, of the same 

company, in a soldier's grave just behind our old front line. He must have been brought back 

from where he was wounded across the British Line soon afterwards as a Lieutenant could 

find no trace of him on searching the ground where they lay that same afternoon. It is 

impossible to find out by whom he was buried but his name, rank, and company were written 

in indelible pencil on a rough cross at the head of the grave. We are now making crosses for 

both theses heroes - the only tribute we can offer. He was as you know a splendid soldier - 

one of the very best".   

The April 22nd of the same paper reported that he had been awarded the DCM. The citation 

is given in the Supplement to the London Gazette 10th March 1916 :- “13059 Second 

Corporal W 1unn, 23rd Field Company, Royal Engineers "For conspicuous gallantry when 

he made good the captured railway embankment during several of the enemy's counter 

attacks. On the night preceding an attack he assisted an officer to reconnoitre the ground and 

the position for bridges between our own and the enemy's lines under frequent fire at close 

quarters" 
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DUD CORNER CEMETERY, LOOS.  
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 GARRARD, George DCM He served as a private in the Machine Gun 

Corps. His service number was 81453. The picture of George in Merchant Navy uniform was 

taken post war. He was born 1898 in Wivenhoe & later lived at 98 Chapel Street, Rowhedge 

with his parents Henry and Eliza. His father was a mariner.. 

  

He went to France in 1916 & was entitled to the British War Medal & the Allied 

Victory Medal.  

 

CHAPEL STREET ROWHEDGE 

When he joined 13/11/1915 he had been a shop assistant. He was 5 foot 3 inches, with 

a chest 34 inches and weighed 132 lbs. Post war he served as a cook in the Merchant Marine 

and remained as a bachelor while the family moved to Paget Cottages. George settled for a 

while in Kidderminster before returning as a sick man to live in Colchester with his sister-in-
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law prior to his death in 1941 aged 43. He is buried in Colchester Cemetery, his DCM being 

buried with him. 

The London Gazette 30
th
 April 1918 “The DCM has been awarded to Private G. Garrad, 

M.G.C. (Rowhedge).”  The citation for the award read - “For continuous good work in 

the battery during the last 6 months especially during the retirement on the Somme in March 

and April 1918. By his knowledge of the gun and his quickness and accuracy at laying he has 

greatly contributed to the turning out of good detachments, thereby aiding to the fighting 

value of the battery. He has all times been conspicuous for his cool courage and devotion to 

duty under fire and has largely assisted in raising the fighting value of the battery to its 

present standard” For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. After his gun had been 

put out of action by a direct hit, went to the assistance of another gun crew and enabled this 

gun to continue in action. Since he was suffering shock, his devotion to duty was all the more 

praiseworthy.” 

 

The family at his brother’s wedding at Rowhedge. He is the 2
nd
 man from the left back row. 

 

BALDWI	, Leslie J.  He served as a Serjeant with the D/330
th
, East Lancashire Brigade 

RFA: Territorial Force. His service number was 45137 

He was born in India in 1890 & is shown in the 1911 census as serving Overseas with 

the Military. His father is shown as an Office Commissionaire in 1901 with the family living 

in Putney including a sister Rachel, one year older than Leslie & likewise born in India. He is 

listed under Rowhedge in the London Gazette 31
st
 December 1918 which promulgated the 

award of the DCM. 



 

 

 

His medal card suggests he served with the 8

comprised of the 37
th
, 61

st
, & 65

Division had been stationed in Ireland. They reached Dou

part in Le Cateau. On 6
th
 September began the retreat to the Marne. They remained at the 

Front till January 1915.  In January 1917 the Brigade was broken up and reformed in 

Norwich before proceeding to Basra. 

It would appear that Leslie at some stage having reached the rank of serjeant with the 

8
th
 Howitzer Brigade was transferred to the 330

Divisional artillery assigned to the 66

Force Division initially comprised of men, who had joined for “home service only”. 

1916 the Divisional artillery finally received 18 pounder guns and 4.5” Howitzers whilst the 

Japanese rifles issued at the start of the war, were replaced 

then transferred to Southern Army Home Defence force guarding part of the East Coast in the 

area of Colchester. It is probable that Leslie became a

stay in 1916. The Division crossed to Fran

transferred at an earlier date while they were based in Colchester

 In 1918, the Division was involved in major battles to try and stop the German 

offensive “Operation Michael” when the Germans unleashed 117 

divisions of the British 5
th
 Army in an attempt to knock Britain out of the war before 

American forces could swing the advantage to the Allies. These were the Fir

Somme in 1918:- The Battle of St Quentin (21

Crossings (24-25 March 1918); & The Battle of Rosieres (26

The Divisional Artillery and 541 Company ASC of the Divisional Train remained in action 

when the rest of the Division was withdrawn from action, 

November. It is during this period Leslie won his DCM.

