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Members of the Appraisal Committee  

with the completed questionnaires. 

Background 

In 2001 the government introduced the concept that all communities should draw up a plan of how they viewed 

their own environment and how they would like to see their towns or villages develop in the coming years. The 

Rural Community Council of Essex has done much to encourage Essex communities to carry out a 'Village 

Appraisal' and in 2006 they attended a West Mersea Town Council meeting by invitation to explain the process. 

 The objective is to produce a report which carries the weight of local public opinion that would then be adopted 

by the local planning authority as supplementary planning guidance, and for the various agencies named in the 

action plan to consider the key issues raised and work to deliver solutions to the issues that the Appraisal idtifies.  

Introduction 

1.1. The Survey 

On the 2nd February 2007 a public meeting, hosted 

by the Town Council, was held at M.I.C.A. at which 

over 120 residents attended. At this meeting the 

objectives were explained, a constitution decided, and 

twenty of those present agreed to serve on the new 

'West Mersea Appraisal Committee'. There was then 

a wide ranging discussion in which some 24 issues 

affecting island life were identified.  

Having elected officers, the new Committee then 

applied for, and later received, a grant from the 

Countryside Agency in order to carry out the survey. 

Although the normal method used to identify issues to 

be included in the questionnaire is to hold a series of 

consultative public meetings, the Committee decided 

to take the discussion to Islanders by holding a series 

of "Put Your Point" days. Five of these were held at 

various Island events during the summer of 2007. 

During the winter the hundreds of "post it" notes 

presented by residents at these events were discussed 

in depth and finally 40 multiple choice questions were 

identified for inclusion in the survey. The resulting 

questionnaire went out to every household in West 

Mersea in April 2008 allowing a month to complete 

and return forms to any one of six different venues 

around the town. Committee members or volunteers 

made visits to most households to further encourage 

completion. 

1.2 Analysis of the results  

1918 people completed the forms representing 

roughly 34% of the adult population of West Mersea, 

a very high proportion for a survey of this type. 

Warwick Software programmed the results and the 

data were returned to the Committee in August 2008 

for further analysis and this included extracting the 

additional written comments and suggestions from 

every form. 

The split between the sexes was more or less even 

and information from the last national census in 2001 

has been used to compare age profiles with those of 

the people who completed the questionnaires: 

Age range Total per 

2001 census 

% of 

population 

Total forms 

completed 

% of age 

group 

Under 18 1311 19% 15 1% 

19-29 563 8% 33 6% 

30-44 1229 18% 197 16% 

45-59 1533 22% 446 29% 

60-64 434 6% 329 76% 

Over 65 1855 27% 898 48% 

All ages 6925 100% 1918 28% 

There were 394 children living in households that 

returned forms and this represents 27% of the total 

children in the town. Whilst direct returns for under 18s 

were very low, the Committee took the view from the 

results of this survey that through their parents their 

needs and requirements were well represented. The 

separate Primary School survey was taken into account.   

Whilst 33% of the population is of retirement age, this 

group also represents 64% of the completed 

questionnaires. The committee has therefore drawn 

attention to this in instances where the result could 

show bias. 

As a result of these adjustments the Committee is 

confident that this report represents the broad views of 

the people of West Mersea. 
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The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul 

has a landmark Norman Tower, rising high 

over the estuary. In the 11th century Edward 

the Confessor commissioned a grandly 

worded charter beginning “In the name of the 

most High and Thundering God I grant to...

etc...an island which is called Meresaie” that 

he gifted to the French abbey in Rouen where 

the King had spent his childhood in exile. 

The front porch is unusual in being on the 

north side of the church. A Great Eastern bus 

waits for passengers and gives a date to this 

picture of about 1915. The iron railings were 

removed in WW2 

Mersea Island, (once “Meresaie” – Island of the Pool), has been a settlement for many thousands of years, and even 

before Iron Age man arrived, wolves and woolly mammoths wandered the thick woodlands, all thanks to an abundance 

of freshwater springs. 

Romans settled amongst the Celts on the Island as evidenced by the Romano-British burial chamber, (The Barrow), 

whilst the churchyard safeguards the underground remnants of a fine Roman villa.  This residence was possibly part of 

the homestead of an important Roman Praetor and Mersea was known to be a place where veterans of the Roman Army 

came to retire, a practice that continues from Colchester garrison to this day.   

An historical perspective. 

