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FOREWORD 

 

This is a sequel to the book “IF YOU SHED A TEAR” which dealt exclusively 

with the casualties in World War 1 from a dozen coastal villages on the �orth Essex 

coast between the Colne and Blackwater. The villages involved are~: Abberton, 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe, Rowhedge, Peldon: Little and Great Wigborough: Salcott: 

Tollesbury: Tolleshunt D’Arcy: Tolleshunt Knights and Tolleshunt Major 

 This likewise is a community effort by the families, friends and neighbours of the 

Fallen so that they may be remembered. 

 In this volume we cover men from the same villages in World War 2, who took 

up the challenge of this new threat .World War 2 was much closer to home. The 

German airfields were only 60 miles away and the villages were on the direct flight path 

to London.   

As a result our losses include a number of men, who did not serve in uniform but 

were at sea with the fishing fleet, or the Merchant �avy. These men were lost with the 

vessels operating in what was known as “Bomb Alley” which also took a toll on the 

Royal �avy’s patrol craft, who shepherded convoys up the east coast with its threats 

from: - mines, dive bombers, e- boats and destroyers.  

The book is broken into 4 sections dealing with: - 

The war at sea: the land warfare: the war in the air & on the Home Front  

             THEY WILL O�LY DIE IF THEY ARE FORGOTTE�. 

SO PLEASE READ THEIR STORIES THAT THEY MAY BE REMEMBERED. 

 

 

 

We shall prove ourselves once again able to defend our island 

home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of 

tyranny, if necessary for years, if necessary alone 

Winston Churchill  June 4
th

 1940 
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CO�TE�TS 

The picture on the cover is of a Lozenge double ended pill box on the Pyefleet, 

Langenhoe. 

 

PART 1    THE WAR AT SEA 

THE LOSS OF HMS RAWALPI�DI             23 �ovember 1939 

I�GATE Hector 

 PETTICA� Wilfred Frank   

 SEABROOK Anthony Driffield 

THE SI�KI�G OF S. S. MEREL      8 December 1939 

 SOUTH, Charles Henry.   

DEATH BY �ATURAL CAUSES      8 April 1940 

MILLS, Charles Bertie 

THE LOSS OF HMS THISTLE      14 April 1940 

 TODD Joseph   

LOSS OF HMY GRIVE       1 June 1940 

FROST Frederick   

THE LOSS OF HMS JERVIS BAY 

HEARD Hubert:         5 �ovember 1940 

HM YACHT ESSEX MAID      2 December 1940 

KI�G Raymond William 

THE LOSS OF THE TA�KER SCOTTISH TA�KER   21 February 1941 

LEWIS James Richard: 

THE DAY THE THAMES CAUGHT FIRE     11 April 1941 
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 PEARSO�, Adolphus Felix (DOLPH). 

THE SI�KI�G OF THE GOLDE� GRAI�    19 August 1941 

 MALLETT Sidney 

 FARTHI�G John Charles 

 KEEBLE Alfred Edmund 

LOSS OF SUBMARI�E P 33        20 August 1941 

FROST Ronald Sycamore. 

CIVILA�S LOST AT SEA           25 September 1941 

LLOYD, Eliane Gabrielle and her 4 year old daughter Ann Edith May 

THE LOSS OF SS BRITISH FORTU�E          31 October 1941 

BERHO�DO, SID�EY ST. JEA� 

THE LOSS OF HMS DU�EDI�            24 �ovember 1941 

RIDDLESTO�, Wilfred Walter. 

ARCTIC CO�VOY, PQ 12. HMS SHERA           9 March 1942 

 FROST Alfred George 

THE LOSS OF HMS JUPITER 

WILKI�, Alpha Kenneth      died      10 March 1942 

THE SI�KI�G OF THE FISHI�G VESSEL “LITTLE EXPRESS  4 May 1942 

 POTTER Albert  

 POTTER Gordon 

 MUSSETT Bernard 

 Includes story of “�avvy” Mussett as POW in WW1 

THE EXPLORER         

 HUDSO�, Huberht Taylor.    Killed            15 June 1942 

THE SI�KI�G OF HMS WAL�EY     8 August1942 

MUMFORD, John Robert:  
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LOSS OF HM TRAWLER HORATIO     7 January 1943 

HEARD Peter 

THE LOSS OF HMS DASHER      27 March 1943 

CLEME�TS, Kenneth George 

ACCIDE�TAL DEATH O� H. M. Y. ARLETTE     

 FROST Herbert Walter:       25 May 1943 

HMS ULSTER 

BEH�, Roland     Killed in action 4 October 1943 

LOSS OF MI�ESWEEPER 55      10 July 1944 

COATES, �elson 

THE LOSS OF HMS QUOR�       3 August 1944 

HEAP Walter:   

THE LOSS OF SS AMSTERDAM      7 August 1944 

 CRA�FIELD, Cecil Charles 

THE LOSS OF HMS BULLE�      6 December 1944 

   WATSHAM, Dennis Harold. 

THE LOSS OF HM TRAWLER HAYBUR� WYKE   2 January 1945 

WHITE Raymond 

THE LOSS OF H.M.M.G.B. 2002:      12 May 1945 

MEAKES Albert John Sterling 

THE POW’S STORY 

WILSO� David 

THE YA�GTSE I�CIDE�T 

ROPER, Alec Bruce:     Killed  21 April 1949 
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PART 2 THE ARMY 

DU�KIRK         

TATCHELL Gerald Edward      31 May 1940 

ETHIOPIA         

  WOODROW, Charles     6 February 1941 

THE BURMA ROAD       

  AR�ALL, Charles Oswald     11 August 1943 

  COOPER, Charles Alfred:               12 September 1943 

FISK, Edwin William:                              15 December 1943 

ITALY 

ROGERS, Peter      6 October 1943 

KASER Robert:      7 July 1944 

BO�D Frederick Arthur     6 October 1944 

LEBA�O� 

STO�E, George Charles     25 September 1941 

�ORTH AFRICA 

BIBBY, Donald George     4 December 1941 

DAVIES, Clifford Maldwyn    29 May 1942 

HORTI� Julian Hurlstone:     21 June 1942 

FALL OF TOBRUK A�D SS SCILLI� 

HARRI�GTO�, Bernard Harry    14 �ovember 1942 

HODSO� John      14 �ovember 1942 
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MACKI�DER, JAMES:    12 December 1942 

YOU�GS Arthur Cyril:    4 �ovember 1944 

FRA�CE 

TAYLOR George Alfred    8 June 1944 

CULLI�GFORD, Eric Stanley   4 August 1944 

HOLLA�D 

HOPE Alexander Erskine    2 October 1944 

POLA�D 

�EVILLE, Stanley Victor    25 December 1944 

GERMA�Y 

LOCK Edward John:      18 February 1945 

RAVE� John      24 April 1945 

DIED I� TRAI�I�G 

HAWES, Hector MacDonald    23 February 1941 

MUHAMMAD AYUB      10 January 1942 

 LI�HAM, Stanley Ivor:             28 June 1942 

CHAPLI�, Edward Basil    10 October 1942 

       WHITTO�, Edgar Arthur:                24 April 1943 

  GELDARD, John     13 February 1944 

 

PART 3   

I� THE AIR 

BATTLE OF BRITAI�  

WILLIAMS, Cedric Watcyn    25 August 1940 

BOMBER COMMA�D 

DARBISHIRE, Peter O' �eil    16 December 1940 
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       WHITFIELD, Clarence Emerson.   13 August 1941 

MARKS DSO DFC, James Hardy   19 September 1942 

       HOWE Mervyn James    15 October 1942 

       SMITH John Thomas      31 August 1943 

      WAR�ER Charles Herbert Albert   3 September 1943 

     SPRI�GETT, Eric Turner       28 September 1943 

SCALES John       20 December 1943 

FORD DFC, Donald Raymond Oliver    23 September 1944 

       SHILCOCK James Douglas:       6 �ovember 1944 

COASTAL COMMA�D 

        FRE�CH Eric Alfred     25 May 1943 

TRAI�I�G 

     COPPI� Robert Leslie     13 October 1941 

   TYE, Peter Pearson    12 June 1943 

   EVA�S, Charles Gordon    30 August 1943 

AIRFIELD CO�STRUCTIO� 

 SARGE�T, Claude Henry:    24 July1947 

PART 4      

THE HOME FRO�T 

AUXILLARY 203 

KILLED BY ROBBERS        

BI��EY, Ralph Douglas.      8 December 1944 

ROWHEDGE IRO� WORKS 

THE U�SI�KABLE SUBMARI�ES 

THE R�LI LIFEBOAT “GUIDE”  

THE HOME GUARD 

  SARGEA�T, Charles Henry    13 October 1940  



  GRU�DY, Samuel Herbert Percival

BATTLE OF BRITAI� 1940 

ABBERTO� RESERVOIR 

A STRA�GER COMES FOR BREAKFAST 
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GRU�DY, Samuel Herbert Percival.    22 June 1944

ABBERTO� RESERVOIR             24 August 1940

A STRA�GER COMES FOR BREAKFAST     29 October 1940

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 June 1944 

August 1940 

October 1940 
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PART 1    THE WAR AT SEA 

THE LOSS OF HMS RAWALPI�DI   23 �ovember 1939 

Three local men were amongst the crew Hector Ingate, Wilfred Frank Pettican and 
Anthony Driffield Seabrook 

 

HMS RAWALPI�DI 

HMS Rawalpindi was a P&O liner on the London, Bombay and Far East routes. At 
the outbreak of World War 2 the ship was taken over and converted to an armed merchant 
cruiser. While on patrol between Iceland and the Faroes, she was attacked by the German 
battle cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. Hopelessly outmatched she attempted to escape 
into a nearby fog bank. With her bridge and wireless-room destroyed and completely at the 
mercy of the enemy ships it was decided to abandon the vessel. 60-year old Captain Edward 
Coverley Kennedy RN of Rawalpindi decided to fight, rather than surrender as demanded by 
the Germans. He was heard to say "We’ll fight them both, they’ll sink us, and that will be 
that. Good-bye". The casualties on board the Rawalpindi amounted to 275 dead including her 
commander Captain Kennedy and 39 other officers. Twenty-two crewmembers were taken 
prisoner by the German warships. The blazing Rawalpindi drifted for three hours before 
sinking.  

 

Scharnhorst                             &   Gneisnau 
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 I�GATE Hector. Seaman: Royal Naval Reserve: H.M.S. 
Rawalpindi: Age: 39 Date of Death: 23/11/1939: Service No: C/6075D He had lost 3 brothers 
in World War 1.  

He was the son of Walter and Grace Ingate; husband of Mrs. W. L. Ingate, of 
Tollesbury, Essex.  His next of kin was his wife Louise Winifred. His height was 5 foot 7 
inches, complexion fair & eyes blue. His religion was shown as Congregational on his RNR 
record. His date of birth was 25/9/1900.  

His RNR record shows also: - That he enrolled on the 29/1/1924 with number A 
11544 re-enrolled 19/2/1934 number B7206, re-enrolled 21/2/1939 number D 6075. {His 
final records also show further information under a final service number of C 6520}.  Three 
Good Conduct badges had been awarded by 6/3/1937. Plus for 15 years service he had 
received the RNR Long Service Medal 16/12/1941. 

  The Sailing Record for his civilian life shows he alternated between fishing & 
yachting: - 

Gravette yachting 1/7/1924 to 14/10/1924;    Chepstow Castle ( 135294) voyage to 
Mauritius 31/10/1924 to 16/2/1925;    Sunbeam (70573) yachting 24/4/1925 to 11/9/1925 & 
14/3/1926 to 25/8/1926;    Paragon (CK 73) fishing 19/1/1927;    Sunbeam yachting  6/7/1927 
to 10/9/1927 Penzance to Southampton;    Ethel May fishing 31/12/1927;    Sunbeam 
yachting 7/3/1928 to 14/9/1928 out of Southampton;    Smack Alberta (CK 318) fishing 
9/2/1929;    Mayan yachting 12/4/1929;   Smack Alberta (CK 318) fishing15/11/1929;    
Sunbeam yachting 8/? 1930 to 13/9/1930 out of Southampton;    Smack Alberta (CK 318) 
fishing 1/1/1931;    Candida yachting 17/4/1931;    Smack Alberta (CK 318) fishing  
7/11/1931 & 1/4/1932;    Candida yachting  7/7/1932;    Express fishing 21/1/1933;    
Sunbeam II yachting 8/4/1933 to 2/9/1933 out of Southampton;    Rosina fishing 30/8/1934;    
Smack Alberta (CK 318) fishing 21/2/1935;    Zelita yachting as mate 31/8/1935;    Smack 
Alberta (CK 318) fishing 11/12/1935;    Emma fishing 29/8/1936 & 13/10/1936 plus 
24/3/1937;    Smack Alberta (CK 318) fishing 29/5/1937, 1/1/1938 & 6/4/1939. 

Service Record shows training every 2 years:- 

Depot Chatham 18/2/1924 to 3/3/1924;    HMS Calliope 4/3/1924 to 7/3/1924;    HMS Hecla 
8/3/1924 to 30/3/1924;    Depot Chatham 17/9/1926 to 22/9/1926;    HMS Ajax 23/9/1926 to 
29/9/1926;    HMS Stork 30/9/1926 to 14/10/1926;    Depot Invergordon 17/9/1928 to 
25/9/1928;    HMS Repulse 26/9 1928 to 14/10/1928;    Depot Invergordon 17/9/1930 to 
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24/9/1930;    HMS Repulse 25/9/1930 to 7/10/1930;    Depot Portsmouth 20/12/1932 to 
27/1/1932;    HMS Vernon 28/1/1932 to 9/2/1932;    HMS Pembroke 16/10/1935 to 
23/10/1935 Chatham;    HMS Scout 24/10/1935 to 5/11/1935;    HMS Victory I 3/3/1937 to 
9/3/1937 Portsmouth;    HMS Winchester 10/3/1937 to 23/3/1937;    HMS Victory I 1/3/1939 
to 7/3/1939 Portsmouth;    HMS Argus 8/3/1939 to 20/3/1939. 

Then War Service:-HMS Pembroke 6/10/1939 - 12/10/1939 "called out by 
proclamation”;    HMS Rawalpindi 13/10/1939 - killed 23/11/1939 

 

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45 War Medal, RNR Long Service Medal 

His brothers Walter, Frederick and Joseph Ingate fell in the 1914-1918 War and his brother 
Claude was also wounded. His brother William was invalided out of the Royal Navy in 
World War 2.  

PETTICA� Wilfred Frank Seaman: Royal Naval Reserve: H.M.S. Rawalpindi: Date of 
Death: 23/11/1939: Service No: C/6072D  

The 1911 Census shows Wilfred Frank Pettican was born in1905.  Frank as he was known 
had been an engineer on yachts. Both Hector & Wilfred were keen fishermen and yachtsmen. 
. Both spent the winter months fishing. 

    

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45War Medal 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 13 of 156 

 

 

Both Hector and Wilfred are commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial 
Reference: 34, 1. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL their names are recorded on 
the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

THE THIRD MEMBER WAS:- 

  SEABROOK Anthony Driffield. Acting Sub Lieutenant: Royal 
Naval Reserve: H.M.S. Rawalpindi: Age: 21: Date of Death: 23/11/1939. He had 2 uncles 
Edmund and Francis Seabrook both killed in action with the Essex Yeomanry. They were 
both buried in the same grave on 13 May 1915. 

:  He was the son of Joseph Driffield Seabrook and Nora Seabrook, of Tolleshunt 
D'Arcy, Essex. His grandfather operated barges out of Tollesbury. They were the "stackies": - 
"Pride of Essex" & "D'Arcy Defender". The "stackies" took fodder to London & backhauled 
manure from the stables/ street sweepings from the City. They were sailed by a man, a boy & 
a dog. The boy sat on top of the haystack on deck giving instructions to the man at the helm 
& the dog dealt with the brats. Anthony was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve 

 He lived at Wycke farm on the border with Tollesbury. He attended Maldon 
Grammar school & did his naval training at HMS Worcester. He was at HMS Worcester as a 
16 year old.   



 Here he is seen pre-war with his brothers Brian on the left & Francis in the middle. His 
father died during the war & his brothers carried on running the farm.

Thames Nautical Training Col

After the introduction of competency examinations in 1851 it became clear that there 
was a need for pre-sea training for officers in the Royal and merchant services. A training 
ship already existed on the Mersey called the "Conway", so 
merchant and Richard Green, a Blackwall shipbuilder, proposed a similar vessel for the 
Thames. By 1861 the Admiralty had agreed to lend the "Worcester", a 50
training ship. The Thames Marine Officer Training Sc
with 18 cadets. Several vessels succeeded her, but they all retained the name "Worcester". 
The ship was initially stationed at Blackwall Reach, but was moved to Erith and then 
Greenhithe in 1871.   By 1920 the College had
purchased providing a permanent shore base. It had offices, a sick room, laundry, playing 
fields and a swimming pool. In 1938 the "Cutty Sark" was acquired by the College and 
berthed alongside the "Worcester". She wa
the "Cutty Sark Preservation Society" in 1953. The College closed in 1968 and Ingress 
Abbey became the site of the Merchant Navy College, which itself closed twenty years later. 

The cadets were regularly 
manning the yards. In the summer, they would work aloft at sail drill, and here they are 
showing their skills to an audience. Other exercises included rope work, reading a compass, 
and physical drill, including cutlass exercise
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war with his brothers Brian on the left & Francis in the middle. His 
father died during the war & his brothers carried on running the farm. 

 

Thames Nautical Training College, HMS Worcester 

After the introduction of competency examinations in 1851 it became clear that there 
sea training for officers in the Royal and merchant services. A training 

ship already existed on the Mersey called the "Conway", so William Bullivant, a London 
merchant and Richard Green, a Blackwall shipbuilder, proposed a similar vessel for the 
Thames. By 1861 the Admiralty had agreed to lend the "Worcester", a 50-gun frigate, as a 
training ship. The Thames Marine Officer Training School was opened the following year 
with 18 cadets. Several vessels succeeded her, but they all retained the name "Worcester". 
The ship was initially stationed at Blackwall Reach, but was moved to Erith and then 
Greenhithe in 1871.   By 1920 the College had about 200 cadets and Ingress Abbey was 
purchased providing a permanent shore base. It had offices, a sick room, laundry, playing 
fields and a swimming pool. In 1938 the "Cutty Sark" was acquired by the College and 
berthed alongside the "Worcester". She was used as a boating station until she was given to 
the "Cutty Sark Preservation Society" in 1953. The College closed in 1968 and Ingress 
Abbey became the site of the Merchant Navy College, which itself closed twenty years later. 

The cadets were regularly drilled in various exercises – here they can be seen 
manning the yards. In the summer, they would work aloft at sail drill, and here they are 
showing their skills to an audience. Other exercises included rope work, reading a compass, 

cluding cutlass exercise 

war with his brothers Brian on the left & Francis in the middle. His 

After the introduction of competency examinations in 1851 it became clear that there 
sea training for officers in the Royal and merchant services. A training 

William Bullivant, a London 
merchant and Richard Green, a Blackwall shipbuilder, proposed a similar vessel for the 

gun frigate, as a 
hool was opened the following year 

with 18 cadets. Several vessels succeeded her, but they all retained the name "Worcester". 
The ship was initially stationed at Blackwall Reach, but was moved to Erith and then 

about 200 cadets and Ingress Abbey was 
purchased providing a permanent shore base. It had offices, a sick room, laundry, playing 
fields and a swimming pool. In 1938 the "Cutty Sark" was acquired by the College and 

s used as a boating station until she was given to 
the "Cutty Sark Preservation Society" in 1953. The College closed in 1968 and Ingress 
Abbey became the site of the Merchant Navy College, which itself closed twenty years later.  

here they can be seen 
manning the yards. In the summer, they would work aloft at sail drill, and here they are 
showing their skills to an audience. Other exercises included rope work, reading a compass, 
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 The book “the Story of HMS Worcester" mentions the loss of Anthony & his fellow cadets 
on HMS Rawalpindi.  In 1934 he won a prize for English at HMS Worcester 

    

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45 War Medal 

  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 1, Column 2. Memorial: 
LIVERPOOL NAVAL MEMORIAL. He is also commemorated on the Tolleshunt D'Arcy 
War Memorial 

THE SI�KI�G OF S. S. MEREL 8 December 1939 

SOUTH, Charles Henry.  Boatswain, S.S. Merel (London), Merchant Navy. 8 December 
1939: Age 58.  

Husband of Charlotte South, of Tollesbury, Essex. The 1901 census shows Charles 
Henry South aged 19 Essex born & living at Tollesbury working as a Mariner .Unfortunately 
we have little on the man himself but more on the ship. 



He was lost while serving on the cargo ship S Merel during a voyage from Le Havre 
for London. The Merel ran into a minefield and struck a mine near the Gull Light Vessel and 
sank off Ramsgate and broke in two. Sh
1088tons built in 1925.  

The German Destroyers WILHELM HEIDKAMP, HANS LÜDEMANN, 
HERMANN KÜNNE and KARL GALSTER laid a minefield on the night of the 17th 
October 1939 & again a second mine barrage on the nigh
the area around Thames estuary. 

Ships which were sunk by this mine barrage
SS PONZANO (13th Nov), SS MATRA (13th Nov), SS WOODTOWN 
HOOKWOOD (23rd Nov), SS RUBISLAW (28th No
DALRYAN (1st Dec), MV SAN CALISTO (2nd Dec), SS MEREL (8th Dec). Italian SS 
GRAZIA (19th Nov) Dutch SS SPAARNDAM (27th Nov) Greek SS PARALOS (6th Dec) 
Swedish SS URSUS (15th Dec)

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead

Mem

DEATH BY �ATURAL CAUSES

MILLS, Charles Bertie: Petty Officer Stoker
Calliope: Age: 52: Date of Death: 08/04/1940

He was the son of George and Elizabeth Mills, husband 
Heath. He is believed to have died of natural causes.

ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 16 of 156 

 

He was lost while serving on the cargo ship S Merel during a voyage from Le Havre 
for London. The Merel ran into a minefield and struck a mine near the Gull Light Vessel and 
sank off Ramsgate and broke in two. She was built by Ayrshire Dockyard Irvine

The German Destroyers WILHELM HEIDKAMP, HANS LÜDEMANN, 
HERMANN KÜNNE and KARL GALSTER laid a minefield on the night of the 17th 
October 1939 & again a second mine barrage on the night of 12th / 13th November 1939 in 
the area around Thames estuary.  

Ships which were sunk by this mine barrage: - British MV BLANCHE (13th Nov), 
SS PONZANO (13th Nov), SS MATRA (13th Nov), SS WOODTOWN (15th
HOOKWOOD (23rd Nov), SS RUBISLAW (28th Nov), SS SHEAF CREST (30th Nov), SS 
DALRYAN (1st Dec), MV SAN CALISTO (2nd Dec), SS MEREL (8th Dec). Italian SS 
GRAZIA (19th Nov) Dutch SS SPAARNDAM (27th Nov) Greek SS PARALOS (6th Dec) 
Swedish SS URSUS (15th Dec) 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Memorial: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL Panel 

DEATH BY �ATURAL CAUSES  8 April 1940 

Petty Officer Stoker: Service No: C/311782:  Royal Navy
Date of Death: 08/04/1940 

He was the son of George and Elizabeth Mills, husband of Annie Daisy Mills, of Old 
He is believed to have died of natural causes. 

He was lost while serving on the cargo ship S Merel during a voyage from Le Havre 
for London. The Merel ran into a minefield and struck a mine near the Gull Light Vessel and 

e was built by Ayrshire Dockyard Irvine: and was 

The German Destroyers WILHELM HEIDKAMP, HANS LÜDEMANN, 
HERMANN KÜNNE and KARL GALSTER laid a minefield on the night of the 17th 

t of 12th / 13th November 1939 in 

British MV BLANCHE (13th Nov), 
(15th Nov), SS 

v), SS SHEAF CREST (30th Nov), SS 
DALRYAN (1st Dec), MV SAN CALISTO (2nd Dec), SS MEREL (8th Dec). Italian SS 
GRAZIA (19th Nov) Dutch SS SPAARNDAM (27th Nov) Greek SS PARALOS (6th Dec) 

 

 

Royal Navy H.M.S. 

of Annie Daisy Mills, of Old 
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HMS Calliope circa 1880   

  H. M. S. Calliope at the time of his death was a shore establishment under the Flag 
Officer-in-Charge, Newcastle. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: EAST DONYLAND CEMETERY 

THE LOSS OF HMS THISTLE  14 April 1940 

  

TODD Joseph:  Chief Engine Room Artificer Royal Navy: H.M. Submarine Thistle Age: 
42 Date of Death: 14/04/1940 Service No: P/M 29775  

He was the son of Charles and Catherine Todd; husband of Lilian Todd, of Tolleshunt 
D'Arcy, Essex.  
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HMS THISTLE taken August 1939 

 On the 10th April 1940 she was torpedoed off Utsira, Norway by U4 

In the belief that a German invasion of Norway was imminent Flag Officer 
Submarines ordered HMS Thistle to Stavanger with orders to sink any enemy vessel that she 
may spot in the harbour. On 10th April Thistle signalled her intentions in complying with this 
order and that she had two torpedoes remaining after an unsuccessful attack on a U-boat. 
With this in mind the Admiralty changed her orders to patrol off Skudenes. No further 
contact was made with the Thistle. It was later discovered that U4, the U-boat Thistle had 
previously attacked had, sighted the submarine on the surface and sunk her with torpedoes. 

 

1939-1945 STAR; ATLANTIC STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE 
MEDAL 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 41, Column 1. Memorial: 
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 
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LOSS OF HMYGRIVE 1 June 1940 

FROST Frederick: Chief Cook: Naval Auxiliary Personnel (Merchant Navy) H. M. 
Yacht Grive. Age: 21 Date of Death: 01/06/1940  

Fred had been a yachtsman. His ship was struck by a magnetic mine in the Dunkirk 
rescue just after she had reached the French coast from Dover. 

. Also on the "HMS Grive" was Jack Wash from Tollesbury. He was on deck when 
the mine struck and he was saved. Jack was only 17 at the time. HMS Grive was a Fleet Air 
Arm tender captained by Lieutenant C. E. West RNR. 
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From the archives of the Scotsman 
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    1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

  

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 13, Column 2. LIVERPOOL 
NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

 HEARD Hubert:  Seaman: Royal Naval Reserve: H.M.S. Jervis Bay: 
Age: 29: Date of Death: 05/11/1940: Service No: C/X 10416B  

He was the Husband of Ida Mary Heard, of Tollesbury, Essex. His widow 
subsequently married his brother Peter only to be widowed again .He was a founder member 
of the Tollesbury Sailing Club with his brother Peter and between the wars would often come 
home from fishing and immediately go off sailing.  He was a keen footballer & wildfowler. 
He was nick-named "Crab" and was proud to be Tollesbury born & bred. Remembered by his 
peers for his humorous, pleasant disposition and as a very good friend; and by his family as 
great fun and an affectionate brother and uncle. He had joined the RNR and was called up at 
the outset of the war. Apart from Peter, he had two other brothers Edgar & Joseph plus a 
sister Muriel.  The 4 brothers formed "The Stag's Head Oyster Company" between the wars 
and they carried on fishing through the war. Edgar caught a mine in his nets on his smack 
"Rosina" (CK65), which was badly damaged when the mine exploded. During the 1st World 
War, Edgar had lied about his age & joined up at 17 and had been captured by the Turks. 
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In March 1940, Fegen was promoted Captain, and given command of Armed 

Merchant Cruiser On 5 %ovember 1940, HMS Jervis Bay (Capt. Edward Stephen Fogarty 

Fegen, R%) was shelled and sunk in position 52º41'%, 32º17'W by the German pocket-

battleship Admiral Scheer while engaging the superior enemy ship in a heroic, if hopeless, 

fight to give the 37 merchants in the convoy HX-84 a chance to escape, because the armed 

merchant cruiser was the sole escort. Fegen knew that his ship’s guns would not be able to 

reach the Admiral Scheer, so he broke out of line and headed straight for the German ship, 

opening fire once clear of the convoy, allowing the convoy time to scatter and escape. The 

Admiral Scheer directly hit the Jervis Bay, setting the bridge on fire, and shattering Fegen’s 

right arm. The Jervis Bay’s fire control, range-finder, steering gear and wireless were put 

out of action. The ship was hit repeatedly on her superstructure and her hull was holed in 

several places. Major fires started down below. The ship’s White Ensign was shot from the 

flagstaff, but out of sheer bravado, a member of the crew, nailed it to another. Out gunned 

and on fire, the Jervis Bay continued the hopeless fight against the Admiral Scheer for three 

hours. The Jervis Bay was last seen by convoy HX84 at 7pm burning, but still afloat. The ship 

eventually sank an hour later, with the White Ensign still nailed to its temporary staff. Her 

sacrifice allowed many ships of the convoy to scatter and escape in the night. Capt. E.S.F. 

Fegen (R%) was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. Citation: "For valour in 

challenging hopeless odds and giving his life to save the many ships it was his duty to protect. 

On the 5th of %ovember, 1940, in heavy seas, Captain Fegen, in His Majesty's Armed 

Merchant Cruiser Jervis Bay, was escorting thirty-eight Merchantmen. Sighting a powerful 

German warship he at once drew clear of the Convoy, made straight for the enemy and 

brought his ship between the raider and her prey, so that they might scatter and escape. 

Crippled, in flames, unable to reply, for nearly an hour the Jervis Bay held the German's fire. 

So she went down; but of the Merchantmen all but four or five were saved."    190 men were 

lost, while 65 survivors were picked up by the Swedish merchant Stureholm that had turned 

back during the night to search for survivors. Fegen was awarded a posthumous Victoria 

Cross, for his brave actions on the 17th %ovember 1940, which was gazetted on the 22nd 

 

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45 War Medal  
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Admiral Scheer 

Commonwealth War Dead Reference: 40, 1. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL 
MEMORIAL His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury  

HM YACHT ESSEX MAID 

 

KI�G Raymond William:  Seaman Steward: Royal Naval Patrol Service:  HM.Yacht Essex 
Maid: Age: 25: Date of Death: 02/12/1940:  Service No: LT/JX185800  

His father owned the outfitters where the Surgery was built later. In 1942 she was a 
harbour defence patrol craft based at Wivenhoe. The picture of HM Yacht Essex Maid was 
taken in 1943. He was wounded and died in Chatham Naval Hospital. 

 



1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial
SPRINGFIELD (HOLY TRINITY) CHURCHYARD
Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury

THE LOSS OF THE TANKER SCOTTISH TANKER

LEWIS James Richard: Fourth Engineer Officer
(London): Age: 25 Date of Death: 21/02/1941
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1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Grave 945. Cemetery: 
SPRINGFIELD (HOLY TRINITY) CHURCHYARD .His name is recorded on the Roll of 

Tollesbury 

THE LOSS OF THE TANKER SCOTTISH TANKER 

 

Fourth Engineer Officer: Merchant Navy M.V. Scottish
Age: 25 Date of Death: 21/02/1941  

James aboard ship: aged 19 & at home. 

 

1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

Reference: Grave 945. Cemetery: 
His name is recorded on the Roll of 

. Scottish Standard 
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He was the son of Sidney Lewis, and of Sarah Lewis, of Tollesbury, Essex.   .  

 

The tanker SCOTTISH STANDARD, Capt. J. Ward, was part of outward convoy 
OB288. She was attacked by a German FW200 Kondor dive-bomber in the North Atlantic on 
February 21st, 1941, damaged and set on fire, position 59.09N 16.18W. On the next day, she 
was torpedoed and sunk by U-96 position 59.20N 16.12W. Five men were killed. Capt. Ward 
was among the 39 survivors but James was not among them. She was on a voyage from 
the Clyde to New York in ballast. Destroyer HMS MONTGOMERY (ex-USS WICKES) 
rescued the survivors of Scottish Standard, landing them at Liverpool. 

 

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 94. TOWER HILL 
MEMORIAL (C) CWGC. The Tower Hill Memorial commemorates men and women of 
the Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets who died  
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THE DAY THE THAMES CAUGHT FIRE  11 April 1941 

This story concerns a sailor from Rowhedge, who was killed in World War 2 

 

PEARSO�, Adolphus Felix (DOLPH). Berthing Master at the Thameshaven Oil Storage 
Facilities. Killed by Enemy Action 11th April 1941.Aged 47 

 

The above information on his death is from the inscription on his wife's grave at East 
Donyland & the Memorial at Saint Lawrence's church. His wife Ruby died 10th April 1966 
aged 65 years. Also, commemorated on her grave is Sergeant Pilot Peter Pearson Tye 
RAFVR "Killed on Active Service" in Canada 12th June 1943, who was her nephew. Dolph 
was not originally listed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission records.   

 

Quay House is at the stern of the vessel 
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He was the son of Robert & Gertrude Arabella Pearson, of Quay House, Rowhedge. 
His father was a Master painter. He was born on the 5th January 1895 at East Donyland & 
was baptised on the 3rd March 1895 at East Donyland. He lived at Quay House, Rowhedge 
with 5 older sisters; Katie, Gerty, Violet, Flo & Edie. He attended Saint Lawrence Church of 
England Primary School, East Donyland between 1901 & 1906 (Admission number 2321). 

He went to sea as a Deck Apprentice to George Duncan & Co. of 2 East India 
Avenue, London EC on the 26th May 1910. His father, Robert paid £30, being a premium for 
taking his son as an apprentice and teaching him the business of a seaman. His pay was - 1st 
year £4, 2nd year £5, 3rd year £7 & £10 for the 4th. On the 8th September 1913, his 
indentures were transferred to Taltal Shipping of Bishopgate London EC. He completed his 
indentures on the 10th November 1914. As was customary, he became 3rd Mate before his 
indentures were complete. From the 13th September 1913 to 6th November 1914 he served 
on the Barque "Lauriston" (which subsequently was transferred to the Russian Navy to train 
their officers, as the TOVARISHTCH). He sailed as 3rd Mate. The TOVARISHTCH was 
sunk in World War 2 by a German bomber. 

 

"Lauriston" 

From the 9th March 1915 to 9th January 1917 he sailed as 2nd Mate on the S. S. 

%orthumbria.  The %orthumbria, herself was subsequently sunk by a mine on the 9th January 
1919. Fort Wayne (PA) News And Sentinel "The British steamer %orthumbria struck a mine 

off Middlesborough Thursday, and it is believed that most of the crew was lost. A boat with 

two survivors and eight dead has been washed ashore at %ewton Abbott. Four boats which 

left the ship with survivors are missing, and it is believed that the boats were swamped while 

attempting to make shore. " 

On leaving the sea in 1917, Dolph was transferred to the Army. He was 
commissioned as a subaltern on the 8th October 1917 and promoted Lieutenant on the 8th 
April 1919. He was a Lieutenant with the Inland Water Transport Section in Egypt. His home 
is recorded as High St, East Donyland (In Absent Voters' List, Colchester, Spring 1919 p83). 
He was released from Military Duty on 1st August 1919. He was awarded the Mercantile 
Marine Medal (ribbon 28th November 1919 & the medal 20th May 1921) 
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He went back to sea as 2nd Mate on the S. S. Singapore between 4th October 1919 
and 25th November 1920. His "Master Foreign Going Certificate" was issued 11th April 
1921 (No. 043175) at the Port of Colchester on 9th May 1921. He then sailed as 1st Mate on 
the S. S. Singapore (22nd March to 15th September 1922) & S. S. L' Invicta (28th February 
1923 to 20th March 1924). From March 1924 he was Berthing Master at Thameshaven.  

He married Elizabeth Isabella Ruby Broad at Stanford-le-Hope Church near 
Southend-on-Sea. They had a daughter Lynda born 4th July 1934 & David 11th October 
1935. Lynda emigrated to Canada in 1962 and was a Chartered Accountant. David followed 
his father to sea & became a Master Mariner.  David was a cross-Channel ferry captain, who 
in 1987 was commanding the ferry Nordic. While waiting to berth at Zeebrugge, the Herald 
of Free Enterprise capsized outside the harbour & David took his ship to rescue survivors.  

WORLD WAR 2 The Thameshaven oil storage facilities had suffered attack during 
the Battle of Britain in 1940 with major fires resulting. However, on the 9th April 1941 
Dolph was supervising the berthing of a loaded petroleum tanker, having agreed to "Stand in" 
for a colleague. He was killed in an explosion on the wharf.  A German plane had dropped a 
magnetic parachute mine, which became entangled with the Refinery wharf and was 
detonated by a tanker as she berthed. It is thought that in lowering an anchor, she nullified the 
degaussing protection. Dolph was treated in a saline berth at Orsett Hospital for two days 
before ultimately succumbing to extensive burns. 

The following is an article of an eyewitness account from a newspaper published 20 
years later: - "SHIP THAT SET THE THAMES O� FIRE .....The British tanker Lanula 
with more than 8,000 tons of pool spirit from the United States had been going to berth at 
Shellhaven, a few hundred yards downstream, but at the last moment the berthing clerk had 
rung up “someone saw a mine at low water on the foreshore. We don't think it is safe to berth 
the Lanula at Shellhaven" so she was switched to Thameshaven..... Captain Pearson, the 
Berthing Master, was seen calling instructions through his hailer; the tow ropes were 
slackened behind the attendant tug, as the Lanula came nearer. Someone on board threw a 
line to a boatman, who had begun rowing with it towards the jetty. A moment later, the 
Lanula's anchor dropped from the bow.   

Suddenly an explosion beneath the surface threw the ship out of the water. When she 
came down, her back was broken, flames enveloped her from stem to stern...It was as if some 
huge firework had gone off, pouring out clouds of black smoke that had at its centre a column 
of flame a hundred yards high, its periphery a shower of petrol that came down setting fire to 
cranes, wharves and buildings.  

Captain Pearson, ablaze from head to foot was running frantically down the jetty. He 
fell before anyone could reach him....The ship was unapproachable: her crew must have died 

instantly. The boat and its crew had disappeared. The tug upside down and burning 
dangerously was drifting...it crashed through the adjoining jetty and set it on fire....the shore 
operators isolated the fuel lines from the jetties...the burning tug, which had crashed through 
3 jetties was bearing down on a fourth, where since Dunkirk a naval party had been stationed 
with torpedoes...the men were furiously active in an attempt to fire them off before the tug 

reached them.  

Out of dense smoke behind the Lanula came a salvage vessel. As she got alongside 
the blazing wreck a man leapt aboard with a line...the thud of torpedoes hitting the Thames 



mud was heard,... the salvage tug took the strain and towed the wreck into the darkness...The 
Thames itself caught fire, patch after patch of flame arose until it seemed to spread almost 
across to the Kent village of Cliffe, three quarters of a mile away. Petrol pouring from deep 
down out of the Lanula's hold was being carried by the ebb tide and igniting by flashback as 
it surfaced...."  

 Thameshaven under attack September 7th 1940 from a German a

   

His Memorial on his wife's grave at East Donyland
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mud was heard,... the salvage tug took the strain and towed the wreck into the darkness...The 
Thames itself caught fire, patch after patch of flame arose until it seemed to spread almost 

he Kent village of Cliffe, three quarters of a mile away. Petrol pouring from deep 
down out of the Lanula's hold was being carried by the ebb tide and igniting by flashback as 

Thameshaven under attack September 7th 1940 from a German a

 

His Memorial on his wife's grave at East Donyland & his Memorial at Saint Lawrence 
Rowhedge 

mud was heard,... the salvage tug took the strain and towed the wreck into the darkness...The 
Thames itself caught fire, patch after patch of flame arose until it seemed to spread almost 

he Kent village of Cliffe, three quarters of a mile away. Petrol pouring from deep 
down out of the Lanula's hold was being carried by the ebb tide and igniting by flashback as 

 

Thameshaven under attack September 7th 1940 from a German aircraft. 

 

is Memorial at Saint Lawrence 



THE SI�KI�G OF THE GOLDE� GRAI�

On the 19th August 1941, while on voyage to the Thames, the Golden Grain hit an acoustic mine off 

Foulness Island close to the Maplin Split. All 3 of the crew were lost.