The citation for the award was published in the London Gazette 2ND September 1919 

“For continuous good work in the battery during the last 6 months especially during the 

retirement on the Somme in March and April 1918. By his knowledge of the gun and his 

quickness and accuracy at laying he has greatly contributed to the turning out of good 

detachments, thereby aiding to the fighting value of the battery. He has all times been 

conspicuous for his cool courage and devotion to duty under fire and has largely assisted in 

raising the fighting value of the battery to its present standard” 
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His medal card suggests he served with the 8
th
 Howitzer Brigade RFA, which was

, & 65
th
 Batteries and part of the 5

th
 Division.  Prior to the war the 

Division had been stationed in Ireland. They reached Dour on the 22nd August 1914 & took 

September began the retreat to the Marne. They remained at the 

Front till January 1915.  In January 1917 the Brigade was broken up and reformed in 

Norwich before proceeding to Basra.  

appear that Leslie at some stage having reached the rank of serjeant with the 

Howitzer Brigade was transferred to the 330
th
 (East Lancs.) Brigade RFA, which was the 

Divisional artillery assigned to the 66
th
 (2

nd
 East Lancashire) Division.  It was a Ter

Force Division initially comprised of men, who had joined for “home service only”. 

1916 the Divisional artillery finally received 18 pounder guns and 4.5” Howitzers whilst the 

Japanese rifles issued at the start of the war, were replaced by Lee Enfield’s. The 66th was 

then transferred to Southern Army Home Defence force guarding part of the East Coast in the 

area of Colchester. It is probable that Leslie became associated with Rowhedge during 

The Division crossed to France in February 1917. However, he may have been 

transferred at an earlier date while they were based in Colchester. 

he Division was involved in major battles to try and stop the German 

offensive “Operation Michael” when the Germans unleashed 117 divisions against the 31 

Army in an attempt to knock Britain out of the war before 

American forces could swing the advantage to the Allies. These were the Fir

The Battle of St Quentin (21-23 March 1918) ; The Actions at the Somme 

25 March 1918); & The Battle of Rosieres (26-27 March 1918) 

The Divisional Artillery and 541 Company ASC of the Divisional Train remained in action 

when the rest of the Division was withdrawn from action, and did not rejoin until 8 

November. It is during this period Leslie won his DCM. 

The citation for the award was published in the London Gazette 2ND September 1919 

“For continuous good work in the battery during the last 6 months especially during the 

rement on the Somme in March and April 1918. By his knowledge of the gun and his 

quickness and accuracy at laying he has greatly contributed to the turning out of good 

detachments, thereby aiding to the fighting value of the battery. He has all times been 

conspicuous for his cool courage and devotion to duty under fire and has largely assisted in 

raising the fighting value of the battery to its present standard”  

 

RFA, which was 

Division.  Prior to the war the 

22nd August 1914 & took 

September began the retreat to the Marne. They remained at the 

Front till January 1915.  In January 1917 the Brigade was broken up and reformed in 

appear that Leslie at some stage having reached the rank of serjeant with the 

(East Lancs.) Brigade RFA, which was the 

East Lancashire) Division.  It was a Territorial 

Force Division initially comprised of men, who had joined for “home service only”. In early 

1916 the Divisional artillery finally received 18 pounder guns and 4.5” Howitzers whilst the 

by Lee Enfield’s. The 66th was 

then transferred to Southern Army Home Defence force guarding part of the East Coast in the 

ssociated with Rowhedge during this 

ce in February 1917. However, he may have been 

he Division was involved in major battles to try and stop the German 

divisions against the 31 

Army in an attempt to knock Britain out of the war before 

American forces could swing the advantage to the Allies. These were the First Battles of the 

ch 1918) ; The Actions at the Somme 

27 March 1918)  

The Divisional Artillery and 541 Company ASC of the Divisional Train remained in action 

and did not rejoin until 8 

The citation for the award was published in the London Gazette 2ND September 1919 

“For continuous good work in the battery during the last 6 months especially during the 

rement on the Somme in March and April 1918. By his knowledge of the gun and his 

quickness and accuracy at laying he has greatly contributed to the turning out of good 

detachments, thereby aiding to the fighting value of the battery. He has all times been 

conspicuous for his cool courage and devotion to duty under fire and has largely assisted in 
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THE OTHER HEROES I	 THE VILLAGES 

 

 
FE		ER DCM, Albert Herbert. He served as Serjeant with the l/21st Battalion of the 

London Regiment. He was originally in the Surrey Volunteer Rifles His service number was 

678074.  