The Island’s floodable ancient causeway, 

The Strood, was built by the Saxons who 

drove thousands of timber posts into the 

riverbed and trampled down layers of mud 

and straw on the top. The sea has always 

held sway over the inhabitants of the Island 

who still abide by the turn of the tide.  

This view of the Strood, circa 1915, shows 

locals talking across the road (impossible 

today!) while the farm cart is just about to 

go through the water on its way towards the 

mainland. A ‘stackie’ barge is being loaded 

at Strood Dock. 

Having suffered years of Viking raids up and down the coast, Mersea finally settled under the yoke of the new settlers 

as part of the eastern region that was known as Danelaw. 

After the dissolution of the monasteries, the Manor of Mersea passed from Church to Crown and Henry Vlll set about 

carving up the land amongst his supporters. The Manor of Mersea was given to Sir Robert Dacres, rumoured to be his 

illegitimate son and later it passed through the hands of several noble families, including the wealthy D’Arcy dynasty. 
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From the Parish Church the Coast Road 

runs down to Hove Creek, with its 

houseboats, and then  along to the Hard 

(meaning a mud and shingle shore) and  

“The Old City”. Here, weather boarded 

fishermen’s cottages formed a small 

community with a ditch, charmingly known 

as the Bumby, which carried waste down to 

the water from cottage privies. In 1801 

there were 660 people living in West 

Mersea and it took a century for this 

number to double. (East Mersea had 246 

which remained static over the same 

period.)  

Another view of the Old City circa 1906 

shows a  big tide covering the road at the 

bottom of The Lane. The railings for the 

Bumby ditch can be clearly seen in the 

centre of the picture.  Cornerways was later 

reduced to single storey because of its 

unstable condition. 

The road from the Strood follows old field 

boundaries until it reaches the Parish Church 

where there must have been a settlement since 

time immemorial. From Queen’s Corner, 

houses and shops began to appear either side 

of the road as far as the Church which explains 

the lack of a cohesive shopping area. In recent 

years more shops have been added in this area 

together with a Community Centre, Library 

and Museum. In the centre is the War 

Memorial sheltering under a vast lime tree.  

The view, circa 1912, from Queen’s Corner 

looking north, shows Katie White’s shop on the 

left, the Methodist Chapel and Smith’s Mill. 

The words ‘oysters’ and ‘Mersea’ are 

synonymous and the mollusc was certainly 

enjoyed by the Romans.  The right to 

dredge oysters in the estuary’s celebrated 

fattening grounds has been maintained over 

many centuries. In Elizabethan times 

donkey convoys trudged along the 

highways to London, their panniers packed 

with oysters, bound for Tudor palaces. 

There have been several occasions when 

the mollusc has nearly been wiped out by 

hard winters or disease but the oyster, a 

great survivor, is as popular as ever, 

gracing many illustrious restaurants under 

the name of “Colchester Natives”. 

The Tollesbury & Mersea Oyster Co. was 

founded in 1879 and employed many local oystermen on a share basis. Others worked independently but all had 

usually served apprenticeships. The view of the Packing Shed, where oysters were sorted and bagged,  is prior to 

1912 when a second shed was constructed 
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One could get the impression that oystering and fishing were the island’s dominant trades but Mersea has always had 

both fishermen and farmers with just as many men (and women) working on the land as on the water, tending the great 

fields of wheat, barley and oats with a moving backdrop of shimmering estuaries.  

Until about a hundred and fifty years ago Mersea was a forgotten backwater, the sole province of native islanders, 

people descended from French Huguenots seeking asylum from religious persecution who settled here in the 17th 

Century. These strong minded and independent folk rarely travelled off the island apart from working the sea and whilst 

they were poor, they were self-sufficient. 

In the 19th century, many Thames spritsail barges, the workhorses of the water, made a living along the East Coast.  The 

estuaries were the centre of the “Stackie” trade; a two men crew could build a stack of straw twenty to thirty feet above 

the deck of a barge in a day.   Barges took hay for the horses of London and returned with the spoils of the city streets 

which, along with surplus sprats, was spread on the fields as manure – not only was it organic but it must have smelt 

pretty ripe!  

Today West Mersea still supports a 

significant inshore fishing fleet carrying 

sophisticated modern equipment, whilst the 

old smacks survive and flourish through the 

dedication of traditional sailing folk. Smack 

racing is a popular sport and  the Town 

Regatta, the oldest on the East Coast, still 

upholds a unique tradition. The dwellings in 

the Lane are now sought after by both well 

to do locals and second homers who take a 

pride in preserving them for posterity. 