MALLETT Sidney was born & lived as a teenager in Great Wigborough before going to sea. He was 

the husband of E. F. Mallett, of Rowhedge, Essex.

FARTHI�G John Charles,   the Engineer Of

a 13 year old born & living in West Mersea, working as a Straw Binder.  

Marriages in 1940 to celebrate their Centenary, John is shown as having served the company for over 

25 years. 

KEEBLE Alfred Edmund The Mate

40. Son of Alfred and Lilian Keeble; husband of D. A. Keeble, of Tollesbury, Essex. 

Throughout the war shipping plying the East coast routes was very vulnerable. The

destroyers and submarines, as well as being attacked regularly by aircraft based a few miles away in 

Northern France and the Low Countries. Amongst those at high risk were the small motor vessels & 

sailing barges, as they were too slow to 

& unprotected. Although the motor vessels had been degaussed to protect against magnetic mines, 

they were still at risk to acoustic mines, as they moved very slowly along the shallow inshore rou

chugging motors.  

 E Marriage & Son were flour millers, who had been operating on the East Coast for a hundred years 

in 1940. They owned 2 motor vessels

1930s.  
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THE SI�KI�G OF THE GOLDE� GRAI� 19 August 1941 

 

On the 19th August 1941, while on voyage to the Thames, the Golden Grain hit an acoustic mine off 

Foulness Island close to the Maplin Split. All 3 of the crew were lost. 

born & lived as a teenager in Great Wigborough before going to sea. He was 

the husband of E. F. Mallett, of Rowhedge, Essex. 

,   the Engineer Officer was aged: 52: in the 1901 Census, he is shown as 

a 13 year old born & living in West Mersea, working as a Straw Binder.  In the book issued by 

Marriages in 1940 to celebrate their Centenary, John is shown as having served the company for over 

The Mate, on the M.V. Golden Grain (Harwich), Merchant Navy: Aged 

40. Son of Alfred and Lilian Keeble; husband of D. A. Keeble, of Tollesbury, Essex. 

Throughout the war shipping plying the East coast routes was very vulnerable. The

destroyers and submarines, as well as being attacked regularly by aircraft based a few miles away in 

Northern France and the Low Countries. Amongst those at high risk were the small motor vessels & 

sailing barges, as they were too slow to travel in convoys. Consequently, they travelled independently 

& unprotected. Although the motor vessels had been degaussed to protect against magnetic mines, 

they were still at risk to acoustic mines, as they moved very slowly along the shallow inshore rou

MV THE MILLER 

E Marriage & Son were flour millers, who had been operating on the East Coast for a hundred years 

in 1940. They owned 2 motor vessels; M. V. Golden Grain & M. V.  The Miller both built in the early 

On the 19th August 1941, while on voyage to the Thames, the Golden Grain hit an acoustic mine off 

born & lived as a teenager in Great Wigborough before going to sea. He was 

n the 1901 Census, he is shown as 

In the book issued by 

Marriages in 1940 to celebrate their Centenary, John is shown as having served the company for over 

. Golden Grain (Harwich), Merchant Navy: Aged 

40. Son of Alfred and Lilian Keeble; husband of D. A. Keeble, of Tollesbury, Essex.  

Throughout the war shipping plying the East coast routes was very vulnerable. They faced E-boats, 

destroyers and submarines, as well as being attacked regularly by aircraft based a few miles away in 

Northern France and the Low Countries. Amongst those at high risk were the small motor vessels & 

travel in convoys. Consequently, they travelled independently 

& unprotected. Although the motor vessels had been degaussed to protect against magnetic mines, 

they were still at risk to acoustic mines, as they moved very slowly along the shallow inshore route on 

 

E Marriage & Son were flour millers, who had been operating on the East Coast for a hundred years 

both built in the early 



     In the early hours of the 13th June 1940, a Handley Page Hampden bomber of no 144 

Squadron from R. A. F. Hemswell, near Gainsborough in Lincolnshire, struck the cable of one of the 

barrage balloons and crashed into East Anglia Mills at Felixstowe with disastro

3 members of the bomber crew & a mill employee were killed. The silo house and part of the mill 

were badly damaged and the mill had to suspend operation for 

the bomber's fuel tanks was sprayed ove

Marriages' own motor barges Golden Grain & 

Master of the Golden Grain, Ernest Parker was burnt by the blazing fuel.

In September 1940, the Ministry 

to Sheerness. At this point, Captain Parker , who was aged 62 took a shore job at the mill, as did his 

son,  Cyril, who had been ship's engineer on the Golden Grain went to work at Paxman's Britann

Works testing Landing Craft engines. On the 22nd September 1940, Sidney Mallett took over as 

Master of M. V. Golden Grain and The Miller's former 

Engineering Officer, while the Golden Grain's former Mate, Albert Keeble

on board.   

MV GOLDEN GRAIN Albert Keeble the mate is just behind the mast.

Alfred Keeble is standing at the back. 

Parker is on the right. Ronald Parker, the Mast

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 52.: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL
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he early hours of the 13th June 1940, a Handley Page Hampden bomber of no 144 

Squadron from R. A. F. Hemswell, near Gainsborough in Lincolnshire, struck the cable of one of the 

barrage balloons and crashed into East Anglia Mills at Felixstowe with disastrous consequences. The 

3 members of the bomber crew & a mill employee were killed. The silo house and part of the mill 

were badly damaged and the mill had to suspend operation for a period of 2 years. Burning fuel from 

the bomber's fuel tanks was sprayed over the sailing barges Phoenician and Raybel and over 

Marriages' own motor barges Golden Grain & the Miller, which were all lying at the North Quay. The 

Master of the Golden Grain, Ernest Parker was burnt by the blazing fuel. 

In September 1940, the Ministry of Shipping requisitioned The Miller and she was delivered 

to Sheerness. At this point, Captain Parker , who was aged 62 took a shore job at the mill, as did his 

son,  Cyril, who had been ship's engineer on the Golden Grain went to work at Paxman's Britann

Works testing Landing Craft engines. On the 22nd September 1940, Sidney Mallett took over as 

Master of M. V. Golden Grain and The Miller's former Engineer; John Farthing became her 

Engineering Officer, while the Golden Grain's former Mate, Albert Keeble from Tollesbury continued 

MV GOLDEN GRAIN Albert Keeble the mate is just behind the mast.

Alfred Keeble is standing at the back. On the left is the Master, Ernest Parker and the Engineer Cyril 

Ronald Parker, the Master's grandson is in front. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 52.: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL

he early hours of the 13th June 1940, a Handley Page Hampden bomber of no 144 

Squadron from R. A. F. Hemswell, near Gainsborough in Lincolnshire, struck the cable of one of the 

us consequences. The 

3 members of the bomber crew & a mill employee were killed. The silo house and part of the mill 

of 2 years. Burning fuel from 

r the sailing barges Phoenician and Raybel and over 

Miller, which were all lying at the North Quay. The 

of Shipping requisitioned The Miller and she was delivered 

to Sheerness. At this point, Captain Parker , who was aged 62 took a shore job at the mill, as did his 

son,  Cyril, who had been ship's engineer on the Golden Grain went to work at Paxman's Britannia 

Works testing Landing Craft engines. On the 22nd September 1940, Sidney Mallett took over as 

John Farthing became her 

from Tollesbury continued 

 

MV GOLDEN GRAIN Albert Keeble the mate is just behind the mast. 

Ernest Parker and the Engineer Cyril 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 52.: TOWER HILL MEMORIAL 
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LOSS OF SUBMARI�E P 33 20 August 1941 

 

FROST Ronald Sycamore. Lieutenant Royal Naval Reserve: H. M. Submarine P.33.Age: 32     Date 

of Death: 20/08/1941 

He was the son of George and Edith Frost; husband of Betty Lilian Frost, of Ashtead, Surrey. 

Ronald was born in Albany Villa on 4th August 1909, the last of my branch of the family to be born 

in Tollesbury. The extended Frost family from Tollesbury lost John Augustus in 1917 while serving 

with the 8th Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment in 1917. Another 3 Frosts were lost in 

WW2 besides Raymond. He attended Colchester Grammar School and spent part of his early 

childhood in Brightlingsea. He was fortunate to survive an attack of polio at about 18 months without 

any apparent long term effects. 

Given the family background it is hardly surprising to find that in on 7th May 1925 he went to 

the Incorporated Thames Nautical Training College, WORCESTER, and a former two decker lying 

off Greenhithe. He was sponsored for his two year course by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 

Navigation Co who contributed half of the annual fees of £140. He left on 14th April 1927 with a 

"First class extra" certificate for both scholastic and seamanship work. 

In a letter dated 3rd January 1996 P G Fitzherbert wrote, "I joined the ship in September 

1925, so Ronald was one term senior to me. The WORCESTER was a rough place at that time, the 

Captain Superintendent, Sayers, was a rough type and so was the Chief Officer, P T Perkins. Corporal 

punishment was the order of the day and senior boys persecuted their juniors. A tarred two and a half 

inch rope was always used. R Frost was a dark boy, black haired and with a bronzed skin. He was 

always cheerful, seldom without a grin on his face. In a competition to name the W's first motor boat 

he won with 'GOZLIKELL' but it was too undignified to be adopted. We were in the top form 

together. He must have been a smart lad to pass out first class extra. He never was a Cadet Captain, 

but those were appointed to suit the convenience of the staff, and a C-C had to be a bit of a swine, and 

R S Frost was never that." 

Another contemporary, Bill Harman, writing in January 1996, says, "Of course I still 

remember Ronald, but only in WORCESTER days. We joined the ship on the same day, so as first 

termers went through together. The Houlder SS Co instituted a boat race and, from memory, there 

were six crews in a knockout competition. I had a crew which comprised R C F Hatch (stroke), 

Frazer, Pig Gilroy, Tom Durrant, Ronald Frost and myself. As my shoulder prevented my rowing 

your father took my place. The crew won the competition and each were given a silver oar". The oar, 

sadly, has not survived. 

Correspondence between the WORCESTER and Captain Edward Sycamore shows that 

Ronald was keen on joining the Royal Naval Reserve, which he did as a Midshipman on 1st May 
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1927. This was followed by six months training in HMS MARLBOROUGH, a battleship relegated to 

an accommodation and training role, probably at Portland. His travel expense claim for the journey 

home via Chatham on 13th November 1927 has survived. He was subsequently promoted to Acting 

Sub Lieutenant on 4th August 1930 and to Sub Lieutenant on 21st September 1931. 

Ronald's first ship as a cadet was the SS KHYBER, which he joined on 12th December 1927 

in London for a voyage to the Far East and Japan. He then made six voyages in the RMS 

NARKUNDA to Australia via the Suez Canal, Bombay and Colombo between April 1928 and 

January 1930. An indistinct photograph taken in 1929 shows him relaxing on deck with his girl friend 

Lola Perton. His eighth voyage as a cadet was in the RMS KAISER-I-HIND to Bombay. On leaving 

he went to Devonport for three months RNR training. He passed for Second Mate on 19th May 1930. 

Promotion to fourth officer followed in November 1930 with four more voyages to Australia via Suez 

and Colombo, this time in the SS BENDIGO. 

His Worcester diary for1930 has survived (it also contains some entries for other years). It 

shows his address as White Lodge and that he went there on 25th January, the ship having docked in 

Tilbury the day before. He joined the KAISER-I-HIND on 28th January. 

He left the BENDIGO on 29th February 1932 on one month's full pay and six months half 

pay and started twelve months RNR training. He served briefly in the emergency destroyer HMS 

SCIMITAR from 2nd to 29th April 1932 before joining HMS DOLPHIN on 2nd July for submarine 

training which lasted until 19th August. After the course he spent seven months at sea partly in L19, 

for the autumn cruise, and partly in H49 based at Portland. It is not clear whether this period of 

training was planned or simply an expedient to fill in time whilst he was without a ship in the 

Depression. The photograph of him on number 331 anti gas course was probably taken in early 1933. 

When the training ended he quickly obtained an appointment in the RMS JAMAICA 

PLANTER which he joined on 29th April 1933 as fourth officer for two voyages. Compared to the 

100 day voyages with P&O these were short ones of fewer than six weeks, but were no doubt very 

welcome in the conditions of the time. He left the JAMAICA PLANTER on 25th July 1933 and 

seems to have been unemployed until 23rd February 1934. 

There then followed a long spell with the New Zealand Shipping Company on the route from 

London via Panama to New Zealand. Two voyages in the RMMV RANGITATA (16,737 tons) as 

fourth officer were followed by a brief time ashore to sit the exam for First Mate which he passed on 

12th November 1934 before joining the dock staff at Royal Albert Dock on 22nd November. The 

exam also earned him promotion to Lieutenant RNR. He made five voyages as fourth officer of the 

elderly RMS REMUERA (11,445 tons) between 10th December 1934 and 18th July 1936. Promotion 

to third officer of the SS HORORATA was followed by an unusually long voyage between 30th July 

1936 and 14th February 1937, eight weeks of which were spent in Port Chalmers. The photo album 

reveals that some time was spent at the golf club. HORORATA was quite old (she was on her 40th 

voyage and was deleted from the company's list by 1939) and the delay may have been occasioned by 

defects. Four days later he joined the SS WESTMORELAND (8,967 tons), of the associated Federal 

Steam Navigation Company, for a short voyage in Europe and then a longer one to New Zealand. 

Sailing on 2nd April the outward voyage was via Panama but the return was via Cape Horn, 

Montevideo and Dakar reaching home on 8th August 1937. Most of the officers seem to have grown 

beards and Ronald sported a Hitler moustache. At about this time he applied to transfer to the Royal 

Navy but this was not accepted and his service record does not show why. 
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After a break of one month as Navigating Officer of the submarine H33 based at Portland, 

Ronald joined the SS TURAKINA (8,706 tons) as Second Officer at Ellesmere Port on 1st November 

1937. He made two voyages to Australia via Cape Town and one to New Zealand via Panama. Tom 

Garriock who served in the ship with Ronald for two voyages recalls problems in lowering the 

topmasts to get the ship up to Manchester and that the second voyage was notable for the damage 

done to the jetty in Cape Town and the bad weather on the run from there to Australia. Ronald left the 

ship on 21st March 1939 for unspecified hospital treatment and must also have used the time to sit his 

Master’s exam as his naval record shows his certificate as number 43406 on 1st May 1939. It was a 

fortunate parting, for TURAKINA was to be sunk by a raider in the Tasman Sea on 20th August 

1940, together with Captain Laird and all her senior officers, after putting up a spirited defence. 

REMUERA and WESTMORELAND also became war losses. 

There his carefully recorded voyage log ends but his naval record shows he was mobilised on 

3rd August 1939 and appointed to the submarine HMS OBERON where he stayed until February 

1940. On 25th February 1940 he was appointed to HMS TALISMAN which was building at 

Birkenhead but it is not clear how long he was with her, though certainly until December 1940 when 

an S206 is recorded. The notation QO dated 22nd December 1940 is assumed to mean he was 

classified as a Qualified Officer on that date. 

An undated entry records he was appointed to HMS AMBROSE (at Dundee) for L26 as First 

Lieutenant and a subsequent one shows him as HMS CYCLOPS additional for L26 as First 

Lieutenant on 24th March 1941. An undated letter to Marie from L26 says that "Life is not very 

exciting at the moment and apart from two cinema shows a week there is nothing at all to do". 

Writing on 7th February 2001 Dick Raikes said, "As you know I was No 1 of TALISMAN at 

Birkenhead and through trials and her first patrol. I remember Ronnie very well of course at this time 

and later. He was entirely imperturbable and generally had a wicked grin on his face. He was a 

brilliant navigator. Our first patrol was off the Gironde, where we landed two agents - one French and 

one British. We ran aground south of the Gironde, but of course we were trimmed down and there 

was no problem. Getting rid of the agents was a nightmare. The bloody Frenchman refused to go until 

he’d said farewell (with a kiss) to the whole crew. When we finally got him in the canoe they pulled 

out into the Atlantic instead of towards the shore and we had to haul them back. They were on a line 

of course so that we could recover the canoe without leaving any trace of a landing. When we finally 

got them away I fell in off the fore end casing! Ronnie pulled me out and I remember him saying, ‘If 

Joan could see you now it would be bloody twins’. Bridget was born a week later." 

"I left TALISMAN for the PERISHER. To my great pleasure Ronnie was No 1 of my first 

boat L26. We had a few excitements including being bombed at the mouth of the Forth and losing our 

compass. We were in thick mist and somehow navigated back to Dundee thanks to Ronnie. Still 

always cheerful he was no stranger to practical jokes in Rosyth where among other things he pinched 

some silver from a destroyer and had a hilarious time returning it without being caught. They had digs 

near Rosyth and I do remember Betty being locked in the bathroom while the landlady went shopping. 

When doing torpedo trials at Arrochar (TALISMAN) Betty and Joan reported an inoffensive old man 

in a local hotel as a spy because he was watching TALISMAN through binoculars. There was never a 

dull moment with Ronnie around" 

On 25th April 1941 Ronald was appointed to P33 for trials and as First Lieutenant on 

commissioning. He had, it seems, been selected for the submarine command course but the 

unavailability of another officer for P33 meant he stayed in the ship. P33 was a U class submarine 
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built at Barrow and completed on 30th May. On 15th June her depot was changed from HMS 

DOLPHIN to HMS ST ANGELO indicating she was then on her way to Malta. She left Malta for her 

first patrol, in the Gulf of Hammamet, on 11th July. 

According to "The Fighting Tenth" by John Wingate, "Here her duty was to carry out a 

reconnaissance, in preparation for another cloak-and-dagger mission a few days later when UNION 

was to pick up spies from a fishing boat. But this first patrol was a good deal more dramatic than 

intended. On the afternoon of 15th July, P33 was off the heavily fortified Italian island of Pantellaria, 

when she sighted 'a small but important enemy convoy', in the words of her fourth hand and torpedo 

officer, Lieutenant Jackie Fox, 'which consisted of two merchant ships, heavily escorted by maritime 

aircraft and six destroyers'." 

Fox later recorded his admiration of the CO's 'brilliantly executed submerged attack'. "Taking 

his submarine undetected through the destroyer screen he fired four torpedoes from a range of 1,500 

yards at his target [BARBAGIO, 5,293 tons]: she was hit by at least one torpedo and sank. To avoid 

the counter-attack, the Captain went deep and ordered 'Silent Routine'. But for an hour and a half, the 

destroyers carried out a series of persistent and accurate depth charge attacks on P33: some fifty 

explosions, very close, were counted in the submarine. The boat's main ballast pump, one main 

electric propulsion motor, main lighting, the steering and the hydroplanes were put out of action by 

this battering. As P33 spiralled downwards out of control to a depth of 350 feet (deeper than any U-

class submarine had so far been), the pressure hull creaked, rivets sprang, and the stern glands and 

hull valves leaked alarmingly. But a main ballast trim was skilfully caught before it was too late. 

When the enemy were probably running short of depth charges (perhaps they thought the submarine 

was a goner), the destroyers withdrew from the scene. Five hours later, after making good the worst of 

the damage caused by the counter-attack, P33 surfaced. Badly mauled, she limped back to Malta 

where she was docked for extensive repairs: not the least of the damage was a distorted pressure hull." 

In a letter dated 17th September 1995 Jack Fox says, "I do indeed remember your father well 

and I can readily picture him in my mind's eye standing in the control room of P33. I had great 

admiration for him, and I especially remember him as being quietly, seemingly always, cheerful and 

unflappable. Indeed it was he, and the Captain (Lt Cdr R D Whiteway-Wilkinson) who saved us from 

doom in the dark deepness of the Mediterranean on 15th July 1941 when we got a battering after 

carrying out a successful attack on a heavily defended (and therefore likely important) Italian convoy 

bound for North Africa. Your father skilfully caught a 'main ballast' trim which saved us from 

exploring further down deeper than any U class boat had then been and come up again. I joined P33 

as a Sub Lieutenant on 8th June 1941 when she was alongside the submarine depot ship TITANIA at 

Holy Loch, Dunoon. I had a pier head jump and the submarine sailed next day for the Mediterranean 

and Malta. I remember we arrived at Malta in early July 1941 after a stopover at Gibraltar of about 

two days. We sailed from Malta on our first patrol on about 11th July 1941. We were recalled to 

Malta after our battering on 15th July and spent about a week in Dockyard hands for repairs. As to the 

circumstances of the loss of P33, frankly I am dubious about the Italian naval history claim that she 

was sunk by depth charging off Pantellaria on 23rd August 1941." 
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HMS SUBMARI�E P 33 (u Class) 

After being repaired P33 sailed from Malta, to a position seventeen miles West North West of 

Tripoli lighthouse, on 6th August but failed to return on the 21st. On 18th August UNIQUE attempted 

to contact her on SST but without success. Shortly after noon on that day P32 heard depth charging in 

the vicinity of the other two submarines. At first it was officially thought P33 had been mined on 20th 

August but the official Italian naval history suggests she was sunk by depth charges from the 

submarine chasers MAS 547 and 548 off Pantellaria on 23rd August. If this is so it is unclear why she 

should have been two days overdue or why she should not have made contact when called on SST on 

the 18th. 

Ronald is commemorated on the Royal Navy war memorial at Southsea, on his father's grave 

at Brightlingsea, the WORCESTER memorial now in the crypt of All Hallows church near the Tower 

of London and by one of the tiles on the wall of All Saints church at Brightlingsea. Five of his 

navigation books have been deposited at the Caird Library in the National Maritime Museum. The 

probate value of his estate was £1,721/7/3. He was awarded the 1939-45 war medal, the 1939-45 star, 

the Atlantic star and the Africa star. 

Ronald married Betty Lillian Brewer, daughter of James Richard Brewer, a meat purveyor, at 

Caxton Hall on 11th September 1937. They met in 1936. Tom Durrant, who subsequently emigrated 

to Australia, was the best man. Correspondence between Ronald and his grandmother (Elizabeth 

Sycamore) reveals that a church wedding had been ruled out on the grounds of cost. The couple flew 

to Brussels for a short honeymoon as Ronald was due to start RNR training on 18th September. 

Betty lived variously in Hertfordshire and Pervyse, Park Lane, Ashtead, Surrey before 

moving to Morden where she lived in a flat, 24 The Sanctuary, Green Lane on an estate for officer’s 

widows. In February 1952 she married Geoffrey Gaisford Gotto and they moved in 1953 to 

Kingswood Cottage, High Park Avenue, East Horsley. Geoffrey died in August 1973. Betty was 

obliged to sell Kingswood Cottage in October 2002 after ill health had forced her to move to a nursing 

home at Puttenham in July 2002. Although bed ridden she was otherwise in good form until shortly 

before she died. She died on 23rd August 2005 and her ashes were buried with Geoffrey’s in the 

churchyard of St Mary’s, West Horsley.    Reference Obituary provided by his son David Frost 



1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; Africa Star; 1939

Portsmouth Naval Memorial and in the Brightlingsea (All Saints) Churchyard

CIVILA�S LOST AT SEA 

LLOYD, Eliane Gabrielle and her 4 year old daughter

 Civilian War Dead: Age

Eliane & Ann are related to the Robinson family, who had lived at Battleswick Farm. 
There is an inscription to Ann & Eliane on a tomb in the old section of East Donyland 
Churchyard.  This belongs to Alice Mary Lloyd, nee Robinson and Henry Edwin Lloyd, who 
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1945 Star; Atlantic Star; Africa Star; 1939-1945 War Medal

Portsmouth Naval Memorial and in the Brightlingsea (All Saints) Churchyard 

 

 

, Eliane Gabrielle and her 4 year old daughter Ann Edith May

 

Age: 33 & her daughter 4    Date of Death: 25/09/1941

Ann are related to the Robinson family, who had lived at Battleswick Farm. 
There is an inscription to Ann & Eliane on a tomb in the old section of East Donyland 

This belongs to Alice Mary Lloyd, nee Robinson and Henry Edwin Lloyd, who 

1945 War Medal 

 

Ann Edith May 

Date of Death: 25/09/1941  

Ann are related to the Robinson family, who had lived at Battleswick Farm. 
There is an inscription to Ann & Eliane on a tomb in the old section of East Donyland 

This belongs to Alice Mary Lloyd, nee Robinson and Henry Edwin Lloyd, who 
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were Eliane’s parents-in-law and Ann's Grandparents.  The grandfather, Henry Edwin 
(known as Harry) Lloyd was born in Deritend, Warwick, on 4 March 1886. He went to 
Chantilly, northern France, in circa 1900, where he was apprenticed to William Flatman, a 
race horse trainer, and became head groom at his racing stables. In Chantilly, Harry met Alice 
Mary Robinson (youngest daughter of Abraham and Ann Robinson of East Donyland, born 
29 November 1878) who was governess to the daughters of William Pratt, also a race horse 
trainer at Chantilly. They were married at St Peter’s Church, Chantilly, by the British 
chaplain on 29 March 1911. 

 

Harry Lloyd 

Harry joined up in Kitchener’s Army in 1915, and the family was eventually reunited 
at Parsonage Farm House, Rowhedge, later that year. After Harry was demobilised in 1919, 
they returned to Chantilly, where their three sons went to school. They visited England often, 
and Harry and Alice Lloyd eventually returned to England in 1935 or 36, first to live in 
Ripley, Surrey, and later circa 1940 at Old Heath, Colchester. Harry died in 1956, Alice in 
1959. 

 

Frank is in the middle of his two brothers 

Their second son was Henry Frank, known as Frank. He was educated in Chantilly, 
apart from two and a half years April 1926 to October 1928 when he attended Colchester 
Technical College. From there he returned to France in early 1929 to work in the Lille office 
of Massey Harris (later to become Massey Harris Ferguson), the agricultural machinery firm. 
In Lille he met and married Eliane Gabrielle de Vrieze (born 20 January 1908) on 10 July 
1933. Their daughter, Ann Edith May Lloyd was born in 1937. When WWII broke out, Frank 
returned to UK on 9 September 1939 to join up in the Royal Engineers in October 1939. He 
left the UK in March 1941 for service in the Middle East - Egypt, Western Desert, Syria and 
Cairo - and transferred to the Intelligence Corps in Cairo in May 1942, going on to serve in 
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Syria, Persia, Iraq, Palestine and Cairo. He returned to the UK in 1945 and was demobilised 
in November 1945. 

Eliane and Ann had moved to England to stay with Frank’s parents at Old Heath in 
late 1939; although she was born a Frenchwoman, she was British by marriage, and it is 
believed Ann, too, had a British passport. Eliane returned to her family in Lille during 1940, 
but in 1941, she was forced to flee from the Germans. Eliane & Ann made their way to 
Portugal, where they joined S. S. Avoceta 

Convoy HG 73 17 September - 1 October 1941  

 

The SS Avoceta operated the Liverpool, Casablanca, Lisbon and Canary Islands route 
with passengers and fruit cargoes. On her homeward run to the United Kingdom in 
September, 1941, she joined Convoy HG-73 at Gibraltar. A total of 25 merchant ships 
formed the convoy from Gibraltar on 17 September, together with an unusually strong escort 
including a destroyer and Fighter Catapult ship, although as usual most escorts were Flower 
class corvettes. The convoy seems to have been spotted by a FW 200 off Cape St Vincent and 
shadowed by U-371 and a group of three Italian submarines for several days whilst a U-boat 
pack was assembled. On 24 September a FW 200 established contact and guided U-124 and 
U-203 to the location. U-201 and U-205 joined later although U-205 was attacked on 27 
September and damaged, and was unable to press home any effective attack. The other U-
boats withdrew after expending all their torpedoes. 

 

U-203 was commanded at this time by Kapitänleutnant Rolf Mützelburg, who earned 
the Knights Cross with Oak Leaves for his exploits. She was sunk on 25 April 1943 south of 
Cape Farewell by bombs from aircraft operating from the British escort carrier HMS Biter 
and depth charges from the destroyer HMS Pathfinder. 10 crew were killed. Mützelburg 
himself had died in a freak accident a few months earlier. He had allowed his crew to swim in 
the sea and when he was about to dive from the tower, the boat moved and he hit the saddle 
tank being badly wounded. He died the next day.  
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U203 leaving Saint Nazaire in June 1941  

The Memorial to Eliane & Ann on their Grandparents' grave 

 

MEMORIAL AT WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

Their names appear on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Civilian Roll of Honour 
Section S.S. "AVOCETA" 

Their names are recorded in the Civilian War Dead Roll of Honour, which contains 
66,000 names and is bound in seven volumes kept near St. George's Chapel in 
Westminster Abbey. A different page is displayed each day. Their names are contained in 
Volume VII “Deaths at Sea and Abroad". 

 

These volumes contain the Roll of Honour of those civilians, citizens of the 

Commonwealth and Empire, who were killed in the United Kingdom by enemy action during 

the 1939-1945 War, while engaged in household or in business activities, or at their posts as 

members of the Civil Defence Services.  
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THE LOSS OF SS BRITISH FORTU�E 

 

BERHO�DO, SID�EY ST. JEA�:  Second Officer   Merchant Navy SS. British Fortune 
(London): Age: 26: Date of Death: 31/10/1941  

He was the son of Gaston Sydney Berhondo. And of Edith May Berhondo, of 
Tolleshunt Knights. Master Mariner.  

 

'SS British Fortune' (4,696t) tanker owned by the British Tanker Company was in 
transit  from the Isle of Grain in Kent to Hull was sunk by German aircraft off Aldeburgh at 1 
mile from the Aldeburgh  Light Buoy. She was sailing in ballast as part of convoy FN 539. 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: Plot C. Grave 448. Cemetery: 
CLACTON CEMETERY 
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THE LOSS OF HMS DU�EDI� 

 

RIDDLESTO�, Wilfred Walter. Musician     Royal Marine Band H.M.S. Dunedin: Service 
No: RMB/X 667    Age: 22: Date of Death: 24/11/1941 

 

 Son of Walter Charles and Lilly Riddleston, of Hyde, Cheshire. Pre-war the family 
lived in Rowhedge & his 3 year old sister, Barbara, who died in May 1924, is buried in Saint 
Lawrence's churchyard at Rowhedge. He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the Atlantic Star & 
the 1939-45 War Medal.  

    

The Atlantic Star was awarded in the Royal Navy for six months' service afloat 
between 3rd. September 1939 and 8 May 1945 in the Atlantic or Home Waters, and to 
personnel employed in the convoys to North Russia and the South Atlantic.  
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HMS DU�EDI� (Nov.24, 1941) British cruiser of 4,850 tons commanded by 
Captain R.S. Lovat was sunk by a torpedo from the German submarine U-124 (Kapt.Lt. 
Johann Mohr) in the South Atlantic while on lone patrol between Pernambuco and St Paul's 
rocks. In August 1939 the ship was with the 12th Cruiser Squadron in the Home Fleet and, in 
September, with the 11th Cruiser Squadron in the Orkneys and Shetlands Command. She 
spent the remainder of the year on the Northern Patrol, and then went to the America and 
West Indies Station in 1940. This ship was another of the class to obtain a good score against 
enemy merchantmen in distant waters, both Hannover and Heidelberg falling victim to her in 
the Windward Passage in March 1940. She blockaded Vichy Martinique in June/July 1940. 
In December she formed part of the escort for convoy WS5a at the time of the attack by 
Admiral Hipper, but did not get into action. In 1941 she served in the South Atlantic. On 15 
June 1941 she captured the German Lothringen in the central Atlantic, in the wake of the 
Bismarck operation. This was followed, on 22 June, by the Vichy French Ville de Rouen off 
Natal, and then on 30 June she captured the Ville de Tamative east of the St Paul's 
rocks.    The German radio announced that HMS "Dragon" had been sunk, mistaking the 
name. It was not until four officers and 63 ratings had been picked up from lifeboats by the 
US merchant ship Nishmaha on the 27th. That the British Admiralty announced the sinking 
of the Dunedin. The tragedy took the lives of 26 officers including the captain, and 392 
ratings. The U-124 was later sunk by depth charges from HMS Stonecorp and HMS Black 
Swan on April 2, 1943, off Opporto, Portugal. Her entire crew of 53 died. 

S E C R E T      Sir, I have the honour to render a report on the loss of H.M.S. 

DU%EDI% and subsequent rescue of the survivors. 

On 24th %ovember DU%EDI% was proceeding at 15 knots speed of advance, course 

287 deg, carrying out a search under the orders of C. in C. S.A. for a suspected enemy supply 

ship in the area 0deg-5deg %, 25deg-30deg W. Weather was fine, wind southerly, force 3, sea 

silent, moderate southerly swell, visibility excellent. 

At about 1250 G.M.T. the loft lookout, A.B. Moore who survived, reported a ship. 

Course was altered to 230deg, the bearing on which the ship was sighted, and speed 

increased to 18 knots, speed of advance 16 ½ knots, 25deg continuous swing zig-zag. Moore 

then reported that the object sighted was apparently the single mast of a ship and that he had 

lost sight of it and was unable to pick it up again. The conclusion was drawn that the object 

sighted had been either a submarine which had since submerged, or a surface craft which 

had observed DU%EDI%’s approach and had turned away at a greater speed than hers. 

DU%EDI%’s speed was not further increased, on account of the need for saving oil fuel. 
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At 1326 G.M. T. DU%EDI% was struck by a torpedo on the starboard side near the 

seamen P.O’s mess, and after a short interval, variously estimated at between 6 and 15 

seconds, by a second torpedo which struck on the starboard side abreast the Wardroom flat. 

It has been impossible to ascertain the extent of the damage sustained by the hull, as the ship 

took a list of about 15deg to starboard immediately after the first impact, and this list 

increased to about 35deg within 5 minutes. It was observed, however, that the explosion from 

the second torpedo had torn up the Quarterdeck, dislodged %o 6. 6” gun, and blown off the 

port propeller, the bare shaft of which could be seen as DU%EDI% finally turned onto her 

beam ends. Captain R. S. Lovatt, who was on the bridge when the ship was hit, immediately 

descended to the flag deck to originate a distress message. Chief Yeoman Lavington, who 

survives had tried in vain to ring up the main W/T office from the S. D. O. About a couple of 

minutes later, C. P. O. Tel Grant arrived at the R. C. O, from, it is believed, the main W/T 

office, and was at once ordered to make a distress signal from the R. C. O. on the emergency 

set. C. P. O. Grant, who died later on a raft, said on the day after the sinking that he had sent 

the message 6 or 7 times. His manner, however, showed no confidence that the signals had 

got through. 

The position of the ship when she was torpedoed was approximately 3deg %., 26deg 

W. Instructor Lieutenant Harcombe who was on duty in the plot died later on a raft. He 

stated that he had passed the ship’s position to the S. D. O., but C. P. O. Grant stated that he 

transmitted the position as 3deg %. 21deg W. 

Attempts were made to close the upper deck Z hatches and doors, but some of them 

were found to have been buckled by the explosions. 

While the distress signal was being transmitted, Captain Lovatt gave the order to 

abandon ship and this was done. Unfortunately the cutter, which was on the high side, hung 

up at one end which was finally let go with a run. The cutter thereby entered the water an 

acute angle and possibly sustained damage so that it swamped immediately and it is feared 

that a number of ratings thereby lost their lives. The whalers, which were stowed in chocks 

on deck, were freed and one of them was seen, after DU%EDI% had sunk, in the water in a 

water-logged condition, with a few ratings both inside and outside the boat. The remaining 

boats, a 25 ft. motor boat and a 14 ft. dinghy, were freed, but as the ship heeled over to 90deg 

before sinking, they could hardly have floated off. 

Shortly after DU%EDI% sank, a count was made of the Carley rafts which could be 

seen, and 7 were distinguished all within a radius of about 1 mile. Counting was rendered 

difficult on account of the swell. One of these rafts, which had stepped a flagstaff and flag 

and which was to leeward of the others, was not sighted again, and is presumed to have 

drifted more rapidly than the rest. In addition to these rafts one Flottanet remained in 

company and was at first supporting 7 men. The rafts were filled to capacity or above, in 

which state they floated submerged to a depth of about 1 foot. Several spars, boxes, etc., were 

also used by men in the water. Captain Lovatt and Lieutenant Commander Sowden were said 

to have been seen on a large box and spar respectively. 

Immediately before DU%EDI% sank, a U-Boat broke surface close to the ship. This 

U-Boat appeared to be large and painted light blue-grey with dark grey camouflage stripes. 

It was not known whether she took any prisoners. 
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By this time, DU%EDI% having turned over 90deg capsized and sank about 20 

minutes after being struck. There were no underwater explosions or disturbances. Large 

patches of oil came to the surface. 

At some time during the night of 24th, 2 green Very lights were observed, possibly 

about 8 miles to the southward. It was concluded that these were from the U-Boat 

rendezvousing with a supply ship. %othing further was seen. 

Most of the rafts carried several badly wounded men. The total number of men 

originally embarked on the 6 rafts and on the flottanet which remained in company is not 

accurately known, but a list of names of 145 men has been compiled. This is almost certainly 

incomplete. Some rafts had a jar of water, and one had picked up a tin of biscuits from the 

sea. This tin proved to be impregnated with salt water and the condition of the biscuits was 

therefore poor. The officers explained to the men on their rafts the chances of being picked 

up, and these at first appeared to be good, the expectation being that H. M. S. CA%TO% 

known to be operating in the adjacent area, would have received the distress signal and 

would immediately initiate a search. 

The first night on the rafts was fairly comfortable, there being no rain. The swell gave 

the rafts a considerable motion which made it difficult at times to keep on them, but the men 

got some sleep by huddling together and the night did not seem unduly cold. Many of the men 

were scantily clad and some were naked. Some were without lifebelts. Most of the badly 

wounded cases died during the first night, and a number of uninjured suffered from 

delusions. 

The general policy adopted was to keep the rafts in touch with each other, and, to 

effect this, they were secured by painters at night, casting off during the day time so as to 

avoid bumping and to give a better chance of being picked up. At the beginning most of the 

rafts had a full equipment of paddles, but even with these, they proved very difficult to 

manoeuvre. The paddles were successfully used as thwarts, in conjunction with spars 

recovered from the sea, but a number of paddles were lost by demented men during the 

period. 

Sharks were very numerous but gave little trouble. On the other hand, an unknown 

type of small fish was extremely ferocious. They were less than a foot long and blunt nosed, 

quite unlike barracuda. During the first and each successive night many men sustained deep 

bites from these fish. The bites were clean cut and upwards of an inch or more deep, and 

were mostly in the soles of the feet, although in some cases the fish sprang out of the water 

and bit into the men’s arms. Frequently the bites resulted in severed arteries and many men 

died from this cause. The gratings and nettings of the rafts did not prevent the fish from 

attacking from inside the rafts. 

On the second day, the men who had been delirious during the night recovered their 

senses, and biscuits and water were issued at intervals to those rafts in touch with those so 

provided. Later in the afternoon there were several showers of rain and at least 2 jugs were 

refilled with rain water caught n pieces of a sail which had been picked up from the sea by 

one of the rafts. 

The second night was cold and it rained on and off. The men were suffering 

considerably from exposure and general discomfort. A number died from fish bites and 
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several men went quite mad, swimming from raft to raft. Some were quarrelsome and gave 

considerable trouble. 

The third day was mainly dull and the men seemed to be suffering from their 

experiences of the night. Biscuits and water were issued to all rafts within reach of the 

provisioned rafts. The third night was dry and a little warmer, but the exposure was telling 

on most of the men and a large number died. The delusions from which so many were by this 

time suffering were invariably that they were, in swimming from one raft to another, going to 

their mess decks for a cup of tea, or some such purpose. They appeared to be quite happy in 

their delusions, and drowned very easily and almost without consciousness. 

The fourth day was hot and many suffered from sunburn and possibly sunstroke. 

