
Summer newsletter 2018

Hello everyone!   Welcome to another year of summer exhibition at the museum.

This  year’s  exhibition  is  entitled “Mersea between the wars”  and runs from 2 May until  30
September, with the usual opening times of 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. from   Wednesday to Sunday each week,
plus Bank Holiday Mondays.  As an experiment this year, the museum will also be open from 10 a.m.
on Saturdays during July and August.

 The exhibition covers a wide range of subjects within its main heading, so there should be
something of interest for everyone. Displays cover the golf club at East Mersea,   the   boating lake, and
other leisure activities on the island, also transport facilities on land and water. Displays featuring local
shops and other businesses remind visitors that during the ‘Twenties and ‘Thirties it was once possible
to have a haircut and shave for just a few (old) pennies!  The coming of the various utilities to the island
made headlines at the time – things we now take for granted – while the water tower catching fire also
caused headlines for this unusual event.

The museum’s  popular  static  displays  are there to be appreciated again  –  the fisherman’s
cottage, for instance, and the contents of the Mersea  Barrow and child’s tomb. Being added to these
displays is a selection of artefacts (mainly pottery shards) found last summer by Citizan volunteers on
the foreshore near the Monkey Beach. Another exciting find was made by Daniel French and then
investigated by Citizan:  this was an ancient timber walkway, believed to date from the Bronze Age,
which  is  currently  undergoing  professional  preservation  before  some of  the  timbers   come to  the
museum, so we have to be a little patient!   A special display unit for the timbers has been installed
beneath the museum floor in preparation for their arrival.   Meanwhile, a short video and a photo display
will tell the story of this   discovery.

As 2018 marks the centenary of the end of the First World War, the exhibition also includes a
poignant display honouring those local people who lost their lives in that year.

As always,  there will  also be plenty in the museum   to interest  younger visitors,  including
puzzles and quizzes, and they are always intrigued by the bird calls in the wildlife display and the range
of  historic  toys and games on show in the Benham Wing.  There will  also be some “touchy feely”
opportunities for them!

Additional ranges have been added to the wide selection of quality goods in the museum shop,
offered at very reasonable prices,  and the shop is open and staffed whenever the museum is open to
the public.

This is just the tip of the iceberg:  do come along to see for yourself  what  the museum has to
offer this year.  Members of the museum trust have free  entry,  otherwise the admission is just £1 for
adults, 50p for school-age children – a real bargain!  We look forward to seeing you again.

Meanwhile, various events are being planned, including a coffee morning for the residents of
Mersea Court, Hall Barn, Harrison Court and Akhurst Court on Thursday 17 May, plus history walks on
Saturday afternoons from 2 June, an open weekend at the Mersea Barrow on 8 and 9 September, and
a new series of Friday evening talks from 19 October.  For more information on any of these events, the
website address is www.merseamuseum.org.uk

http://www.merseamuseum.org.uk/