 

The Greasy Pole is still an important and 

popular event in the West Mersea Town 

Regatta Watersports. (Photo S. & P. Ryan) 

In its heyday, 1750 to 1850, Mersea would 

have been involved in the smuggling that 

was rife along the East Coast; the many 

creeks offering countless secret routes for 

smugglers.  Fishing smacks loaded with 

spirits, tea or tobacco would slide secretly 

into the channels to dump strings of 

weighted tubs overboard, recovering them 

later under pretence of dredging for oysters; 

smaller boats then worked this cargo inland, 

along the creeks, paying off farmers and 

innkeepers on the way. 

The earliest known photograph of West 

Mersea Town Regatta circa 1896 shows the 

cluster of spectators around the committee 

barge, watching the Greasy Pole, which still 

concludes the Watersports today. The smack 

is the Gracie and the background shows that 

Journey’s End (now the Yacht Club) is not 

yet built and the magnificent tree on the 

right gave its name to Elmtree House. 

Until the 1960s, the occupations of the Mersea waterside centred mainly around oystering. The local fleet of  cutter 

rigged oyster smacks were admirably suited for other maritime pursuits including spring trawling for soles and roker, 

herring drifting in the autumn, eel fishing and even winkling.  However, the comparatively small size of the smacks 

generally ruled out wintertime stowboating for sprats.  
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The houseboat era developed between the 

wars, some as “weekend cottages” and 

others rather more permanent. The 

population in the 1931 census had now 

reached 2067. The beach huts flourished 

with a sub culture all of their own, second 

only to caravan life. Tourers and  

caravans  come to Mersea to disperse on 

to hidden caravan sites. Many who were 

first introduced to the island in a holiday 

caravan went on to buy a house and stay 

permanently. 

A 1920s view of the saltings in the 

houseboat area shows a wide diversity of 

craft. Houseboats in the background 

include the Erycina which later caught 

fire and the Evandra which was an early 

headquarters for the Yacht Club. 

At about the turn of the 20th century the 

sport of private yachting came into its own. 

Whilst local fishermen spent the summer 

professionally crewing on the great racing 

yachts for the likes of Sopwith and Lipton, 

local yachtsmen began to keep yachts at 

Mersea. It was this society that began 

building some of the bigger houses with 

large gardens in the areas along Coast Road 

and through Grove Avenue.  

Four yachts, possibly in a Regatta or Club 

race, reach down the Blackwater  in the 

1930s with Mersea Island in the 

background. Many of the larger yachts 

would have had local paid crews for the 

summer season. 

West Mersea became a haunt for artists seeking the unique beauty of the saltings lit from across the water by stunning 

sunsets, or the host and diversity of migrating and resident birds that have been the subject of countless paintings and 

photographs. Alongside them, yacht building, chandlery and sail making flourished. 

West Mersea has changed more in the fifty years up to the present century than ever before. The population had 

remained fairly static up until the end of the 19th century but a change came with sailors and numbers of holiday makers 

(although it was still a backwater compared with the excitements on offer at Clacton and Frinton.) There were few 

commuters and even after the war there were still some that had never been to Colchester in their lives! 

In 1951 there were 3,004 residents but with the new housing estates infilling many of the old fields in the town this 

number has increased rapidly to over 5,100 by 1976 and 5,733 by 1980. The following twenty years up to the turn of 

this century has seen an increase of some 500 persons per decade giving a total of around 6,700 by the year 2000 

although with holiday makers this number probably doubles during the summer. Many households now have more than 

one car so the increase in road use has been dramatic.  

Despite the rapid changes and the strain on the infrastructure, Mersea Island still retains its magic and much of its old 

world charm, not pretty but with pockets of prettiness. Most of the estuaries and saltings have survived the modern 

world and swinging moorings still prevail where most places have marinas. Whilst an older generation of local people 

bemoan the influx and pressures of this high speed modern world, traditions are fiercely defended.    
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3.1 The Current Situation 

Formerly an historic fishing and farming community, 

West Mersea is now predominantly a commuter town 

in common with most of the surrounding villages. 

There have however been a number of other significant 

changes during this transition.  