About one hour before sunset, a steamship was sighted and the rafts were paddled towards 

her. The ship proved to be S. S. %ISHMAHA, of Houston, Texas, a freighter owned by Lykes 

Bros. S. S. Co. Inc., and bound for Philadelphia. The rafts were sighted from the ship and 

three of her lifeboats were lowered to pick up survivors. It is considered that a high standard 

of lookout was being maintained, but for this our rescue would never have been effected. The 

occupants of 6 rafts and one flottanet were rescued by about 2000, local time. These 

survivors, who numbered 72, were very feeble and many required surgical and medical 

attention. Every care and attention was given to them by the crew of S. S. %ISHMAHA, whose 

generosity and kindness over a period of 9 ½ days cannot be too highly commended. Captain, 

officers and men ungrudgingly gave up their cabins and bunks. In addition all survivors were 

fitted out with clothes and were daily issued with cigarettes. %o doctor was borne, and 

medical supplies soon ran short. Particularly good service in the medical line was given by 

the Master, Captain O. H. Olsen; R. H. Hibbard, and the Chief Engineer G. L. Bresson. Five 

survivors died as a result of exposure within 18 hours of being picked up, during which time 

every effort had been made to revive them. S. S. %ISHMAHA landed the 67 survivors at Port 

of Spain, Trinidad, on Sunday, December 7th, 1941. ******* I have the honour to be, 

Sir, Your obedient Servant, (Signed) A. O. Watson. Lieutenant-Commander 

The above is a report held at National Archives at Kew, doc number ADM 
199/2067  Much of this material is from the HMS Dunedin website :- 

http://www.hmsdunedin.co.uk/ 

During the war, the Royal Marines Band Service suffered nearly 10% casualties. 

The Royal Marine Band Service lost 225 killed, which was the highest percentage of any 

service. When a ship was at "Action Stations", they were in the bowels of the 

ship.  Thus when ships hit mines or were torpedoed, there was seldom time for them to 

evacuate the ship. It is fitting therefore that Royal Marine buglers play "Last Post" at 

the Cenotaph each year. 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 60, Column 1 
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

OTHER MEMORIALS        Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque & dedication of HMS 
Dunedin Memorial at Alrewas  

ARCTIC CO�VOY, PQ 12: HMS SHERA  9 March 1942 

FROST Alfred George: Seaman Royal Naval Reserve (Patrol Service) H.M.S. 
Shera. Age: 22 Date of Death: 09/03/1942 Service No: LT/X 21205A  

He was the son of Harry Alfred George and May Frost, of Tollesbury, Essex.  He was 
a yachtsman and supplemented his income by winkling. 

HMS Shera was a 253 ton whaler hired as an armed minesweeper March 1940, 
assigned to Russian Navy and lost on passage (capsized in heavy swell and pack ice, Barents 
Sea). She was sailing in convoy PQ-12 when lost on the 9th March 1942. PQ12 had sailed 

from Reykjavik on 1st March 1942. HMS GOSSAMER and five minesweeping whalers were 

to have joined the convoy on the 4th, but, in the event, only two of the whalers - one of which, 

Shera, later capsized in the Barents Sea owing to the weight of ice on the upper deck - made 

the rendezvous. They passed the convoy without sighting it. GOSSAMER and one whaler 

proceeded independently to Murmansk, two of the whalers put back to Iceland 

  

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal. The Arctic 
Star on the end was issued in 2013to veterans of Arctic convoys. 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference:  Panel 8, Column 3. LOWESTOFT 
NAVAL MEMORIAL 

THE LOSS OF HMS JUPITER 

 

Wilkin, Alpha Kenneth: Steward: D/JX29104: H.M.S. Jupiter, Royal Navy: who died on: Monday, 
10th March 1942. Aged 23 

Alpha was the son of William and Mabel Maud Wilkin. They lived in Grange Bungalow on the 
boundary of Langenhoe with Fingringhoe, Essex. He attended Fingringhoe School. Prior to joining 
the Navy, Alpha worked on a fruit farm in Fingringhoe. Later during the war a flying bomb 
(doodlebug) landed in the field, next to their home. This was on the 12th December 1944. It blew the 
roof of their house and that of their neighbours. Unfortunately, his mother was outside at the time and 
was badly injured on the head by a piece of flying slate. As a result of the damage to their house, the 
family moved a few hundred yards to 42 Fingringhoe Road, Langenhoe. 

A few months later, a second doodlebug passed over Mersea Island heading for the village. 
Fortunately, it was shot down by a spitfire and crashed into the Pyefleet between Langenhoe and 
Mersea. 

Alpha's father, William was a regular sailor serving as a stoker. He had already received two badges 
for 8 years good conduct and been recently promoted to Petty Officer when he married just before the 
war. He served 23 years in all and retired in 1927. 

In the First World War, Alpha's father, William served in the Royal Navy on H.M.S. Ajax. H.M.S. 
Ajax was a modern Battleship of the King George V class, commissioned in 1913. She was in the 
Second Battle Group at the Battle of Jutland and post war was engaged in 1919 in the Black Sea 
against the Russians.  
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Petty Officer William Wilkin and his wife Mabel on their wedding day. 

 

HMS AJAX 

In the Second World War all three sons served. George was a Pioneer with the Royal 
Artillery. Alpha followed his father into the Royal Navy and Wilfred served in the Royal Signals.  

 

Alpha Wilkin              George Wilkin               Wilfred Wilkin 
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H.M.S. JUPITER 

H.M.S Jupiter was a "Javelin" class destroyer completed 25 June 1939. On the outbreak of war, 
H.M.S. Jupiter, as part of the 7th destroyer Flotilla was transferred to Nore Command based on the 
Humber for patrol & escort duties. 

9th October 1939  

H.M.S. Jupiter was sent to pick up from the Danish MV Teddy, the crew of a German Dornier flying 
boat, which had been shot down in the North Sea. At 1518, H.M.S. Jupiter and her companion, 
H.M.S. Jervis were missed by bombs dropped from German bombers. At this point, the main 
machinery on H.M.S. Jupiter broke down and she had to be towed to Scapa Flow by H.M.S. Jervis.  

April 1940 

H.M.S. Jupiter was one of a number of ships, under Admiral Sir Charles Forbes, fighting in 
Norwegian waters, trying to stem the German invasion. She left Skjelfjord on the 20th April to escort 
the tanker British Lady along with H.M.S. Hotspur & H.M.S. Punjabi to Scapa Flow. 

31st August 1940 

H.M.S. Ships Jupiter, Express, Intrepid, Ivanhoe, Esk & Icarius left Immingham on a mine laying 
operation in the vicinity of Vlieland off the Dutch coast. Before reaching the area H.M.S. Express 
struck a mine at 2307 and had to be towed stern first into the Humber by H.M. Ships  Jupiter & 
Kelvin. Meanwhile, H.M. Ships Esk & Ivanhoe were also lost during this exercise. 

 

H. M. S. Jupiter towing H. M. S. Express stern first. (c) I. W. M. 
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H. M. S. Express showing the missing bow section. Copyright I. W. M. 

17th October 1940 

Force "F" consisting of H.M. Ships Newcastle, Emerald, Jackal, Jupiter, Kashmir, Kelvin and 
Kipling moved to intercept a force of 4 German destroyers. Action was joined at 1607, when H.M.S. 
Newcastle opened fire at extreme range. Unfortunately, due to a defective steam valve, H.M.S. Jupiter 
could not maintain sufficient speed to keep up with the high speed chase (32 1/2 knots). She was 
diverted to lift the French Captain from a tunny fishing vessel nearby. 

29th �ovember 1940 

The 5th Destroyer Flotilla comprising H.M. Ships Jupiter, Javelin, Jackal, Jersey & Kashmir, 
under Captain Lord Louis Mountbatten, were operating out of Plymouth. In the early morning faint 
gun flashes were seen, below the horizon to the eastward, and at 0530 the glow of a ship on fire was 
observed. The flotilla moved to cut off the Germans from their home port. 3 Ships, the Karl Galster, 
Richard Beitzen & Hans Lody, were spotted.  Almost immediately fire was opened by both sides, who 
were about 1/2 mile apart. H.M.S. Javelin was struck by two torpedoes, which blew off her stern and 
bows, leaving less than half her hull intact. She remained on an even keel and waited to be towed 
home. The rest of the British flotilla swept on to Brest but did not regain contact with the Germans. 

23rd January 1941 

H.M. Ships Jupiter & Jersey left for Gibraltar to escort H.M.S. Resolution back to the UK. 
While at Gibraltar, they joined the ships of Force "H" in the bombardment of Genoa. They returned to 
Plymouth on 3rd March. 

25th September 1941 

H.M.S. Jupiter arrived in Alexandria to join the 14th Destroyer Flotilla, having been 
converted for mine laying duties. She had sailed from Greenock via Simonstown & Mombasa. Her 
time in the Mediterranean was both short and uneventful. 

�ovember 28th 1941 

"Z" Force comprising the battleships H.M. Ships Prince of Wales & Repulse left Colombo 
with a destroyer escort comprising H.M. Ships Jupiter, Electra, Encounter & Express. They reached 
Singapore on December 2nd. Unfortunately the battleships were to be sunk by air attack on the 10th 
December off Kuantan on the East coast of West Malaysia, when trying to attack the Japanese 
invasion fleet. The battleships had no air cover and so were vulnerable to the Japanese planes. 
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January 3rd 1942 

ABDA (American, British, Dutch, Australian) Command was set up. The Eastern Fleet under 
Rear Admiral Doorman was based at Surabaya in Java and included H.M.S. Jupiter.  

January 17th 1942 

H.M.S. Jupiter was detached from the U.S.S Mount Vernon, which she had escorted through 
the Sunda Strait. She picked up an asdic contact with a submarine.  After two depth charge attacks in 
quick succession, Japanese submarine, I -60, surfaced 500 yards astern of the Jupiter. The Jupiter 
altered course to close and while doing so opened fire with the starboard Oerlikon. She hit the 
conning tower, as the first of I-60's crew emerged to man the 4.7 inch gun. The submarine was unable 
to dive but determined to fight her gun, which kept up a steady seven to eight rounds a minute, even 
though the Jupiter kept picking off the men engaged in serving it. As fast as they were shot, others 
took their place. One round hit Jupiter's "A" gun mounting, putting it out of action and killing 3 men 
and wounding nine. Both vessels fired torpedoes at each other but missed. Yellow smoke poured from 
the submarine and she began to list. Two or three hits were registered on the submarine and the 4.7 
inch gun was no longer manned. However, they continued firing from a machine gun, on the conning 
tower, as Jupiter approached at full speed. Another hit between the stern & conning tower by H.M.S. 
Jupiter, seems to have caused an explosion on board the submarine. The smoke from this explosion 
emerged from the tower. This gave way to flames, as Jupiter passed 15 foot abeam of the submarine 
dropping a shallow set depth charge. The bows on the submarine slowly lifted to an angle of 80 
degrees and she sank by the stern in 500 fathoms. Only 3 survivors were picked up, one of whom 
subsequently died. 

 

The sister submarine I-55 running trials in Hiroshima Bay, 1927. She sank 25 miles WNW of 
Krakatoa (06S, 105E). 

February 12th 1942 

The cruiser H.M.S. Durban, along with the destroyers H.M.S Jupiter & Stronghold, provided 
the escort for the last convoy of evacuees from Singapore bound for Batavia (now Jakarta). The 
convoy left in the early hours, H.M.S. Jupiter carrying 122 passengers. For some five hours the 
convoy was under heavy air attack, mostly by high flyers. The Empire Star was hit twice but a low 
flyer was shot down. Of seventeen attacks, eleven concentrated on H.M.S. Durban. 

February 13th 

H.M.S. Jupiter, together with Australian minesweepers, acted as escort to an oiler convoy 
from Palembang. Six of the convoy's ships were hit and two of them, the Manvantara and the Subadar 
were lost. 

February 16th & 17th 
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H.M.S. Jupiter assisted in the evacuation of Oosthaven, Sumatra, and brought off the rear guard with 
the assistance of H.M.A.S. Burnie. 

February 27th 1942 

This was the battle of the Java Sea. The ABDA fleet comprised the cruisers De Ruyter, Java, 
Houston, Exeter and Perth with 9 destroyers, including H.M.S. Jupiter. They were short of fuel and 
ammunition and completely lacked any form of air cover. They met the Japanese 5th Cruiser 
Squadron comprising heavy cruisers, Haguro & Nachi, light cruisers, Jintsu & Naka, and 14 
destroyers. The Japanese heavy cruisers opened fire at 1616 at a range of 28,000 yards, while their 
lighter vessels delivered a mass torpedo attack (43 torpedoes). The Japanese had developed the "long 
lance" torpedo, which far outranged anything in the Allied fleet. The Dutch destroyer Kortender was 
sunk. The British destroyers attacked the Jintsu and her destroyers at close range and at 1710; H.M.S. 
Electra was sunk, when she tried to take on three Japanese destroyers simultaneously.  As by this 
time, H.M.S Exeter had also been hit, a number of vessels were withdrawing to Surabaya; while the 
Japanese were withdrawing to the North.  

It was soon after this, that at 2125, H.M.S. Jupiter hit a mine and sank.  It is believed that the 
mine was from a mine laying operation carried out earlier in the day by the Dutch vessel, the Gouden 
Leeuw. The explosion killed about 12 ratings and wounded 7, of whom 2 subsequently died. 5 
Officers and 28 ratings landed on the Java coast in ship's boats. However, before the boats could make 
a second trip, H.M.S. Jupiter went down. An off shore current set in and 6 officers and 161 ratings 
were unable to reach shore. Of these, the Captain, Lt. Commander N. Thew, one officer and 95 ratings 
were captured by the Japanese. Twenty seven of the survivors were to die in captivity. 

The exact details of Alpha's death are not known. However, he is listed as "died at sea" on the 
10th March, which suggests he was in a lifeboat for 11 days, prior to dying. As the War Diary refers 
to the death of one of the 95, in the party with the Captain, it is probable this was Alpha. 

Alpha is commemorated on a wall plaque in Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe & at Plymouth 
Naval Memorial, Devon. Panel 72 column 2.  

 

It is believed he was entitled to the Defence Medal, the 1939-45 War Medal, the 1939-45 Star and the 
Pacific Campaign Star. 

H.M.S. Jupiter was awarded Battle Honours; Mediterranean 1941 and Malaya 1942. 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 54 of 156 

 

 

Plymouth �aval Memorial 

REFERENCES Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. 
www.cwgc.org/  .The picture of H.M.S. Jupiter has kindly been supplied by Navy News. Information 
on the action involving H.M.S. Jupiter is from the War Diaries held by the MOD Naval Historical 
Branch. The picture of I-55 is a photo from the Imperial War Museum, scanned from "Submarines of 
the Imperial Japanese Navy" by Polmar and Carpenter.   I-60 was a Kadai Type 3b class submarine, 
launched 24 April, 1929 and completed in December 1929. She was refitted in 1937. More details on 
I-60 can be obtained from the website:-http://www.combinedfleet.com/type_kd3.htm we are indebted 
to The Imperial War Museum for the pictures involving H. M. S. Express. The pictures of the medals 
were kindly provided by Worcestershire Medal Service Ltd.     

THE SI�KI�G OF THE FISHI�G VESSEL “LITTLE EXPRESS  4 May 1942 

 Involved in this story is the family of “Navvy” Mussett, himself a POW from WW1. 

 

WALTER “NAVVY” MUSETT and his wife EDITH 

Walter (Navvy) Mussett was a member of the RNR but called up as a gunner in 1914. 
He travelled on an armoured train to fight on the Belgian Front, where he was wounded after 
2 weeks and captured by Uhlans, a crack German cavalry regiment. He was taken as a 
prisoner in a cattle truck to Germany. After days of travelling with little food or water and no 
medical treatment they arrived at Berlin. His group were set to work in the Berlin Gas Works. 



By overloading the retorts, where coal is heated to high tempera
coke, they managed to split the retorts & so sabotage the Gas works. 

The Germans took retribution by locking them for several days in a coke cellar. They 
were then sent to Poland to work in a coal mine for four years. They survi
on a diet of mouldy black bread & a few potatoes each day. At the Armistice, he broke out of 
his prison camp and led a party of 50 desperate British soldiers, armed with only bayonets, 
from Poland to Rotterdam. It took them three months
trains, raiding German farms and killing several German soldiers, who got in their way, 
before they reached Rotterdam, and sailed home to England. There Navvy was arrested for 
threatening a Lieutenant, who swore at him, 
but was released and returned home to his fishing village in Essex.

 During the war he suffered the most spectacular wound imaginable. He was resting in 
a church in Belgium, when a shell hit the church and s
crucifixion. A large ruby in the palm of the figure of Christ to mark the nail wound, hit 
Navvy below the knee and left a lasting scar. 

During the Second World War, Navvy skippered a fast 70 foot motor patrol boat in 
the Thames Estuary called the Narwhal, which piloted shipping through the deadly maze of 
minefields'.  

Navvy on the left & his son Bernard on the right

Navvy's son, Bernard was just 18 when he was killed in World War 2 while serving as 
a Deck Hand, on the Fishing Vessel "Little Express" on the 4 May 1942. . He served in the 
local detachment of the Home Guard & worked for his uncle
of the “Little Express", whose home port was Tollesbury.

"Life was dangerous for the fishermen
being “strafed” from the air. The
smacks carried guns and ammunition and the men were prepared to defend their little vessels. 
The important thing was to bring home the catch."
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By overloading the retorts, where coal is heated to high temperature to produce Town gas & 
coke, they managed to split the retorts & so sabotage the Gas works.  

The Germans took retribution by locking them for several days in a coke cellar. They 
were then sent to Poland to work in a coal mine for four years. They survived with difficulty 
on a diet of mouldy black bread & a few potatoes each day. At the Armistice, he broke out of 
his prison camp and led a party of 50 desperate British soldiers, armed with only bayonets, 
from Poland to Rotterdam. It took them three months, travelling on foot, commandeering 
trains, raiding German farms and killing several German soldiers, who got in their way, 
before they reached Rotterdam, and sailed home to England. There Navvy was arrested for 
threatening a Lieutenant, who swore at him, and beating up the "Red Caps" (Military Police), 
but was released and returned home to his fishing village in Essex. 

During the war he suffered the most spectacular wound imaginable. He was resting in 
a church in Belgium, when a shell hit the church and shattered the life-size figure of the 
crucifixion. A large ruby in the palm of the figure of Christ to mark the nail wound, hit 
Navvy below the knee and left a lasting scar.  

During the Second World War, Navvy skippered a fast 70 foot motor patrol boat in 
he Thames Estuary called the Narwhal, which piloted shipping through the deadly maze of 

Navvy on the left & his son Bernard on the right 

Navvy's son, Bernard was just 18 when he was killed in World War 2 while serving as 
Fishing Vessel "Little Express" on the 4 May 1942. . He served in the 

local detachment of the Home Guard & worked for his uncle Albert Potter, who was skipper 
whose home port was Tollesbury.  

"Life was dangerous for the fishermen. Apart from the mines there was danger of 
The nearest German airfields were just over 60 miles away. The 

smacks carried guns and ammunition and the men were prepared to defend their little vessels. 
bring home the catch." 

ture to produce Town gas & 

The Germans took retribution by locking them for several days in a coke cellar. They 
ved with difficulty 

on a diet of mouldy black bread & a few potatoes each day. At the Armistice, he broke out of 
his prison camp and led a party of 50 desperate British soldiers, armed with only bayonets, 

, travelling on foot, commandeering 
trains, raiding German farms and killing several German soldiers, who got in their way, 
before they reached Rotterdam, and sailed home to England. There Navvy was arrested for 

and beating up the "Red Caps" (Military Police), 

During the war he suffered the most spectacular wound imaginable. He was resting in 
size figure of the 

crucifixion. A large ruby in the palm of the figure of Christ to mark the nail wound, hit 

During the Second World War, Navvy skippered a fast 70 foot motor patrol boat in 
he Thames Estuary called the Narwhal, which piloted shipping through the deadly maze of 

 

 

Navvy's son, Bernard was just 18 when he was killed in World War 2 while serving as 
Fishing Vessel "Little Express" on the 4 May 1942. . He served in the 

Albert Potter, who was skipper 

. Apart from the mines there was danger of 
nearest German airfields were just over 60 miles away. The 

smacks carried guns and ammunition and the men were prepared to defend their little vessels. 
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POTTER Albert Skipper: Fishing Fleet Fishing Vessel Little Express (Colchester) Age: 54 
Date of Death: 04/05/1942. He was the father of Gordon Havelock Potter of Tollesbury, 
Essex. He was Skipper of the fishing vessel "Little Express", whose home port was 
Tollesbury. On the 16th August 1941, the same owners of the "Little Express" had lost their 
previous vessel the "Express" on Whitstable Flats to a mine. At that time, there had been no 
loss of life from the crew which included Albert's daughter Malveen & son Gordon.   They 
managed to scramble into a punt they had on board.  On the 4th May 1942, in spite of their 
experience the Little Express was out fishing. "Little Express" hit a mine; this time with the 
loss of all three members of the crew, including his son the engineer, Gordon & Bernard 
Mussett, the deck hand. 

Following Bernard’s death, his father spent days at sea trying to find his son's body. 
When his father, Walter ultimately died his friends took his ashes out to sea & scattered them 
where "Little Express" had blown up. 

 

 

 



THE EXPLORER Killed 15 June 1942

HUDSO�, Huberht Taylor

Reserve:  H.M.S. Eaglet (Liverpool RNR HQ)
sea on Convoy duty on SS. Pelayo

Awards: Reserve Decoration, Silver Polar Medal: 

King George VI 

Huberht Hudson was the second eldest of seven children born to Herbert and Caroline 
Emma Hudson. In all they had three so
September 1886. Huberht Hudson was born in Holloway. London, and being born within the 
sound of Bow Bells, was proud to call himself a “Cockney”. The name Huberht is the old 
Anglo-Saxon spelling of Hubert. In 
a Private School and the family resided at 70 Eccles Road. Battersea. London. By 1901 
Hudson’s father had become a Clergyman of the Church of England and the family had by 
that time moved to become "Priest in Charge" at Saint Andrew's Abberton in 1938
is buried with his wife at Saint Andrew's Abberton.

 Huberht married and his wife, Jean Elizabeth was for many years a doctor on Mersea 
Island. Her Practice included Langenhoe as well as Abb
a daughter, Anne. A second daughter Elizabeth died at the age of 21.He attended school at 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters School in London until he was 14. He then served an 
apprenticeship with Trinity House until 

1914  

HMS Queen Mary was sunk in the Battle of Jutland on the 31st May 1916.
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Killed 15 June 1942 

 

HUDSO�, Huberht Taylor. Captain (Commodore 2nd Class) Royal Naval 
H.M.S. Eaglet (Liverpool RNR HQ):  Age: 55: Date of Death: 15/06/1942 

sea on Convoy duty on SS. Pelayo 

Awards: Reserve Decoration, Silver Polar Medal:   Distinctions: Aide -

Huberht Hudson was the second eldest of seven children born to Herbert and Caroline 
Emma Hudson. In all they had three sons and four daughters. He was born on the 17th 
September 1886. Huberht Hudson was born in Holloway. London, and being born within the 
sound of Bow Bells, was proud to call himself a “Cockney”. The name Huberht is the old 

Saxon spelling of Hubert. In 1891 his father, Herbert held the position of Principal of 
a Private School and the family resided at 70 Eccles Road. Battersea. London. By 1901 
Hudson’s father had become a Clergyman of the Church of England and the family had by 

"Priest in Charge" at Saint Andrew's Abberton in 1938
is buried with his wife at Saint Andrew's Abberton. 

Huberht married and his wife, Jean Elizabeth was for many years a doctor on Mersea 
Island. Her Practice included Langenhoe as well as Abberton.  Huberht had a son, Richard & 
a daughter, Anne. A second daughter Elizabeth died at the age of 21.He attended school at 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters School in London until he was 14. He then served an 
apprenticeship with Trinity House until 1900 when he joined British India Navigation. He did 

RNR training before WW1.   

HMS Queen Mary was sunk in the Battle of Jutland on the 31st May 1916.

Captain (Commodore 2nd Class) Royal Naval 
Date of Death: 15/06/1942 lost at 

-De - Camp to 

Huberht Hudson was the second eldest of seven children born to Herbert and Caroline 
ns and four daughters. He was born on the 17th 

September 1886. Huberht Hudson was born in Holloway. London, and being born within the 
sound of Bow Bells, was proud to call himself a “Cockney”. The name Huberht is the old 

1891 his father, Herbert held the position of Principal of 
a Private School and the family resided at 70 Eccles Road. Battersea. London. By 1901 
Hudson’s father had become a Clergyman of the Church of England and the family had by 

"Priest in Charge" at Saint Andrew's Abberton in 1938-9. Herbert 

Huberht married and his wife, Jean Elizabeth was for many years a doctor on Mersea 
Huberht had a son, Richard & 

a daughter, Anne. A second daughter Elizabeth died at the age of 21.He attended school at 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters School in London until he was 14. He then served an 

1900 when he joined British India Navigation. He did 

 

HMS Queen Mary was sunk in the Battle of Jutland on the 31st May 1916. 
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Huberht served on HMS Queen Mary. In May 1914, Admiral Beatty with his battle 
cruisers was dispatched to St. Petersburg. The ships, HMS Lion, Princess Royal, Queen 

Mary and "ew Zealand, anchored at the Russian naval base at Kronstadt, where they were 
visited by the Imperial Russian family. Huberht was on this visit, which was just prior to his 
acceptance for the expedition with Shackleton.  

 “ME% WA%TED: FOR HAZARDOUS JOUR%EY. SMALL WAGES, BITTER COLD, 

LO%G MO%THS OF COMPLETE DARK%ESS, CO%STA%T DA%GER, SAFE RETUR% 

DOUBTFUL. HO%OUR A%D RECOG%ITIO% I% CASE OF SUCCESS. SIR ER%EST 

SHACKLETO%" 

This was an advertisement, which Shackleton placed in a London newspaper seeking 
recruits for his 1914 Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition. Hudson had been a mate in the 
Royal Navy when he signed on for the expedition with Shackleton .In 1914 Sir Ernest 
Shackleton set out from England on a daring expedition—to cross the entire continent of 
Antarctica on foot, from the Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea. The expedition failed. With their 
ship, the Endurance, trapped in ice, Shackleton and his men became castaways in one of the 
most hostile environments on Earth. Shackleton is ultimately most remembered for the 
unimaginable saga of survival that followed.  

 

Huberht's claim to fame during the expedition was his ability to catch Penguins, 
which were to become a major source of food during the time the party spent camped on the 
Weddell Sea Ice and on Elephant Island. He turned out to be the expedition's most 
accomplished penguin-catcher.  

August 1st Endurance departs London the same day Germany declares war on Russia 

August 4 Shackleton offers his ship and crew to British government for war effort 

August 8 After Shackleton receives one-word telegram from Admiralty ("Proceed"), 
Endurance departs Plymouth 

 The story is told in detail in Shackleton's book "South" which describes the 
expedition where Shackleton led his men to safety after being marooned for two years on the 
polar ice. The Endurance trapped in ice is crushed and they make their way dragging 3 
lifeboats plus supplies across the ice to open water where they sail to Elephant Island. 



 When they reached Elephant Island t
degrees from frostbite. Hudson 
sail 800 miles across the Southern Ocean to get help from South Georgia. He sets out on 
April 24th 1916 with 5 companions in one of the lifeboats.

After an epic journey they finally
for over 4 months using the Yelcho, a small steamer

The hut on Elephant Isle 
over four months (c) Royal Geographical Society

. Hudson, who developed bronchitis and hip disease, was practically well again when 
the party was rescued. All trace of the severe frost
disappeared  

WORLD WAR 1 

Shortly after reaching safety Huberht set out to get back t
possible to take part in the war. Leaving the others he went on ahead, working his passage as 
a stoker. Reporting for duty he was assigned to serve in the Q
enemy submarines and commerce raiders.

  After the war he joined the British India Navigation Society. His health began 
to fail him once more, but did not stop him from performing his duty and during World War 
II. He was a Commodore in the Royal Naval Reserve working mainly on convoy duty. He 
served as ADC to the King as he was the senior RNR Officer, though sea duties meant his 
duties as ADC were minimal. He was commodore on 3 Atlantic convoys out of Halifax prior 
to Russia entering the war. In view of his experience in ice bound waters he also undertook
convoys to Russia as well as his final one to and from Gibraltar. Huberht died at sea on board 
SS Pelayo. He was returning home in convoy HG 84 from Gibraltar, when at 58 minutes past 
midnight. On 15th June.1942 she was torpedoed
his ship.    
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When they reached Elephant Island they were all semi-starved and suffered to varying 
Hudson by this time was practically an invalid. Shackleton decides to 

sail 800 miles across the Southern Ocean to get help from South Georgia. He sets out on 
with 5 companions in one of the lifeboats. 

After an epic journey they finally are able to rescue the 22 men left on Elephant Island 
the Yelcho, a small steamer loaned by the Chilean authorities.

The hut on Elephant Isle - two overturned boats were home to twenty
over four months (c) Royal Geographical Society 

, who developed bronchitis and hip disease, was practically well again when 
the party was rescued. All trace of the severe frost-bites suffered in the boat journey had 

Shortly after reaching safety Huberht set out to get back to England as soon as 
possible to take part in the war. Leaving the others he went on ahead, working his passage as 
a stoker. Reporting for duty he was assigned to serve in the Q-ships used as decoys against 
enemy submarines and commerce raiders. 

e war he joined the British India Navigation Society. His health began 
to fail him once more, but did not stop him from performing his duty and during World War 
II. He was a Commodore in the Royal Naval Reserve working mainly on convoy duty. He 

DC to the King as he was the senior RNR Officer, though sea duties meant his 
duties as ADC were minimal. He was commodore on 3 Atlantic convoys out of Halifax prior 
to Russia entering the war. In view of his experience in ice bound waters he also undertook
convoys to Russia as well as his final one to and from Gibraltar. Huberht died at sea on board 
SS Pelayo. He was returning home in convoy HG 84 from Gibraltar, when at 58 minutes past 
midnight. On 15th June.1942 she was torpedoed by U552 and sank. Hudson went down with 

starved and suffered to varying 
time was practically an invalid. Shackleton decides to 

sail 800 miles across the Southern Ocean to get help from South Georgia. He sets out on 

the 22 men left on Elephant Island 
loaned by the Chilean authorities. 

 

two overturned boats were home to twenty-two men for 

, who developed bronchitis and hip disease, was practically well again when 
bites suffered in the boat journey had 

o England as soon as 
possible to take part in the war. Leaving the others he went on ahead, working his passage as 

ships used as decoys against 

e war he joined the British India Navigation Society. His health began 
to fail him once more, but did not stop him from performing his duty and during World War 
II. He was a Commodore in the Royal Naval Reserve working mainly on convoy duty. He 

DC to the King as he was the senior RNR Officer, though sea duties meant his 
duties as ADC were minimal. He was commodore on 3 Atlantic convoys out of Halifax prior 
to Russia entering the war. In view of his experience in ice bound waters he also undertook 3 
convoys to Russia as well as his final one to and from Gibraltar. Huberht died at sea on board 
SS Pelayo. He was returning home in convoy HG 84 from Gibraltar, when at 58 minutes past 

n went down with 



SILVER POLAR MEDAL, RN RESERVE DECORATION awarded for 15 years 
Service, WAR MEDAL 1914-
45,  1939-45 STAR, ATLANTIC STAR,

 

His �aval Service record

30.06.1935 (retired until 08.1939, when reinstated until

Acting /Commodore. 2nd class. 26.12.1940. 

He was in 1914 - 1916 a member (navigator) of the Imperial Trans
Expedition on HMS Endurance

07.05.1939 - (08.1939) tactical course, Portsmouth [HMS Victory]

26.12.1940 - 15.06.1942 Commodore of Ocean Convoys [HMS Eaglet] (convoy 
HG84 etc.) 

WORLD WAR 2 record 

Russian Convoys - March 1942

and the return convoy QP9  

1st-12th - Russian Convoy 
"Tirpitz", the ship that dictates Royal Navy policies in northern waters for so long, has been 
joined in Norway by pocket battleship "Admiral Scheer
convoys therefore set out on the same day, the 1st, so they can be covered by the Home Fleet 
with battleships "Duke of York", "Renown", "King George V" and carrier 
"Victorious". Following an intercept of German messages 
bear Island to avoid contact. However, the ice was so bad that Huberht took the gamble to 
sail to the South. 

On the 4th, cruiser "Sheffield" is damaged on a mine off Iceland as she sails to join 
the cover force. Convoys PQ
"Tirpitz" reported at sea, the Home Fleet tries to place itself between her and the convoys. 
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SILVER POLAR MEDAL, RN RESERVE DECORATION awarded for 15 years 
-20, VICTORY MEDAL 1914-19, WAR MEDAL 1939

45 STAR, ATLANTIC STAR, KING GEORGE V's JUBILEE  

His �aval Service record shows he was promoted Commander. 30.06.1927, Captain. 
30.06.1935 (retired until 08.1939, when reinstated until 08.1942) 

Acting /Commodore. 2nd class. 26.12.1940.  

1916 a member (navigator) of the Imperial Trans-
urance 

(08.1939) tactical course, Portsmouth [HMS Victory] 

15.06.1942 Commodore of Ocean Convoys [HMS Eaglet] (convoy 

March 1942 He was Commodore on the outgoing 

Russian Convoy PQ12 and Return QP8 - By now German battleship 
"Tirpitz", the ship that dictates Royal Navy policies in northern waters for so long, has been 
joined in Norway by pocket battleship "Admiral Scheer". The next Russia-bound and return 
convoys therefore set out on the same day, the 1st, so they can be covered by the Home Fleet 
with battleships "Duke of York", "Renown", "King George V" and carrier 

Following an intercept of German messages the convoy was re
bear Island to avoid contact. However, the ice was so bad that Huberht took the gamble to 

On the 4th, cruiser "Sheffield" is damaged on a mine off Iceland as she sails to join 
the cover force. Convoys PQ12 and QP8 pass to the southwest of Bear Island and with 
"Tirpitz" reported at sea, the Home Fleet tries to place itself between her and the convoys. 

SILVER POLAR MEDAL, RN RESERVE DECORATION awarded for 15 years 
19, WAR MEDAL 1939-

ws he was promoted Commander. 30.06.1927, Captain. 

-Antarctic 

 

15.06.1942 Commodore of Ocean Convoys [HMS Eaglet] (convoy 

He was Commodore on the outgoing PQ12 convoy 

By now German battleship 
"Tirpitz", the ship that dictates Royal Navy policies in northern waters for so long, has been 

bound and return 
convoys therefore set out on the same day, the 1st, so they can be covered by the Home Fleet 

the convoy was re-routed north of 
bear Island to avoid contact. However, the ice was so bad that Huberht took the gamble to 

On the 4th, cruiser "Sheffield" is damaged on a mine off Iceland as she sails to join 
12 and QP8 pass to the southwest of Bear Island and with 

"Tirpitz" reported at sea, the Home Fleet tries to place itself between her and the convoys. 
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There is no contact between the surface ships, but on the 9th, aircraft from "Victorious" 
attack but fail to hit "Tirpitz" off the Lofoten Islands. Of the 31 merchantmen in two convoys, 
only one straggler from QP8 is lost to the German force. 

20th March-3rd April - Russian Convoy PQ13 and Return QP9 - These next two 
convoys set out around the 20th, again covered by the Home Fleet. Off North Cape on the 
24th "U-655" is rammed and sunk by minesweeper "Sharpshooter" escorting QP9. Of the 19 
merchantmen in this convoy all reach Iceland in safety.  

PQ13 and its escort, including cruiser "Trinidad" and destroyers "Eclipse" and "Fury", 
are scattered by severe gales and heavily attacked. On the 29th three German destroyers 
encounter the escort north of Murmansk. "Z-26" is sunk, but in the action "Trinidad" is hit 
and disabled by one of her own torpedoes. As the cruiser limps towards Kola Inlet an attack 
by "U-585" fails and she is sunk by "Fury". Five of the 19 ships with PQ13 are lost - two to 
submarines, two to aircraft, and one by the destroyers. "Trinidad" reaches Russia.  

 Gibraltar Convoys -Convoy OG84 & HG84 

He was Commodore on the outward bound convoy, OG84 which sailed 21st March 
and arrived at Gibraltar on the 2nd June 1942. It was a relatively safe convoy. 

Convoy HG84  

This was under the command of Captain Johnny Walker CBE, DSO & 2 Bars RN. 
HG84 consisted of 20 ships and had left Gibraltar, bound for the UK, on 9th June 1942 in the 
early evening. Walker’s 36th Escort Group was again in charge. Lt Renwick had been 
replaced by Lt Halcrow RNVR commanding the Marigold. Destroyers Wild Swan & Beagle 
were covering support. Beagle was to be detached after only a few hours to hunt a damaged 
U Boat, 400 miles away! Three merchantmen joined the convoy from Lisbon on 12th June, 
bringing convoy strength up to 23 merchant vessels. The destroyer Wild Swan left that 
evening on other duties. The Stork, Convolvulus, Marigold and Gardinia were the sole 
remaining escorts for HG84. In the convoy was a specially converted rescue ship, the 
Copeland. She was equipped with everything required for rescued sailors from stricken 
vessels. The Empire Moon was equipped with a catapult aircraft (Hurricane) but this could 
only be used once and the pilot had to either ditch nearby or fly, if possible, to a land base. 
This was HG84’s sole air cover. An FW Condor had spotted the three ships leaving Lisbon 
and had tailed them, eventually spotting the convoy. Circling the convoy, it made a full report 
back to base. Walker tried altering the convoy’s course during the night but, the next 
morning, a Condor returned. Empire Moon was ordered to launch her Hurricane, got the 
Condor with a couple of bursts, but cloud prevented any confirmation of a kill, the Hurricane 
eventually ditched alongside Stork, who picked up the pilot safely. Not long afterwards U 
Boat radio traffic could be heard giving directions towards the convoy. 

With only 4 escorts Walker’s options were limited. Walker could either defend the 
convoy or take the offensive. He chose the latter. He ordered Gardenia to follow him. On the 
night of the 14th/15th June a surfaced U Boat was sighted on the horizon. Stork and the 
Gardenia went into full speed and turned on an intercept course. The U Boat turned and ran. 
For over 2 hours the Stork gained on the U Boat whilst the slower Gardenia fell behind. By 
0700 hrs the range had fell to a little under 7 miles, occasional gunfire from the Stork caused 
the U boat to lose his nerve and he dived, thus bringing down the speed of the U Boat and 



allowing the pursuers to catch up. 40 minutes or so passed by and Stork got her contact via 
the asdic. 9 attacks were made by the two ships in about 2 hours and the enemy proved 
elusive, no evidence of a hit was found. However, one of Gardenia’s depth charges had 
prematurely exploded, damaging her stern and damaging machinery. It was now about 2200 
hrs. Walker left the Gardenia to search and returned to the convoy. Gardenia remained until 
the following afternoon and had forced the U Boat to go really deep, and then the contact was 
lost. It seemed evident that the U boat had in fact gone too deep and had been crushed and 
was assumed sunk, although no evidence had been found. Gardenia left the scene and 
intended heading for home. She was to rejoin the convoy however, to lend her presence, 
although she was effectively impotent regarding battle.

Whilst Walker (Stork) and G
contact on the other side of the convoy and, anticipating Walker’s command to attack, 
Marigold gave chase. The U Boat was spotted and it dived, three attacks failed to yield any 
results and contact was lost. Marigold turned to go back to the convoy. Convolvulus received 
a message of a possible U Boat contact directly ahead of the convoy. She sped off and soon 
sighted the U boat, gave chase and was soon out of sight of the convoy. At this point she 
turned and returned to the convoy not wishing to leave the merchants for too long. Just before 
it went dark, the Convolvulus made another sweep ahead, in case the U boat had returned, but 
found nothing. By midnight, or at the latest 0100 hrs, the remaining ships wou
on station.  Walker had been in contact with the Convoy Commodore, on the SS Pelayo, 

to make a course change after dark.

from the starboard quarter where she was to be needed.

