
Newsletter October 2019

Where has this year gone? Already the museum’s
very successful  summer exhibition has closed and
we are preparing for another busy winter of events.

As usual,  the exhibition was well  supported – and
much appreciated – by our members and visitors, as
were the various special events. These included the
coffee  morning  for  residents  of  the  sheltered
accommodation  on  the  island,  a  mini-exhibition
about  local  artist  Leslie  French  and  a  one-week
special  display  in  conjunction  with  Brightlingsea
colleagues,  celebrating  the  history  of  oystermen’s
clothes, entitled Oysters and Oilskins.

Also popular was the annual opening of the Mersea
Barrow, in conjunction with the Heritage Open Days
scheme. Numbers were a little  down on last  year,
but this ensured a steady stream of visitors through
to  the  inner  chamber,  and  there  were  some
especially  enthusiastic  comments  in  the  visitors’
book. Many people combined the event with a visit
to the museum.

This month sees the start  of  the resource centre’s
Saturday open mornings. Times and dates to note
are  5th and  19th October  and  2nd,16th  and  30th

November, in each case from 10 a.m. until  1 p.m.
There will be a special Christmas event at the centre
on  Saturday  14th December.  Useful  information  is
gained  and  exchanged  at  these  informal  get-
togethers over a cup of coffee – and admission is
free.

Our popular Friday evening talks will start again on
Friday 18th October, and a detailed list is included in
this newsletter. Talks start at 7.30 p.m., admission £3
for members of the museum trust, £5 non-members.

A major event in November is the annual art show in
aid of museum funds, run with the kind support of
the  local  art  group.  There  is  the  usual  preview
evening on Thursday 21st November and the show
itself  runs  from  Friday  22nd November  until  the
Sunday, opening times 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The show
offers the chance to see – and perhaps buy -- the
work of artists from all around the region. This year
there will also be a section devoted to a variety of
craft  works,  plus  some  items  of  craftwork  will  be
included in  the  museum shop,  which will  be open
throughout the weekend.

The  shop  has  been  an  important  contributor  to
museum funds over the years, and this has been in
no  small  measure  due  to  the  hard  work  and

dedication  of  Vicki  Packard,  who  sadly  died  in
September. She was a much appreciated member of
the museum team and will be greatly missed. Jenny
Roffe has kindly agreed to take on organising and
stocking  the  shop,  while  our  treasurer  Sophie
Warner is taking on the 100 Club, the museum’s bi-
monthly lottery, which Vicki used to run.

As this newsletter was being prepared for printing,
the  committee  meeting  received  a  couple  of
interesting  pieces  of  news.  Firstly,  a  charming
miniature sewing machine, dating from around 1945,
was discovered in the museum garden, presumably
left  for  us  to  display.  Unfortunately,  there  was  no
note with the package, so we are unable to thank the
donor.  Please  contact  the  museum  if  you  know
anything  about  this  delightful  object.  Then  came
news  that  the  silhouettes  of  soldiers  which  have
been  marching  across  the  Strood  so  dramatically,
will be coming down, as planned, within the next few
weeks.  They will  then be auctioned.  The museum
would very much like to support the purchase of one
for  display  in  the  community,  such  as  at  the  War
Memorial Green or Barfield Road Cemetery. As there
will probably be much interest in purchasing one of
these silhouettes of the soldiers we are considering
raising  some  monies  towards  a  community
acquisition of one. Anyone wishing to donate monies
may contact the Museum in the first instance.

Finally,  if  you are interested in old documents and
would like to get involved in a new project, please
consider joining Sue Howlett  and Chris Kirkman in
their  palaeography  group,  basically  learning  to
decipher  ancient  documents.  This  could  be
especially helpful to anyone researching their family
history. The group’s progress will  be the subject of
Sue Howlett’s talk at the AGM in March. Meanwhile,
contact Chris on 384113 for more information.
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Mersea Island Museum

Winter – Spring  Programme 2019 - 20

Saturday 5th October 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Friday 18th October 7.30pm Talk by Julian Foynes                      
Privateering and the Essex Coast

Saturday 19th October 10am-1pm Resource Centre open 

Saturday  2nd November 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Friday 15th November 7.30pm Talk by Clive Potter 

The Life and Work of Thomas Hammond– photographer

Saturday 16th November 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Fri, Sat, Sun 

   22nd,23rd, 24th, November   10am-5pm     Art Show

Saturday 30th November 10am-1pm Resource Centre open 

Saturday 14th December 10am-1pm Resource Centre  Christmas Event

2020

Saturday 11th January 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Friday 17th January 7.30pm Patrick Denney Talk

                                                                    A Portrait of Victorian Colchester

Saturday 25th January 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Saturday 8th February          10am-1pm     Resource Centre open

Friday 21st February 7.30pm Museum Talk  Alan Skinner

                                                                    A Transport of Delight

Saturday 22nd February 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Saturday 7th March 10am-1pm Resource Centre open

Friday 20th March 7.30pm          Talk Sue Howlett and Friends 

                                                        Deciphering Ancient Documents    & 

 AGM

Saturday 21st March 10am-1pm Resource Centre open