 

The 1901 census shows him aged 3. He was born at Tolleshunt D’Arcy & living in 

the Maldon Road. His parents were William & Emma. There were also sisters Polly aged 8, 

Lilly aged 5 & Florry aged 1. 1911 census shows him as a 13 year old still living at 

Tolleshunt D’Arcy. 

 

The citation for the award of the DCM is given in the Supplement to the London 

Gazette 5 DECEMBER, 1918.  “For conspicuous gallantry and initiative during an attack. 

After the objective had been taken a strong enemy point on the left menaced the trench. This 

non-commissioned officer collected bombs from along the line, and in conjunction with his 

company serjeant-major organised attacks on this point, succeeding after attacks and 

counter-attacks in reducing it after some hours and clearing it of the enemy. He rendered 

most valuable service and set a splendid example to his men.”   

 

 
 

ROGERS DCM MM, James Leonard He served as Company Sarjeant Major initially with 

the 6th Battalion Essex Regiment. 

 

He was born at Langenhoe in 1896. He later lived at 23 Peldon Road, Abberton with 

his father Frederick and mother Hannah. He had an elder sister Agnes & brothers Sydney and 

Oscar. 

He went to France July 25th 1915 & was serving with the 10th Battalion of the Essex 

Regiment.  This battalion was formed September 1914 as part of Kitchene3r’s K2 Army and 

was attached to the 53 Brigade of the 18th (Eastern) Division. They were formed at 

Shorncliffe and moved to Colchester prior to going overseas. He moved to the 13th Battalion 

in December 1915. This unit was disbanded in February 1918. And James moved to the 9th 
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Battalion as an Acting Serjeant on the 1st May 1918 when he earned his DCM.  The period 

21st March to the 4th July incorporates the German attack known as Operation Michael or 

Kaiserschlacht and subsequent fighting on the Somme.  

He was still serving with the 9
th
 Battalion at the time the award was promulgated in 

the London Gazette a year later.  He was promoted to Company Serjeant Major. The 9
th
 

Battalion reformed as part of the Territorial Army in April 1920. London Gazette 30
th
 April 

1918 number 30664 page 20:- “His Majesty the KING has been graciously pleased to 

approve of the award of the Distinguished- Conduct Medal to the under-mentioned Warrant 

Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Men for gallantry and distinguished service in the 

field: — 13535 Corporal (Acting Serjeant). J Rogers Essex Regiment (Colchester)  

The citation is given in the Supplement to the London Gazette, 23 JULY, 1919. 9377. 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty as 1CO in charge of a platoon, he was sent 

up to reinforce another company which, with its ammunition expended, was being 

surrounded by the enemy. Having organized two sections of men he held one flank with these 

under very intense-machine gun fire. Though nearly all his men had become casualties, he 

again collected together a few remaining men and continued to prevent the enemy from the 

gaining the position, which would have enabled them to cut off the company. By his courage 

and control, under very heavy fire, he rendered great assistance in saving a large number of 

men. 

 

 

CHAPTER 14   

THE COST OF WAR 

As one peruses the Memorial Books held in many local churches, one becomes aware 

of the pain & heart ache experienced by the local families.  

The loss of two sons was common. The Sheldrick brothers, George & Bill, were both 

lost on the same day with the sinking of SS. Sea Serpent in March 1916.  

Mrs Onn from Blackheath lost her husband and two sons, while Mrs Harrington from 

Fingringhoe lost husband & son.  

Mrs Potter at Tollesbury lost husband, son and nephew when the fishing boat “Little 

Express” hit a mine. 

Ivy Arnall (nee Theobald) from Abberton lost husband and brother in World War 1 & 

her son died in World War 2 on the Burma railway as a Japanese POW. 

 Eliane Lloyd from Rowhedge was killed when the SS Avoceta was torpedoed along 

with her 4 year old daughter, Ann. 

Mrs Ida Heard from Tollesbury lost her husband Hubert when HMS Rawalpindi was 

sunk in 1939. She married his brother Peter only for him to be killed as well in a 

minesweeper in the Mediterranean. 
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Three of the names in the Memorial Books at local churches could not cope with 

either the physical pains from their wounds or the trauma of their experiences & committed 

suicide. 