  

A U boat was, at that moment, slipping towards the convoy, fired at the SS Pelayo, 
Etrib and Slemdal before diving deep. All three torpedoes hit simultaneously

Walker ordered his “buttercup” tactics but with so few ships it was only a ge
The rescue ship, Copeland, went to work rescuing all she could. This was to take a while and 
there was imminent danger that she could, in turn, get hit. Marigold was tasked with 
remaining to shield the Copeland. Walker and his remaining ships sped o

As it happens, Walker’s decision to spare Marigold was correct. A U Boat was soon 
detected. Marigold illuminated the U boat with starshell and gave chase.
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allowing the pursuers to catch up. 40 minutes or so passed by and Stork got her contact via 
e made by the two ships in about 2 hours and the enemy proved 

elusive, no evidence of a hit was found. However, one of Gardenia’s depth charges had 
prematurely exploded, damaging her stern and damaging machinery. It was now about 2200 

Gardenia to search and returned to the convoy. Gardenia remained until 
the following afternoon and had forced the U Boat to go really deep, and then the contact was 
lost. It seemed evident that the U boat had in fact gone too deep and had been crushed and 
was assumed sunk, although no evidence had been found. Gardenia left the scene and 
intended heading for home. She was to rejoin the convoy however, to lend her presence, 
although she was effectively impotent regarding battle. 

Whilst Walker (Stork) and Gardenia was chasing their contact, Marigold had a 
contact on the other side of the convoy and, anticipating Walker’s command to attack, 
Marigold gave chase. The U Boat was spotted and it dived, three attacks failed to yield any 

. Marigold turned to go back to the convoy. Convolvulus received 
a message of a possible U Boat contact directly ahead of the convoy. She sped off and soon 
sighted the U boat, gave chase and was soon out of sight of the convoy. At this point she 

returned to the convoy not wishing to leave the merchants for too long. Just before 
it went dark, the Convolvulus made another sweep ahead, in case the U boat had returned, but 
found nothing. By midnight, or at the latest 0100 hrs, the remaining ships wou

Walker had been in contact with the Convoy Commodore, on the SS Pelayo, 

to make a course change after dark. By 0100 hrs the Marigold was still some miles away 
from the starboard quarter where she was to be needed. 

 

U552 commanded by Erich Topp 

A U boat was, at that moment, slipping towards the convoy, fired at the SS Pelayo, 
Etrib and Slemdal before diving deep. All three torpedoes hit simultaneously

Walker ordered his “buttercup” tactics but with so few ships it was only a ge
The rescue ship, Copeland, went to work rescuing all she could. This was to take a while and 
there was imminent danger that she could, in turn, get hit. Marigold was tasked with 
remaining to shield the Copeland. Walker and his remaining ships sped off into the night.

As it happens, Walker’s decision to spare Marigold was correct. A U Boat was soon 
detected. Marigold illuminated the U boat with starshell and gave chase.  After a quick depth 

allowing the pursuers to catch up. 40 minutes or so passed by and Stork got her contact via 
e made by the two ships in about 2 hours and the enemy proved 

elusive, no evidence of a hit was found. However, one of Gardenia’s depth charges had 
prematurely exploded, damaging her stern and damaging machinery. It was now about 2200 

Gardenia to search and returned to the convoy. Gardenia remained until 
the following afternoon and had forced the U Boat to go really deep, and then the contact was 
lost. It seemed evident that the U boat had in fact gone too deep and had been crushed and it 
was assumed sunk, although no evidence had been found. Gardenia left the scene and 
intended heading for home. She was to rejoin the convoy however, to lend her presence, 

ardenia was chasing their contact, Marigold had a 
contact on the other side of the convoy and, anticipating Walker’s command to attack, 
Marigold gave chase. The U Boat was spotted and it dived, three attacks failed to yield any 

. Marigold turned to go back to the convoy. Convolvulus received 
a message of a possible U Boat contact directly ahead of the convoy. She sped off and soon 
sighted the U boat, gave chase and was soon out of sight of the convoy. At this point she 

returned to the convoy not wishing to leave the merchants for too long. Just before 
it went dark, the Convolvulus made another sweep ahead, in case the U boat had returned, but 
found nothing. By midnight, or at the latest 0100 hrs, the remaining ships would all be back 

Walker had been in contact with the Convoy Commodore, on the SS Pelayo, 

By 0100 hrs the Marigold was still some miles away 

 

A U boat was, at that moment, slipping towards the convoy, fired at the SS Pelayo, 
Etrib and Slemdal before diving deep. All three torpedoes hit simultaneously 

Walker ordered his “buttercup” tactics but with so few ships it was only a gesture. 
The rescue ship, Copeland, went to work rescuing all she could. This was to take a while and 
there was imminent danger that she could, in turn, get hit. Marigold was tasked with 

ff into the night. 

As it happens, Walker’s decision to spare Marigold was correct. A U Boat was soon 
After a quick depth 
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charge attack, contact was lost. Though the U Boat got away, so did the Copeland and her 
survivors. 

Walker had a contact of his own and lookouts spotted the characteristic swirl of water 
following a rapid dive by a U Boat. He gained immediate asdic contact and let loose with a 
full depth charge attack. Being the expert that he was, he and his crew decided that they must 
have scored a hit, but he did not have the luxury of time to search for evidence and quickly 
drew back towards the convoy. 

About 3 hours later another attack was directed on the convoy. This claimed another 
two victims, SS Thurso and City of Oxford. One of the merchants fired tracer which hit 
another Merchantman. Stork illuminated the area but found nothing. Copeland again was 
called into service, collecting survivors. The Marigold again providing cover. By this time it 
was daylight and a Catalina arrived overhead. Marigold was informed that the Catalina had 
spotted a U Boat about 2 miles away which was searched and produced nothing. 5 merchants 
had been destroyed with two U Boat’s probably sunk. 172 men had been rescued by the 
Copeland, however, the convoy Commodore was not amongst those picked up.  

REFERE�CE     http://www.mikekemble.com/ww2/walk1.htm 

 

SS PELAYO 

Another report http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/55/a5103055.shtml 

The Commodore’s ship, Pelayo, was the first to go up. She vanished in a cloud of 
smoke, flame and spray, the blast of the exploding torpedo blowing Commodore Hudson 
through the canvas awnings over his bridge into the night. He was never seen again. Well 
astern of the convoy, the flash and roar of the torpedo striking home had just been reported in 
Stork and alarm bells were ringing when another ship, the SS. Etrib, was silhouetted starkly 
for a fraction of a second as two torpedoes struck her amidships. A third ship burst into flame 
on the other side of the convoy, the SS Slemdal. All three sank in a few 
minutes.           http://uboat.net/allies/merchants/ship.html?shipID=1804  

The Pelayo (Master Robert Hughes Williams) was the ship of the convoy commodore 
H.T. Hudson RNR RD. The commodore, eleven crew members, three gunners and two naval 
staff members were lost. The master, 24 crew members, two gunners and three naval staff 
members were picked up by the British rescue ship Copeland (Master W.J. Hartley DSC) and 
landed at Gourock on 20 June. 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 64 of 156 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 1, Column 1. LIVERPOOL NAVAL 
MEMORIAL & the WEST MERSEA MEMORIAL 

THE SI�KI�G OF HMS WAL�EY 8 AUGUST 1942 

 

MUMFORD, John Robert: Petty Officer Telegraphist. Service No: C/J 94600.  Royal 
Navy  H.M.S. Walney. Aged: 40 Date of Death: 08/11/1942 

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. P. F. Mumford, of Fingringhoe, Essex. 

 

His medal entitlement is not known but should have included: - The 1939-45 Star, the 
Atlantic Medal    the Africa Star, with clasp "%orth Africa 1942-4" & the 1939-45 War Medal 

Operation Reservist was an Allied military operation during World War II. Part of 
Operation Torch (the Allied invasion of North Africa); it was an attempt to land troops in 
Oran harbour in Algeria.  

HMS Walney was sunk by gunfire within Oran Harbour after first ramming both the 
outer and inner booms. The purpose of Operation Reservist was to capture the valuable 
facilities and ships at the Vichy French port of Oran before they could be destroyed. The 
landing of troops directly from ships was extremely risky; however it was hoped that either 
the French defenders would be taken entirely by surprise, or that they would actually co-
operate with the landing forces 
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Walney was accompanied by her sister ship HMS Hartland in their attempt to capture 
the harbour. On board the Walney when she was sunk were 200 men of the 6th US Armoured 
Infantry Division and a 35-strong US Naval contingent under the command of Lieutenant 
Commander G. D. Dickey U. S.N. aboard, and 6 US Marines. 

The French sloop La Surprise shelled her until the blazing hull capsized and sank. 
There were only 14 survivors from the crew of the Walney itself, one officer (Lt. Wallace 
Mosely R.N.) and 13 ratings. The commanding officer of the operation (see also further 
below) A/Captain Frederick Thornton Peters DSO, DSC. R.N. also survived. 81 of Walney's 
crew went down with the ship along with all but a few of the troops carried aboard. 

The ship’s captain, Lieutenant Commander Peter Capel Meyrick R.N. was blown to 
bits on the bridge by a shell from a broadside, which also killed fifteen other officers and 
ratings gathered there. The only one to survive on the bridge was A/Captain Frederick 
Thornton Peters DSO, DSC. R.N. who was the Group Commander of the whole operation, 
who was in overall charge of both Cutters, the two ML's smoke-layers before breeching the 
booms, the various boarding parties and the landing of the troops. A/Captain Thornton Peters 
who although blinded in one eye survived the assault. (He was killed when returning to the 
UK from the operation in a plane crash). He was awarded a 'Victoria Cross' for his part in the 
operation.  

 

The HMS Walney (USCG Sebago) 

Ex- Coastguard Pennant Number Y04 - Displacement 1700 tons   - Armament 5 inch 
guns 8 0.5" machine guns (4x2) Depth charge throwers. Max speed 16 knots. Prior 
to ”Operation Torch", the landings at Oran, HMS Walney had operated in the South Atlantic 
monitoring wireless communications between German U-boats and their  supply vessels plus 
their Bases in Occupied Europe 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: 59, 2. CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

LOSS OF HM TRAWLER HORATIO 

 

HEARD Peter: Leading Seaman: Royal Naval Patrol Service:  HM. Trawler Horatio: 
Age: 36 Date of Death: 07/01/1943: Service No: LT/JX 225030  

 

Husband of Ida M. Heard, of Tollesbury, Essex.  He married his brother's widow 
when he was killed on HMS Jervis Bay in 1940.  He was a keen member of the Tollesbury 
Sailing Club.  When he left school he became a fisherman and a yachtsman. He went 
yachting in the Philippines and came home with exotic presents for all the family. He joined 
the Royal Naval Patrol Service with other fishermen from the village. 

HMS Horatio was built for minesweeping and anti-submarine duties, launched 
August 1940.  
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TRAWLER REPELS ATTACK 

Six Messerschmitt109's bombed and machine-gunned H.M. trawler Horatio which immediately 

opened fire, states an Admiralty communiqué. One Messerschmitt was hit and crashed into the sea 

and another was heavily hit and was last seen on fire, rapidly losing 

height. The remaining Messerschmitts abandoned' the attack and flew away. The Horatio suffered 

only minor superficial damage. %o lives were lost reference The Canberra Times Monday 11 May 

1942   

The Horatio left Plymouth in September 1942 with the trawler flotilla comprising four 
T class trawlers, ROUSAY, RUSHOLM, JURA and HORATIO in the company of a large 
convoy heading to Scotland then on to Gibraltar where they were part of Operation Torch the 
invasion of North Africa. Lost whilst serving with the 8th Minesweeper/Anti-submarine group 
based at Oran Western Mediterranean.  

 On the night of the 6th Jan 1943 HMS Trawler Horatio was on patrol outside the Port 
of Bone in Algeria when two German Motor Torpedo Boats came along on a mine-laying 
mission. One of them S58 saw Horatio and in the dark mistook her for a destroyer. Dumping 
her mines, S58 attacked firing two torpedoes at a range of 800 metres, both torpedoes hit and 
Horatio was sunk. Two members of the crew were picked up by the Germans and survived 
and 32 of the crew including Peter did not. (There are other references to Horatio being 
torpedoed by an Italian Motor Torpedo Boat MA/SB in the Scarpanto Channel in the Western 
Mediterranean on the 7/01/43). 

Apart from Hubert, he had two other brothers Edgar & Joseph plus a sister 
Muriel.  The 4 brothers formed "The Stag's Head Oyster Company" between the wars. They 
carried on fishing through the war. Edgar caught a mine in his nets on his smack "Rosina" 
(CK65), which was badly damaged when the mine exploded. During the 1st World War, 
Edgar had lied about his age & joined up at 17 and had been captured by the Turks. 

 

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; Africa Star, 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 11, Column 2. LOWESTOFT 
NAVAL MEMORIAL His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 
Mary's Tollesbury 

THE LOSS OF HMS DASHER 

 

CLEME�TS, Kenneth George:  Steward:  Naval Auxiliary Personnel (Merchant 
Navy.):  H.M.S. Dasher: Age: 25: Date of Death: 27/03/1943: Service No: 126311 

 

HMS Dasher was an escort carrier converted from an ex-mercantile hull, the Rio de 

Janeiro, & transferred to the Royal Navy under lend lease. On the 8th November 1942 she 
was part of the "Operation Torch" Landings in North Africa. Her aircraft dropped 
propaganda leaflets over Oran. On her return to the UK she underwent repairs and 
modifications and rejoined the Home Fleet at Scapa Flow in February 1943. She sailed for 
Murmansk with convoy JW53 but, after only two days, was forced to turn back following 
heavy storm damage to her hull. After further repairs she was preparing to return to active 



service when, on 27 March 1943, she 
explosion, sinking in 3 minutes with the loss of 27 officers and 331 ratings of her company.

He was the son of George and Elsie Clements; husband of Queenie M. Clements, of 
Fingringhoe, Essex. He had been a member of the church choir from his youth. He had been a 
merchant seaman before the war. He was torpedoed three times & then found it difficult to 
get another ship, so had joined the Royal Navy.

Casualty Type: Commonwe

10, Column 2. 

Cemetery: LIVERPOOL �AVAL MEMORIAL

OTHER MEMORIAL Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe & at Ardrossan

ACCIDE�TAL DEATH O� H. M. Y.

FROST Herbert Walter

Arlette: Age: 45 Date of Death: 25/05/1943: Service No: LT/JX197349
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service when, on 27 March 1943, she was lost in the Firth of Clyde following an aviation fuel 
explosion, sinking in 3 minutes with the loss of 27 officers and 331 ratings of her company.

He was the son of George and Elsie Clements; husband of Queenie M. Clements, of 
ad been a member of the church choir from his youth. He had been a 

merchant seaman before the war. He was torpedoed three times & then found it difficult to 
get another ship, so had joined the Royal Navy. He was born 22nd June 1918.

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 

Cemetery: LIVERPOOL �AVAL MEMORIAL 

OTHER MEMORIAL Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe & at Ardrossan

  

ACCIDE�TAL DEATH O� H. M. Y. ARLETTE  25 May 1943 

 

FROST Herbert Walter: Petty Officer: Royal Naval Patrol Service
Arlette: Age: 45 Date of Death: 25/05/1943: Service No: LT/JX197349  

 

was lost in the Firth of Clyde following an aviation fuel 
explosion, sinking in 3 minutes with the loss of 27 officers and 331 ratings of her company.  

He was the son of George and Elsie Clements; husband of Queenie M. Clements, of 
ad been a member of the church choir from his youth. He had been a 

merchant seaman before the war. He was torpedoed three times & then found it difficult to 
He was born 22nd June 1918. 

alth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 

OTHER MEMORIAL Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe & at Ardrossan 

val Patrol Service H. M. Yacht 



He was the son of Herbert and Flora Frost, of Tollesbury; husband of Dorothy Sarah 
Frost, of Tollesbury. H M. Yacht Arlette. was based at Falmouth & 
service. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury aged 3 years. He also served 
in the First World War & the pictures in uniform were taken at that time. Between the wars 
he was a fisherman working from Tollesbury. He was ki
accidental discharge of a firearm.

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914--

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESBURY (ST. MA

His name is also recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott as well as 
Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

HMS ULSTER 

BEH�, Roland: Able Seaman: C/JX 318962
October 1943 Aged 20 years and 8 months

Roland was born at Birch 6th February 1923. As a small boy he lived in the Gables at 
Langenhoe and attended Langenhoe 
leaving school, he worked for a printing firm: 
At the outbreak of the Second World War, he joined the Peldon Detachment of the Home Guard, as 
soon as it was formed. 
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He was the son of Herbert and Flora Frost, of Tollesbury; husband of Dorothy Sarah 
Frost, of Tollesbury. H M. Yacht Arlette. was based at Falmouth & used in examination 
service. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury aged 3 years. He also served 
in the First World War & the pictures in uniform were taken at that time. Between the wars 
he was a fisherman working from Tollesbury. He was killed in an incident involving the 
accidental discharge of a firearm. 

--1919 Victory Medal; 1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939
War; Medal; Defence Medal 

 
Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESBURY (ST. MA

CHURCHYARD 

His name is also recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott as well as 

 

C/JX 318962: H.M.S. Ulster, Royal Navy: who died on
and 8 months. 

Roland was born at Birch 6th February 1923. As a small boy he lived in the Gables at 
Langenhoe and attended Langenhoe School. He later attended West Mersea School

, he worked for a printing firm: -Spottiswoode Ballantyne Ltd. at the Hythe, Colchester. 
At the outbreak of the Second World War, he joined the Peldon Detachment of the Home Guard, as 

He was the son of Herbert and Flora Frost, of Tollesbury; husband of Dorothy Sarah 
used in examination 

service. The 1901 census shows him born & living in Tollesbury aged 3 years. He also served 
in the First World War & the pictures in uniform were taken at that time. Between the wars 

lled in an incident involving the 

 
1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESBURY (ST. MARY) 

 

His name is also recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott as well as 

who died on Monday, 4th 

Roland was born at Birch 6th February 1923. As a small boy he lived in the Gables at 
School in his teens. On 

Spottiswoode Ballantyne Ltd. at the Hythe, Colchester. 
At the outbreak of the Second World War, he joined the Peldon Detachment of the Home Guard, as 
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He was the son of Ronald Bernard and Margery Behn, of Langenhoe, Essex. 

 

Mr. Behn Senior as a Special Constable & the "Gables", their home. 

Roland's father had served in the Middle East in World War 1 with the Army.  His mother 
served, as a nurse with the Saint John's Ambulance in World War 2. During this war, his father was a 
Special Constable. Graham, his younger brother, was in the Fleet Air Arm, serving on H.M.S. 
Glory.   His other brother, Bernard, served in the RAF in Rhodesia, as a physical training instructor 
with the Elementary Flight Training School. 

 

Roland as a schoolboy & in the Royal Navy 

 

His brothers Bernard and Graham 
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Roland volunteered for the Royal Navy in December 1941 and reported for duty on 12th 
January 1942. He started his career at H.M.S. Ganges, the shore training establishment in Suffolk. On 
the 27th March 1942, he joined H.M.S. Pembroke, which was the Chatham shore base. On 11th June 
1942, he was transferred to the base ship, H.M.S. Baldur. She converted to a rescue ship in 1943 after 
Roland had left her. In May 1943 he rejoined H.M.S. Pembroke to await a new ship. This was H.M.S. 
Ulster. He joined H.M.S. Ulster 21st June 1943. 

H.M.S. Ulster was a 1710 ton destroyer built by Messrs. Swan Hunter and completed 30th 
June 1943. On completion she was allocated to the Home Fleet and proceeded to Scapa Flow to work 
up.  On 27th July, she left Scapa Flow in company with the Battleship H.M.S. Duke of York and other 
ships for Operation "Governor", a diversionary operation by the Home Fleet, designed to increase the 
"War of Nerves" against Germany and to pin down forces in Norway, before launching the invasion 
of Sicily. 

On the 16th August 1943, the Ulster left Scapa Flow for Skaalsfjord for Operation "SF" - a 
routine anti- U-boat patrol between Iceland and the Faeroes. 

At the beginning of September, she was temporarily detached to the Plymouth Command. She 
left Plymouth on the 18th September for the Biscay patrol. 

On the 4th October, H.M.S. Ulster was operating, as part of Force "X" along with H.M.S. 
Wensleydale, Limbourne (with the Senior Officer), Tanatside, and Grenville. On the night of 3rd 
October "X" Force was engaged in operation "Tunnel" at 270 degrees 10 miles from the island of 
Triagoz, off the coast of Brittany. 

At 0100 hours they obtained radar contact with a force of 4 or 5 Elbing class German 
destroyers, who were to the South and steaming westerly. Force "X" illuminated with searchlights the 
German Ships and opened fire at a range of 7500 yards. The Germans promptly turned east and fled 
for home, splitting into two groups. H.M.S. Grenville & H.M.S. Ulster chased the two Germans 
steaming in the Northern group and hit both causing fires.  H.M.S. Grenville was herself hit and set on 
fire early in the action and dropped astern to join H.M.S. Limbourne. H.M.S. Ulster continued the 
chase eastward until she also was hit.  

 

H.M.S Ulster returned to Plymouth independently, having fired all her torpedoes and in view of 
electrical damage.   

The southern group of enemy, engaged by the Hunts (the other destroyers were Hunt Class 
Destroyers) outdistanced them and got away, though a number of hits on them were seen. Force "X" 
then reformed searched westward for about 15 miles and then returned to Plymouth.  There was some 
evidence that E-boats may also have been present.  
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Damage and casualties were: - 

 H.M.S. Ulster had been hit below the water line. The Fore magazine was flooded, as were the stoker's 
mess and lower power room. There was 1 killed (Roland) and 11 wounded 3 of them seriously. 
Roland was serving in the Forward Gun Turret and was killed when the magazine was hit. 

H.M.S. Grenville was hit on X gun deck, holed forward and had splinter holes. She also had 1 killed 
and 7 wounded. 

H.M.S Wensleydale had splinter holes and 2 wounded. While H.M.S. Limbourne and Tanatside only 
had small splinter holes. 

H.M.S. Ulster was awarded the Battle Honour "English Channel 1943" for this action. She was to go 
on and receive Battle Honours: - "Adriatic 1944", "Mediterranean 1944", "Normandy 1944" and 
"Okinawa 1945". 

 

He was entitled to the Defence Medal, the 1939-45 War Medal and the 1939-45 Star. 

Roland is commemorated at Plymouth (Weston Mill) Cemetery. Commonwealth War Grave 18050.  

 

Plymouth �aval Memorial 

REFERENCES 

Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. www.cwgc.org/  Also from 
H.M.S.Ulster's War Diary and from the family archives. War Diary details were kindly provided by 
the Naval Historical Branch of the MOD. The picture of HMS Ulster was kindly provided by Navy 
News. Obituary Essex County Standard October 15th 1943 page 5. 

LOSS OF MI�ESWEEPER 55 
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COATES, �elson:  Electrical Sub-Lieutenant: Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve H. M. 
Motor Minesweeper 55: Age: 23 Date of Death: 10/07/1944   

  

Son of James and Ella Olive Coates, of Tollesbury, Essex. He had sisters: - 
Gwendoline, & Audrey. His brothers were Cyril, Percy & Leonard.  He was a bright village 
boy and was "Top Boy" at Tollesbury Primary School. He went on to Colchester Technical 
School. He became an electrical engineer and was involved in making magnetic mines. Just 
before D-Day he was posted to a "Mickey Mouse" unit. They carried out specialised 
minesweeping. Minesweeper 55 was built by R. Irvin, Peterhead, sunk by mine off 
Normandy. There were 14 killed in all from a part British part Norwegian crew and only one 
survivor. 

 

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

 



Commonwealth War Dead Memorial
NAVAL MEMORIAL.  His name is recorded on the Roll of
Mary's Tollesbury. 

THE LOSS OF HMS QUOR�

HEAP Walter:  Petty Officer Stoker
03/08/1944: Service No: P/KX 97698

 Husband of Joan Heap, of Peldon, Essex.

HMS Quorn was an Escort 
White & Co. (Cowes, U.K.) Laid down: 22 Aug, 1939 Launched: 27 Mar, 1940 
Commissioned: 3 Aug, 1940.  
The flotilla was tasked with convoy
stay with this flotilla for the whole of her commission.

In April 1941 Quorn was superficially damaged by two delayed action 
exploded twenty metres from her port quarter.

In August 1941 whilst on passage from Harwich to Chatham, Quorn set off a mine 
forty metres off her port bow. She was repaired at Chatham Dockyard. These took until 
September 1941 to complete. In 
hole in the port side of the ship. She was towed to Harwich and then to Sheerness where 
repairs took 4 months to complete. On the 
destroyers that intercepted the German auxiliary cruiser Komet in the English Ch
Komet was sunk and two M-class minesweepers were heavily damaged and set on fire. An 
hour later a second patrolling force of the same operation engaged a group of escort vessels, 
sinking an R-boat and damaging a T
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Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 13, Column 3.
His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

THE LOSS OF HMS QUOR� 

 

Petty Officer Stoker Royal Navy:  H.M.S. Quorn: Age: 23
Service No: P/KX 97698  

Heap, of Peldon, Essex.  

HMS Quorn was an Escort destroyer Class: Hunt (Type I) Pennant: L 66 Built by: J.S. 
White & Co. (Cowes, U.K.) Laid down: 22 Aug, 1939 Launched: 27 Mar, 1940 

 HMS Quorn then joined the 21 Destroyer Flotilla at Harwich. 
The flotilla was tasked with convoy protection, anti-shipping and patrol duties. Quorn would 
stay with this flotilla for the whole of her commission. 

Quorn was superficially damaged by two delayed action 
exploded twenty metres from her port quarter. 

German raider Komet 

whilst on passage from Harwich to Chatham, Quorn set off a mine 
forty metres off her port bow. She was repaired at Chatham Dockyard. These took until 

1 to complete. In April 1942 Quorn hit a mine that blew a 9 foot by 15 f
hole in the port side of the ship. She was towed to Harwich and then to Sheerness where 
repairs took 4 months to complete. On the 13 October 1942 Quorn was one of the five 
destroyers that intercepted the German auxiliary cruiser Komet in the English Ch

class minesweepers were heavily damaged and set on fire. An 
hour later a second patrolling force of the same operation engaged a group of escort vessels, 

boat and damaging a T-boat. In June 1944 Quorn was an escort for convoys of 

Reference: Panel 13, Column 3. LOWESTOFT 
onour at Saint 

Age: 23 Date of Death: 

destroyer Class: Hunt (Type I) Pennant: L 66 Built by: J.S. 
White & Co. (Cowes, U.K.) Laid down: 22 Aug, 1939 Launched: 27 Mar, 1940 

HMS Quorn then joined the 21 Destroyer Flotilla at Harwich. 
shipping and patrol duties. Quorn would 

Quorn was superficially damaged by two delayed action bombs that 

 

whilst on passage from Harwich to Chatham, Quorn set off a mine 
forty metres off her port bow. She was repaired at Chatham Dockyard. These took until 

Quorn hit a mine that blew a 9 foot by 15 foot 
hole in the port side of the ship. She was towed to Harwich and then to Sheerness where 

Quorn was one of the five 
destroyers that intercepted the German auxiliary cruiser Komet in the English Channel. 

class minesweepers were heavily damaged and set on fire. An 
hour later a second patrolling force of the same operation engaged a group of escort vessels, 

ort for convoys of 
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personnel during Operation Neptune, the naval support of Operation Overlord, the D-Day 
Landings. On 3 August, she was hit and sunk during a heavy attack on the British assault area 
by a force of E-boats, explosive motorboats, human torpedoes and low flying aircraft. Those 
that survived the initial attack spent up to eight hours in the water before being rescued, and 
many of these perished. Four officers and 126 ratings were lost. 

 

HMS QUORN 

HMS Quorn (Lt. Ivan Hall, RN) was sunk by a German "Linsen" explosive 
motorboat or a German "Neger" manned torpedo off the invasion area. This is an eye witness 
account by Norman Ackroyd (a survivor) of the events of the night of 3rd August 1944: " 

The ship had been part of the beach head defence force for some nights before, on the night 

of August 3rd we sailed as normal just before dusk and went to all night action stations (I 

was part of %o 3 guns crew on the quarterdeck) again as normal, this time however we were 

accompanied by an American radar ship and we were informed over the tannoy that at dawn 

we were going in close to Le Havre in order to bombard the e-boat pens. The American ship 

was to control the shelling. Just before midnight however there was a massive explosion 

amidships and I understand we had been hit in the boiler rooms, the ship broke in two, and 

sank in a few minutes. I personally was blown overboard by the blast and found myself in the 

water fully dressed. A large number of my shipmates must have gone down with the ship but 

there were quite a lot of us in the water. The American ship left the scene at full speed which 

caused a lot of resentment at the time but it was explained to us later that if she had stayed 

she would possibly have sustained the same fate as the Quorn. A lot of those with me in the 

water did not last the night but quietly slipped away, I was in the water for eight and a half 

hours before we were picked up by an armed trawler looking for us, by that time we were 

only a small band. We were informed after that the ship had been sunk by a German human 

torpedo on which the pilot sat on a type of torpedo which had an explosive torpedo slung 

underneath and that the German pilot had been picked up by another of our destroyers of the 

defence force. We were also told that we had run into a number of these torpedoes which 

were being carried into the beach head by the tide but as a result of the Quorn being sunk the 

alarm had been raised and the other torpedoes had been dealt with." 
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 1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star:  1939-1945 Defence Medal; 1939-1945 War Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead /Memorial Reference: Panel 85, Column 2. PORTSMOUTH 
NAVAL MEMORIAL and at Peldon 

THE LOSS OF SS AMSTERDAM  7 August 1944 

CRA�FIELD, Cecil Charles. Fourth Engineer Officer: Merchant Navy S.S. Amsterdam 
(Harwich): H M Hospital Ship Amsterdam: Aged: 41: Date of Death: 07/08/1944 

 The SS Amsterdam was built by John Brown & Co. Clydebank in 1930. . Built for 
London & North Eastern Railway Line. Converted for troop carrying at the outbreak of 
WW2. Later converted in the Clyde to a hospital ship. She was sunk by a mine while taking 
casualties from Juno Beach on 07/08/1944. 55 patients, 10 RAMC staff, 30 crew and 
11 German POWs were lost. 

 

The SS Vienna, the twin ship of SS Amsterdam  



He was the son of Charles William and Alice Lavinia Cranfield; husband of Doris 
Olive Cranfield, of Dovercourt, Essex.
in Rowhedge and was also a mariner. He was known as "Sonny". He was born 2 December 
1903 at Rowhedge and baptised there on the 7th February 1904.

He was the grandson of 
master mariners & smack owners. William Wadley Cranfield captained two yachts 
II & III in challenges for the Ame

An uncle, Arthur Cranfield, was 1st Mate of King George V's racing yacht 
Sonny's father, Charles crewed on many J_class yachts & with Arthur was on America's Cup 
challenger Shamrock IV. Sonny's father Charles was Boatswain on 
between Liverpool & the Mediterranean. He died of pneumonia in February 1924 in Palermo 
Sicily. 

Commonwealth War Dead
MEMORIAL 

THE LOSS OF HMS BULLE�

WATSHAM, Dennis Harold

Bullen He was aged 18 when killed on the 

He was the son of Jessie
(1896- c. 1945) was born on 4th June 1896 in Fingringhoe. He had been a Private in the 
Essex Regiment in World War 1 and appears on the Fingringhoe list of those serving in that 
war.  Harold married Jessie Cook in 1919 and the couple remained in the Colchester area and 
had eight children; Harold died in about 1945 (death registered March quarter of 
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on of Charles William and Alice Lavinia Cranfield; husband of Doris 
Olive Cranfield, of Dovercourt, Essex.  He had a son Jonathan. His father Charles was born 
in Rowhedge and was also a mariner. He was known as "Sonny". He was born 2 December 

dge and baptised there on the 7th February 1904.  

He was the grandson of Jonathan Cranfield, one of six renowned sailing brothers, all 
master mariners & smack owners. William Wadley Cranfield captained two yachts 
II & III in challenges for the America's Cup. 

An uncle, Arthur Cranfield, was 1st Mate of King George V's racing yacht 
Sonny's father, Charles crewed on many J_class yachts & with Arthur was on America's Cup 

IV. Sonny's father Charles was Boatswain on SS Sea Serpent 

between Liverpool & the Mediterranean. He died of pneumonia in February 1924 in Palermo 

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 8. TOWER HILL 

THE LOSS OF HMS BULLE� 6 DECEMBER 1944 

 

Dennis Harold.  He served as an Able Seaman in the Royal Navy
when killed on the 06/12/1944. His service number was 

on of Jessie and Harold Watsham. His father, Harold Frederick Watsham 
4th June 1896 in Fingringhoe. He had been a Private in the 

Essex Regiment in World War 1 and appears on the Fingringhoe list of those serving in that 
Harold married Jessie Cook in 1919 and the couple remained in the Colchester area and 

ldren; Harold died in about 1945 (death registered March quarter of 

on of Charles William and Alice Lavinia Cranfield; husband of Doris 
He had a son Jonathan. His father Charles was born 

in Rowhedge and was also a mariner. He was known as "Sonny". He was born 2 December 

Cranfield, one of six renowned sailing brothers, all 
master mariners & smack owners. William Wadley Cranfield captained two yachts Valkyrie 

An uncle, Arthur Cranfield, was 1st Mate of King George V's racing yacht Britannia. 
Sonny's father, Charles crewed on many J_class yachts & with Arthur was on America's Cup 

SS Sea Serpent trading 
between Liverpool & the Mediterranean. He died of pneumonia in February 1924 in Palermo 

 

TOWER HILL 

Royal Navy on H.M.S. 
. His service number was C/JX654069  

His father, Harold Frederick Watsham 
4th June 1896 in Fingringhoe. He had been a Private in the 

Essex Regiment in World War 1 and appears on the Fingringhoe list of those serving in that 
Harold married Jessie Cook in 1919 and the couple remained in the Colchester area and 

ldren; Harold died in about 1945 (death registered March quarter of 
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1945).  Dennis’s uncle WATSHAM, William Ransom Watsham had been killed as a   private 
aged 18 while serving with the 19th Battalion of the Manchester Regiment in 1917 

Dennis was born in Colchester. On joining the Royal Navy he was posted to HMS 
Ganges at Shotley.  Having completed training he joined HMS Bullen. 

 

HMS Bullen 1943 

H.M.S. Bullen was a Frigate Class: Captain with Pennant: K 469 Built by: Bethlehem 
Shipyard Inc. (Hingham, Massachusetts, U.S.A.) Ordered: Laid down: 17 May, 1943 
Launched: 7 Aug, 1943 Commissioned: 25 Oct, 1943 Lost: 6 Dec, 1944 She was never 
commissioned into US Navy but transferred to Britain as "Lend Lease" upon completion. She 
was commissioned as HMS Bullen & was part of the Convoy Escort Group B19 working in 
the North Atlantic 

On 6 December 1944 at 0950, HMS Bullen was torpedoed amidships and sunk by U-
775 west off Strathy Point, Scotland (position 58.30N, 05.03W). She broke in two and sank 
about two hours later. Her Captain, Lt-Cdr A.H. Parish RN was lost with 71 of his crew, 
while 97 survivors were picked up by two other RN ships in company, HMS Good all and 
HMS Hesperus. This was the third active patrol of U-775, which departed under Erich 
Taschenmacher from Bergen on 18th Nov 1944 and arrived back at Bergen on 21st Dec 1944 
after more than four weeks on patrol. Dennis was killed when the jack staff fell on him. 

 

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the 1939-45 War medal & the Atlantic Star 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot P. Row 4.Grave 30. Cemetery: 
LYNESS ROYAL NAVAL CEMETERY ORKNEYS 

THE LOSS OF HM TRAWLER HAYBUR� WYKE 

 

WHITE Raymond: Seaman: Royal Naval Patrol Service:  H. M. Trawler Hayburn 
Wyke: Date of Death: 02/01/1945 * (The ship was sunk on the 1st & the 2 survivors picked 
up on the 2nd): Service No: LT/JX 206563  

He was the son of Charles and Bessie White and husband of Lorraine White, of Salcott, 
Essex. He was born 17th August 1917 and married on the 4th January 1941. 
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Raymond was a fisherman pre-war & at the outbreak of war served on an unarmed 
yacht used as a patrol craft. Subsequently he served on a minesweeper operating out of 

Ipswich & Felixstowe. At the time of his death, his ship, the Hayburn Wyke was involved in 
clearing mines dropped by air into the critical supply route to Allied forces in Holland. The 
severe weather meant that re-supply by land or air was difficult &   hence supply by sea 
became so important. At the time his ship was torpedoed he had just finished his watch & 

gone below to the galley for a mug of cocoa.

 

HM Trawler Hayburn Wyke was hired as Auxiliary patrol vessel May 1940, 
converted to minesweeper 1941, sunk by torpedo whilst at anchor off Ostend.  

They were sunk by a 2 man German submarine, the SEEHUND “Seal”, which was 
based at Ijmuiden in the Netherlands. This is what is normally considered the most successful 
of the miniature German submarines. The type, designed in 1944, is known as XXVII B 5, 
also known as Type 127, and at least 138 (U-5001 - U-5118 and U-5251 - 5269) were 
commissioned into the Kriegsmarine. From 1944 it was planned to build over 1000 such mini 
subs. The crew of the Seehund, which sank the Hayburn Wyke were Paulsen & Huth 
reference: - Das Kommando des K-Verbandes der Kriegsmarine (Motorbuch Verlag 2003)  

These boats had a displacement of 17 tons submerged, a crew of 2 and carried two under slung 
torpedoes of type G7e. The Seehund had the range of 300 km at 7 knots and could attack on the 
surface in weather up to 4 on the Beaufort scale but had to be almost stationary for submerged attacks. 
About 50 Seehund boats had an additional fuel storage that gave them a range of 300 miles at 7 knots 
surfaced and 63 miles at 3 knots submerged 

 

Survivor of World War II  honours fallen comrades at Belgium service Jul 31 2009 by Sarah 
Bunney, South Wales Echo edited by Fred Jenkins shown in italics 

Fred Jenkins, 87, from Caerau, Cardiff, visited Ostend in Belgium for the unveiling of a memorial 
plaque at the English Church. 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 82 of 156 

 

The armed trawler HMS Hayburn Wyke was sunk by a German midget submarine on New Year’s 
Day in 1945. That night, 22 sailors died in the sinking and only two survived. 

Now Fred, who has researched the event extensively, spent four days in the Belgian city 
commemorating his fellow members of the Royal %aval Patrol Service. 

The grandfather of 12 said: “It was my wish to commemorate my lost comrades. Two years ago, 
with the help of the Belgian branch of the Royal Naval Association, I returned to the spot where 
the ship went down and laid a wreath.” 

Fred had always hoped for a more permanent memorial and this year his wish was fulfilled when 
the plaque, bearing the names of all 22 sailors with their rank and number, was unveiled and hung 
on the wall of the church. 

A short pause was held after each of the names was read out, followed by the sounding of the Last 
Post. 

The tribute was read by Commander Gavin Short, chairman of the Belgian branch of the Royal 
Naval Association, followed by two minutes’ silence and the Reveille. 

The Rev Dr Clifford Owen conducted the service, which was attended by Belgian Navy standard-
bearers and the chairman and secretary of the Belgian Royal Naval Association, Michael Rose 
and John Mummery. 

Fred, who has been married to his wife Doreen for 65 years, added: “I was given a special place 
in the service to express my thanks to colleagues and the people of Ostend, which earned me a 
round of applause from the audience of 30. 

“Being back there brought the memories of that night flooding back. I shiver when I think that 
those men were in their bunks in the ship and had no idea the submarine was coming. 

“It was a foggy night and supplies had just arrived from Dover for the liberated army when the 
torpedo struck. The sailors had no chance.” 

Fred, who suffers from severe arthritis and is waiting for a knee replacement, made the 12-hour 
coach journey to Ostend with Brinly Chard, Honorary Secretary of the Cardiff branch of the 
Royal Naval Association. 

But the former seaman enjoyed every minute of the trip and is looking forward to his next visit. 

He said: “Most days I can hardly walk but I’m not complaining – I keep my sense of humour and 
I’ve got my family all around me. I was glad to be able to honour my comrades even though I’m 
nearing 90.” 

 

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 
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Casting a poppy wreath at the site of the sinking of HMS Hayburn Wyke by Fred 
Jenkins, a former member of the Royal Naval Patrol Service & Sergeant Major M. Rose of 
the Belgium Army (Paras.), the Hon. Sec of the Royal Naval Association of Belgium.  