The fishing fleet is smaller and there are now only a 

few boats, although oyster cultivation continues to 

flourish. The foreshore industry, once active with 

traditional boatbuilding, has largely been replaced by 

boat storage and maintenance associated with the vast 

increase in the number of moorings, although there are 

sail making and yacht upholstery businesses in the 

town. 

In the past there was little demand for industrial 

premises whereas now there are a number of very 

active units to the rear of Underwood's Garage, at 

Haycocks Lane and Waldegraves.  

The popularity of Mersea Island as a leisure destination 

has resulted in considerable expansion of the caravan 

sites at Seaview Avenue, Firs Chase and Waldegraves 

which, together with the beach huts, generate a large 

summer population with their demands. There are now 

a number of additional restaurants within the town and 

on the waterfront.  

The many family run shops have largely been replaced 

by the Co-op Supermarket, a Tesco and Spar 

convenience stores. A number of specialist shops 

remain although many have found it hard to survive. 

The predominant feature of the town has been the 

expansion of post war housing and with the reducing 

number of "in" town sites, any pressure for significant 

future residential development must inevitably occur 

outside the current village envelope. 

3.2 Summary of Findings 

3.2.1. Employment 

It is difficult to establish from this survey the current 

employment status of the working population of West 

Mersea because a high proportion of respondents have 

retired. 

Housing, Employment and Development 

Of the 704 working people who responded to this 

survey, 46% are commuting to work, so for a total 

workforce of some 4,000 this could imply that there are 

around 1,850 commuters. There are some 8,500 traffic 

movements to and from Mersea per day so the true 

figure could be higher than this estimate.  

3.2.2. Local Employment 

Asked whether responders would prefer to work locally 

if it were possible 56% confirmed that they would. 

The proportion of retired/homemakers in the survey 

was 1,375 (63%) and the total in work or intending to 

was 775 (37%). Since 56% (970) would prefer to work 

locally if they could, then there is an implication that 

15% of the retired/home makers intended to return to 

work in the future. 

It seems clear that new industries could be encouraged 

and that there is scope for employees drawn from the 

current residents. The survey did not try to establish 

what skills there might be but 140 people stated that 

they were prepared to take part in training classes in 

the traditional crafts.  

3.2.3. Expansion of Local Employment 

If local industry were to expand then the next question 

was concerned with where expansion might occur.  

The most popular response was: "Leave Mersea alone" 

but there appears to be support for limited expansion of 

the boating facilities, tourism and additional out of 

town industrial units. There was little or no support for 

conversions to the town centre or business use of 

residential property. Again it should be pointed out that 

the majority of those answering this question have 

already retired. 
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3.2.4. Regional Planning 

Were government planning to insist that further 

housing be built in West Mersea responders were asked 

what form they would like such development to take. 

3.2.5.1. Residential and Retirement Accommodation  

It is also apparent that the predominant demands will be 

for residential care or retirement accommodation. 

The figures suggest that there could be 10 additional 

residential care places required  per annum but this could 

reach as many as 30 per year since a third of households 

responded to this Appraisal. 

On the same basis there could also be a requirement for an 

additional 10 retirement (sheltered) spaces per annum.  

These estimates do not take into account deaths or moving 

away over the same period but statistically  people are 

living longer so it is safe to assume that further sheltered 

housing will be a necessity. 

3.2.6 Local Planning Support 

The question was asked if Local Authority planning 

should support the Island by making a specific provision 

for further affordable homes for locals, housing 

association rentals, sheltered/retired accommodation or 

shared ownership housing or no further building.  

The strongest view was for no more building unless 

amenities are improved, which again supports the views 

expressed for regional planning. Affordable homes for 

locals are well supported as is the need for sheltered/

retired accommodation which is again borne out under 

3.2.5 

3.5. Key Issues                                                                    

 Strongly 

agree 

Agree No 

opinion 

Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

Infill or back  

land development 

117 326 152 226 874 

Extension of the town 

boundary for housing 

29 220 100 226 912 

There is strong opposition to any form of additional 

housing in West Mersea no matter what form it takes. 

This significant response cannot be disregarded. 

3.2.5 Local accommodation requirements  

On the question of local housing requirements 

responders were asked if it was likely that anyone in 

their household will need separate accommodation in 

the local area in the next 5-7 years. From the following 

table there appears to be a requirement for further 

starter homes and little need for additional family 

homes.  