Within the villages there were large family groups losing not only sons but several 

cousins & uncles.  

    A "Thankful Village", it was said, was one which lost no men in the Great War because all 

those who left to serve came home again. They are also sometimes called the "Blessed 

Parishes" and only a small handful exists in the whole of the UK. There is possibly only one 

in Essex at Strethall.   

    In the Memorial Books at St Mary's Tollesbury, 91 names are listed of those, who lost their 

lives in the service of their country or through enemy action. The same names occur again 

and again; there are brothers, father & sons, cousins, nephews, uncles, friends and 

neighbours. The trauma of those terrible days can perhaps best be understood by the story of 

just one of the families; the Ingate family. They were not alone in losing several sons but the 

unfolding saga typifies the dread the villagers went through every day, scared that their loved 

ones had been hurt or killed. 

THE I	GATE FAMILY 

 

GRACE INGATE 

The following describes the impact of the horrors of war on this Tollesbury fisherman's 

family. 

    Walter Rose Ingate married Grace Spooner on the 25th October 1884 at St. Mary's Church 

Tollesbury. In all they had twelve children, 5 girls & 7 boys. Six of the boys were to serve 

their country, only Albert, who was only 12 when World War 1 broke out did not serve in 

uniform. 

    At the outbreak of war, the 4 eldest boys had joined up. On the 22nd September 1914, 

before the war was 2 months old, Walter William Ingate had been killed when HMS Hogue 

was torpedoed. In the same action two other British cruisers were sunk, killing William's 

friend Gabriel Webb on HMS Aboukir & Frederick Russell, the husband of the licensee of 

the "Plough and Sail," at Tollesbury on HMS Cressy. 
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    Joseph, the second eldest, was killed on the 11th February 1916. He was one of the 23 

volunteers from the village, who had joined the 8th South Staffordshire Regiment  in 1914. 

Four more boys from that same group were killed within 3 months of each other.  In fact by 

mid 1916, there had been 25 who had already died from the village in the first 2 years of war. 

   The loss of his 2 brothers and several of his friends resulted in Claude Ingate going "absent 

without leave" (AWOL) from the Royal Naval Reserve, so that he could fight at the 

Front.  His story is given in Chapter 5.   Post war he settled in Toronto & raised a family. He 

died in 1944. He never came back to Tollesbury. 

    The fourth son, Frederick, was killed on the 20th November 1917, the first day of the 

Battle of Cambrai, with the 11th Battalion of the Essex Regiment. 

    Post war in 1929 on Armistice Day, Grace was grieving for the four sons, who had not 

returned from the war, when she received another blow. Her husband, Walter was at sea in 

rough weather, when the boom swung across the fishing boat and carried him overboard, 

where he was drowned. 

    In 1939, at the outbreak of war the armed merchantman, HMS Rawalpindi took on two 

German capital ships; the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. She was sunk with the loss of some 

275 crew members including  Hector Ingate and other local boys; his friend Wilfred (known 

as Frank) Pettican &  Anthony Seabrook, were both drowned. 

    Her youngest son William was a petty officer serving in the Royal Navy operating on the 

East Coast protecting the convoys  from attack during the first years of World War 2. He was 

invalided out due to ill health on the 31st October 1942. 

    Grace died a few weeks later on the 12th December 1942 having had 4 sons killed and 

another's health destroyed in the service of Britain, plus yet another extremely brave son, who 

was wounded and never saw his mother again.  

FRED INGATE        CLAUDE INGATE         JOSEPH INGATE          HECTOR INGATE 

The story reminds one of that other mother long ago:- 

"Now there stood by the Cross of Jesus, his Mother ………" 

Saint John’s Gospel chapter 19 verse 25 



 

 

 

THE HOME COMI	G 

The guns on the Western Front fell silent on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month in 1918. Bells rang out but m

Spanish flu pandemic.  