As the wreath & flowers were cast upon the water so the sea became calm & it started 
to rain as though heaven was weeping too.  
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Memorial at the ENGLISH CHURCH OSTEND. He is also commemorated at Saint 
Mary's Salcott cum Virley. Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 17, 

Column 1. Memorial: LOWESTOFT NAVAL MEMORIAL 

 

THE LOSS OF H.M.M.G.B. 2002: 

 

MEAKES Albert John Sterling: Sub-Lieutenant Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve: 
H.M.M.G.B. 2002: Age: 19: Date of Death: 12/05/1945  

He was the son of William A. and Mary J. Meakes, of Tolleshunt Knights, Essex. He 
is listed as attending Harrow County School in Middlesex between 1937-41  
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Motor Gun Boat was a Royal %avy term for a small military vessel of the Second 

World War. They were physically similar to the Motor Torpedo Boats but equipped with a 

mix of guns instead of torpedoes. Their small size and high speed made them difficult targets 

for E-boats or torpedo bombers, but they were particularly vulnerable to mines and, indeed, 

heavy weather. The large number of guns meant the crew was relatively large, numbering as 

high as thirty men. In the early years of the war they saw action defending shipping against 

enemy torpedo boats such as the German E-boats on the southern and eastern coasts of the 

UK. MGBs were also involved in the protection of shipping after D-Day. They did not take 

the prefix HMS as they were only boats and instead used the prefix "HMMGB" on formal 

occasions. The crews generally referred to them by their numbers. Reference Wikipedia 

The little ships fought with bold initiative and gallantry. A congratulatory note, 
addressed to Coastal Forces, by Winston Churchill on 30 Nay 1943, sums up their work to 

that time: 

"I HAVE "OTED WITH ADMIRATIO" THE WORK OF THE LIGHT 

COASTAL FORCES I" THE "ORTH SEA, I" THE CHA""EL, A"D, MORE 

RECE"TLY I" THE MEDITERRA"EA". BOTH I" OFFE"CE A"D DEFE"CE, THE 

FIGHTI"G ZEAL A"D THE PROFESSIO"AL SKILL OF OFFICERS A"D ME" 

HAVE MAI"TAI"ED THE GREAT TRADITIO" BUILT UP BY MA"Y 

GE"ERATIO"S OF BRITISH SEAME". 

AS OUR STRATEGY BECOMES MORE STRO"GLY OFFE"SIVE, THE TASK 

ALLOCATED TO THE COASTAL FORCES WILL I"CREASE I" IMPORTA"CE A"D 

THE AREA OF THEIR OPERATIO"S WILL WIDE". 

I WISH TO EXPRESS MY HEARTFELT CO"GRATULATIO"S TO YOU ALL 

O" WHAT YOU HAVE DO"E I" THE PAST A"D COMPLETE CO"FIDE"CE THAT 

YOU WILL MAI"TAI" THE SAME HIGH STA"DARDS U"TIL COMPLETE 

VICTORY HAS BEE" GAI"ED OVER ALL OUR E"EMIES." 

 HMMGB 2002 was sunk by mine in the Skaggerak. His ship was  on  a Special 
Mission with SOE agents from Aberdeen to recover 3 British merchant ships at Gothenburg, 
Sweden -The list of casualties was  ANDREWS, Alfred A, Ty/Leading Stoker, C/KX 
121798, MPK BARTLEY, Roger, Able Seaman, C/JX 260016, MPK BELL, Gordon H, 
Ty/Lieutenant, RNVR, MPK BLEASDALE, Oliver, Act/Leading Seaman, D/SSX 20104, 
MPK BOISSIER, John R, Ty/Sub Lieutenant, RNVR, MPK BRISTOW, Frederick J, 
Ty/Act/Leading Stoker, C/KX 113408, MPK CHARLESWORTH, Desmond, Wireman (L), 
P/MX 717488, MPK GADD, Charles K, Act/Leading Telegraphist, D/JX 184213, MPK 
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GORDON, James J, Able Seaman, P/JX 262137, MPK HAWKSBY, Bernard, Leading 
Seaman, P/JX 287989, MPK HAYDEN, John, Able Seaman, D/SSX 29812, MPK HEARN, 
Charles F, Act/Chief Motor Mechanic 4c, D/MX 76073, MPK HEARN, Eric G, Able 
Seaman, D/JX 369194, MPK HILL, George I, Able Seaman, C/JX 355797, MPK HUGHES-
COPPINS, Leslie H, Lieutenant Commander (E), RNVR, MPK MARKHAM, John S, Able 
Seaman, P/JX 327761, MPK MARSHALL, Robert M, Ty/Act/Lieutenant Commander, 
RNVR, MPK MCLANAGHAN, Leslie I, Act/Able Seaman, C/JX 379070, MPK 
MCNULTY, Anthony A, Ordinary Seaman, P/JX 544461, MPK MEAKES, Albert J S, 
Ty/Act/Sub Lieutenant, RNVR, MPK PENDER, John M, Leading Motor Mechanic, P/MX 
637160, MPK REYNOLDS, Syvanus B J, Lieutenant Commander, RNR, MPK SMITH, 
Frederick S, Petty Officer, C/JX 143074, MPK WREN, Cyril W, Able Seaman, C/JX 
314255, MPK 

 

1939-1945 STAR; ATLANTIC STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE 
MEDAL 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Panel 95, Column 3. Memorial: 
PLYMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

THE POW’S STORY 

WILSO� David 

At the outbreak of war, David Wilson was at boarding school in Dorset where he 
joined the Officers' Training Corps. In 1940 he left school hoping to join the RAF but was 
classed as unfit due to suffering ill health as a child. Instead David joined the Merchant Navy 
on his 17th birthday despite the reservations of two doctors who considered he would not 
survive the hardship of life at sea. Watts, Watts and Company of London employed David as 
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a cadet, or apprentice deck officer. David's mother was worried for his safety and bought him 
the best possible lifejacket which was in the form of a coat, and very warm to wear. 

 

DAVID WILSON in 1947 & in 1999 

On 15 April 1941 David was instructed to join the SS Willesden at North Shields and 
was cheered on his way by 27 officers and men of the King's Own Scottish Borderers who 
were billeted at his home. There were three other apprentices on board, Derek Bawden 
(known as George), Jimmy Harland and Arthur Joyce. The morning after his arrival David 
was awoken by the bo'sun: 

We were told to go down into the hold and sweep up the coal dust which had been left 
when they had discharged to coal ballast. . . When I peered over the side of the hold I was 
aghast at the huge depth and when I thought of that 45 foot vertical steel ladder I would have 
to climb down, my legs turned to water. I was told not to grip the rungs, in case one springs 
out, always grip the sides of the ladder. There was no rung at the top of the ladder, just 
smooth steel that was the scariest part of it. I climbed down, trying not to look as if I was 
scared stiff and, as I stepped off the ladder at the bottom of the hold, the sailors already down 
there grabbed my new cap and new working jacket and kicked them round the hold. They 
didn't stay looking new for long! When it was time to go up to the top again, I found it more 
of an ordeal. 

Having taken on coal in Newcastle, SS Willesden took up position with a coastal 
convoy for her journey around Scotland to Loch Ewe. During the onward voyage to 
Baltimore, David was 'initiated' by being covered in 7lb of raspberry jam! This treatment did 
not help his feelings of homesickness but David was cheered up by his fellow cadet Jimmy. 
This trip was memorable for the seasickness which afflicted him and the tremendous gale 
which put the steering gear out of action. A 'wolf-pack' also attacked the convoy with the loss 
of one ship. In May SS Willesden returned home as part of a large convoy escorted by HMS 
Ramillies and carrying a cargo of grain. David was not allowed ashore as this had been his 
first trip, but George and Jimmy covered for him so that he could spend a precious day with 
his parents. 

In June the SS Willesden headed for Montreal and during the Atlantic crossing the 
convoy came under attack on two occasions, losing five ships.  
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Once again David and the other apprentices 
were required to sweep out the holds: David, George, 
Jimmy and Lofty after sweeping out the holds.     

We worked in clouds of coal dust and, as we 
were streaming with sweat the whole time, we were 
soon as black as coal miners! Each morning we would 
take it in turns to go ashore and fill a suitcase with 
bottles of Coca Cola to keep us going through the day. 
Each evening, before being allowed ashore, the beams 
over the holds had to be swept down and the hatch 

covers put over the holds. This entailed sitting astride one of the narrow steel beams 45 feet 
above the vast hold, with nothing to hold onto except the beam and brushing the coal dust off 
whilst inching along. I just could not face it and left it for the others to do, as they were used 
to it. That evening I searched high and low for my shore-going shoes and someone suggested 
looking for them on deck - there they were, sitting in the middle of one of the beams! I had to 
retrieve them or stay aboard that evening. I screwed up my courage and worked my way 
across to the cheers of the others. I never found it daunting again. 

The following trip was to New York and on the return journey from Quonset Point the 
ship was loaded with army stores, including 5 tons of nitro glycerine and 40 large oil tanks 
which required securing with heavy chains. A succession of gales on the return journey, with 
seas measuring 40 feet, resulted in the chains working their way loose and several of the oil 
tanks began to roll into the sea, damaging lifeboats as they went overboard. The rest of the 
convoy carried on, leaving the crew of SS Willesden to try and secure the remaining tanks in 
the heavy seas. It took three days to rejoin the convoy and in the meantime two other vessels 
had been torpedoed. The following convoy in January 1942, again to New York, followed a 
similar pattern with a 'wolf-pack' battle lasting three days: 

One such attack started when a submerged U-boat was right alongside of us and the 
first we knew of it was when a destroyer raced through the convoy and dropped a pattern of 
depth charges 25 yards from us which nearly buckled the side of the ship. When depth 
charges are dropped near you it sounds as if a giant is hitting the sides with a hammer. Must 
be terrible in a U-boat when these things are being dropped. The most spectacular attacks 
were at night when the U-boats would surface and attack with shellfire and torpedoes. The 
escorts would fire star shells which would light up the scene with a brilliant white light. To 
add to the din and confusion, ships in the convoy that spotted a U-boat would open up with 
their 4 inch gun and any other gun which would bear. Shells would ricochet over the water 
and there was always the danger of hitting another ship. Gaps in the columns would tell you 
the next morning how many ships were lost. Several days later the ship ahead of us was sunk 
and we passed one man clinging to a hatch cover as we passed. All we could do was to shout 
encouragement to him and hope he would be picked up by the rescue ship at the rear of the 
convoy. 

.Having left New York, the SS Willesden steamed to St Thomas in the West Indies to 
load up with coal before heading for the South Atlantic. On 1 April 1942 a plane with US 
Navy markings carried away the main aerial by trailing a large hook from its tail. This meant 
that the effective range for any SOS signals was only around 40 miles. The Army gunners 
managed to hit the plane, which had come from a German commerce raider, and the crew 
discovered later that the observer had been hit in the arm. Shortly after, the raider fired 
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salvoes of shells at the Willesden and ordered the crew to abandon ship or she would be sunk. 
The crew retaliated by returning fire with a few shots from the antiquated 4 inch gun on the 
poop: 

We fired 6 shots at the raider without result but the raider was keeping up a rapid fire 
of three guns and circling us in ever decreasing circles at 23 knots. In no time shells were 
ripping into the ship and the high octane fuel on the foredeck was soon a mass of flames. The 
shocking thought that flashed through my mind was, unlike being attacked in convoy when 
you had ships all around, we were alone in an almost empty ocean being attacked by this 
monster hurling shells at us alone. It was absolutely terrifying, especially as we could not do 
anything. 

Having been ordered to abandon ship, David leapt into the port lifeboat and put the 
plug in before swinging himself back on deck and helping to lower the boat into the water. In 
the queue for the ladder his life was saved by a young sailor, John McMillan, who waited to 
allow David to go down first but who was hit by a shell splinter and died of his injuries. The 
casualties stayed in the boat while others, David included, hung on to safety ropes: 

For the first time I was able to try out my wonderful life-jacket coat but unfortunately, 
I had not done the buttons up before getting into the water and the buoyancy was so great, I 
could not force the coat down enough to do the buttons up, I did however have my arms in 
the sleeves, so the coat acted like a life buoy. At least I had the comfortable feeling that the 
coat would support me for 24 hours if need be. 

The survivors were taken aboard the raider, the wounded were taken to the sick bay 
and the others shown to their quarters, an 18ft by 12 ft room, already occupied by the crew of 
SS Wellpark which had been sunk 2 days earlier on the same route. The crew was quite well 
fed and the men were permitted to go up on deck for an hour each day, the rest of the time 
was spent playing cards and reading books. The Thor was a successful raider and on the 3rd 
April a further ship was attacked, a Norwegian merchant ship, the Aust. The crew joined 
those already captured. On the 10th the Kirkpool was sunk and the remaining crew of twenty 
was picked up. 

On 4th May we were told that we would be transferred to a supply ship in the Indian 
Ocean. On being allowed on deck that evening, we could just make out the lines of the supply 
ship hove to about a mile away. She turned out to be the Regensburg of about 8,000 tons. We 
collected what gear we had, (in my case none) and clambered down the rope ladders into the 
launches. Sailors lined the rails on the raider and waved goodbye to us and, of course, we 
responded. It was hard to realise that they had sunk our ship and nearly killed us a short while 
back but, strange to say we were a little sad at leaving them. 

The crew was treated well on board the Regensburg and had the same food as the 
ship's company. However on 7 July 1942 the ship arrived in Yokohama Harbour and dropped 
anchor. The crew transferred to the Ramses before being handed over to the Japanese on 25 
August. 

Before disembarking, the German sailors gave us two sacks of food, one contained 
black bread, the other tins of salmon. They told us to be sparing with it as it would be the last 
good food we would have for a very long time. . . Presently we were herded into trucks, 25 
prisoners to a truck and two guards and taken on a tour of Yokohama, Kawasaki and 
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surrounding districts for two hours, all the time being pelted with rotten fruit, lumps of horse 
dung and anything else to hand. The population had been told that we were coming and, as 
they had not seen any European prisoners before, they all turned out to watch. At first, before 
the barrage, we thought they were cheering us as all we could hear was 'hurio, hurio' which 
we discovered afterwards was an insulting name for POW and that was our name from then 
on. As we were packed into the trucks so tightly and all standing up, we could not duck out of 
the way, and nor could the guards, and soon we were all covered in this filth. 

Kawasaki POW Camp. 

The bunks were full of big red bed bugs which 
would come out at night in droves. We would be 
covered in bites every night and when you squashed 
one it gave off a sickly smell. After a time we got used 
to them and did not take much notice of the bites. We 
were issued with two thin blankets each and a canvas 
pillow filled with straw. . Whenever we passed one of 
the guards, we were required to bow low to him. This 

took us a bit of time to remember to do but, as we got beaten around the head every time we 
forgot, we soon got the hang of it It was about 2 miles to Mitsui Docks and we were put to 
work in the holds of old British ships which had been sold for scrap to Japan before the war 
but used by them to bring supplies in. Our job was to shovel coal into slings to be hoisted out 
of the holds. . . We were allowed up on deck at midday to eat our meagre meal and have a 
few minutes to relax. It was horrible to see the brass plate at the foot of the bridge and see 
where the ship was built, shipyards on the Tyne, the Clyde or Belfast made me terribly 
homesick, even though the actual shipyards were strange places for me. As we did not have 
any nourishing food, it was not long before people started going down with various illnesses. 
Dysentery was common which would start as diarrhoea and end up with passing blood and 
losing weight rapidly . . . Another distressing illness was Beri-beri, wet or dry. . . We all got 
depressed and some men said we would never be free again, so why go on with this miserable 
life. They just lost the will to live and faded away. . . I am sure I owe my life to Tom Gordy a 
US Marine from Texas. I had been ill for about ten days and could not eat the pink rice 
served up. One morning Tom cooked me an egg on a piece of tin in the boiler room and 
brought it to me before going to work, he stood over me and made me eat it, it tasted 
delicious. The night before he had wormed his way across the yard, past the guard room and 
into the chicken run which was kept by the guards for fresh meat and eggs. He silently stole 
an egg without disturbing the birds and, of course had to worm his way back without 
breaking the egg. What a wonderfully unselfish act, we never had any meat or eggs in our 
diet. From that day I started to get better. 

During 1943 David was allowed to send a card home, the first since his capture 
twenty months previously. At last his parents knew he was alive: 

Everyone, except for my mother had given up any hope of seeing me again. The card 
arrived on Christmas Day 1943, in wartime there was a post every day, and my father was 
walking along towards the church to get ready for the service when he was astonished to see 
the postmistress riding up the hill towards him shouting - 'he's alive!' Peldon being a small 
village, everyone knew about me and she wanted as many people as possible to hear the good 
news. My mother played the organ that morning with so much gusto that the poor boy 
pumping the bellows wet himself with the effort! 
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About this time the camp began to be plagued by rats that ate the prisoners' soap, 
gnawed holes in their clothes and bit them during the night. In August 1943, David and four 
others were taken to a 'hospital' camp as suspected diphtheria cases, where they endured 
reduced rations as there were no working parties going out from this camp. 

Our hut was next to the cookhouse and, although prisoners worked in there, it was more than 
their lives were worth to let us have spare food. However, on odd occasions they would throw 
over a bone which had been stripped of meat and had been in a stew. We would take it in 
turns to chew on it for five minutes then pass it to the next person. By the time it had been 
passed round a few times, each end of the bone would have gone and all the marrow. The 
marrow was delicious but we were careful to make sure everyone had some of it.    David's 
experiences left him with a life-long dislike of sharing utensils or food with others, an 
understandable reaction given the conditions under which the prisoners existed. Although it 
was considered a hospital camp, David never saw any medicines being administered. The 
camp commandant inflicted a variety of punishments on the inmates, including forcing 
prisoners to stand in the latrine tank, or stand on a box in the yard all night in freezing 
conditions. The latter punishment frequently led to pneumonia. Life was made more bearable 
by the appearance of a brown dog that spent his time between the different huts and was fed 
by the prisoners from their own meagre food ration. 

From 1944, American B29 bombers began raids on Japanese cities. The raids would 
result in more beatings for the prisoners, cheered on by the local inhabitants. David witnessed 
the Kamikaze pilots' attacks on American bombers. On 15 April 1945 the air raid sirens 
sounded at 10.15pm: 

A few minutes later we heard a tremendous roar as the first planes swept in and 
dropped their bombs. The whole camp building shook so much we thought it would collapse, 
so we went outside. The napalm bombs on impact would send a stream of flaming jelly a 
hundred yards. In no time at all the whole city was a roaring furnace which, in turn created a 
fierce wind which blew all before it, roofs, doors, windows and all kinds of debris. Part of the 
camp fence caught fire and we thought we would be engulfed but we managed to put that fire 
out and then the wind suddenly changed and the fire moved away . . . The devastation 
revealed the next morning was unbelievable. For approximately four miles in any direction 
there was not a house or wall standing, just a blackened desert. 

On 17 August 1945 the prisoners discovered that the war was over: 

The whole camp went wild and several prisoners immediately armed themselves with 
various sharp instruments and went looking for the guards but they had disappeared. The 
senior officers in camp managed to convince everybody that it was in our interests to keep 
calm and we really needed the guards to protect us from the population. The guards did 
appear later but kept a low profile. The next day Japanese military police came to the camp 
and took the guards' rifles away but left them with their bayonets, for their protection and, 
perhaps ours. That evening the livestock kept by the guards, a pig and some chickens, were 
slaughtered and we all enjoyed a meal of roast pork, chicken and home-made bread - the first 
decent food we had tasted for three years. It is hard to summarise how our feelings were at 
that time. We had lived in fear of starvation, disease and bombing for so long. We had been 
brutally treated, made to work under harsh conditions, got into the state of mind when I 
thought we would never be free again then, very suddenly the war was over. I think most of 
us felt stunned. 
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Having missed the American food drops for two 
days, David painted 'POW Camp, Drop Food' on the 
roof and supplies quickly arrived by parachute:    The 
pilots certainly made up for missing us on previous 
days. Two of them took their life in their hands and 
took motion pictures of us. Several emptied their 
pockets and threw down packets of cigarettes. Others 
scribbled messages - 'See you in the States in a month', 
'Compliments of the Fighting 83rd USS Essex' tied 
them onto their singlets and tossed them to us. One 

pilot sent down the names and addresses of all the pilots on USS Essex. They all did 
aerobatics over the camp for about 15 minutes whilst we laughed and cried and cheered them. 
How wonderful they were to us that day. 

David arrived home to a wonderful welcome from his family and the villagers laid on 
a Welcome Home party, but he found it took some time to settle back into family life. Post 
war David remained in the Merchant Navy until 1951 and then worked for HM Customs and 
Excise until retirement. In 1950 he married Ina and they had two children. It was Ina who 
persuaded her husband that his memoir should reflect his feelings and her advice has resulted 
in a rich and powerful account of life both in the Merchant Navy and as a Prisoner of War in 
Japan. (1) 

 

1939-1945 Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-1945 War Medal 

SETTLI�G DOW� AGAI� 

On the way back to the UK, I thought it would be nice to ring Peldon Church bells on 
the stroke of midnight on 31st December 1945, to herald in the New Year of peace. When I 
mentioned it to my father (the vicar) towards the end of December, he would not hear of it 
and forbade me to do it. However, I was determined not to be put off and as the clock moved 
towards midnight, I crept down the stairs, took the huge iron key off the hook in the hall and 
ran the few hundred yards to the church. It was all very eerie, everyone was tucked up in bed 
and the church was pitch black inside and as quiet as the grave. I looked forward to when the 
bell boomed out! One minute to midnight, I started to pull on the rope, as it takes several tugs 
to get the momentum going, then the lovely sound of the bell crashed out. Soon I managed to 
get another bell going and presently another bell boomed out and to my utter astonishment, I 
found my mother had joined me! It was not long before the whole village was awake and 
they thought the war had broken out again because during the war the bells were not rung on 
a Sunday, they were only rung if an invasion was threatened. 

The next morning everyone wanted to know what the commotion was about and my 
father was beside himself with fury. I didn't care, I had done it and I was free to do what I 
liked. I reminded people that, although the village had not suffered in the war, thousands had 
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had a dreadful time and I was determined to celebrate a new year of peace. They were 
perfectly happy at that except, of course, father.    After a time, I went off my food and my 
weight dropped very suddenly until I weighed the same as when I was liberated, 7 stone. My 
doctor was naturally very concerned and although I informed him that we had been told that 
this would happen when we got back and felt perfectly alright. I was sent to Essex County 
hospital for three weeks. At first they tried to keep me in bed but I wasn't having that. They 
did every type of test on me without result and apart from being rather nervous and anxious. 
Also I had blackouts every time I got up from a chair. Otherwise, I was alright. (The 
blackouts continued for 2 or 3 years). Looking back, I realise that my nerves must have 
been in a bit of state because for several years I would feel shattered every time there was a 
thunderstorm, sounds ridiculous now.     Of course, as people in general did not know much 
about Japanese POWs at that time I was frequently asked about it. I yearned for my father to 
ask me about my experiences but he never referred to it. Perhaps he thought I was getting too 
much attention. My mother, on the other hand, was just content to have me safely at home 
and concerned about my health.    I used to spend a lot of time at Hervey's farm where the 
farmer, Mr Scales, when he saw how skinny I was insisted on me drinking a pint of thick 
cream each morning, to build my strength up. He kept a pint tankard on the window sill in the 
dairy and told me to scoop up a pint each morning from the top of the churns waiting to be 
sent to the depot. (2) 

The cream coupled with an open air life allowed David to slowly recover his 
health. Aged just 22 years old he was able to go back to sea. 

His friend Lofty was less fortunate, as he was virtually an invalid from the time they 
were liberated. Towards the end of Lofty's life he was kept alive by injections of steroids 
three times a week. Lofty taught himself to paint in oils and watercolours and did wonderful 
paintings of merchant ships of all descriptions for people, who had been at sea before the war 
and wanted a painting of a ship scrapped long ago. 

 

Hilfskreuzer Thor - the German Commerce Raider (3) 

Gumprich repeated his ‘Spot the ship – Rip off the aerials - Stop the ship’ strategy 

when another vessel was picked up by the Arado early on April 1.    Stalking the vessel all 

day and closing just before sunset, Gumprich launched his seaplane with orders to remove 

the wireless aerials. Approaching out of the sun, the plane was fired at as it tore away the 

aerials and dropped its two bombs, both of which missed.    As Thor moved in and opened up 

with her 150mm guns, setting the freighter’s deck cargo of oil drums alight, the British 

gunners returned her fire as the rest of their shipmates took to the boats.    But they could 

only manage six shots before they too had to leave the blazing ship, into which Thor had 
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pumped 128 shells, killing one man and wounding six.    One of the wounded who later died 

of his injuries on board the raider was laid to rest at sea with full military 

honours.    Identified as the 4,563-ton British Watts Shipping Company freighter Willesden, 

bound for Alexandria from %ew York, the surviving members of her crew were picked up and 

she was sunk by a torpedo.    Later transferred to the Regensburg, with the crews of Thor’s 

other victims, these men were evidently very well treated on board the raider.    Thor was 
destroyed by fire in Yokohama harbour, Japan on 30 November 1942 by a series of 
accidental explosions on the German tanker/supply ship Uckermark, which was moored 
alongside her. 

Reference: - (1) This article was written by David himself before he died. It appears 
on the internet; http://www.war-
experience.org/collections/sea/alliedbrit/wilson/default.asp                (2) this is an abstract 
from an article David wrote called "Reminisces of Peldon 50 years ago”                       (3) an 
excerpt from the second voyage of the Thor: www.bismarck-class.dk/hilfskreuzer/thor.html  

THE YA�GTSE I�CIDE�T 

 

ROPER, Alec Bruce: Petty Officer H. M. S. London: Killed in Action 21 April 1949: 
during the Yangtse Incident 

Alec and his brother John were brought up by Fred & Mabel Collison, their Aunt  & 
Uncle, who lived at Rowhedge. Alec joined the Royal Navy, as a boy seaman before the war; 
while John was called up at the outbreak of war into the Royal Air Force. Alec served 
throughout the war in the Royal Navy and post war was assigned to H. M. S. London. In all 
he served some 10 years in the Royal Navy. His nickname was "Sally". Pre-war he had 
worked in the shipyard at Rowhedge. Killed in the same action was Surgeon Lieutenant J. M. 
Alderton of HMS Amethyst was born in Colchester and son of Doctor W. H. Alderton of 
Little Tey. 

 

Alec Roper                  HMS LONDON                Naval General Service Medal 
-                                                                                      Yangtse. 
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 In April 1949, the forces of the Chinese Nationalist Government and of the 
Communist People’s Liberation Army faced each other across the Yangtze River. Nobody 
doubted the Communists’ ability to cross the river and ultimately to take Shanghai. A truce 
had been declared while the Kuomintang considered the Communist terms, which more 
nearly resembled an ultimatum. This truce was to expire on the 22nd April, unless the 
Chinese Nationalists acceded. In Shanghai the great foreign business communities awaited 
events, none more determined than the British to stay where they were and continue their 
eighty year old tradition of business as usual whatever the prevailing condition of ever 
shifting Chinese Politics. In Nanking the Embassies, too, having declined to move to Canton 
with the Nationalist Government, were staying. Both communities had the support of the 
Royal Navy. The destroyer Consort had been at Nanking for over three weeks and was 
running short of stores. It was decided to send the Amethyst to relieve her on the 20th April, 
two days before the truce on the Yangtze was due to end. No British warship would thus be 
under way on the River if the long awaited crossing actually took place on the 22nd, and 
Amethyst had plenty of stores and fuel to remain at Nanking until the probable period of 
fighting was over. At 1000 on the 20th April, heavy fire was opened on the Amethyst by the 
Communists in the vicinity of Rose Island. She was immediately and repeatedly hit on the 
Bridge and in the Wheelhouse, became out of control and still under heavy fire, grounded on 
Rose Island.  

 

Ship's Company January 1949 

HMS London, wearing the Flag of Vice Admiral Madden, Second in Command, Far 
East Fleet received Amethyst’s report at 1100. She was then approaching the Yangtze 
Entrance Lightship on passage to Shanghai. Lower Deck was cleared, and the situation was 
explained to the Ship’s Company. Then began the work of preparing the ship for possible 
action. There was much to be done. She steamed on to Woosung, embarked two Chinese 
Pilots and Mr. Sudbury, a Whangpoo Pilot who also knew the Yangtze well, and continued 
up the Yangtze to Kiang Yen where she anchored for the night at 1900. Events had moved 
during the afternoon, HMS Consort had steamed at full speed from Nanking to Amethyst’s 

assistance. She too had been heavily fired on, and suffered damage and casualties. She was 
forced to abandon her attempts to tow Amethyst off and came down to Kiang Yin. She, and 
Black Swan, who had come down from Shanghai secured alongside HMS London. Both ships 
were fuelled and our Medical Staff spent a busy night attending to Consort’s wounded. At 
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0615 on the 21st April HMS London weighed, steamed 10 miles up the river and anchored 
again. Black Swan went with her, HMS Consort returned to Shanghai. During the night, HMS 

Amethyst had managed to get herself off and was now at anchor above Rose Island. All 
attempts to get in touch with Communist Headquarters had failed. At 1000 the Admiral 
decided to go up in HMS London and attempt to bring HMS Amethyst down. HMS Black 

Swan was to come as far as Beaver lsland and give covering fire if necessary. It should be 
noted that to steam a 10,000-ton Cruiser past determined and well trained shore batteries in 
confined waters without prolonged and heavy preliminary bombardment is not a desirable 
option. But Britain was not at war with the Communists; the strength and efficiency of the 
batteries were not known and there was a good chance that the Communists would have 
realised their mistake in firing on British warships on the previous day, and would not fire at 
all. All the chances had been carefully weighed and HMS London was prepared to give as 
good as she got if the opposition was determined. At 1026 with the Ship’s Company at 
Action Stations, HMS London weighed and proceeded up the river at 25 knots. Large Union 
Jacks had been rigged on the front and sides of the Bridge and on the sides of the Hangars. 
They flew also from four Yardarms on the foremast and two on the Mainmast. This galaxy of 
bunting was completed by a large white flag at the Foremast head and an ensign at the peak. 
There could be no doubt in the mind of any man familiar with the British National Flag or the 
usage of the White Flag as to the Ship’s Nationality or Peaceful Intentions. At 1036, ten 
minutes after she had weighed, fire was opened from the North Bank. HMS London was hit 
immediately by projectiles of 75 mm and 105 mm calibre. The firing continued for four 
minutes in spite of heavy and accurate counter-fire from the eight inch, four inch and close 
range weapons. After passing this battery, there was a lull till 1104 when it started again. 
Casualties and damage were becoming severe, particularly on the bridges, hangars and four 
inch Gun Decks. At 1106 a burst on the Bridge wounded the Captain and Officer of the 
Watch, mortally wounded the Navigating Officer and killed the Chinese Pilot. Damage to 
instruments and communications on the bridge were severe. HMS London was now 19 miles 
from HMS Amethyst’s position; the bridge was temporarily out of action and the navigation 
of the river at high speed from the after conning position and without a Chinese Pilot was 
clearly impracticable. It was clear that, in the doubtful event of reaching HMS Amethyst, the 
return trip escorting her at slow speed was foredoomed to failure. The time for withdrawal 
had come and the wheel was put hard-a-starboard. By great good fortune HMS London was 
between two batteries, neither of which could bear on us while she turned. At 1114 HMS 

London was safely round and regaining the centre of the Channel and, shortly after this, the 
bridge was able to take over from the After Conning Position again. Five more actions took 
place during the passage down the river. Each time the pattern was the same – a burst of fire 
from the Bank, quickly followed by HMS London's return fire. It was not a pleasant action to 
be in: the range was never more than 1,500 yards and hits were frequent and inevitable. The 
opposition consisted of 4 in. gun batteries well dug in, but plainly visible on the bank, and of 
anti-tank weapons of 40 mm calibre which fired high velocity armour piercing shot, which 
were capable of damaging 8 in. Gunhouse Armour and piercing Turret Trunking. These guns 
were well camouflaged and impossible to spot and it was they who caused most of the 
casualties. The last battery ceased fire at 1340. HMS London had been under heavy fire for a 
total of 48 minutes, spread over a period of three hours. Her casualties were thirteen killed, 
fourteen seriously wounded and about 45 lightly wounded. Two of the seriously wounded 
unhappily died later. It is difficult to assess the damage and casualties inflicted on the 
opposition, but at least eight direct hits with 8 in. H. E. Shell were obtained on the 4 in. 
batteries at an average range of 1,500 yards. In addition, 4 in. air bursts and close range direct 
fire must have caused many casualties in the target area. The Communists themselves 
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admitted two hundred and fifty killed. Altogether HMS London fired 155 rounds of 8 in., 449 
rounds of 4 in. and 2,625 rounds of Close Range Ammunition.  

 

Shell hole in 4inch gun turret & HMS London's port side. 

Alec was killed instantly in "B" turret along with another of the gun crew when it took 
a direct hit from a 75 or 105 mm armour piercing shell around 1030 am. 

 

HMS London's Chaplain, Rev. �.M. Denleigh-Maxwell, leads the Funeral 

Cortège followed by Dean Trivett of Holy Trinity Cathedral and Father Magner of 

Christ the King Church.  

    

On the right the graves of those from HMS London. 
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The following excerpt is from the Captain’s Official Report: "All damage to the ship 

was quickly and efficiently dealt with by the Damage Control Parties, whose performance I 

consider to be outstanding, taking into consideration the difficulty of providing realistic 

training in these duties. The bearing and conduct of the Ship’s Company, a large proportion 

of whom are very young and were experiencing action for the first time, was beyond praise. 

As an instance, the 4 in. Gun Crews and Supply Parties suffered 38% casualties, who were 

instantly replaced as they fell. These guns continued in action throughout and fired a total of 

449 rounds." HMS London secured at Holt’s Wharf, Shanghai, that evening.  

The next few days were unremitting work, patching the damage and clearing up the 
debris of battle. The funeral of the dead from HM Ships London, Consort and Amethyst took 
place at the Hung Jau Cemetery and Shanghai Cathedral was packed to the doors for the 
Memorial Service on the following day. 

 

. HOLY TRI�ITY CATHEDRAL SHA�GHAI- Funeral Service  

 

HMAS Shoalhaven's firing party at the graveside  
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This copy is from the North China Daily News of 24th. April 1949 

  

R� Barracks Chatham Memorial & the Memorial at the �ational Arboretum to 

the men from the 4 ships involved in the Yangtse Incident 

Reference: - This material was virtually all provided by the website of the HMS 
London association:http://freespace.virgin.net/michael.overton1/London%20Index.htm  



PART 2 

THE WAR O� LA�D 

DU�KIRK 31 May 1940 

TATCHELL Gerald Edward: Major in

Aged: 37: Date of Death: 31/05/1940: Service No: 24297 

He was the son of Colonel Edward Tatchell, D.S.O., formerly of the Lincolnshire Regt., and Helen 

Tatchell of Casthorpe Lodge, Grantham; husband of Cynthia Mary Hurlstone Tatchell, of Tolleshunt 

D'Arcy, Essex. M.A. Hons. (London).  She had been Cynthia Hortin of Guisness Court. His widow 

married, Sir John Willson Musgrave Eaton 

Pre-war PALESTI�E 1935 

After the First World War the 2nd Lincolns were based at Do

1933 until they moved overseas in 1935.

Lonely outpost in the hills. The road between Haifa and Tel Aviv can just be made out, running from 

left to right near the top of the picture.

In 1935, Mussolini was seeking to 

sent at very short notice to Malta. They arrived two days after the Italians moved into Abyssinia. The 

2nd Lincolns spent a pleasant winter in Malta, the Italians captured the Abyssinian c

Ababa, the weak League of Nations lifted sanctions and life returned to normal. But instead of 

returning home, the 2nd battalion was sent to Palestine where the Arabs had called a General Strike 

because of the immigration of Jews. The 2nd Lin

between Haifa and Tel Aviv. The Arabs were sabotaging the railway line and sniping at traffic, and 

the Lincolns were given the job of escorting the convoy which ran daily between the two towns and 

keeping the surrounding hills clear of Arabs lying in ambush. They were supported by some armoured 
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Major in the Lincolnshire Regiment 2nd Battalion. 

: 37: Date of Death: 31/05/1940: Service No: 24297  

He was the son of Colonel Edward Tatchell, D.S.O., formerly of the Lincolnshire Regt., and Helen 

Tatchell of Casthorpe Lodge, Grantham; husband of Cynthia Mary Hurlstone Tatchell, of Tolleshunt 

sex. M.A. Hons. (London).  She had been Cynthia Hortin of Guisness Court. His widow 

Sir John Willson Musgrave Eaton KBE CB DSO DSC. He had joined the Army pre

After the First World War the 2nd Lincolns were based at Dover until they moved to Catterick in 

1933 until they moved overseas in 1935. 

 

Lonely outpost in the hills. The road between Haifa and Tel Aviv can just be made out, running from 

left to right near the top of the picture. 

In 1935, Mussolini was seeking to extend the Italian Empire in North Africa and the 2nd battalion was 

sent at very short notice to Malta. They arrived two days after the Italians moved into Abyssinia. The 

2nd Lincolns spent a pleasant winter in Malta, the Italians captured the Abyssinian c

Ababa, the weak League of Nations lifted sanctions and life returned to normal. But instead of 

returning home, the 2nd battalion was sent to Palestine where the Arabs had called a General Strike 

because of the immigration of Jews. The 2nd Lincolns were stationed at a small town halfway 

between Haifa and Tel Aviv. The Arabs were sabotaging the railway line and sniping at traffic, and 

the Lincolns were given the job of escorting the convoy which ran daily between the two towns and 

rrounding hills clear of Arabs lying in ambush. They were supported by some armoured 

Lincolnshire Regiment 2nd Battalion. "D" Company: 

He was the son of Colonel Edward Tatchell, D.S.O., formerly of the Lincolnshire Regt., and Helen 

Tatchell of Casthorpe Lodge, Grantham; husband of Cynthia Mary Hurlstone Tatchell, of Tolleshunt 

sex. M.A. Hons. (London).  She had been Cynthia Hortin of Guisness Court. His widow 

DSO DSC. He had joined the Army pre-war.  

ver until they moved to Catterick in 

Lonely outpost in the hills. The road between Haifa and Tel Aviv can just be made out, running from 

extend the Italian Empire in North Africa and the 2nd battalion was 

sent at very short notice to Malta. They arrived two days after the Italians moved into Abyssinia. The 

2nd Lincolns spent a pleasant winter in Malta, the Italians captured the Abyssinian capital, Addis 

Ababa, the weak League of Nations lifted sanctions and life returned to normal. But instead of 

returning home, the 2nd battalion was sent to Palestine where the Arabs had called a General Strike 

colns were stationed at a small town halfway 

between Haifa and Tel Aviv. The Arabs were sabotaging the railway line and sniping at traffic, and 

the Lincolns were given the job of escorting the convoy which ran daily between the two towns and 

rrounding hills clear of Arabs lying in ambush. They were supported by some armoured 



cars of the 11th Hussars and a pom

Outposts were established for each platoon in the hills. There was a pitched battle with the Arabs in 

September, but the Strike ended in October and the 2nd battalion returned home in time for 

Christmas. In October 1937 the battalion moved to Portland Bi

Reference: - http://lincsregiment.tripod.com/page7.html

World War 2  

On the 31st May 1940 the British Expeditionary Force was being forced back to the beaches at 

Dunkirk. Many had already been evacuated to England .The evacuation lasted 26 May

He was involved in a rearguard action to allow so many to escape. 300 men were brought back by the 

Thames Barge "Tollesbury" built by for the landlord of the "Ploug

2nd Battalion in action at Zuydschoote, 29th May. The following is a description of his death from 

http://www.secondlincs.co.uk/yserhistory.htm

With the first streak of dawn, the enemy in strength could be seen advancing westwards; 

caught by the concentrated fire of the two forward companies and suffered heavily. The German 

artillery and mortars were soon in action and their fire increased the intensity as the day wore on, 

especially on the positions held by the Royal Berks

Lincolnshires. A considerable number of tanks were seen on the far side of the canal; these were 

engaged by our artillery, but results could not be seen. By midday artillery and machinegun fire had 

become really intense; considerable movement could be seen all along the front, and it was evident 

that the Germans were making determined efforts to push forward, regardless of casualties.