Garden infilling at the top of Brierley Avenue 

 Rented Private Either Total 

Residential care 9 9 52 70 

Retirement 7 4 13 24 

A starter home 11 25 59 95 

A family home 1 3 6 10 

Extension to 

existing property 

0 4 2 6 

Total 28 45 132 205 

- Residential requirements are in constant evolution. It is es-

sential that the local authorities consider the needs of all 

groups at all stages in the future development of West Mer-

sea. 

- In this context, and assuming national trends, there is a 

requirement for retirement and care accommodation for the 

ageing population of the town and for starter homes to retain 

the young. 

- The local authorities must implement necessary 

improvements in the town infrastructure if the town is to 

absorb a significant population growth.  

- Encourage development of new locally based industries.  

- Especially encourage local youth and unemployed to 

undertake training to improve employment opportunities. 

- Encourage local business to offer apprentice schemes.   
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As stated earlier in this report 33% of the local 

population is over 60 and of these, over 54% completed 

the questionnaire. Health care is a major issue. 

4.1 The Current Situation 

The Surgery building in Barfield Road is unusual in 

that it was built through local public subscription and 

the bond holders leased the building to the practice/

NHS as they continue to do to this day. The dental 

practice (which takes local NHS patients) has a 

privately owned building adjacent to the surgery. The 

Surgery opened in 1979 for a population of 3,000 but 

with a current level of over 7,000 residents, both 

buildings are far too small.  

There is an NHS Clinic that deals with ante-natal, 

babies and toddlers together with social groups for 

mothers/fathers and babies up to 9 months. There are 

Health and Midwife visitors, Physiotherapy and 

chiropody by appointment (GP or hospital referrals). 

NHS hearing aid batteries are also supplied as is a C.

Card scheme. 

The local Community Nursing Service was moved 

from West Mersea to Monkwick several years ago and 

nurses now serve the south part of Colchester and the 

villages including Mersea Island by car from this 

central point. 

Some years ago the General Hospital was moved from 

the centre of Colchester to Turner Village, well to the 

north and on the opposite side of town to Mersea. It is 

not an easy journey being beyond the North Station 

bottleneck and in the past 18 months the direct bus 

service has been removed.  

4.2 Summary of Findings 

It is clear from the results of the survey that residents 

feel very strongly about the state of local health care 

not only because of the shortcomings of the surgery but 

also services to the home. The inadequate size of the 

surgery is a major problem that has been recognised by 

The Primary Care Trust for a number of years and there 

has been much talk of a replacement. However 

negotiations with the bond-holding owners are 

precluded by government legislation which requires the 

PCT to be financed only through the Local 

Improvement Finance Trust which in our case is 

Realise Health Plc. If a new surgery is to be built a new 

site will have to be found. 

Islanders are faced with the dilemma of where it should 

be built and the choice is between a field site in the 

centre of town or on a location outside the current 

village envelope. 

Health and Wellbeing 

4.2.1. Location of New Surgery 

The first question was therefore specifically on the 

location and the result was overwhelming: 

If a new surgery was to  

be built, should it be on: 

For Against No 

opinion 

A central field in village 1465 154 63 

Outside village envelope 137 490 119 

Other 281   

Of the 1,465 who agreed with the ‘central field’ 

proposal, 1,198 strongly agreed. Other suggestions 

included 54 for the Clinic site, 14 for improvements to 

the existing surgery.  

4.2.2. The need for more staff at the surgery                                

Views have been expressed in the past about the need 

for a further doctor in the practice and the size of the 

surgery has been given as the reason why this has not 

been possible. The same reason has also been given as 

to why there are not more practice nurses. The results 

of the survey however were unequivocal: 

Is there a 

pressing need 

for more 

medical staff? 

Strongly 

agree 

Agree No 

opinion 

Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

A further doctor 1218 363 145 19 9 

More nurses 759 479 224 17 9 

During the 

summer only 

70 148 362 262 242 

Adequate as it is 46 67 146 199 503 

4.2.3. Home support 

Home support was judged to be inadequate: 
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The Surgery in Kingsland Road  

with the Dental Practice in the background 

The figures for home support and Community Nursing 

were as follows: 

Any improvements to 

home support? 

For Against No 

opinion 

 
More home support for elderly 1528 10 301 

More community nurses 1162 19 286 

Consideration should be given to returning to an 

allocation of Community Nurses specifically for 

Mersea and basing them at the new surgery. Concerns 

were expressed about the difficulty of obtaining home 

visits “without fuss” and that receptionists should be 

more polite and less patronising. 