What is more British troops were still embroiled in conflict in Ireland with the IRA, 

the Russian Revolution 1916 to 1922 fighting near Archangel, Murmansk, the Caspian Sea, 

the Crimea and Vladivostok. There was fighting in those familiar names of Afghanistan and 

Iraq The Third Anglo-Afghan War began on 6 May 1919 and ended

Iraq, during the period of the British Mandate. Here the British used chemical weapons on 

tribesmen in Mesopotamia in 1920 during the Iraqi revolt 

achieved little. It is best summed up

5
th
 Royal Irish Lancers. They were the last to leave Mons in the retreat of 

to re-enter the town in the advance on the 11

yards further forward than in 1914 

As the troops came home there were cheering crowds, bunting, dancing in the

There were also homes were there was no celebration, just empty chairs at the table, or where 

there were men on crutches, blind men or those with empty sleeves. There were wives, 

children and mothers weeping and elsewhere men with “shell shock”, w

uncontrollably and burst into tears.
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CHAPTER 15 

The guns on the Western Front fell silent on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month in 1918. Bells rang out but men continued to die from wounds and the 

What is more British troops were still embroiled in conflict in Ireland with the IRA, 

the Russian Revolution 1916 to 1922 fighting near Archangel, Murmansk, the Caspian Sea, 

Vladivostok. There was fighting in those familiar names of Afghanistan and 

Afghan War began on 6 May 1919 and ended on 8 August 1919.and in 

the period of the British Mandate. Here the British used chemical weapons on 

smen in Mesopotamia in 1920 during the Iraqi revolt The result of all this carnage 

best summed up with the experience of our George Tuffee’s r

Irish Lancers. They were the last to leave Mons in the retreat of 1914 and the first 

enter the town in the advance on the 11
th
 November1918.They ended up about 100 

than in 1914 at 11am as the Armistice came into force.

As the troops came home there were cheering crowds, bunting, dancing in the

There were also homes were there was no celebration, just empty chairs at the table, or where 

there were men on crutches, blind men or those with empty sleeves. There were wives, 

children and mothers weeping and elsewhere men with “shell shock”, who shook 

uncontrollably and burst into tears. 

SO IF YOU SHED A TEAR AS YOU READ THEIR STORIES,
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BAINES, William.   11 MASON Stanley  10 

BAKER, Clifford William 12 MATHER Albert Charles   12 

BALDWIN Alfred George 12 MILLS, Sydney 9 

BALDWIN Ernest Robert  11 MINNS, Leonard Charles  9 

BALDWIN, Leslie J.  DCM 13 MORRELL MM Joseph 12 

BARBER, Herbert George 10 MORTLOCK, Percy William  1 

BATTEN Thomas Bossence 5 NEWMAN, William 10 

BATTLEY Alfred William  12 NICHOLAS, William John  12 

BAWTREE, David Edward  12 NUNN DCM, William Charles H.  13 

BECKWITH  Percy R 2 OTWAY Frank Cypis 11 

BEECHAM Edward Jack  5 OXENHAM Frederick James  11 

BENNETT Lester Stone.   10 PAGE Alfred Richard  6 

BINNEY , Robert Humphrey MC 1 PAGE Arthur Alfred  7 

BOLEY, Bertie.   9 PAGE, Robert.  11 

BOND- MUNFORD, Reginald Harry  7 PARNELL, Harold Ernest  5 

BOND William Edward  {born  

William Potter} PETTICAN, Albert W 10 

BONNER, Charles  Godfrey 12 PETTICAN, Thomas.   2 

BROOKES, Arthur 10 PIKE, Edward  11 

BROOKES, David 11 POLLARD Thomas  10 

BROWN MM Ernest.  12 POLLEY, Amos.  12 

BUCK, Clifford:  1 PONDER, Alexander Charles.  9 

CARD Lewin Henry  2 POOLEY, Walter Charles  11 

CARDEY, Francis Henry.  10 PRIOR, Harold Walter   12 

CARRINGTON Charles Harold  12 RADFORD, Arthur  9 

CARTER, Sydney James  11 RADFORD, Rowland  11 

CHALLIS MM, Joseph Alfred    12 RAWLINGSON, Cecil Harold.  12 

CHAPLIN William.  10 REDGWELL Walter Charles  11 

CHATTERSON, Frank 2 REDGWELL, Willie    11 

CHESHIRE William Robert.  5 REDHOUSE Frederick John  11 

CHRISTMAS Herbert William  5 RICE  MM, Frederick  1 

CLARKE, Ernest George  7 RICE George Gilbert.  9 

CLARKE Harold 11 RICE Ritchie Percy  4 

CLARKE William A. J 9 RODGERS, William  7 

CLOUGH, Alex James 2 ROGERS, Herbert Charles.   11 

COCKS, Oliver Charles William  10 ROGERS DCM MM, James Leonard  13 

COLLISON, Samuel Joseph 11 ROHAN, Patrick Bernard.   9 

COLTSON DSC Charles  7 ROOT Charles,  12 

CONWAY, Alfred 10 ROSE Sidney 1 

COOK, Arthur 12 RUFFLE Stanley Harold,  12 

COOK, John Walford  9 RUSHEN, Claude Eggleton.  6 

COOK, Willie.   2 RUSSELL,   Frederick 2 

COPPIN, Albert Edward.  9 'SAVILLE, Frank Albert.  11 

CORNICK Percy James 4 SAWKINS, Claude 2 



“IF YOU SHED A TEAR" 