At 2.30 p.m. the C.O. was called to Brigade H.Q. 

forced from their positions by intense artillery and mortar fire, leaving a dangerous gap on "D" 

Company's left flank. Major A.G. Lawe, the Second

H.M. Boxer, M.C., less one platoon, to counter

fifteen casualties in doing so. The C.O. returned from Brigade about 4 p.m., bringing orders to start 

withdrawing at 7 p.m. Time was short and the issue of orders was made more difficult by the fact that 

there were only two small unsquared maps in the whole Battalion. Furthermore, it was not considered 

advisable to call in the Company Commanders of the three forward companies as they were all 

heavily engaged with the enemy. It was necessary therefore to issue rather le

7 p.m. it would still be broad daylight, so it became a very difficult operation to disengage the forward 

companies, who were in really close contact with the enemy. Moreover there was no chance of 
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cars of the 11th Hussars and a pom-pom detachment from HMS Sussex, mounted on 

Outposts were established for each platoon in the hills. There was a pitched battle with the Arabs in 

September, but the Strike ended in October and the 2nd battalion returned home in time for 

Christmas. In October 1937 the battalion moved to Portland Bill and were there when WW2 start. 

http://lincsregiment.tripod.com/page7.html 

On the 31st May 1940 the British Expeditionary Force was being forced back to the beaches at 

Many had already been evacuated to England .The evacuation lasted 26 May

He was involved in a rearguard action to allow so many to escape. 300 men were brought back by the 

Thames Barge "Tollesbury" built by for the landlord of the "Plough & Sail" Tollesbury.

 

2nd Battalion in action at Zuydschoote, 29th May. The following is a description of his death from 

http://www.secondlincs.co.uk/yserhistory.htm 

With the first streak of dawn, the enemy in strength could be seen advancing westwards; 

caught by the concentrated fire of the two forward companies and suffered heavily. The German 

artillery and mortars were soon in action and their fire increased the intensity as the day wore on, 

especially on the positions held by the Royal Berkshires and "B" and "D" Companies of the 

Lincolnshires. A considerable number of tanks were seen on the far side of the canal; these were 

engaged by our artillery, but results could not be seen. By midday artillery and machinegun fire had 

se; considerable movement could be seen all along the front, and it was evident 

that the Germans were making determined efforts to push forward, regardless of casualties.

. the C.O. was called to Brigade H.Q. whilst he was away, the Royal Berksh

forced from their positions by intense artillery and mortar fire, leaving a dangerous gap on "D" 

Company's left flank. Major A.G. Lawe, the Second-in-Command, ordered "C" Company, Major 

H.M. Boxer, M.C., less one platoon, to counter-attack and close the gap. This they did, sustaining 

fifteen casualties in doing so. The C.O. returned from Brigade about 4 p.m., bringing orders to start 

withdrawing at 7 p.m. Time was short and the issue of orders was made more difficult by the fact that 

ly two small unsquared maps in the whole Battalion. Furthermore, it was not considered 

advisable to call in the Company Commanders of the three forward companies as they were all 

heavily engaged with the enemy. It was necessary therefore to issue rather lengthy written orders. At 

7 p.m. it would still be broad daylight, so it became a very difficult operation to disengage the forward 

companies, who were in really close contact with the enemy. Moreover there was no chance of 

pom detachment from HMS Sussex, mounted on Lorries. 

Outposts were established for each platoon in the hills. There was a pitched battle with the Arabs in 

September, but the Strike ended in October and the 2nd battalion returned home in time for 

ll and were there when WW2 start. 

On the 31st May 1940 the British Expeditionary Force was being forced back to the beaches at 

Many had already been evacuated to England .The evacuation lasted 26 May-4 June 1940. 

He was involved in a rearguard action to allow so many to escape. 300 men were brought back by the 

h & Sail" Tollesbury. 

2nd Battalion in action at Zuydschoote, 29th May. The following is a description of his death from 

With the first streak of dawn, the enemy in strength could be seen advancing westwards; they were 

caught by the concentrated fire of the two forward companies and suffered heavily. The German 

artillery and mortars were soon in action and their fire increased the intensity as the day wore on, 

hires and "B" and "D" Companies of the 

Lincolnshires. A considerable number of tanks were seen on the far side of the canal; these were 

engaged by our artillery, but results could not be seen. By midday artillery and machinegun fire had 

se; considerable movement could be seen all along the front, and it was evident 

that the Germans were making determined efforts to push forward, regardless of casualties. 

he was away, the Royal Berkshires were 

forced from their positions by intense artillery and mortar fire, leaving a dangerous gap on "D" 

Command, ordered "C" Company, Major 

ose the gap. This they did, sustaining 

fifteen casualties in doing so. The C.O. returned from Brigade about 4 p.m., bringing orders to start 

withdrawing at 7 p.m. Time was short and the issue of orders was made more difficult by the fact that 

ly two small unsquared maps in the whole Battalion. Furthermore, it was not considered 

advisable to call in the Company Commanders of the three forward companies as they were all 

ngthy written orders. At 

7 p.m. it would still be broad daylight, so it became a very difficult operation to disengage the forward 

companies, who were in really close contact with the enemy. Moreover there was no chance of 



artillery support, as the artillery had already gone in order to leave the roads clear, and the one 

remaining 3-inch mortar had been without ammunition for many days.

The withdrawal was to start at 7 p.m.; rifle companies were to be clear by 8 p.m., after which the 

Carrier Platoon was to remain for one further hour and then cover the march north until the Battalion 

passed through the 5th Division, some eight miles further back. "C" Company, after their counter

attack, was by this time also heavily engaged, and the Royal Berkshires, who had

casualties, had only three carriers left. The Carrier Platoon, under Captain P.J.E. Rowell, was ordered 

to move to positions from which they could cover the Royal Berkshires' front, and it was arranged that 

the Royal Berkshires' one remaini

under his command. The withdrawal started on time, but the forward companies, who had already had 

considerable casualties, lost many more men in the process of disengaging. The Regimental 

in a farm near H.Q. Company, had been under machine

eventually it became imperative to withdraw, the ambulance became ditched. The Medical Officer, 

Lieutenant E.A. Karsteadt, R.A.M.C., elected to remain with his

the remainder managed to get away across country and rejoined the Battalion at the cross

was the rendezvous. Captain Goulson, who had been hit in the foot, was safely evacuated; Major G.E. 

Tatchell, commanding "D" Company, was badly wounded whilst getting away, but he too was 

evacuated on a truck. He was later transferred to the Padre's car, but died soon after admission to the 

Main Dressing Station. Soon after 8 p.m. the Commanding Officer had checked away m

Battalion with the exception of one platoon of "D" Company, under Captain J.A.H. Cartland, who had 

remained behind to cover the remainder of the company. After repulsing repeated attacks, Captain 

Cartland was himself surrounded but, refusing to 

he was eventually killed.*  (* This information was obtained some time later from two men of "D" 

Company in a prisoner-of-war camp, by R.S.M. Martin, who was himself taken prisoner that day. 

Confirmation has since been vouchsafed by Private John Stanger, made prisoner earlier in the day, 

who was sent by the Germans to call on Captain Cartland to surrender. Captain Cartland, the sole 

survivor still fighting from a slit trench, replied that he would surrende

to fire his Bren. During the parley, another German had made his way round to the back and shot 

Captain Cartland dead from behind

Dunkirk Under Fire 1st June 1940

German attempt to take the town before the evacuation of the allied armies. A column of British 

troops march through the exploding shells
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ry had already gone in order to leave the roads clear, and the one 

inch mortar had been without ammunition for many days. 

The withdrawal was to start at 7 p.m.; rifle companies were to be clear by 8 p.m., after which the 

remain for one further hour and then cover the march north until the Battalion 

passed through the 5th Division, some eight miles further back. "C" Company, after their counter

attack, was by this time also heavily engaged, and the Royal Berkshires, who had 

casualties, had only three carriers left. The Carrier Platoon, under Captain P.J.E. Rowell, was ordered 

to move to positions from which they could cover the Royal Berkshires' front, and it was arranged that 

the Royal Berkshires' one remaining carrier - the other two had since been knocked out 

under his command. The withdrawal started on time, but the forward companies, who had already had 

considerable casualties, lost many more men in the process of disengaging. The Regimental 

in a farm near H.Q. Company, had been under machine-gun fire the whole afternoon. When 

eventually it became imperative to withdraw, the ambulance became ditched. The Medical Officer, 

Lieutenant E.A. Karsteadt, R.A.M.C., elected to remain with his patients and was taken prisoner, but 

the remainder managed to get away across country and rejoined the Battalion at the cross

was the rendezvous. Captain Goulson, who had been hit in the foot, was safely evacuated; Major G.E. 

ng "D" Company, was badly wounded whilst getting away, but he too was 

evacuated on a truck. He was later transferred to the Padre's car, but died soon after admission to the 

Main Dressing Station. Soon after 8 p.m. the Commanding Officer had checked away m

Battalion with the exception of one platoon of "D" Company, under Captain J.A.H. Cartland, who had 

remained behind to cover the remainder of the company. After repulsing repeated attacks, Captain 

Cartland was himself surrounded but, refusing to surrender, picked up a Bren gun and fought on until 

This information was obtained some time later from two men of "D" 

war camp, by R.S.M. Martin, who was himself taken prisoner that day. 

has since been vouchsafed by Private John Stanger, made prisoner earlier in the day, 

who was sent by the Germans to call on Captain Cartland to surrender. Captain Cartland, the sole 

survivor still fighting from a slit trench, replied that he would surrender to no German and continued 

to fire his Bren. During the parley, another German had made his way round to the back and shot 

Captain Cartland dead from behind) 

Dunkirk Under Fire 1st June 1940: A Street in Dunkirk under heavy bombardment during the 

n attempt to take the town before the evacuation of the allied armies. A column of British 

troops march through the exploding shells 

ry had already gone in order to leave the roads clear, and the one 

The withdrawal was to start at 7 p.m.; rifle companies were to be clear by 8 p.m., after which the 

remain for one further hour and then cover the march north until the Battalion 

passed through the 5th Division, some eight miles further back. "C" Company, after their counter-

 had very heavy 

casualties, had only three carriers left. The Carrier Platoon, under Captain P.J.E. Rowell, was ordered 

to move to positions from which they could cover the Royal Berkshires' front, and it was arranged that 

the other two had since been knocked out - should come 

under his command. The withdrawal started on time, but the forward companies, who had already had 

considerable casualties, lost many more men in the process of disengaging. The Regimental Aid Post, 

gun fire the whole afternoon. When 

eventually it became imperative to withdraw, the ambulance became ditched. The Medical Officer, 

patients and was taken prisoner, but 

the remainder managed to get away across country and rejoined the Battalion at the cross-roads that 

was the rendezvous. Captain Goulson, who had been hit in the foot, was safely evacuated; Major G.E. 

ng "D" Company, was badly wounded whilst getting away, but he too was 

evacuated on a truck. He was later transferred to the Padre's car, but died soon after admission to the 

Main Dressing Station. Soon after 8 p.m. the Commanding Officer had checked away most of the 

Battalion with the exception of one platoon of "D" Company, under Captain J.A.H. Cartland, who had 

remained behind to cover the remainder of the company. After repulsing repeated attacks, Captain 

surrender, picked up a Bren gun and fought on until 

This information was obtained some time later from two men of "D" 

war camp, by R.S.M. Martin, who was himself taken prisoner that day. 

has since been vouchsafed by Private John Stanger, made prisoner earlier in the day, 

who was sent by the Germans to call on Captain Cartland to surrender. Captain Cartland, the sole 

r to no German and continued 

to fire his Bren. During the parley, another German had made his way round to the back and shot 

 

in Dunkirk under heavy bombardment during the 

n attempt to take the town before the evacuation of the allied armies. A column of British 
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The situation on the Royal Berkshires' front was still so critical that "A" Company was 

ordered to remain in position until 8.30 p.m. to back up the Carrier Platoon. At about 8.30, when the 

enemy shells were falling 100 yards short of the Carrier positions, Captain Rowell fired a white Very 

light as a signal for his platoon to close. Unfortunately, this was also the German infantry signal for 

their artillery to lift, which it did, right over the Carriers, who, realizing what had happened, remained 

where they were. A few minutes later two German infantry companies advanced on the Carriers' 

positions, and the platoon closed with them, inflicting very heavy casualties at extremely close range. 

In fact, they actually ran down a machine gun and its crew who had worked round to their flank and 

were threatening their line of retreat. Meanwhile, the Commanding Officer and the Adjutant, captain 

Hefford, moving across country to catch up with the Battalion, ran into intense shell fire and were 

both .hit, the Commanding Officer in the hand and the Adjutant in the leg. They did, however, 

manage to get back to the main road where transport was awaiting them. The Carriers withdrew at 9 

p.m., continuing to cover the Battalion, and shot up enemy motor-cyclists who were following up the 

withdrawal. On their way they picked up several wounded of the R.U.R. and eventually, aided by the 

five remaining carriers of the East Yorkshires (8th Brigade), picked up the whole of "A" Company, 

for whom no other transport could be found. On arrival at Elsendamme, the bridge was found to be 

blown and they had to make a long detour westwards to find another crossing. Although the road on 

which they were moving was under heavy shell fire all the way and was at times almost blocked with 

wrecked and broken vehicles, the Battalion passed safely through the 5th Division during the night, 

having accomplished successfully a most difficult operation, though unfortunately not without 

considerable casualties. As this was the last time the transport was to be used, it may here be stated 

that during the whole of the withdrawal not one vehicle broke down owing to mechanical defect. 

Some months later the Commanding Officer was told by General Sir Alan Brooke that on this day, the 

29th May, the 8th and 9th Infantry Brigades held up the advance of two German Army Corps for a 

whole day, thereby materially helping the evacuation of some thousands of the B.E.F. from the 

beaches of Dunkirk .Early on 30th May at the Brigade rendezvous at Bulscamp, Major A.G. Lawe 

took over command of the Battalion from Lieutenant Colonel Newbury, who was subsequently 

evacuated to England from La Panne on Ist June. Soon after dawn the Battalion began to arrive, but 

owing to heavy casualties suffered and the dispersal of companies, due to the congestion on the roads, 

they were unable to take up the positions assigned to them on the Adinkerke-Furnes Canal and were 

withdrawn to Brigade Reserve some 900 yards east of Adinkerke. The K.O.S.B. took over the right 

forward positions, with the 6th D.L.I. of the 50th Division on their right and the R.U.R. on the left.    

Later that day it was learnt that the 9th Infantry Brigade might be called on to cover the withdrawal to 

the very end. The 2nd Battalion was therefore reorganized in three companies, ‘A’, ‘B’ and a 

composite "X" Company, commanded by Captain J.G.M.B. Gough, composed of the remnants of "B" 

and "D" Companies - about 45 all told - and portions of H.Q. Company. That evening, Captain Bell 

and his party of the 6th Battalion joined up and formed a welcome reinforcement.    The Commanding 

Officer's car, five trucks and two motor-cycles were all that remained of the first-line transport. On 

withdrawing from the River Yser, "A" Echelon had taken a wrong turning and driven through the 

German lines into captivity; "B" Echelon had got out of touch with the Battalion and on arrival in the 

Dunkirk area had been ordered to destroy all their vehicles. The personnel under the Quartermaster, 

Lieutenant B.O. Kime, formed a platoon and came under the command of a battalion of the lst 

Division. Of the carriers, only eight were left and these, under Captain P.J.E. Rowell, M.C., were 

placed directly under 9th Brigade H.Q.    The Germans put in several small attacks on the Brigade 

front during the day and shelling continued without intermission. 

The night brought waves of bombers to bomb Dunkirk, but otherwise all was quiet. The 

problem of feeding the Battalion had again become acute, but a number of pigs were found in the 



battalion area; unfortunately, these were never eaten, for at 7 p.m. orders were given to withdraw to 

the beaches at La Panne, as the 3rd Division was being reliev

Carrier Platoon was to cover the Brigade through Adinkerke, blow up the bridge there and then report 

to the lst Division. Whilst inspecting the charges on the Adinkerke 

bombardments, Captain Rowell was severely wounded 

2nd Lincolnshires evacuated from Dunkirk, 31st May/lst June

By 10 p.m. on 31st May, the whole Battalion was away. On reaching La Panne, it was quite 

dark except for burning vehicles. The town itself and approaches to the beach w

troops of all regiments. Shells fell intermittently and no orders or information could be obtained 

concerning embarkation, owing to casualties among the embarkation staff. The Battalion were 

eventually directed on to Bray Dunes, a mile fur

who led them another four miles along the shore to a jetty made up of 

tide was right out, it soon became clear that no one would be able to get aboard for several hours, a

it was finally decided to march on into Dunkirk, another nine miles. Heavy shelling came down at that 

moment, causing casualties and breaking the jetty. During the night march, the Battalion became split 

up and some men waded or swam to whalers and othe

General Service Medal 

{London Gazette promoted 2nd Lieutenant   3rd February 

Lieutenant    3rd February 1925}

Gazette    promoted Major 15th September 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 2. Row A. Grave 18. DE PANNE COMMUNAL 

CEMETERY 

The British Expeditionary Force was involved in the later stages of the defen

the German invasion in May 1940, and suffered many casualties in covering the withdrawal to 
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battalion area; unfortunately, these were never eaten, for at 7 p.m. orders were given to withdraw to 

the beaches at La Panne, as the 3rd Division was being relieved and would embark for England. The 

Carrier Platoon was to cover the Brigade through Adinkerke, blow up the bridge there and then report 

to the lst Division. Whilst inspecting the charges on the Adinkerke Bridge between successive 

well was severely wounded  

2nd Lincolnshires evacuated from Dunkirk, 31st May/lst June. 

By 10 p.m. on 31st May, the whole Battalion was away. On reaching La Panne, it was quite 

dark except for burning vehicles. The town itself and approaches to the beach were crammed with 

troops of all regiments. Shells fell intermittently and no orders or information could be obtained 

concerning embarkation, owing to casualties among the embarkation staff. The Battalion were 

eventually directed on to Bray Dunes, a mile further on. Here they formed up with 

who led them another four miles along the shore to a jetty made up of Lorries and duck

tide was right out, it soon became clear that no one would be able to get aboard for several hours, a

it was finally decided to march on into Dunkirk, another nine miles. Heavy shelling came down at that 

moment, causing casualties and breaking the jetty. During the night march, the Battalion became split 

up and some men waded or swam to whalers and other craft off-shore. 

 

General Service Medal - Palestine; 1939-1945 Star; 1939-1945 War Medal

Lieutenant   3rd February 1925}{London Gazette promoted      

1925}{London Gazette promoted Captain        28th May 

September 1939} 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 2. Row A. Grave 18. DE PANNE COMMUNAL 

The British Expeditionary Force was involved in the later stages of the defence of Belgium following 

the German invasion in May 1940, and suffered many casualties in covering the withdrawal to 

battalion area; unfortunately, these were never eaten, for at 7 p.m. orders were given to withdraw to 

ed and would embark for England. The 

Carrier Platoon was to cover the Brigade through Adinkerke, blow up the bridge there and then report 

between successive 

By 10 p.m. on 31st May, the whole Battalion was away. On reaching La Panne, it was quite 

ere crammed with 

troops of all regiments. Shells fell intermittently and no orders or information could be obtained 

concerning embarkation, owing to casualties among the embarkation staff. The Battalion were 

ther on. Here they formed up with 100 men per guide, 

and duck-boards. As the 

tide was right out, it soon became clear that no one would be able to get aboard for several hours, and 

it was finally decided to march on into Dunkirk, another nine miles. Heavy shelling came down at that 

moment, causing casualties and breaking the jetty. During the night march, the Battalion became split 

1945 War Medal 

{London Gazette promoted      

Captain        28th May 1935}{London 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Plot 2. Row A. Grave 18. DE PANNE COMMUNAL 

ce of Belgium following 

the German invasion in May 1940, and suffered many casualties in covering the withdrawal to 
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Dunkirk. De Panne village was the site of the final General Headquarters of the BEF in 1940, and 

there was a Casualty Clearing Station on the beach, which was an embarkation beach for the 

evacuation. From 27 May to 1 June 1940, the Germans strove to prevent the embarkation of the troops 

by incessant bombing, machine-gunning and shelling. The first German troops reached the village 

between 14.00 and 15.00 hrs on 31 May, and after heavy fighting, the commune was completely 

occupied by about 9.00 hrs on 1 June. The Commonwealth plot in the communal cemetery was 

specially constructed by the local authorities in August 1940, so that the Commonwealth graves might 

all be together. More than 200 of the burials were moved by the Belgians into this plot from other 

locations in the cemetery and from scattered sites on the beaches and roads of the commune. The 

remainder were casualties later washed ashore, airmen shot down by the Germans, and others who 

lost their lives at the time of the liberation in 1944. There are now 259 Commonwealth burials and 

commemorations of the Second World War in this cemetery. 79 of the burials are unidentified but 

seven casualties known to be buried among them but whose graves cannot now be precisely identified 

are commemorated by special memorials inscribed "Buried near this spot". The cemetery also 

contains two First World War burials (one of which is unidentified), both together in Block F of the 

Civilian section, 10 metres from entrance to the Belgian Military Plot. No. of Identified Casualties: 1                  

His name is also recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

ETHIOPIA 6 February 1941 

 

WOODROW, Charles. Captain Royal Artillery 31 Field Regiment. Age: 39 Date of Death: 

06/02/1941 Service No: 126802 (formerly 1032811) 

 Charles was one of 3 brothers, who lost their lives in the Service of their 

Country. He was the son of John Thomas Woodrow and Ann Elizabeth Woodrow and husband of Ivy 

Maud Woodrow, of Rowhedge, Essex. Charles was one of a family of 13 children; 4 boys, 4 girls, 

then another 4 boys and finally a girl. Alf, the last surviving child died aged 89 in 2003. Charles 

joined the Army at the end of the First World War. He served in Colchester, Woolwich & India. He 

did a full tour in India in 1925-6 prior to his marriage and returned there with the family in 1937.  

 While stationed in Colchester, they lived in Cavalry Barracks. His daughter, Rae & son, John were 

both born in Colchester Military Hospital. One of his duties in this period was to be in charge of the 

horses and gun carriages. When the family moved to Woolwich, he was always on the lead horse, 

when they went to London to fire "The Royal Salute" on special occasions. Charles had risen through 

the ranks and was Regimental Sergeant Major by the time they went to India in 1937. 



  The family left India in June 1939. He went to the Middle East & his wife and children 

returned to Colchester. The last time they saw him was when he disembarked from the troop ship in 

Haifa. He was commissioned and ultimately rose to the rank of Captain at the time of his death.

He was awarded the Coronation Medal 1937. He had been awarded the Long Ser

Conduct (Military) Medal marked Regular Army. This was awarded for 18 years exemplary service of 

which 12 had to be completed in the ranks. His service in Palestine resulted in the award of the 

General Service Medal 1918-62 with clasp for Pal

Coronation Medal 1937   General Service Medal 1918

Medal. From his 2nd World War service, he was awarded the 1939

North Africa, the Defence Medal, War Medal 1939
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The family left India in June 1939. He went to the Middle East & his wife and children 

Colchester. The last time they saw him was when he disembarked from the troop ship in 

Haifa. He was commissioned and ultimately rose to the rank of Captain at the time of his death.

He was awarded the Coronation Medal 1937. He had been awarded the Long Service and Good 

Conduct (Military) Medal marked Regular Army. This was awarded for 18 years exemplary service of 

which 12 had to be completed in the ranks. His service in Palestine resulted in the award of the 

62 with clasp for Palestine. 

General Service Medal 1918-62 Long Service and Good Conduct (Military) 

From his 2nd World War service, he was awarded the 1939- 45 Star, a campaign star for 

North Africa, the Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-45     

The family left India in June 1939. He went to the Middle East & his wife and children 

Colchester. The last time they saw him was when he disembarked from the troop ship in 

Haifa. He was commissioned and ultimately rose to the rank of Captain at the time of his death. 

vice and Good 

Conduct (Military) Medal marked Regular Army. This was awarded for 18 years exemplary service of 

which 12 had to be completed in the ranks. His service in Palestine resulted in the award of the 

 

Long Service and Good Conduct (Military) 

45 Star, a campaign star for 
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The family in Gibraltar on the way to India in 1937 with wife, Ivy & the children. Charles with 

daughter, Rae (10) & son (8) in India 1939 

Charles brother, William John had served, as a Private with the 2nd Battalion of the Essex 

Regiment in the First World War. He had been killed aged 19 on the 2nd September 1918. His 

Service Number was 38298. At the time the family was living at Stanway Green, Colchester.  William 

is buried in a Commonwealth War Grave Reference: II. K. 18. Cemetery: DURY CRUCIFIX 

CEMETERY & commemorated at the Shrub End Memorial  

Another brother, George, who had been a boot-maker, was also killed in World War 1. 

George was a Rifleman in the 18th Battalion of the King's Royal Rifle Corps. He was killed 10th 

October 1916. His Service Number was: C/6602. George is commemorated on the Commonwealth 

War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 13 A and 13 B Cemetery: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

and also at the Shrub End Memorial.  

Another brother Claude (but known as Len) was Mayor of Colchester in the Queen's Silver 

Jubilee Year. 

Charles was killed in the decisive battle of the campaign in Eritrea. A letter from his Major described 

how he had been badly hit by shrapnel from a shell burst. He was taken to a field ambulance but the 

medical staff was unable to save him 

Commonwealth War Dead. Grave Reference: 5. D. 8. KEREN WAR CEMETERY 

 

Keren was the last Italian stronghold in Eritrea and the scene of the most decisive battle of the war in 

East Africa in February and March 1941. Guarding the entrance from the western plains to the 

Eritrean plateau, the only road passing through a deep gorge with precipitous and well fortified 

mountains on either side, Keren formed a perfect defensive position. On these heights the Italians 

concentrated some 23,000 riflemen, together with a large number of well sited guns and mortars. A 

preliminary assault by United Kingdom and Indian troops was repulsed after a week of bitter fighting, 

although they gained and held a valuable position on Cameron's Ridge, on the left of the road. The 

final battle began a month later. After ten days of gruelling combat the Commonwealth troops 

succeeded in forcing their way through the seemingly impregnable defences on the ridge and finally 

through the 200 metre long road block which the Italians had blasted at the narrowest point in the 

pass. Keren was taken on 27 March. The defeated Italian force retreated in some disarray to Asmara, 

which fell to Commonwealth forces on 1 April, and the Italian surrender was taken at the port of 

Massawa on 8 April. KEREN WAR CEMETERY contains 440 Commonwealth burials of the Second 



World War, 35 of them unidentified. The KEREN CREMATION MEMORIAL stands within the 

cemetery and commemorates 285 Sikh and Hindu soldiers from India and Pakistan killed on the 

Keren battlefield during the Second World War, whose remains were cremated in accordance with 

their faith. Three East African soldiers are also commemorated on the memorial. No. of Identified 

Casualties: 405 OTHER MEMORIALS to Charles Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaq

THE BURMA ROAD  

 AR�ALL, Charles O

27 Date of Death: 11/08/1943: Service No: 1592818 

 He was the son of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, London. Ivy 
was the sister of Oswald Theobald, who served with the Royal Engineers and died of his 
wounds in 1919.  Ivy Ethel Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the
29th June 1884 and as a child lived in number 2 Pump Row in Layer Road near the Post 
Office. These houses are now known as "Moss Cottages". Her mother was Eliza and her 
father, James Edward, a cordwainer.   Ivy's husband Charles was killed in the First Wo
War, while serving with the 2nd Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) in March 
1918. Ivy and Charles had three children, Charles "Sonny" 

Charles "Sonny" Arnall. The picture is taken in the gardens of 18 Fairfax Road, 

Sonny's unit was part of the Singapore AA Brigade, & they were equipped with 96 
searchlight projectors. They were formed in May 1941 in Singapore. It is believed that they 
sailed from the UK on March 21st 1941 for India and then on to Singapore

On the 8th of December 1941, three Japanese divisions, later increased to four, landed at 
Kota Bharu in North Western Malaya, on Penang, and in southern Thailand. The Japanese 
divisions pushed General Percival’s 9th and 11th Indian Divisions southward i
advance through the Malayan jungle and took Ipoh, 150 miles to the south, three weeks later. 
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World War, 35 of them unidentified. The KEREN CREMATION MEMORIAL stands within the 

cemetery and commemorates 285 Sikh and Hindu soldiers from India and Pakistan killed on the 

attlefield during the Second World War, whose remains were cremated in accordance with 

their faith. Three East African soldiers are also commemorated on the memorial. No. of Identified 

OTHER MEMORIALS to Charles Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaq

 11 August 1943 

 

Oswald: Gunner: Royal Artillery, 5 Searchlight Regiment. Age: 
27 Date of Death: 11/08/1943: Service No: 1592818  

He was the son of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, London. Ivy 
was the sister of Oswald Theobald, who served with the Royal Engineers and died of his 
wounds in 1919.  Ivy Ethel Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the
29th June 1884 and as a child lived in number 2 Pump Row in Layer Road near the Post 
Office. These houses are now known as "Moss Cottages". Her mother was Eliza and her 
father, James Edward, a cordwainer.   Ivy's husband Charles was killed in the First Wo
War, while serving with the 2nd Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) in March 
1918. Ivy and Charles had three children, Charles "Sonny" Arnall, Dorothy and May. 

 

The picture is taken in the gardens of 18 Fairfax Road, 

Sonny's unit was part of the Singapore AA Brigade, & they were equipped with 96 
searchlight projectors. They were formed in May 1941 in Singapore. It is believed that they 
sailed from the UK on March 21st 1941 for India and then on to Singapore. 

On the 8th of December 1941, three Japanese divisions, later increased to four, landed at 
Kota Bharu in North Western Malaya, on Penang, and in southern Thailand. The Japanese 
divisions pushed General Percival’s 9th and 11th Indian Divisions southward i
advance through the Malayan jungle and took Ipoh, 150 miles to the south, three weeks later. 

World War, 35 of them unidentified. The KEREN CREMATION MEMORIAL stands within the 

cemetery and commemorates 285 Sikh and Hindu soldiers from India and Pakistan killed on the 

attlefield during the Second World War, whose remains were cremated in accordance with 

their faith. Three East African soldiers are also commemorated on the memorial. No. of Identified 

OTHER MEMORIALS to Charles Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

Gunner: Royal Artillery, 5 Searchlight Regiment. Age: 

He was the son of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, London. Ivy 
was the sister of Oswald Theobald, who served with the Royal Engineers and died of his 
wounds in 1919.  Ivy Ethel Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the 
29th June 1884 and as a child lived in number 2 Pump Row in Layer Road near the Post 
Office. These houses are now known as "Moss Cottages". Her mother was Eliza and her 
father, James Edward, a cordwainer.   Ivy's husband Charles was killed in the First World 
War, while serving with the 2nd Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) in March 

Dorothy and May.  

The picture is taken in the gardens of 18 Fairfax Road, Colchester. 

Sonny's unit was part of the Singapore AA Brigade, & they were equipped with 96 
searchlight projectors. They were formed in May 1941 in Singapore. It is believed that they 

.  

On the 8th of December 1941, three Japanese divisions, later increased to four, landed at 
Kota Bharu in North Western Malaya, on Penang, and in southern Thailand. The Japanese 
divisions pushed General Percival’s 9th and 11th Indian Divisions southward in a rapid 
advance through the Malayan jungle and took Ipoh, 150 miles to the south, three weeks later. 
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The forces under General Percival made a short stand at Kuala Lumpur, but not even the 
British and Australian reinforcements that increased his combatant strength to 70,000 enable 
him to counter the enemy’s efficient jungle fighting tactics. General Percival evacuated the 
Malay Peninsula entirely on the 31st of January 1942 and retired to Singapore Island. 

As the British forces retreated across the Johore Strait they destroyed the causeway 
connecting the mainland with Singapore and hoped for some breathing space after their 
retreat down the length of Malaya. The Japanese began to shell Singapore Island, repaired the 
damaged causeway, and began crossing 25,000 troops and light tanks by the 9th of February. 
In addition to firing from Johore, the Japanese also began to shell Singapore from gun 
positions on Pulau Ubin Island. Under the cover of this shelling, the Japanese spearheads 
advanced inland and seized the reservoirs in the centre of the island. Once the Japanese 
gained a considerable foothold on the island, the fighting spread in extent and intensity and 
gradually all soldiers capable of bearing arms were swept into the fight, which would have 
included Charles. The water supply was badly damaged and began to fail. Many ammunition 
magazines and stores situated in outlying parts of the island fell into enemy hands, and the 
military reserves of food had almost disappeared. The obsolete aircraft that had been 
available in Singapore had been of little use in stemming the Japanese advance, and when 
new aircraft did arrive they were too little too late. On the afternoon of the 15th of February 
1942, General Percival, the Commander of Forces in Malaya, was obliged to surrender to the 
Japanese. 

Charles died during the construction of the notorious Burma railway (see below). Some of the 
Maru, which were used to transport them to Japan & which was sunk by a US submarine. 

 

He would have been entitled to the 1939-45 Star, Pacific Star, War Medal and Defence 
Medal. 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 2. Q. 70. Cemetery: KANCHANABURI WAR 
CEMETERY. On the right the::Burma Railway Memorial at National Memorial Arboretum  



COOPER, Charles Alfred

25: Date of Death: 12/09/1943

Charles was the son of Mr. Arthur 
Fingringhoe, Essex. 

Charles Alfred Cooper and Frederick William were twins born 18 June 19
Wherstead, near Ipswich. Their younger brother Walter was born there 28th October 1918. 
They moved to Fingringhoe about 1926 and lived in Ballast Quay Cottage. They attended 
Fingringhoe School & then Wivenhoe School. Unable to find work when they lef
both Charles & Fred joined the Army.
Walter worked on the boats for Bert Prior at Ballast Quay Fingringhoe, taking sand & gravel 
up to London, which he continued to do during the War

Charles on the left and his twin brother Fred on the right
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, Charles Alfred:  Lance Corporal: Suffolk Regiment 4th Battalion: 
Date of Death: 12/09/1943: Service No: 6013469 

Charles was the son of Mr. Arthur Cooper & and Mrs Martha Jessie

Charles Alfred Cooper and Frederick William were twins born 18 June 19
Ipswich. Their younger brother Walter was born there 28th October 1918. 

They moved to Fingringhoe about 1926 and lived in Ballast Quay Cottage. They attended 
Fingringhoe School & then Wivenhoe School. Unable to find work when they lef
both Charles & Fred joined the Army.  Charles in the Suffolk Regiment & Fred in the RAOC. 
Walter worked on the boats for Bert Prior at Ballast Quay Fingringhoe, taking sand & gravel 
up to London, which he continued to do during the War 

on the left and his twin brother Fred on the right 

: Suffolk Regiment 4th Battalion: Age: 

Cooper & and Mrs Martha Jessie Cooper, of 

Charles Alfred Cooper and Frederick William were twins born 18 June 1917 at 
Ipswich. Their younger brother Walter was born there 28th October 1918. 

They moved to Fingringhoe about 1926 and lived in Ballast Quay Cottage. They attended 
Fingringhoe School & then Wivenhoe School. Unable to find work when they left school, 

Charles in the Suffolk Regiment & Fred in the RAOC. 
Walter worked on the boats for Bert Prior at Ballast Quay Fingringhoe, taking sand & gravel 

 

 



ON 0UR DOORSTEP 

 

Page 111 of 156 

 

His father with the pipe outside their home: Ballast Quay Cottage, Fingringhoe. His youngest 

brother, Walter on the right 

 The 4th and 5th Battalions of the Suffolk Regiment had a tragic time in the war. The 
5th were recruited at the start of the war from the West Suffolk area. Destined for Egypt, they 
were diverted to Singapore in a vain attempt to keep the British colony out of Japanese hands. 
One must remember that these two Battalions were essentially Territorials and new recruits 
with no battle experience. They were caught up in the surrender of Singapore and their war 
was spent enduring the brutality of the Japanese and Korean prison guards, over 4 years of 
torture, humiliation, starvation and disease. 

Lance Corporal Cooper 4th Battalion died at Tarsao Camp which is on the Mee 
Khlong River north of Kanchanburi where he is buried. The Burma Thailand railway was 
completed as far as Tarsao in April 1943; this had caused enormous casualties mainly 
malaria, dysentery and beri-beri. In May, the 4th Battalion departed from Canburi to fill the 
gaps caused by this depletion of labour. They travelled by train to the railhead at Tarsao, 
crossing the terrifying newly constructed viaducts through the gorge of Wun Yi and Wun Po. 
As each half of the train reached the centre of the viaduct, it was stopped and the men had to 
get out and push. There were only sleepers on the track to stand on and a drop of 70 foot to 
the river below. The Battalion then marched for four days to Martona. Lance 
Corporal Cooper must have died at the railhead before the battalion moved on. (A fuller 
account of this can be found in The History of the Suffolk Regiment 1918-1946 by W N 
Nicholson) 

 

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Pacific Star & the War Medal 1939-45 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: 4. B. 46.KANCHANABURI WAR 
CEMETERY.                     His final gravestone 
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       Early marker on his grave Memorial Saint Andrew's Church Fingringhoe 

 

 

FISK, Edwin William:  Driver: Royal Engineers 287 Field Company: Age: 26: Date of 
Death: 15/12/1943: Service No: 2003407 

He was born in Canada and shown as residing in Essex in the "Army Roll of Honour 
1939-45". His family were in fact living at Rowhedge. At the outbreak of war, he joined the 
Royal Engineers. He married just prior to being posted overseas to Singapore, where he was 
captured with the surrender to the Japanese. 

287 Field Company Royal Engineers were part of 18th Division. They had arrived in 
Singapore on the USS Mount Vernon. After capture with the Fall of Singapore he was sent to 
work on the Thai- Burma railway.  

 It was in December 1943 that Edwin died, just as the Japanese completed the 263 
mile railway through some of the most difficult terrain imaginable. 

 

He was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Pacific Star & the War Medal 1939-45 



Commonwealth War Dead: Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. C. 68.KANCHANABURI WAR 
CEMETERY. OTHER MEMORIALS
Fisk Royal Engineers 

LEBA�O� 

STO�E, George Charles: Driver: Royal Army Service Corps: Age: 21: Date of 

Death: 25/09/1941: Service �o: T/144388 

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Stone, of Tolleshunt Knights, Essex. 

"The Syria-Lebanon campaign, also known as Operation Exporter, was th

Allied invasion of Vichy French

during World War II. The Allied offensive was aimed at preventing �azi Germany 

from using the Vichy French Mandate of Syria and Mandate of Lebanon as 

springboards for attacks on the Allied stronghold of Egypt, as the Allies fought a major 

campaign against Axis forces further west, in �orth Africa.

Although the French had ceded autonomy to Syria in September 1936, they had 

retained treaty rights to maintain armed forces and two airfields in the territory. In 

May 1941, Admiral François Darlan signed an agreement with the Germans known as 

the "Paris Protocols." Darlan signed on behalf of Vichy France and the agreement 

granted the Germans access to military facilities in Syria. [3] Though the protocols were 

never ratified, French high commissioner for the region, General Henri Dentz had, in 

accordance with orders received from the Vichy Minister of War, allowed aircraft of 

the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) and the Italian Royal Air Force (Regia Aeronautica) 

to refuel in Syria. These planes, which pretended to be Iraqi and had been painted as 

such, were en route to Iraq during the Anglo

Vichy authorities to use the Syrian railways to send armaments to Iraqi rebels in Mosul. 

There was a threat of Axis support for anti

strategic oil supplies and communications. British Field Marshal Archibald Wavell, 
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Commonwealth War Dead: Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. C. 68.KANCHANABURI WAR 
OTHER MEMORIALS     Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque shows Edward 

  

STO�E, George Charles: Driver: Royal Army Service Corps: Age: 21: Date of 

Death: 25/09/1941: Service �o: T/144388  

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Stone, of Tolleshunt Knights, Essex. 