4.2.4. Appointments system 

There were strong views concerning the appointments 

system and the practice has pointed out that they are 

very much in the hands of government directives 

concerning procedures. Nevertheless, the results again 

show a high level of dissatisfaction: 

Should there be a better 

appointments system? 

For Against 

 
No 

opinion 

Be able to book 24 hours ahead 1405 34 85 

Be able to book any available time 1400 109 45 

Extend to evenings and weekends 1060 140 244 

Extend to evenings in the summer 519 149 357 

There were a number of individual points made of 

which one of the most striking concerned appointments 

when ill and needing immediate help. There can be so 

many people trying to get through on the phone when 

the switchboard opens at 8 am that it can be extremely 

difficult for old people to get through. The alternative is 

to queue outside the door from about 7.45 often in the 

cold/rain.  

Practice staff must resolve this archaic arrangement. 

4.2.5. Facilities to prioritise at the new Surgery 

The priority of services that should be offered was 

numerically as follows: 

Which extra health facilities should 

be prioritised at the new Mersea 

surgery? 

Votes 

for 

No 

opinion 

Physiotherapy 1090 275 

Dental surgery 886 289 

Advice by phone 791 350 

Advice on disability benefits 756 400 

Osteopathy 629 494 

Pharmacy 603 388 

Counselling 563 477 

There were also a number of requests for a residential 

nursing home on the Island and several mentions of a 

local ambulance.  

4.2.6 Effective use of resources. 

Financial constraints are obviously the limiting factor 

to the provision of health services but the Authority 

should take into consideration the relative age of the 

local population and the transport difficulties faced by 

islanders.  Early diagnosis and treatment at source must 

not only be the most cost effective method for the 

Authority to achieve its objectives but also the most 

beneficial to its clients. 

4.3 Key Issues 

- The new surgery should be built as a matter of great 

urgency in as central a location as possible. 

- A further doctor in the practice 

- More practice nursing hours. 

- Improve the home visit service for this ageing 

population. Base Community Nurses back on the 

Island. 

- Re-organise the appointments system so that it is 

more user friendly. In the new surgery consider 

having a number system so patients have a better 

idea of waiting time 

- Design a method whereby patients waiting before 

the surgery opens have some form of shelter. 

- Extend the surgery opening hours to evenings and 

Saturday mornings to assist working commuters. 

- Consider advice by phone as a possible means of 

cutting waiting time or unnecessary visits. 

- Include an in house physiotherapist in the surgery.  

- Have an advisor available on a regular basis to 

cover health and disability benefits. 
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5.2.1. Local support from the Police and the law.  

There was a series of questions relating to what further 

support is required from both the police and the law. 

Apart from reporting that all requirements were again 

massively supported,  the result can best be précised 

as : ‘visibility’.  

The Police Station, recently renovated, remains for the  

most  part  unmanned.  There  are  no  full  time police 

5.1 Current Situation 

Local police statistics suggest that crime in West 

Mersea is low in general terms compared with 

Colchester but anti-social behaviour and vandalism 

have noticeably increased over the past few years. In 

order to establish the extent of this type of crime the 

question was asked “Have you been directly affected 

by”... various named offences. The “yes” results as a 

percentage of the total questionnaires completed were: 

Safety and Crime 

Anti-social behaviour 39.1% 

Vandalism/damage to property 35.3% 

Fly tipping/litter 26.0% 

Theft/burglary 16.1% 

Personal intimidation 13.7% 

Anti-social and vandalism percentages would seem to 

be remarkably high for a questionnaire completed by 

almost 2,000 people. 

5.2 Summary of Findings 

It is hardly surprising that in the light of the personal 

experience of such a high proportion, many felt that the 

police should concentrate on anti-social behaviour, 

alcohol and drug abuse: 

on the Island or regular evening patrols which leaves a 

perception that law abiding citizens are unsupported, 

especially when response from a distant police station 

or patrol car can be so long that at the very least “the 

horse has long bolted.”  

Over 90% felt that there should be full time policing on 

the Island and more visible policing in the evenings, i.e. 

a return to the days of the village “bobby”. 

A failure in the law is also highlighted when 87% felt 

the penalties should be tougher and 89% felt that 

parents should be held accountable. In this respect there 

were a number of further suggestions such as: Local 

community service orders (with appropriate clothing 

when “doing time”); name and shame with photographs 

in local papers; zero tolerance; make licensed premises 

more responsible. 
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5.2.2 Accountability 

It should be pointed out that the primary responsibility 

for our children is our own. A decade or so ago the 

County Council withdrew funding for a youth facility 

in West Mersea so the Youth Club at the school was 

closed. No other provision replaced it although “The 

Coffee Shop” was a well meaning attempt.  