 

 

 

COUSINS, Herbert Golding  1 SAYE, Arthur Thomas 12 

COUSINS,  Percy George 4 SAYE Ernest James   10 

COWLES Robert James  5 SEABROOK, Edmund Herbert.  9 

CRANMER Horace John 4 SEABROOK, Francis McKowen 9 

CRUMPEN, Henry George 12 SEBBORN, Arthur Hugh  11 

DENNY,  Claude.  1 SERVICE George Christopher 11 

DICE Edward John.   12 SERVICE Harry T  9 

DRAKE James 6 SHELDRICK , George     4 

EASTER, William    11 SHELDRICK ,  William     4 

ELEY,   Albert 2 SIMONS, Charles William 10 

EVERITT, Bertie Edward 10 SLEET William Henry  9 

FAIERS, William.  9 SMITH, Arthur 11 

FELGATE, Edward. 1 SMITH Benjamin William  4 

FENNER DCM, Albert Herbert 13 SMITH, George Frederick  10 

FENNER, Charles William 9 SMITH MM. Walter   11 

FENNER, Harry.  11 SOUTH Frederick 2 

FOOKES: Joshua Thom 11 SOUTH Sidney 12 

FRANCIS Alfred Charles  11 SOUTHGATE, Ernest Alfred 12 

FRANCIS, Frederick Benjamin  4 SPRINGETT, Ernest Mills  4 

FRANCIS Frederick Robert.  1 SPRINGETT, Percy.  4 

FRANCIS, John Walter 10 SPURGEON, Herbert Alfred 11 

FRANCIS DCM, Reginald.   11&13 STEWARD, John.  11 

FRANCIS William G.   11 STEWARD Sidney Stanley  10 

FRENCH, Charles Ernest.   12 STUART, Percy Charles  2 

FROST John Augustus 1 TALBOT David Laurence.  12 

FRYER, Ernest  9 TAYLOR Albert C 5 

GARRARD DCM, George  13 THEOBALD, Frederick 1 

GOODHART DCM, Eric 1 &13 THOMSON, James  12 

GOODY, Leonard  11 THOMPSON John.  9 

GREEN, Daniel Abbott Green 10 TRORY, Frederick Russell  3 

GREENLEAF, Clifford Abraham  10 TUFFEE, George.  1 

GURTON   Edward Frank   5 TURNER, Henry Charles  12 

HALL, Frederick Vincent  7 VINE James Edward  10 

HARRIS, Ben 6 WADE Adolphus H. DCM 13 

HAZELWOOD, Walter E 9 WAKELAND, Alfred James.   4 

HEATH,, William Turner.  11 WAKELAND, Benjamin John 11 

HICKS Frederick Thomas   12 WALKER, Arthur Pelham  5 

HORE William Edward  1 WALTERS,  Thomas G   4 

HOVER, Lionel Douglas  12 WATLING, Stanley   12 

HOWARD, Charles Clifford 10 WATSHAM, William Ransom  11 

HUGHES, Edward  10 WEBB,   Gabriel Charles 2 

HULL Leonard Charles  12 WENDON, Benjamin 11 

HUSK Frederick John  12 WHITE Frederick Samuel 11 

HUTLEY, Frederick.  10 WHITING, Arthur George 11 
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HYAM, Mark 2 WILCOCK Henry Blamires 10 

INGATE Claude Aquila  5 WILLIAMS, Frederick 12 

INGATE Frederick  11 WILLIAMS, Frederick Thesiger.  10 

INGATE, Joseph 1 WILLSMORE, Percy.  11 

INGATE, Walter William.   2 WILSHIRE, William 9 

JAMES, Charles Henry  9 WISBEY, Herbert Thomas.  4 

JOHNSON John Alfred 10 WRIGHT, Alf 6 

JOHNSTON, John.  1 WRIGHT, George William.  11 

JUNIPER, Bertram Charles.  9 WRIGHT Sidney Elijah.   11 

WYNCOLL, Clifford William 3 

 

 

 