Lebanon campaign, also known as Operation Exporter, was th

Allied invasion of Vichy French-controlled Syria and Lebanon, in June

during World War II. The Allied offensive was aimed at preventing �azi Germany 

from using the Vichy French Mandate of Syria and Mandate of Lebanon as 

s on the Allied stronghold of Egypt, as the Allies fought a major 

campaign against Axis forces further west, in �orth Africa. 

Although the French had ceded autonomy to Syria in September 1936, they had 

retained treaty rights to maintain armed forces and two airfields in the territory. In 

May 1941, Admiral François Darlan signed an agreement with the Germans known as 

otocols." Darlan signed on behalf of Vichy France and the agreement 

granted the Germans access to military facilities in Syria. [3] Though the protocols were 

never ratified, French high commissioner for the region, General Henri Dentz had, in 

th orders received from the Vichy Minister of War, allowed aircraft of 

the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) and the Italian Royal Air Force (Regia Aeronautica) 

to refuel in Syria. These planes, which pretended to be Iraqi and had been painted as 

route to Iraq during the Anglo-Iraqi War. The Germans also requested 

Vichy authorities to use the Syrian railways to send armaments to Iraqi rebels in Mosul. 

There was a threat of Axis support for anti-British parties in Iraq, thus endangering 

l supplies and communications. British Field Marshal Archibald Wavell, 

 

Commonwealth War Dead: Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. C. 68.KANCHANABURI WAR 
Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque shows Edward 

STO�E, George Charles: Driver: Royal Army Service Corps: Age: 21: Date of 

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Stone, of Tolleshunt Knights, Essex.  

Lebanon campaign, also known as Operation Exporter, was the 

controlled Syria and Lebanon, in June-July 1941, 

during World War II. The Allied offensive was aimed at preventing �azi Germany 

from using the Vichy French Mandate of Syria and Mandate of Lebanon as 

s on the Allied stronghold of Egypt, as the Allies fought a major 

Although the French had ceded autonomy to Syria in September 1936, they had 

retained treaty rights to maintain armed forces and two airfields in the territory. In 

May 1941, Admiral François Darlan signed an agreement with the Germans known as 

otocols." Darlan signed on behalf of Vichy France and the agreement 

granted the Germans access to military facilities in Syria. [3] Though the protocols were 

never ratified, French high commissioner for the region, General Henri Dentz had, in 

th orders received from the Vichy Minister of War, allowed aircraft of 

the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) and the Italian Royal Air Force (Regia Aeronautica) 

to refuel in Syria. These planes, which pretended to be Iraqi and had been painted as 

Iraqi War. The Germans also requested 

Vichy authorities to use the Syrian railways to send armaments to Iraqi rebels in Mosul. 

British parties in Iraq, thus endangering 

l supplies and communications. British Field Marshal Archibald Wavell, 



Commander in Chief of the Middle East Command, had to respond to the threat posed 

by Vichy collaboration with Germany and Italy.

The Australian 7th Division had the responsibility of ad

along the coastal road from Haifa towards Beirut. The Australian 21st Brigade was 

tasked with taking Beirut. The Australian 25th Brigade was tasked with attacking the 

major Vichy French airbase at Rayak. The operation was also to inc

commando landing from Cyprus at the south of the Litani River. Reference 

Wikipedia"" 
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ROGERS, Peter: Private 2328811
Wednesday, 6th October 1943?
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Commander in Chief of the Middle East Command, had to respond to the threat posed 

by Vichy collaboration with Germany and Italy. 

The Australian 7th Division had the responsibility of advancing from Palestine 

along the coastal road from Haifa towards Beirut. The Australian 21st Brigade was 

tasked with taking Beirut. The Australian 25th Brigade was tasked with attacking the 

major Vichy French airbase at Rayak. The operation was also to include a supporting 

commando landing from Cyprus at the south of the Litani River. Reference 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. H. 1. BEIRUT WAR 

 

Private 2328811: 1st Battalion East Surrey Regiment: who died on
1943? Aged 23 

Commander in Chief of the Middle East Command, had to respond to the threat posed 

vancing from Palestine 

along the coastal road from Haifa towards Beirut. The Australian 21st Brigade was 

tasked with taking Beirut. The Australian 25th Brigade was tasked with attacking the 

lude a supporting 

commando landing from Cyprus at the south of the Litani River. Reference 

1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFE�CE 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 2. H. 1. BEIRUT WAR 

who died on 
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Peter was the son of Frederick William and Kate Rogers.  They lived at number 2 
Seaview Cottages in Langenhoe behind the Langenhoe Lion. His father had been the local 
thatcher. Peter attended Langenhoe and West Mersea Schools. After leaving school he 
worked as a gardener for Major Richardson.  

 

Peter at Langenhoe School                    and in the Army 

In April 1939 he joined up. His three brothers also were in the Services, while one 
sister Pansy was in the ATS having joined the Territorials pre-war. His other sister, Nan, 
joined up as a WAAF. His brother, Arthur was a QMS in the Essex Regiment and was 
evacuated from Dunkirk. His brother David was a CPO on minesweepers, while the third 
brother, Philip, served in the Home Guard. 

 

Nan, who handled Barrage Balloons in the WAAF   Pansy, an Army cook with the ATS. 
Arthur in The Essex Regiment             David a CPO involved in minesweeping 

Peter originally joined the Royal Signals when he joined up in April 1939. However, 
he transferred on the 30th August 1939 to the 1st Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment. The 
1st Battalion, the East Surrey Regiment was stationed in Colchester and sailed from 
Southampton on the 2nd October 1939 for Cherbourg as part of 11 Brigade in the 4th 
Division. 

They moved across northern France to the Belgian frontier preparing defences and for 
a short time undertook garrison duties in the Maginot line. 
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On the 10th May 1940 the Germans launched their blitzkrieg and the Surreys moved 
up into Belgium. They took part in the battle of "Escault" and the retreat to, and ultimately 
from Dunkirk. During this period Peter had a number of transfers within the East Surreys. 
Posted to the 1/6th Battalion on the 20th January 1940, he was reassigned to the 132 Infantry 
Brigade Anti-tank Company on the 27th January 1940 and to the 10th Infantry Brigade Anti-
tank Company on the 4th May 1940. 

The 1st Battalion the East Surreys were involved in rearguard action. They fell back 
onto Dunkirk throughout the nights of the 1st and 2nd June. The Royal Navy planned the 
final uplift of troops during the night of 2nd June from the harbour using the faster ships. In 
practice they were able to lift men on the 3rd as well, though these were mainly French. 

Peter was wounded in the shoulder at Dunkirk. After he had recovered, he rejoined his 
regiment spending the rest of 1940 and 1941 as part of the defence forces in Southern 
England. He was posted to the Infantry Training Centre on the 26th July 1940. He was posted 
back to the 1st Battalion East Surreys on the 22nd August 1940. 

At the end of May 1941, 11 Brigade was transferred to 78 Division, who were 
situated around Dunblane in Scotland and went on an Assault Course training. 

On the 26th October, the Division sailed from the Clyde as part of a convoy of 49 
ships. The spearhead of Operation Torch, the invasion of French North West Africa from 
Morocco to Tunisia. The Battalion landed unopposed near Algiers on the night of 7th 
November 1942. 

From then until March 1943, they consolidated their position around the town of 
Medjez. In early April, the Battalion took part in the intense "Battles of the Peaks" north of 
Medjez, including the Battle of "Longstop Hill".  On the 8th May the 1st Surreys entered 
Tunis at the end of the campaign. They were part of the triumphant 1st Army in the Victory 
Parade before Generals Alexander and Eisenhower. 

They spent two and a half months in North Africa following the campaign preparing 
to take part in the follow up operations to the landings in Sicily, Operation Huskey. 

The 1st Surreys, still as part of the 11th Brigade in 78 Division landed on the beaches 
south of Syracuse on the 25th July 1943, some two weeks after the initial invasion. The 
campaign continued until mid August when German resistance ceased. 

While the Surrey's Division rested on the north coast of Sicily, the Eighth Army 
crossed the Messina Straits into Italy. The 1st Surreys, as part of the 1st Army, crossed as part 
of 11 Brigade into Italy on the 22nd September 1943. They landed at Taranto from where 
they went north by train to Bari on the east coast. From Bari they advanced further north on 
the 29th September with the object of capturing Termoli. 

The Battalion were not directly involved in the Battle of Termoli but were engaged in 
securing the left flank of 78 Division at Larino, some 15 miles south of where they fought an 
important action. 

On 2nd October 1943, they made their way some 13 miles away to Larino. This was 
in appalling weather, through heavy mud and with bridges demolished. On the 3rd October A 
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& B Companies were sent off about three miles to the West to attack and secure a ridge 
overlooking Larino. 

This attack was only partially successful and they were pinned down by heavy 
German machinegun and mortar fire for four days. They suffered a total of 71 casualties. 
Their ordeal ended on the 7th October with the capture of Termoli by 78 Division.   

 It is probable that it was in this action that he was killed on 6th October 1943 and 
buried near where he fell. His family were notified a year later that he had been reburied at 
Sangro. His grave is in the Sangro River War Cemetery, Italy reference Grave11. B.33 

The site of Sangro River War Cemetery was selected by 5th Corps. Into it were 
concentrated the graves of men, who lost their lives in the fierce fighting on the Adriatic 
sector of the front in late 1943. The cemetery also has many Muslims buried there as the 8th 
and 4th Indian Divisions played a significant part in the fighting. Likewise, the New 
Zealanders suffered heavily in this theatre and many of their graves are here. Many POWs, 
who escaped but died trying to reach British lines, are also included. 

 

The cemetery lies in the Commune of Torino di Sangro, Province of Chieti.  

.Peter was entitled to the Defence Medal and the 1939-45 War Medal, the 1939-45 
Star, and the Africa Star with clasp for the 1st Army, together with the Italian Campaign Star. 
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Peter was also entitled to the Dunkirk Medal issued by the town of Dunkirk to all those, who 
fought in and around Dunkirk in 1940 and were evacuated or took part in the evacuation.  

REFERENCES: Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. 
www.cwgc.org/ Obituary Essex County Standard November 12th 1943 page 5. The 
information on the East Surrey Regiment was kindly provided by the Regimental Museum of 
The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment  

 

KASER Robert: Private Essex Regiment  1/4th Battalion: Age: 22: Date of Death: 
17/07/1944: Service No: 6014311  

He was the son of Arthur and Ellen Marian Kaser, of Tolleshunt Major, Essex. The 
1st/4th Battalion was a Territorial Unit. 

From April 1942 the 1/4 Essex Regiment was part of the 5th Indian Infantry Brigade, 
4th Indian Division. At this time the 5th Brigade was sent to Syria. 5th Brigade was rushed to 
the desert in June 1942 - after escaping from Mersa Matruh, the brigade held the vital 
Ruweisat Ridge at Alamein in the fighting of July-August 1942.  

Shortly before the second battle of Alamein in October 1942 the 4th Indian Division 
was back together again with the 7th Brigade returning from Cyprus and 161st Brigade 
attached (until December 1942) to fill the gap of the over-run 11th Brigade. The Division had 
a relatively subsidiary role in the battle, holding in stiff fighting, as a diversionary tactic, the 
Ruweisat Ridge which was at the centre of the Allied front whilst the breakthrough was 
planned further north. 

By December 1942 the Division was once again dispersed but strong representations 
by its GOC, Francis Tuker, (including his asking to be relieved of command) resulted in the 
Division being brought together as a fighting entity in March 1943 and it fought with 
distinction through to the fall of Tunis in May 1943 gaining a particular reputation for its 
prowess in mountainous country. The Division had the honour of capturing General von 
Arnim in Tunisia, bringing an end to the North African campaign. Its major battles in North 
Africa were Benghazi, Tobruk, Wadi Akarit, Enfidaville and Tunis 
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Italy The division then moved in January 1944 to Italy, where it took part in the 
Italian Campaign. It took a major role (sustaining very heavy casualties) in the second battle 
for Monte Cassino.:- 

"On the night following the bombing, a company of the 1st battalion Royal Sussex 

Regiment (one of the British elements in 4th Indian Division) attacked the key point 593 from 

their position 70 yards (64 m) away on Snakeshead Ridge. The assault failed, with the 

company sustaining 50% casualties. 

The following night the Sussex Regiment was ordered to attack in battalion strength. 

There was a calamitous start. Artillery could not be used in direct support targeting point 

593 because of the proximity and risk of shelling friendly troops. It was planned therefore to 

shell point 575 which had been providing supporting fire to the defenders of point 593. The 

topography of the land meant that shells fired at 575 had to pass very low over Snakeshead 

ridge, and in the event some fell among the gathering assault companies. After reorganising, 

the attack went in at midnight. The fighting was brutal and often hand to hand, but the 

determined defence held and the Sussex battalion was beaten off, once again sustaining over 

50% casualties. Over the two nights, the Sussex Regiment lost 12 out of 15 officers and 162 

out of 313 men who took part in the attack. 

 

On the night of February 17 the main assault took place. The 4/6 Rajputana Rifles 

would take on the assault of point 593 with the depleted Sussex Regiment held in reserve to 

pass through them to attack point 444 once 593 had been taken. In the meantime, the 1/2 

Gurkha Rifles and 1/9 Gurkha Rifles were to sweep across the slopes and ravines in a direct 

assault on the monastery. This latter was across appalling terrain, but it was hoped that the 

Gurkhas, from the Himalayas and so expert in mountain terrain, would succeed. This proved 

a faint hope. Once again the fighting was brutal, but no progress was made and casualties 

heavy. The Rajputanas lost 196 officers and men, the 1/9 Gurkhas 149 and the 1/2 Gurkhas 

96. It became clear that the attack had failed, and on February 18 Brigadier Dimoline and 

Freyberg called off the attacks on Monastery Hill. 
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1st/4th Battalion Essex at Monte Cassino 

In the other half of the main assault the two companies from 28th (Maori) Battalion 

from the %ew Zealand Division forced a crossing of the Rapido and attempted to gain the 

railroad station in Cassino town; they succeeded but crucially were unable to throw a bridge 

across the final gap in the railway causeway before daylight so were without armoured 

support. With the help of a constant smoke-screen laid down by Allied artillery to hide their 

positions from the German artillery on Monastery Hill they were able to hold their position 

for much of the day. However their isolation and lack of armoured support and anti-tank 

guns when the armoured counter-attack came in the afternoon of February 18 made their 

position hopeless. They were ordered to pull back to the river when it became clear to 

headquarters that both the attempts to break through (in the mountains and along the 

causeway) would not succeed. It had been very close. The Germans had been very alarmed 

by the capture of the station and, from a conversation on record between Kesselring and 10th 

Army commander von Vietinghoff, had not expected their counterattack to succeed." 

 

1939-1945 STAR; AFRICA STAR; ITALY STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; 
DEFENCE MEDAL 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: IV. D. 1. Cemetery: AREZZO WAR 
CEMETERY 

On 3 September 1943 the Allies invaded the Italian mainland, the invasion coinciding 
with an armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war on the Allied side. 
Progress through southern Italy was rapid despite stiff resistance, but the advance was 
checked for some months at the German winter defensive position known as the Gustav Line. 
The line eventually fell in May 1944 and as the Germans withdrew, Rome was taken by the 
Allies on 3 June. The Germans made a stand in front of Arezzo early in July 1944 and there 
was fierce fighting before the town was taken on 16 July by the 6th Armoured Division with 
the aid of the 2nd New Zealand Division. The site for this cemetery was selected in 
November 1944, and graves were brought into it from the surrounding area. Both the 4th and 
the 8th Indian Divisions were involved in the fighting in this region, and Plots VII-IX in the 
cemetery contains Indian graves. Arezzo War Cemetery contains 1,266 Commonwealth 
burials of the Second World War. No. of Identified Casualties: 1230 

 

 

BO�D Frederick Arthur:  Private: Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment: 2nd 
Battalion: Age: 33 Date of Death: 06/10/1944: Service No: 5947943  

He was the son of Edward and Alice Lucy Bond, of Salcott, Essex; husband of Elsie 
May Bond, of Salcott.  

 

1939-1945 Star; Italian Campaign Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 



His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: II, A, 29. 
Cemetery: GRADARA WAR CEMETERY

�ORTH AFRICA 

BIBBY, Donald George:  Gunner, 104 (The Essex Yeomanry) 
Artillery: Died 4 December 1941:

He was the son of Walter and Edith Olive Bibby, of Tollesbury, Essex.
bright boy and a keen footballer. In 1929 he got a place at Maldon Grammar School. Donald 
passed the School Certificate Examination in
school he worked at the County Offices in Chelmsford. He joined the 104 (The Essex 
Yeomanry) Regiment about a year before the war
North African Campaign.  
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His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: II, A, 29. 
Cemetery: GRADARA WAR CEMETERY 

 

Gunner, 104 (The Essex Yeomanry) Regiment. 
Artillery: Died 4 December 1941: Age 22: Service Number 899881 

on of Walter and Edith Olive Bibby, of Tollesbury, Essex.
bright boy and a keen footballer. In 1929 he got a place at Maldon Grammar School. Donald 
passed the School Certificate Examination in 8 subjects in July 1934 aged 15.
ool he worked at the County Offices in Chelmsford. He joined the 104 (The Essex 

Yeomanry) Regiment about a year before the war and served in Palestine & Libya in the 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: II, A, 29. 

 Royal Horse 

on of Walter and Edith Olive Bibby, of Tollesbury, Essex. He was a 
bright boy and a keen footballer. In 1929 he got a place at Maldon Grammar School. Donald 

8 subjects in July 1934 aged 15. When he left 
ool he worked at the County Offices in Chelmsford. He joined the 104 (The Essex 

served in Palestine & Libya in the 

 



Donald's only brother (no sisters) was Walter James Bibby, who
at Maldon Primary School when he was called
instructor; he served from 13.9.40 to 23.11.45; service number
corporal.  His release book dated 22.11.45. and signed by his 
rate %.C.O. and has given every satisfaction in his work. He was accepted for commissioning 

prior to his release. Has great administrative ability and a very high standard of intelligence. 

Recommended with confidence'. 

While in Tobruk Donald met another Tollesbury friend, Radley Carter in a forward 
dug-out in November. 
days before he was killed. Just a normal mat
would not realise that at that stage he had been in a besieged garrison already for 7 1/2 
months.  

A 25 pounder of the Royal Horse Artillery at Tobruk 1941

The Siege of Tobruk took place in the Western Desert of %orth Africa in 1941 at the 

height of the Second World War The German Afrika Corps under the command of General 

Erwin Rommel had commenced the offensive which drove the British forces eastwards across 

the desert to the Egyptian frontier. The Commander

instructed that the seaport town of Tobruk was to be held, if possible, for two months in order 
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Donald's only brother (no sisters) was Walter James Bibby, who was a school teacher 
at Maldon Primary School when he was called up in the R.A.F. His job was physical training 

he served from 13.9.40 to 23.11.45; service number: 1201272 and rank 
His release book dated 22.11.45. and signed by his Group Captain '

rate %.C.O. and has given every satisfaction in his work. He was accepted for commissioning 

prior to his release. Has great administrative ability and a very high standard of intelligence. 

Recommended with confidence'. This is Walter with his wife Betty Constance

While in Tobruk Donald met another Tollesbury friend, Radley Carter in a forward 
         Below is his last letter home to his mother & written 28 

days before he was killed. Just a normal matter of fact letter about friends he met. You 
would not realise that at that stage he had been in a besieged garrison already for 7 1/2 

 

A 25 pounder of the Royal Horse Artillery at Tobruk 1941

took place in the Western Desert of %orth Africa in 1941 at the 

height of the Second World War The German Afrika Corps under the command of General 

Erwin Rommel had commenced the offensive which drove the British forces eastwards across 

gyptian frontier. The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Archibald Wavell, 

instructed that the seaport town of Tobruk was to be held, if possible, for two months in order 

was a school teacher 
up in the R.A.F. His job was physical training 

and rank 
Group Captain 'Has been a first 

rate %.C.O. and has given every satisfaction in his work. He was accepted for commissioning 

prior to his release. Has great administrative ability and a very high standard of intelligence. 

is Walter with his wife Betty Constance 

    
While in Tobruk Donald met another Tollesbury friend, Radley Carter in a forward 

Below is his last letter home to his mother & written 28 
ter of fact letter about friends he met. You 

would not realise that at that stage he had been in a besieged garrison already for 7 1/2 

A 25 pounder of the Royal Horse Artillery at Tobruk 1941 

took place in the Western Desert of %orth Africa in 1941 at the 

height of the Second World War The German Afrika Corps under the command of General 

Erwin Rommel had commenced the offensive which drove the British forces eastwards across 

Chief, Sir Archibald Wavell, 

instructed that the seaport town of Tobruk was to be held, if possible, for two months in order 
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to give time for the assembly of reinforcements, especially of armoured troops for the defence 

of Egypt.    On 8th April 1941 the garrison of Tobruk consisting of the 9th Division, the 18th 

Brigade of the 7th Division with British and Indian Troops, came under siege which was to 

last for 242 days. The German forces made two serious attempts to capture Tobruk using 

"blitzkrieg" tactics of a deep armoured thrust through defences followed up by infantry. Up 

until this point in the war these "blitzkrieg" tactics had never failed. %umerous attempts to 

relieve Tobruk by land failed and the garrison was supplied by ships of the British and 

Australian %avies, across seaways dominated by a hostile air force. Because of the almost 

daily enemy air attacks, arrivals and departures of the ships were conducted under cover of 

darkness.    Between April and the end of August, the garrison was subjected to 593 enemy 

air raids. The relief of the 18th Brigade commenced in August and by October the 

Australians with the exception of 2/13 Battalion were relieved by the Polish Carpathian 

Brigade and British Troops. The 2/13th remained to fight its way out in December when the 

garrison broke out to join up with the British Eighth Army which effected the relief of Tobruk 

on 10th December 1941. 

It cannot be claimed that Tobruk stopped Rommel and his Africa Corps but it cannot 

be overlooked that the siege had an important effect on the war for another reason. Here the 

Germans had suffered a serious reverse and the Tobruk garrison had demonstrated that the 

hitherto successful "blitzkrieg" tactics could be defeated by resolute infantry who held their 

ground, by defence in depth and by individual courage. During the siege, German radio 

propagandists directed a constant stream of derision at the defenders, likening them to rats. 

Far from weakening morale the term was enthusiastically adopted by the troops who 

thenceforth called themselves "The Rats of Tobruk". (1) 

104th (Essex Yeomanry) Regiment RHA went to the Middle East in 1940 and took 

part in the %orth Africa campaigns, the Italian campaign and ended the war in Austria where 

it was disbanded. The highlight of its war was the siege of Tobruk from April to %ovember 

1941 when all Afrika Corps attacks were repulsed. Apart from its 25 pounders the regiment 

successfully used captured Italian howitzers and anti-aircraft guns. (2)    The Essex 

Yeomanry journal 2002 quotes the dying words of Gunner Donald Bibby near Tobruk as 

“they got me this time". 

  

1939-1945 Star; Africa Star; 1939-1945 War Medal 

Below is the communication that every mother dreaded.- 
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On the left is his original cross photographed by his friend R.J. Folkes see below 
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One of the very many letters of condolence received by the family, this one from his 
colleagues at County Hall 



Grave Ref. 7. L. 14.TOBRUK WAR CEMETERY, Libya

Tobruk is a Mediterranean port with an
it was important to Allied and Axis forces alike, for the reception of supplies and 
reinforcements. In January 1941, it was taken from the Italians by General Wavell's forces, 
and after the clearance of the dem
invaluable. When Rommel commenced his drive across Cyrenaica towards Suez it was 
deemed essential that Tobruk be held, and the resulting siege lasted from 11 April to 10 
December 1941, when the Axis fo
than was expected and by early February 1942, it was the Allies turn to fall back towards a 
line running southwards from Gazala to Bir Hakeim. Again orders were given to hold 
Tobruk, but it fell to Rommel on 21 June. It was retaken five months later by the Eighth 
Army in their final sweep along the North African coast into Tunisia. Tobruk War Cemetery 
incorporates the burial ground used during the siege and the memorial erected there at the 
time by the Australians has been replaced by a permanent memorial of similar design. Many 
battlefield graves in the desert have been brought into the cemetery. There are now 2,282 
Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in Tobruk 
War Cemetery. 171 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials commemorate a 
number of casualties known or believed to be buried among them. The cemetery also 
contains 171 war graves of other nationalities, most of them Polish. No. of Identified 
Casualties: 2308  Reference

LT CDR K B HOOK R% (RETIRED)
Mary's Tollesbury 

DAVIES, Clifford Maldwyn: 

Artillery Coy.) Regiment: Age: 21

He was the son of Thomas George Stanley Davies and Elizabeth Maud Davies; 
husband of Brenda Eileen Lillian Da
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Grave Ref. 7. L. 14.TOBRUK WAR CEMETERY, Libya 

Tobruk is a Mediterranean port with an excellent deep water harbour. During the war 
it was important to Allied and Axis forces alike, for the reception of supplies and 
reinforcements. In January 1941, it was taken from the Italians by General Wavell's forces, 
and after the clearance of the demolitions in the harbour the port was usable and proved 
invaluable. When Rommel commenced his drive across Cyrenaica towards Suez it was 
deemed essential that Tobruk be held, and the resulting siege lasted from 11 April to 10 
December 1941, when the Axis forces were driven back. They recovered far more quickly 
than was expected and by early February 1942, it was the Allies turn to fall back towards a 
line running southwards from Gazala to Bir Hakeim. Again orders were given to hold 

mel on 21 June. It was retaken five months later by the Eighth 
Army in their final sweep along the North African coast into Tunisia. Tobruk War Cemetery 
incorporates the burial ground used during the siege and the memorial erected there at the 

Australians has been replaced by a permanent memorial of similar design. Many 
battlefield graves in the desert have been brought into the cemetery. There are now 2,282 
Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in Tobruk 

etery. 171 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials commemorate a 
number of casualties known or believed to be buried among them. The cemetery also 
contains 171 war graves of other nationalities, most of them Polish. No. of Identified 

eference  (1) http://www.rotmpd.org.au/seige.html; (2)Short History 

LT CDR K B HOOK R% (RETIRED) His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

 

aldwyn:  Lance Bombardier:  Royal Horse Artillery 11 (Honourable 
Age: 21: Date of Death: 29/05/1942: Service No: 886220

on of Thomas George Stanley Davies and Elizabeth Maud Davies; 
husband of Brenda Eileen Lillian Davies, of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex.  

 

excellent deep water harbour. During the war 
it was important to Allied and Axis forces alike, for the reception of supplies and 
reinforcements. In January 1941, it was taken from the Italians by General Wavell's forces, 

olitions in the harbour the port was usable and proved 
invaluable. When Rommel commenced his drive across Cyrenaica towards Suez it was 
deemed essential that Tobruk be held, and the resulting siege lasted from 11 April to 10 

rces were driven back. They recovered far more quickly 
than was expected and by early February 1942, it was the Allies turn to fall back towards a 
line running southwards from Gazala to Bir Hakeim. Again orders were given to hold 

mel on 21 June. It was retaken five months later by the Eighth 
Army in their final sweep along the North African coast into Tunisia. Tobruk War Cemetery 
incorporates the burial ground used during the siege and the memorial erected there at the 

Australians has been replaced by a permanent memorial of similar design. Many 
battlefield graves in the desert have been brought into the cemetery. There are now 2,282 
Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in Tobruk 

etery. 171 of the burials are unidentified but special memorials commemorate a 
number of casualties known or believed to be buried among them. The cemetery also 
contains 171 war graves of other nationalities, most of them Polish. No. of Identified 

; (2)Short History 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint 

Royal Horse Artillery 11 (Honourable 
Service No: 886220  

on of Thomas George Stanley Davies and Elizabeth Maud Davies; 
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A 25 pounder of the Royal Horse Artillery at Tobruk 1941 

The Siege of Tobruk took place in the Western Desert of %orth Africa in 1941 at the 

height of the Second World War The German Afrika Corps under the command of General 

Erwin Rommel had commenced the offensive which drove the British forces eastwards across 

the desert to the Egyptian frontier. The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Archibald Wavell, 

instructed that the seaport town of Tobruk was to be held, if possible, for two months in order 

to give time for the assembly of reinforcements, especially of armoured troops for the defence 

of Egypt.    On 8th April 1941 the garrison of Tobruk consisting of the 9th Division, the 18th 

Brigade of the 7th Division with British and Indian Troops, came under siege which was to 

last for 242 days. The German forces made two serious attempts to capture Tobruk using 

"blitzkrieg" tactics of a deep armoured thrust through defences followed up by infantry. Up 

until this point in the war these "blitzkrieg" tactics had never failed. %umerous attempts to 

relieve Tobruk by land failed and the garrison was supplied by ships of the British and 

Australian %avies, across seaways dominated by a hostile air force. Because of the almost 

daily enemy air attacks, arrivals and departures of the ships were conducted under cover of 

darkness.    Between April and the end of August, the garrison was subjected to 593 enemy 

air raids. The relief of the 18th Brigade commenced in August and by October the 

Australians with the exception of 2/13 Battalion were relieved by the Polish Carpathian 

Brigade and British Troops. The 2/13th remained to fight its way out in December when the 

garrison broke out to join up with the British Eighth Army which effected the relief of Tobruk 

on 10th December 1941. 

It cannot be claimed that Tobruk stopped Rommel and his Africa Corps but it cannot 

be overlooked that the siege had an important effect on the war for another reason. Here the 

Germans had suffered a serious reverse and the Tobruk garrison had demonstrated that the 

hitherto successful "blitzkrieg" tactics could be defeated by resolute infantry who held their 

ground, by defence in depth and by individual courage. During the siege, German radio 

propagandists directed a constant stream of derision at the defenders, likening them to rats. 

Far from weakening morale the term was enthusiastically adopted by the troops who 

thenceforth called themselves "The Rats of Tobruk". reference (1) 

http://www.rotmpd.org.au/seige.html; 

 

1939-1945 STAR; AFRICA STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL 



Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 10. H. 13. KNIGHTSBRIDGE WAR 
CEMETERY, ACROMA 

HORTI� Julian Hurlstone: 

Death: 21/06/1942: Service No: IA/297

He was the son of William Hurlstone Hortin, J.P., and Lizzie Kate Hurlstone Hortin, 
of Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Essex. He was the youngest son of the Ho
Court. He loved the countryside and had a keen interest in bird life. He trained to be a lawyer 
and then went out to India, where he
and polo. He went to North Africa with his regiment the 7th Gurkha Rifles, having b
previously in Iran & Iraq. His mother received news that he was reported "missing" following 
the fall of Tobruk, where he had been fighting. Some nine months later it was confirmed that 
he had been killed on the day Tobruk fell & that he was buried the

His home 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 10. H. 13. KNIGHTSBRIDGE WAR 

 

: Indian Rank: Captain 7th Gurkha Rifles: Age: 32 Date of 
Service No: IA/297  

on of William Hurlstone Hortin, J.P., and Lizzie Kate Hurlstone Hortin, 
He was the youngest son of the Hortin family from Guisnes 

d the countryside and had a keen interest in bird life. He trained to be a lawyer 
and then went out to India, where he joined the Indian Army. There he enjoyed horse racing 
and polo. He went to North Africa with his regiment the 7th Gurkha Rifles, having b

His mother received news that he was reported "missing" following 
the fall of Tobruk, where he had been fighting. Some nine months later it was confirmed that 
he had been killed on the day Tobruk fell & that he was buried there. 

His home which was destroyed by fire in 1984 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: 10. H. 13. KNIGHTSBRIDGE WAR 

Age: 32 Date of 

on of William Hurlstone Hortin, J.P., and Lizzie Kate Hurlstone Hortin, 
rtin family from Guisnes 

d the countryside and had a keen interest in bird life. He trained to be a lawyer 
the Indian Army. There he enjoyed horse racing 

and polo. He went to North Africa with his regiment the 7th Gurkha Rifles, having been 
His mother received news that he was reported "missing" following 

the fall of Tobruk, where he had been fighting. Some nine months later it was confirmed that 
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1939-1945 Star; Africa Star; 1939-1945 War Medal 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Column 207. Memorial: 
ALAMEIN MEMORIAL 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

FALL OF TOBRUK A�D SS SCILLI� 

 Two local men: Bernard Harrington and John Hodson were part of the British/ South 

African garrison of Tobruk, which became surrounded by the Afrika Korps as Rommel advanced. The 

British general, Ritchie ordered that a defensive perimeter was to be put around Tobruk which 

extended out to 30 kms from the city. 'Fortress Tobruk' was placed under the command of Major-

General H Klopper, commander of the 2nd South African Division. Klopper had at his disposal about 

35,000 men and a total of 2,000 military vehicles of various types. Supplies of all sorts were designed 

to last for 3 months. However, Klopper also faced a number of serious problems. The Desert Air 

Force had moved to bases that were too far away from Tobruk to give it any form of air cover when 

the attack was to come from Rommel. Secondly, he had no modern anti-tank weapons at his 

disposal as he was primarily equipped with about 40 outclassed 2-pounders against Rommel's tank 

force. His third serious problem was that there were very large gaps in the mine fields that 

surrounded Tobruk. 

At 08.00 on June 20th in 1942, Rommel attacked Tobruk. By 10.00, the Afrika Korps 
had penetrated nearly 3 kms into the 30 kms perimeter put around Tobruk. Defensive 
positions crumpled and by 19.00 the XXI Panzers were actually in Tobruk. The capture of 
Tobruk had taken less than one day. Klopper formally surrendered to Rommel on the 
morning of June 21st and all fighting had ended by the end of that day. 
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Bernard was captured at Tobruk at this time and was being transported to Italy, as a 
POW by the Italian ship 'SS SCILLIN' (1903, 1579 BRT) some 10 miles north of Cape 
Milazzofrom on the voyage from Tripoli to Sicily when they were sunk by the British 
Submarine HMS SAHIB on the 14 November 1942 (Lt John Bromage). There were 815 
Commonwealth prisoners of war aboard. Only 26 British P.O.Ws. and one South African 
were rescued + 35 members of the Italian crew, by HMS SAHIB. 

The following is an excerpt from a book  "Copper Wire" by a RAF pilot Robert 
Harding taken prisoner by the Italians, which gives an account of the sinking of the SS Scillin 
:- 

"The Italians were not fussy about how they transported prisoners from Libya to Italy. 

Often tramp steamers, which transported coal, munitions and war materials to Tripoli, were 

used to take live cargoes on the return trip. On these occasions, little regard was shown for 

the comfort or safety of the Prisoners of War, who were treated little better than animals. So 

it was with both those on The Scillin and, later, those of us on the final convoy to leave 

Tripoli. How very, very, fortunate I was not to have remained with the main body of prisoners 

who, on the 15th %ovember, 1942, were taken to the Spanish Mole at Tripoli Harbour... On 

arrival they saw several ships at berth by the quay. One of these was a small coal-burning 

steamer of only 1,600 tons. This was the SS Scillin. After being kept standing on the quay for 

several hours, the prisoners were ordered to board the Scillin. Once on the deck, they were 

directed to the main hold from where two ladders led down into the dark. The hold was really 

only large enough to take about 300 men, if they were to be allowed to lie down during the 

three days of travel. But this did not deter the Italians. Although Captain Gilbert protested, 

more and more men were sent down the ladders. When 810 prisoners had been loaded, a halt 

was called. The men were then so tightly packed that no one could lie down... 

The boat finally sailed on the evening of 15th %ovember. (Another account says at 

1pm on the 13th.) Either that night or shortly afterwards, the Scillin was attacked by a British 

submarine at about 20:30 hours. At that time Captain Gilbert was on deck treating some 

fifteen of the most seriously ill prisoners. Suddenly, out of the darkness, came a shell, which 

burst on the superstructure of the cargo boat. A second shell caused casualties. Then there 

was a violent explosion as a torpedo struck the Scillin in the hold carrying the prisoners. All 

on deck were thrown into the sea. Those below had no chance at all to escape. Captain 

Gilbert (the medical officer), Staff Sergeant Regester (a South African) and others were in the 

water for several minutes. The boat had sunk. Then the submarine, HMS Sahib or P212, 

came out of the darkness and began to pick up survivors. Reports from the submarine crew 

tell a little of what happened then. The captain, Lieutenant Bromage, and his men were 

astonished and deeply shocked to find so many men in the water. 

One crew member is said to have shouted, “Any Englishmen in the water?” Back 

came the reply, “%ae, but there is a Scotsman!” The rescue went on for about half an hour 

before the Sahib was forced to retreat as an escort vessel approached. During that time 26 

British and 35 Italians were rescued. Bromage and his crew were most upset by what had 

happened. However, the Scillin had been unmarked, in total darkness and had been carrying 

enemy materials. Later the Captain was absolved from all blame."   reference 
http://www.chessmail.com/copperwire/extract1.html 
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HMS Sahib sunk on the 24 April 1943 Depth charged off Sicily by Italian CVT 
Euterpe 

On 16th April 1943 HMS Sahib attacked and sank the merchant ship Galiolo, two 
miles off Capa Milazzo. After firing, the Sahib almost broke the surface. This was noticed by 
an aircraft, which dropped a bomb but to no effect. The torpedo boat Climene almost 
immediately obtained contact with the submarine. At about 0545, Sahib came under heavy 
depth charge attack resulting in the pressure hull being holed at the aft ends. With no way of 
repairing the damage, the order to prepare to abandon ship was given. The submarine 
surfaced to be welcomed by a machine gun attack from the waiting aircraft. As the crew left 
the submarine, Sahib was scuttled. 

 

 

 

HARRI�GTO�, Bernard Harry: Gunner: Royal Artillery 67 (Suffolk) Medium Regiment 
with the 8th Army. This was a Territorial Army Unit: Age: 22: Date of Death: 14/11/1942: 
Service No: 968776 

 

He was born at Brook Hall Farm & lived in Fingringhoe. Son of Harry and Muriel 
Harrington. At the time of his death, his mother was a widow living at the Bungalow, South 
Green, Fingringhoe. He had been called up into the Royal Artillery at the age of 20. He had 
joined the Army in 1940 and was transferred to the Middle East in 1941.  



He had been educated at Fin
employed pre-war at Hitchcock's Mill, Fingringhoe. He left a widowed mother, a brother and 
a married sister, Mrs Winnie Cook.

The 67th Medium Regiment
moved to the  Western Desert 1941
serving as part of the 8th Army.

1939-45 Star

Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Column 35.

St Andrew's Church Fingringhoe Memorial to Bernard
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He had been educated at Fingringhoe and then Rowhedge. Bernard had been 
war at Hitchcock's Mill, Fingringhoe. He left a widowed mother, a brother and 

a married sister, Mrs Winnie Cook. 

The 67th Medium Regiment was in the UK in 1940, as part of 4 Corps Troops. T
Western Desert 1941-2 serving as part of GHQ Troops. In 1942 they were still 

serving as part of the 8th Army.  In June 1942 the Regiment was captured at Tobruk.

 

45 Star        Africa Star 1939-45         War Medal

Memorial Reference: Column 35. ALAMEIN MEMORIAL

St Andrew's Church Fingringhoe Memorial to Bernard

gringhoe and then Rowhedge. Bernard had been 
war at Hitchcock's Mill, Fingringhoe. He left a widowed mother, a brother and 

as part of 4 Corps Troops. They 
2 serving as part of GHQ Troops. In 1942 they were still 

In June 1942 the Regiment was captured at Tobruk. 

War Medal 

   ©  

ALAMEIN MEMORIAL  

                                                    
St Andrew's Church Fingringhoe Memorial to Bernard 



HODSO� John:  Signalman; 4 L.of C. Signals, Royal Corps of Signals.
Scillin 14 November 1942: Age 27:
Hodson, of Peldon, Essex. 

MACKI�DER, JAMES: Lance Serjeant
11th Infantry Brigade: Age: 32

He was born in Manchester. Son of Charles and Elizabeth Mackinder; husband of Sylvia 
Grace Mackinder, of Perth. He was living in Rowhedge. He died of wounds

1939-45 Star
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Signalman; 4 L.of C. Signals, Royal Corps of Signals. Lost in the
Scillin 14 November 1942: Age 27: Service Number 2592549, Son of Thomas and May 

 

Lance Serjeant: Lancashire Fusiliers 2nd Battalion:
Age: 32: Date of Death: 12/12/1942: Service No: 3446147

He was born in Manchester. Son of Charles and Elizabeth Mackinder; husband of Sylvia 
Grace Mackinder, of Perth. He was living in Rowhedge. He died of wounds

 

45 Star        Africa Star 1939-45         War Medal

 

Lost in the S.S. 
Son of Thomas and May 

cashire Fusiliers 2nd Battalion:78th Division, 
Service No: 3446147 

He was born in Manchester. Son of Charles and Elizabeth Mackinder; husband of Sylvia 
Grace Mackinder, of Perth. He was living in Rowhedge. He died of wounds 

War Medal 
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The 2nd Battalion were with the 1st Army in Algeria and Tunisia in 1942-1943, 
fighting at Medjez El Bab 1942, where James died. The Division were involved in the 
fighting  on 1st December  to the  10th  December 1942 at Tebourba Gap. The  action  at 
Tebourba, twenty miles west of Tunis was the pivot on which the First Army turned. On 
November 29th the Germans began violent counter attacks to regain Tebourba which was 
being defended by the 6th Northamptonshire's.  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 5. D. 4. MEDJEZ-EL-BAB WAR 
CEMETERY 

 

In May 1943, the war in North Africa came to an end in Tunisia with the defeat of the 
Axis powers by a combined Allied force. The campaign began on 8 November 1942, when 
Commonwealth and American troops made a series of landings in Algeria and Morocco. The 
Germans responded immediately by sending a force from Sicily to northern Tunisia, which 
checked the Allied advance east in early December. In the south, the Axis forces defeated at 
El Alamein withdrew into Tunisia along the coast through Libya, pursued by the Allied 
Eighth Army. By mid April 1943, the combined Axis force was hemmed into a small corner 
of north-eastern Tunisia and the Allies were grouped for their final offensive. Medjez-el-Bab 
was at the limit of the Allied advance in December 1942 and remained on the front line until 
the decisive Allied advances of April and May 1943. There are 2,903 Commonwealth 
servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in MEDJEZ-EL-BAB WAR 
CEMETERY. 385 of the burials are unidentified. Special memorials commemorate three 
soldiers buried in Tunis (Borgel) Cemetery and one in Youks-les-Bains Cemetery, whose 
graves are now lost. Within the cemetery stands the MEDJEZ-EL-BAB MEMORIAL, 
bearing the names of almost 2,000 men of the First Army who died during the operations in 
Algeria and Tunisia between 8 November 1942 and 19 February 1943, and those of the First 
and Eighth Armies who died in operations in the same areas between 20 February 1943 and 
13 May 1943, and who have no known graves. The five First World War burials in Medjez-
el-Bab War Cemetery were brought in from Tunis (Belvedere) Cemetery or in Carthage 
(Basilica Karita) Cemetery in 1950.No. of Identified Casualties: 2524 

OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque shows James MacKinder 
Lancashire Fusiliers 
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YOU�GS Arthur Cyril: Driver: Royal Army Service Corps: Age: 27 Date of Death: 
01/11/1944: Service No: T/6019749  

He was the son of Edward Arthur and Jane Southgate Youngs, of Salcott, Essex.  

 

1939-1945 Star; North Africa Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: 3. A. 16.Cemetery: DELY IBRAHIM 
WAR CEMETERY 

  

Allied troops made a series of landings on the Algerian coast in early November 
1942. From there, they swept east into Tunisia, where the North African campaign came to an 
end in May 1943 with the surrender of the Axis forces. Dely Ibrahim War Cemetery contains 
494 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War and 11 war graves of other 
nationalities. There are also 25 non-war graves, mostly of merchant seamen whose deaths 
were not due to war service. His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Salcott  
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POLA�D 

 

�EVILLE, Stanley Victor: Private 6012753: 2/5th Battalion, Essex Regiment. who died on 
Monday, 25th December 1944. Aged 27 

Stanley was the son of George Clifford and Ethel May Neville, of Langenhoe, Essex. 
Stanley had 4 brothers all of whom served in the Second World War. The eldest was Robert 
Coppin, who like Stanley was to die in the Service of his country (see separate page). His 
brother Cyril served for 4 1/2 years in India with the Queen's Own Royal West Kents. 
Likewise Bernard was to serve in India with the RAF. The other brother Leonard served at 
Thetford in Norfolk with the RAF. 

Stanley enlisted 4th January 1938 into the Essex Regiment. He went overseas to 
North Africa on the 17th December 1940. From 17th June 1941 they moved back to what 
was classified the Middle East. 

Stanley served with the 2/5th Battalion of the Essex Regiment, who served  in 
Palestine/Iraq between 15th June 1942 and the 30th June 1942.  The 2/5th Battalion were a 
Territorial Unit drawn predominately from rural areas in East & North Essex. Subsequently, 
they fought in the Battle of Deir-El-Shein in 1942. Stanley was initially reported missing and 
then subsequently a prisoner of war of the Germans.  

The picture of him above is probably taken in Sierra Leone at Lumley Camp. The 
2/5th Battalion camped there, whilst in passage to the  Middle East. Whereas other Battalions 
of the Essex Regiment were living inland, the 2/5th at Lumley were on the coast and 
vulnerable to mosquitoes. Many of the men suffered afterwards with malaria.  

The Battle of Deir-El-Shein on the 1st. July 1942, in which the 2/5th Battalion, The 
Essex Regiment, fought with particular distinction, marked the turning point of the desert 
campaign in that year. The actions of the 2/5th were recognized by the award of a Battle 
Honour to the Essex Regiment. 

Prior to the Battle of Alamein, in October 1942, the German forces had forced a 
general withdrawal to Tobruk and were within 60 miles of Alexandra. General Auchinleck, 
Commander of the Commonwealth forces, decided to stand and fight at what was to become 
known as the Alamein Line. 

Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Steve May the 2/5th arrived at Alamein on 
the 27th June. Short of many supplies such as RE stores, mines and wires and also a shortage 
of transport, the Battalion converted by indomitable work a piece of bare desert into a 
reasonably defended locality. 
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On the 1st July, a hot and very unpleasant day, the Battalion put up a stout fight all 
day against overwhelming odds. However, the whole Brigade was eventually overrun after 
stalwart resistance, yet the fighting spirit of the 2/5th Essex was outstanding to the end. 

Lieutenant General Sir Willoughby Norrie concluded his account by writing "I am 
proud to have had troops of the calibre of the 2/5th Battalion, The Essex Regiment under my 
command. I congratulate Lieutenant Colonel May, his officers and men. They did their duty 
and did it right well". 

The remnants of the Battalion were  captured by the Germans and spent the rest of the 
war in captivity. Lieutenant Colonel May made a daring escape from an Italian POW camp 
and for his distinguished service was awarded an O.B.E. Stanley similarly made several 
unsuccessful attempts to escape from captivity. 

He died in captivity, as a result of an Allied bombing raid on the factory, where he 
was being forced to work. 

 

He was entitled to the Defence  Medal, the 1939-45 War Medal, the Africa Star with 
clasp for the 8th Army and the 1939-45 Star 

 

Stanley is commemorated in the Prague War Cemetery, Czech Republic , grave I.E.7. 



The Prague War Cemetery is, in fact, a British plot adjoining a boundary wall o
north side of the Civil Cemetery of Olsany. Olsany is on the eastern outskirts of Prague about 
3 kilometres from the centre of the city on the main road from Prague to Strasnice. The 
graves were brought here from 73 small cemeteries scattered all ove
Many of these graves are of POWs.

REFERENCES Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. 
www.cwgc.org/    and from the family archives. The description of the Battle of 
Shein has kindly been provided by the Editor of "The Eagle", the Journal of the Essex 
Regiment Association. The Battle of Deir
in "The Essex Regiment", 1929 to 1950, by T.A.Martin.

FRA�CE 

TAYLOR George Alfred: Lance Serjeant; "A" Squadron., 24th
Corps: Age 24: Date of Death 8 June 1944: 
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The Prague War Cemetery is, in fact, a British plot adjoining a boundary wall o
north side of the Civil Cemetery of Olsany. Olsany is on the eastern outskirts of Prague about 
3 kilometres from the centre of the city on the main road from Prague to Strasnice. The 
graves were brought here from 73 small cemeteries scattered all over the Czech Republic. 
Many of these graves are of POWs. 

Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. 
and from the family archives. The description of the Battle of 

Shein has kindly been provided by the Editor of "The Eagle", the Journal of the Essex 
Regiment Association. The Battle of Deir-El-Shein is fully documented on pages 459 to 473 
in "The Essex Regiment", 1929 to 1950, by T.A.Martin. 

 

Lance Serjeant; "A" Squadron., 24th Lancers. Royal Armoured 
: Date of Death 8 June 1944:  Service Number, 319743, 

 

 

The Prague War Cemetery is, in fact, a British plot adjoining a boundary wall on the 
north side of the Civil Cemetery of Olsany. Olsany is on the eastern outskirts of Prague about 
3 kilometres from the centre of the city on the main road from Prague to Strasnice. The 

r the Czech Republic. 

Information obtained from The Commonwealth War Graves web site. 
and from the family archives. The description of the Battle of Deir-El-

Shein has kindly been provided by the Editor of "The Eagle", the Journal of the Essex 
Shein is fully documented on pages 459 to 473 

Lancers. Royal Armoured 
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He was the son of George and Nellie Bertha Taylor; husband of Irene Mary Taylor, of 
Peldon, Essex.  

 The regiment was formed on 1st December 1940 from cadres of the 9th Queen's 
Royal Lancers and the 17th/21st Lancers. They also existed before this date being raised in 
1794 and disbanded in 1802.  

 

A Sherman tank of the 24th Lancers June 1944 in "ormandy 

With the 8th Armoured Brigade, the regiment landed on Gold Beach, in the second 
wave of the Operation Overlord landings, supporting the 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry 
Division. After intensive action in the Tilly-sur-Seulles, Fontenay-le-Pesnel, Tessel Wood 
and Rauray areas, the regiment was disbanded towards the end of July 1944 due to heavy 
casualties at the Normandy landing, with the survivors joining g the 23rd Hussars. The 
smaller picture on the right depicts the Shermans of the 24th Lancers with the 50th Infantry 
Division in Bayeux on the 8th June 1944. The lot of the British 'Tanker' during World War 
Two was not a happy one. British tanks were criminally under-armed almost throughout the 
conflict. The 2 pounder gun persisted in use beyond reason as the Panzers grew increasingly 
invulnerable to its effect. The 6 pounder gun had only a short time when it could defeat any 
German opponent, before the Panther and Tiger arrived. The only answer was the 'chop shop' 
Firefly, which retained the infamous Sherman trait of flammability - hence its gruesome 
German nickname of the 'Tommy Cooker'. Until the first soldier slid into the turret of a 
Comet in late 1944, the British armoured soldier was always outclassed and out-gunned. 
Even the small number of German Tigers and Panthers available could wreak carnage on a 
British formation - as witnessed at Villers Bocage in 1944.A troop of three tanks remained 
relatively constant during the war and were commanded by a Subaltern, Sergeant and 
Corporal respectively;  thus George would have commanded the second tank in the troop of 
3. 

 

1939-1945 Star; France & Germany Star; 1939- 1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: XIV. J. 5. Cemetery: 
BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY 

 

CULLI�GFORD, Eric Stanley: Trooper   Service No: 14370189: Royal Armoured Corps 
attached. H.Q. Squadron., 29th Armoured. Brigade: Age: 20 Date of Death: 04/08/1944 

On June 11th 1944  advance units of 29 Armoured Brigade landed on Juno Beach 
near Beny sur Mer. 

 Extracts from “THE HISTORY OF 4TH ARMOURED BRIGADE” describes the 
following: - 11th June 1944  On the open high ground between the Odon and the Orne, 29 

Armoured Brigade could make no headway against strong opposition from tanks and SP 

guns, 44th Royal Tanks losing 12 tanks on one day on the right flank. The Germans made 

constant efforts to penetrate both flanks of the narrow salient in the valley of the Odon and 

north of it, the situation on several occasions being extremely confused in the thick 

hedgerows of the Bocage.   

Operation Goodwood was an Allied military operation during the Second World War 

lasting from 18 July to 20 July 1944 in %ormandy. It is the largest tank battle that the British 

Army has fought. Controversy has stemmed from disputes over the objective of the operation: 

whether it was a successful though costly limited-objective attack to secure Caen and pin 

German formations in the eastern region of the %ormandy beachhead (preventing them from 

disengaging to join the counterattack against the US Operation Cobra) or a failed attempted 

breakout from the %ormandy bridgehead. Allied preparatory fire was provided spectacularly 

by almost 1,000 heavy and medium bombers dropping over 15,000 bombs. The German 

positions to the east of Caen were carpet-bombed and many of the villages were reduced to 

rubble, disrupting the German defences. The shock value of the intense, short bombardment 

was high. However, the German artillery on the Bourgebus Ridge was not hit by the 

bombardment and was outside the range of British artillery and by chance the defenders at 
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Cagny and Emieville were largely unscathed. These sites had clear fields of fire into the path 

of the British advance. 

Early advances by the Allied armour were made under a creeping barrage but were 

slow, despite encountering little resistance. This was primarily due to the traffic congestion 

noted above. But by noon the 11th Armoured Division's 29th Armoured Brigade had gained 

almost 12,000 yards. 

By the time the Caen-Vimont railway was reached the Germans had recovered from 

the shock of the bombardment. The Fife and Forfar Yeomanry lost twelve tanks at Cagny 

when 88mm AA guns were turned on them: a single hit on a Sherman was usually sufficient 

to reduce it to a burning wreck. The Allies slowly pushed through and crossed the railway 

line to approach the German-held ridge at Bourgebus, where they encountered elements of 

the 21st Panzer Division, the Panther battalion of the 1st SS Panzer Division and numerous 

towed guns. For most of the day only the 29th Armoured Brigade of the 11th Armoured 

Division was attacking. The 159th Infantry brigade was held up clearing two villages behind 

the tank brigade. Self-propelled artillery did not accompany the tank attack. Allied fighter-

bombers could not provide close support, as the RAF's forward control post was knocked out 

early on. 

The remaining two armoured divisions were still negotiating the river crossings and 

minefield. The Guards Armoured Division took all day to clear the defenders from Cagny and 

when they had done so, attacked in a divergent direction towards Vimont to the south east. 

Unscathed defenders with well dug in anti-tank guns halted them and knocked out 60 tanks. 

By dusk only a single tank battalion of the 7th Armoured Division was in action; most of the 

Division did not finish crossing the Orne until 10pm on the 18th and could not add its weight 

to the attack. Thus the 11th Armoured Division was carrying the attack by itself most of the 

day. 

The British armour, constrained by the terrain behind the start line, committed the 

same error that had characterized it in the desert. Individual tank battalions fought 

unsupported and in succession, rather than fighting together as part of all-arms battle 

groups. Unsupported tank units could not easily root out dug-in towed guns, although a 

combined-arms team of tanks, infantry and self-propelled artillery might have had much 

better luck. Virtually all the ground gained was won on the morning of the 18th. 

The German armour counter-attacked late in the afternoon and fighting continued 

along the high ground and around Hubert-Folie on the 19th and 20th, bringing the attack to 

a halt. On the 21st July, Dempsey started to secure his gains by substituting infantry for 

armour. It is estimated that about 400 tanks were lost, including about half the tanks in the 

29th Armoured Brigade. Infantry casualties were nearly as high as in previous operations; 

total casualties were approximately 5,500 British and Canadian soldiers. 

Eric was killed in the intense fighting around Caen a few days after this battle 



  He was entitled to the 1939

the France & Germany star  

 Son of Clifford Stanley Cullingford and Nina Juilette Cullingford, of Littlehampton, 
Sussex. 1901 Census shows his father C
at  Colchester working as a  Chemist's Assistant.

 

 Commonwealth War Dead
BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY
shows Eric S. Cullingford Tank Corps

The Allied offensive in north
June 1944. There was little actual fighting in Bayeux although it was the first French town of 
importance to be liberated. Bayeux War Cemetery is the 
the Second World War in France and contains burials brought in from the surrounding 
districts and from hospitals that were located nearby. BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY contains 
4,144 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 338
also 505 war graves of other nationalities, the majority German. The BAYEUX MEMORIAL 
stands opposite the cemetery and bears the names of more than 1,800 men of the 
Commonwealth land forces who died in the early stages of th
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He was entitled to the 1939-45 Star, the War medal 1939-45, the defence Medal & 

Son of Clifford Stanley Cullingford and Nina Juilette Cullingford, of Littlehampton, 
Sussex. 1901 Census shows his father Clifford Cullingford:  aged 18 born & living 

Chemist's Assistant. 

 

  

Commonwealth War Dead  Grave/Memorial Reference: XXV. F. 16. Cemetery: 
BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY. OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

Cullingford Tank Corps 

The Allied offensive in north-western Europe began with the Normandy landings of 6 
June 1944. There was little actual fighting in Bayeux although it was the first French town of 
importance to be liberated. Bayeux War Cemetery is the largest Commonwealth cemetery of 
the Second World War in France and contains burials brought in from the surrounding 
districts and from hospitals that were located nearby. BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY contains 
4,144 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 338 of them unidentified. There are 
also 505 war graves of other nationalities, the majority German. The BAYEUX MEMORIAL 
stands opposite the cemetery and bears the names of more than 1,800 men of the 
Commonwealth land forces who died in the early stages of the campaign and have no known 

45, the defence Medal & 

Son of Clifford Stanley Cullingford and Nina Juilette Cullingford, of Littlehampton, 
aged 18 born & living 

 

 

Grave/Memorial Reference: XXV. F. 16. Cemetery: 
OTHER MEMORIALS Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

western Europe began with the Normandy landings of 6 
June 1944. There was little actual fighting in Bayeux although it was the first French town of 

largest Commonwealth cemetery of 
the Second World War in France and contains burials brought in from the surrounding 
districts and from hospitals that were located nearby. BAYEUX WAR CEMETERY contains 

of them unidentified. There are 
also 505 war graves of other nationalities, the majority German. The BAYEUX MEMORIAL 
stands opposite the cemetery and bears the names of more than 1,800 men of the 

e campaign and have no known 
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grave. They died during the landings in Normandy, during the intense fighting in Normandy 
itself, and during the advance to the River Seine in August. No. of Identified Casualties: 4219   

HOLLA�D 

 

HOPE Alexander Erskine:  Lieutenant  Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment: B" 
Company, 9th Battalion.: attached. 7th Battalion : Hampshire Regiment 130 Brigade:  Age: 
27 Date of Death: 02/10/1944: Service No: 71119  

 He was the son of Major Richard Berwick and Mary Hope; husband of Lilias Mary 
Phyllis Hope, of Peldon, Essex. He was born in Surrey & a resident of Eastbourne. His father 
had served in the East Surrey Regiment in WW1 as a major. The Theatre of War that 
Alexander served in  was Western Europe Campaign 1944-45.  

The Hampshires landed on Arromanches beaches on June 22 1944 and suffered 
severe losses in the Normandy bocage with its undulating fields, woods and high hedges 
which greatly favoured the defenders. In August, the British broke out of the bridgehead and 
7th Hampshires, as part of 130 Brigade, took part in the action to capture the Mount Pincon 
feature, the highest point in Normandy and strongly defended by the enemy on the 6th of 
August..  

On September 9, 7th Battalion Hampshires entered a liberated Brussels  and fought  in 
a succession of actions including Operation "Market Garden"  , as the support to Guards 
Armoured Division. This unit was one of those units of XXX Corps that advanced towards 
the southern side of the Lower Rhine at Driel to assists the Poles and if possible the British at 
Oosterbeek. In October the regiment had to destroy the German bridgehead which SS forces 
had established at the brick factory. Eventually they succeeded in that at the cost of several 
men. This monument shown below honours those who fell. 

 

The monument stands on the lower Rhinedike running from Heteren to Driel. The 
monument reads: "To commemorate those men of the 7th Battalion the Hampshire Regiment 
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who gave their lives for the cause of freedom in this area. From 23rd Sept 1944 to 4th Oct 

1944." 

 

1939-1945 Star;. France & Germany Star; 1939-1945 War medal; Defence Medal  

 

His body was found in 1982 in an orchard at Driel. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: XII. C. 1: GROESBEEK 
CANADIAN WAR CEMETERY 

Allied forces entered the Netherlands on 12 September 1944. Airborne operations 
later that month established a bridgehead at Nijmegen and in the following months, coastal 
areas and ports were cleared and secured, but it was not until the German initiated offensive 
in the Ardennes had been repulsed that the drive into Germany could begin. Most of those 
buried in GROESBEEK CANADIAN WAR CEMETERY were Canadians, many of whom 
died in the Battle of the Rhineland, when the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Infantry Divisions and 
the 4th Canadian Armoured Division took part in the drive southwards from Nijmegen to 
clear the territory between the Maas and the Rhine in February and March 1945. Others 
buried here died earlier or later in the southern part of the Netherlands and in the Rhineland. 
The cemetery contains 2,610 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, and nine war 
graves of other nationalities. Within the cemetery stands the GROESBEEK MEMORIAL, 
which commemorates by name more than 1,000 members of the Commonwealth land forces 
who died during the campaign in north-west Europe between the time of crossing the Seine at 
the end of August 1944 and the end of the war in Europe, and whose graves are not know. 
No. of Identified Casualties: 2599. reference :- http://www.rememberseptember44.com/mon_driel3.htm  
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GERMA�Y 

 

LOCK Edward John:  Private: Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry  5th Battalion: Age: 18: 
Date of Death: 18/02/1945: Service No: 14756518  

He was the son of Lilian Clara Lock, of Heybridge, Essex. His unit was part of the 
Wessex Brigade. They were involved in severe fighting at the time of his death. 

 

Goch on the 17th February 1945 

Cleve - Goch: The Unhinging of the German Defences at Goch 

It was the 43rd Division, striking through Cleve on 10th February, which unhinged 

and then roiled up the entire German defensive system before the key town of Goch. After 

eight days of heavy battle, during which it took over 2,400 prisoners and advanced some 10 

miles, the Division was firmly established on the vital escarpment overlooking Goch and had 

laid the town wide open to attack. 

With the main axis later 3 feet underwater 129 Brigade. the 4th Somersets and the 4th 

and 5th Wiltshires with the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry in support, effected a daring 

midnight penetration of Cleve (first German city to fall in the West) on the 9th. These were 

the first troops to enter the city. The next morning, with the surprised Germans apparently 

attempting to reinforce the garrison, a pitched battle developed with enemy infantry, tanks 

and self-propelled guns. The Brigade Headquarters was involved in the battle among the 

ruins of the bomb shattered city. Fighting strongly in a confused situation a Platoon of the 

5th Wiltshires forced the surrender of eight German officers and no less than 170 men; the 

enemy attempting to infiltrate across the platoon front. Another enemy party of an officer and 
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78 men was fought, cornered, and then captured by an officer and 20 gunners of the 59th 

Anti-Tank Regiment. 

Forcing an enemy withdrawal the Division consolidated on the southeast boundary of 

the city by the evening. %ext day the attack went in east and south between Cleve and the 

north side of the Reichswald Forest. The 7th Somersets pulled off a daring 2,000 yard 

penetration at night to surprise the Germans in the village of Horstmannhof. 

But the vital objective was the high ground, including three important hill features, 

flanking the main Cleve-Goch road on its eastern side. The plan throughout was to seize 

Goch by securing this high ground and thus unhinge the entire lay-back defensive system 

north of the town. Opposition was extremely bitter. Groups of farm buildings had been turned 

into carefully prepared strongpoints. They had to be seized one by one against Panzer and 

Panzer Grenadier units and a Battalion of van der Heydte's paratroop-saboteurs of Ardennes 

fame. The Wiltshires, the Dorsets and the Hampshires bore the brunt of the fiercest resistance 

and desperate counter attacks before the first footing was gained on the high ground with the 

capture of Eselberg Hill. This feature was held by the 4th Wiltshires against a severe counter 

attack coming in from three directions. Between the 13th-16th the Division fought 

continuously day and night. The Artillery gave the closest support, the 94th Field Regiment at 

one time firing at 1,400 yards range with nothing between them and the enemy infantry in 

Cleve Forest. A second hill feature, east of this Forest, was captured at the second attempt on 

the 15th. Severely counter attacked a platoon held its fire until the enemy were only 40 yards 

away and then mowed them down with automatic fire. Infantry 6 pounder antitank gun crews 

checked two more counter attacks in close range battle with self-propelled guns which were 

destroyed or forced to withdraw in spite of their superior gun power. 

Daring to risk two completely open flanks, and by-passing the strongly held Cleve 

Forest, the Division thrust hard south on a narrow two battalion front. By mid-day on the 

16th the two other hill features east of the Forest were in our hands. After its 'start line' had 

been cleared at the point of the bayonet by a platoon of the Worcestershires a new Brigade 

attack went in. As it did so the break in German resistance came, Within the next 24 hours the 

two battalions of the Somersets, the Worcestershires and the DCLI took together some 1,000 

prisoners. Cleve Forest had been outflanked by a 2,500 yard advance and the enemy forced 

to abandon it. The capture of so many prisoners was however no mass surrender: fighting 

was still severe, But the persistent pressure was too much for the Germans. The DCLI in 

Kangaroos broke out on to high ground on the left flank; the Worcestershires and the 

Somersets made the final assault on the escarpment before Goch on the afternoon of the 17th 

and gained their 15 objectives. Below them. and only 1,000 yard:, distant, lay the key town of 

Goch. 

In action continuously for nine days the Division had outflanked and completely 

rolled up the strong German defences and opened the way for the capture of Goch the next 

day, The Royal Engineers, who had been up against continual bomb craters in this offensive, 

further eased the attack on the town by constructing six tank crossings over a 20 foot deep 

anti-tank ditch during the night. They worked silently under the noses of the enemy. " 
reference http://www.43wessexassociation.com/history/cleve_goch.html 
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1939-1945 Star; France & Germany  Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/ Reference: 57. E. 4. REICHSWALD FOREST WAR CEMETERY 

 

RAVE� John:  Lance Corporal in the Somerset Light Infantry  7th Battalion. 214 Infantry 
Brigade: 43rd (Wessex) Infantry Division: Age: 31 Date of Death: 24/04/1945:  Service No: 
5834170  

   

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Raven; husband of Mabel Florence Raven, of 
Chelsea, London. He was born in Essex & resided there. He grew up in the village and when 
he left the school he worked with his father as a bricklayer for Junipers. He belonged to the 
local cycling club. 



1939-1945 Star; France & Germany Star; 

He served in the Western Europe Campaign 1944
was mobilized in the United Kingdom in September 1939, and trained there until moving to 
North West Europe in June 1944, where it saw action 

Major battles were :- 25 Jun 44 
July 44 - 23 Jul 44 Bourguebus Ridge 30 Jul 44 
44 The Nederrijn 8 Feb 45 - 10 Mar 45 The

He was killed during a night attack in Germany. His Lieutenant wrote to his family to 
tell of  his death -" Your husband was a very brave man Mrs Raven and you have every right 

to be  very proud of him. It was d

his section around to the right flank to cut off the retreat of an enemy light tank which was 

guarding the gun. He played his part splendidly and it was while trying

back to the stretcher bearers that he met his death. This was not the only time that he has 

done a wonderful job of leading his men"
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1945 Star; France & Germany Star; 1939-1945 War Medal; Defence Medal

He served in the Western Europe Campaign 1944-1945   The 43rd (Wessex) Division 
was mobilized in the United Kingdom in September 1939, and trained there until moving to 
North West Europe in June 1944, where it saw action until the end of hostilities in May 1945.

25 Jun 44 - 2 July 44 The Odon ; 4 Jul 44 - 18 Jul 44 Caen 18 
23 Jul 44 Bourguebus Ridge 30 Jul 44 - 9 Aug 44 Mont Pincon 17 Sep 44 

10 Mar 45 The Rhineland;  23 Mar 45 - 1 Apr 45 The Rhine.

He was killed during a night attack in Germany. His Lieutenant wrote to his family to 
" Your husband was a very brave man Mrs Raven and you have every right 

very proud of him. It was during an attack on an 88 mm gun he was called upon to lead 

his section around to the right flank to cut off the retreat of an enemy light tank which was 

guarding the gun. He played his part splendidly and it was while trying  to get a comrade 

tretcher bearers that he met his death. This was not the only time that he has 

done a wonderful job of leading his men" 

 

1945 War Medal; Defence Medal 

The 43rd (Wessex) Division 
was mobilized in the United Kingdom in September 1939, and trained there until moving to 

until the end of hostilities in May 1945. 

18 Jul 44 Caen 18 
9 Aug 44 Mont Pincon 17 Sep 44 - 27 Sep 

1 Apr 45 The Rhine. 

He was killed during a night attack in Germany. His Lieutenant wrote to his family to 
" Your husband was a very brave man Mrs Raven and you have every right 

uring an attack on an 88 mm gun he was called upon to lead 

his section around to the right flank to cut off the retreat of an enemy light tank which was 

to get a comrade 

tretcher bearers that he met his death. This was not the only time that he has 

 



 Article from the "Colchester Gazette" dated Wednesday October 18th 1944

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 8. H. 5
WAR CEMETERY. He is commemorated on his parents

DIED I� TRAI�I�G 

HAWES, Hector MacDonald: 

No: 13041072  

Further details not known

1939-1945 STAR;
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Article from the "Colchester Gazette" dated Wednesday October 18th 1944

  

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 8. H. 5. Cemetery: BECKLINGEN 
WAR CEMETERY. He is commemorated on his parents’ grave in Saint Mary’s churchyard.

 

ector MacDonald: Private: Pioneer Corps: Date of Death: 23/02/1941 Service 

Further details not known 

 

1945 STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL:  DEFENCE MEDAL

Article from the "Colchester Gazette" dated Wednesday October 18th 1944 

. Cemetery: BECKLINGEN 
grave in Saint Mary’s churchyard. 

Date of Death: 23/02/1941 Service 

DEFENCE MEDAL 



Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Grave G.20.: TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY (ST. 
NICHOLAS) NEW CHURCHYARD

MUHAMMAD AYUB   His n
Service Corps 3 Mule Company: 
Date of Death: 10/01/1942: Service No: 781458 

He was the son of Dost Muhammad and Mohammadi, of Mirabala, Hazara, Pakistan. 
The 3 Mule Company RIASC was training with their mules 
at Fingringhoe Wick. Subsequently they were shipped to Burma. The cause of his death is not 
given.  

1939-1945 Star, 1939

The following is an article taken from a website
British Army was completely mechanised. All animal transport companies had been phased 

out. But at the last moment they decided they did after all need animal transport to bring 

ammunition and supplies up to the front, quietl

stop them braying). 

India at the time had 36 animal transport companies and when asked by Britain they 

sent four companies at very short notice, by sea with all their mules and horses.
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Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Grave G.20.: TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY (ST. 
NICHOLAS) NEW CHURCHYARD 

 

His nationality at that time was Indian. Driver: Royal Indian Army 
mpany: Age: 17 ( as listed in the cemetery records 
Service No: 781458  

on of Dost Muhammad and Mohammadi, of Mirabala, Hazara, Pakistan. 
The 3 Mule Company RIASC was training with their mules in what is now the nature reserve 
at Fingringhoe Wick. Subsequently they were shipped to Burma. The cause of his death is not 

 

1945 Star, 1939-1945 War Medal, defence Medal

an article taken from a website:- ”At the beginning of WWII the 

British Army was completely mechanised. All animal transport companies had been phased 

out. But at the last moment they decided they did after all need animal transport to bring 

ammunition and supplies up to the front, quietly with mules (the mules were "di

India at the time had 36 animal transport companies and when asked by Britain they 

sent four companies at very short notice, by sea with all their mules and horses.

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave Reference: Grave G.20.: TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY (ST. 

Driver: Royal Indian Army 
Age: 17 ( as listed in the cemetery records - cwgc gives 18): 

on of Dost Muhammad and Mohammadi, of Mirabala, Hazara, Pakistan. 
in what is now the nature reserve 

at Fingringhoe Wick. Subsequently they were shipped to Burma. The cause of his death is not 

1945 War Medal, defence Medal 

”At the beginning of WWII the 

British Army was completely mechanised. All animal transport companies had been phased 

out. But at the last moment they decided they did after all need animal transport to bring 

y with mules (the mules were "di-voiced" to 

India at the time had 36 animal transport companies and when asked by Britain they 

sent four companies at very short notice, by sea with all their mules and horses. 
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They embarked from Bombay in 1939 - it was the severest winter in Europe for 125 

years - to Marseilles on the south coast of France. %one of the animals were lost. 

The 22nd company got captured by the Germans just before Dunkirk and were 

prisoners of war. The other three companies were evacuated from Dunkirk, and the men were 

very distressed at having to leave their mules and horses behind. Mule drivers became very 

attached to their animals. They had to give them away to local people in %orthern France. 

Having arrived in Britain, to begin with they were given French Army horses. In 1941 

1,000 mules were imported from the USA. It is my impression that the authorities did not 

know quite what to do with the three companies when they got to Britain. They thought it 

would be demoralising to send them back to India so soon. 

First they were stationed in Cornwall, then Crickhowell in South Wales, where eight 

died in a flu epidemic and are buried in the local graveyard with Islamic inscriptions on their 

tomb stones. 

On April 2 1942 they arrived by train in Porthmadog (with all their mules and horses 

in cattle trucks which were not very suitable for their animals) and set up camp in 

Llanfrothen and %antmor. 32nd company was camped in tents around Beudy %ewydd and the 

Gwernydd in Llanfrothen and the other two companies were around Dolfriog in %antmor. 

As far as I can gather from reading the war diaries of the three companies in the 

Public Record Office in London, they spent their time here practising mountain warfare in 

our local mountains of Cnicht, the Moelwyns, Cwm Strallyn, Moel Ddu. 

I think the men were all Muslims, but there was one Christian. They came from a 

mountainous region called Rawalpindi in the %orth West of India (now in Pakistan). They 

wore turbans and most of the men could not speak much English. 

They had white officers but there was an Indian doctor and an Indian vet. The mules 

and horses were taken out each day for exercise, three abreast, and used to take over an hour 

to pass, with the vet at the head of the troop on a white horse. His name was Malik 

Mohammed Khan. I think altogether there must have been about 1,000 men and 1,000 

animals between Croesor and %antmor." reference:- 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/northwest/sites/history/pages/indianarmy.shtml 

 

 Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Sec. B. Div. B. Grave 156. 
His grave is sited to face Mecca Cemetery: COLCHESTER CEMETERY 
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LI�HAM, Stanley Ivor:  Lance Serjeant::Somerset Light Infantry Unit Text: 6th Battalion: 
Date of Death: 28/06/1942: Service No: 5673055  

He was the son of Reginald Stanley and Alice Emily Linham; husband of Ellaline 
Hilda Linham, of Glastonbury. He was involved in an accident during training by a live hand 
grenade. He subsequently died shortly afterwards in the Military Hospital at Colchester. A 
short report on his death is given in the Essex County Standard 4th July 1942 

 

 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave: Reference: Sec. I. Grave 49. Cemetery: GLASTONBURY 
CEMETERY 

 

CHAPLI�, Edward Basil: Private Essex Regiment: 5th Battalion: Age: 22: Date of Death: 
10/10/1942: Service No: 6030361  

He was the son of Albert Edwin and Minnie Chaplin, of Tolleshunt 
D'Arcy.  Circumstances of death not known. 

The 5th Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) duplicated itself in 1939 

with the doubling in size of the Territorial Army, forming the 1/5th (West) and 2/5th (East) 

Battalions. 



The 1/5th (West) Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

Sep 1939 and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry Division 

until Dec 1940. The 1/5th Battalion moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. After the 

2/5th Battalion was placed in suspended animation, the 1/5th Battalion reverted t

the 5th Battalion. 

The 2/5th Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

September 1939 and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry 

Division until Dec 1940. The 2/5th Battalion spent much of 194

main enemy was disease, but moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. The 2/5th 

Battalion was placed in suspended animation in 1943

1939-1945 STAR;

Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOL
CHURCHYARD 

WHITTO�, Edgar Arthur: 

Edgar died on the 24th April 1943, aged 18
Lorna May Whitton of Hallatrow Road, Paulton in Somerset. He was
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The 1/5th (West) Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry Division 

until Dec 1940. The 1/5th Battalion moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. After the 

2/5th Battalion was placed in suspended animation, the 1/5th Battalion reverted t

The 2/5th Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

1939 and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry 

Division until Dec 1940. The 2/5th Battalion spent much of 1941 in Sierra Leone, where the 

main enemy was disease, but moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. The 2/5th 

Battalion was placed in suspended animation in 1943 

 

1945 STAR; 1939-1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL

Commonwealth War Dead Cemetery: TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY (ST. NICHOLAS) NEW 

 

: Private 14579769: GENERAL SERVICE CORPS

on the 24th April 1943, aged 18. Edgar was the only son of Arthur and 
Lorna May Whitton of Hallatrow Road, Paulton in Somerset. He was born in Bristol and was 

The 1/5th (West) Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry Division 

until Dec 1940. The 1/5th Battalion moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. After the 

2/5th Battalion was placed in suspended animation, the 1/5th Battalion reverted to become 

The 2/5th Battalion, The Essex Regiment (Territorial Army) was mobilised in 

1939 and assigned to 161st Infantry Brigade in the 54th (East Anglian) Infantry 

1 in Sierra Leone, where the 

main enemy was disease, but moved to the Western Desert before Alamein. The 2/5th 

1945 WAR MEDAL; DEFENCE MEDAL 

 

LESHUNT D'ARCY (ST. NICHOLAS) NEW 

GENERAL SERVICE CORPS: 

Edgar was the only son of Arthur and 
born in Bristol and was 
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resident there when he enlisted. His grandfather was the Reverend Edgar Whitton, the Baptist 
Minister in Paulton.   

    He joined the General Service Corps, which had been formed in February 1942 to 
provide a "pool" into which recruits were assigned when first enlisting. This allowed them to 
be subsequently assigned to the most suitable branch of the Army in which they would 
ultimately serve. There was an Army camp in Langenhoe during the war but many men, 
particularly those from Somerset were billeted with the villagers in their homes. It was during 
this initial training in the Abberton/ Langenhoe area that Edgar died. He was very ill after 
being inoculated  and was taken to Colchester General Hospital, where he died from 
meningitis. He is therefore remembered along with our own villagers. 

 

Edgar is buried in Colchester Cemetery, Section B, Division B, grave 109. Colchester 
Cemetery was opened in 1856 and is now owned by the Corporation. It covers 67 acres. The 
newer part is on the western side of the original burial ground and it is the site of a Roman 
Way. There are over 300 burials from the 1914-18 War, of which 50 are in the War Plot, 
while 11 Australian graves are together in a nearby group. The Cross of Sacrifice shown in 
the picture was erected after the First World War. The War Graves Plot shown includes 
graves of men killed at sea after being evacuated from Dunkirk.  

Edgar lies with the other British servicemen, who have died over the years along with 
one unknown soldier from the 1939-45 War and two Polish Servicemen. 

The inscription on his grave reads :- 

"The will of the Lord not ours be done" 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission does not list Edgar. His details were 
kindly provided by a website called ROERDOWW2 
http://www.goring1941.freeserve.co.uk/regindex.html#A-B   
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GELDARD, John: Lieutenant, 277778: 617 ASSAULT SQUADRON: ROYAL 
ENGINEERS  

He came from The Grange, Ilkley, Yorkshire and was killed locally on the 13th 
February 1944, aged 21 in a road accident. His parents were Nicholas and Olga Mary 
Geldard. He was married to Margaret Mary Geldard. BA (Cantab). His wife Margaret was 
the niece of the Reverend Sutton, Rector of Saint Andrew's Church Abberton. 

He was training in the area in preparation for the landings in Normandy. His Unit, 617 
Assault Squadron, were much involved in late 1944 at Nijmegen on the River Waal 
developing and assembling the equipment and training the crews for the Rhine 
crossings,  which were to follow as part of "Operation Plunder" in March 1945.  

He was entitled to the Defence  Medal and the 1939-45 War Medal. 

 

 

His body has rested with us at Saint Andrew’s for over 50 years in Row 10 Grave L. 