There is a very limited bus service for our teenagers at 

Secondary schooling in the Colchester district outside 

official school time. As a result many of them have to 

return to the island in the mid afternoon and are unable 

to take advantage of after school activities as do their 

counterparts in Colchester.  (Please also see reference 

to this in the reports on “Leisure” and on “Transport”).  

5.2.3 A visible presence 

The police force has always suffered from financial 

constraints and must in addition to ordinary duties be 

our first line of defence against the threat of terrorism 

which must be incredibly expensive. However the 

police need to be seen to be making the best use of 

resources and these include our Police Community 

Support Officers (P.C.S.Os), half of their costs being  

paid for from the local precept.  

5.2.4. Traffic offences   

The Transport section of this report highlighted the 

need for the police to be more pro-active with the 

prosecution of traffic offences, particularly speeding 

and parking.  

5.2.5. ‘Fly tipping’ 

26% of those completing questionnaires reported being 

affected by fly tipping/litter (and this does not include 

dog mess which is a major issue covered under the 

Parks and Leisure section). West Mersea has an 

excellent bin service and civic amenity site so there is 

no excuse for this form of anti-social behaviour. It is in 

the hands of Islanders to monitor and report, and 

perhaps act for themselves.  

5.3 Key Issues 

5.3.1. In respect of the police: 

West Mersea Civic Amenity Site in Upland Road 

Our P.C.S.Os 

Adam Ryder, Jason Keyte and Sarah Duke and . 

.5.3.4. In respect of youth 

- Extend the after school buses times to allow full 

use of extracurricular activities. 

- Consider a range of youth activities for after 

school and during holidays.  

5.3.3. In respect of vehicles  

 A less lenient attitude to:- 

- Speeding and noisy motorbikes/scooters. 

- Drivers using mobile phones. 

- Not using seat belts. 

- Illegal parking. 

- Cyclists without lights after dark 

5.3.2. In respect of our P.C.S.Os: 

- Rather than two patrolling together, split the beat 

to cover twice the distance. 

- Perhaps on bicycles to cover more distance 

- More powers 

- They should be annually accountable to the Town 

Council and justified. 

- More evening patrols rather than daytime 

- Closer policing of licence premises 

- Faster response to reports of anti-social 

behaviour  

- More efficient fast response system 

- Regular times when the Police Station is open. 
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6.1 The Current Situation 

As with many places, West Mersea’s housing and roads 

evolved from early settlements and the layout of fields. 

There was no overall plan apart from a number of 

proposed concepts for an Edwardian seaside town 

(along and to the north of the Esplanade), which was 

never built due to the start of WW1, although the road 

system and plots largely remain. Housing developers 

had a strong grip on the town during the last century 

with a result that little land has been set aside for car 

parks. Most households are dependent on their cars so 

parking is a problem which is compounded in the 

summer by holiday makers. Some main roads are 

unsuitable for modern demands. 

Whilst residents are using bicycles more now that fuel 

is so expensive, the buses are under-utilised and the 

service has serious limitations. 

6.2 Summary of Findings 

Under the “means of transport” question around 60% 

said they used their car both on and off the Island 

although an encouraging 599 (32%) said they would 

use their bicycles locally.  Buses seem to be very little 

used, (less than 1% for school or work), although 30% 

use buses for off island journeys. This latter figure 

could well be explained by the government scheme 

which gives pensioners free bus passes and when 

analysing these figures it should be recalled that of 

those that completed the survey, 25% work off the 

island, 18% from home and 56% are retired.  

6.2.1. Bus services 

It has to be in both our own and the national interest to 

encourage greater use of buses but the results of a 

specific question on the service were disappointing.   

Transport Traffic and Parking  

Should the bus service be 

improved by? 

For No 

opinion 

Against 

 
Did not 

vote 

Running a later service in the 

evening 

31% 40% 3% 26% 

Running a late afternoon school 

service 

17% 48% 2% 33 

Running a service to other schools 19% 46% 3% 32% 

Reinstating the direct Hospital route 80% 12% 1% 7% 

Apart from the direct route to the hospital which is 

requested by the great majority, a high proportion 

either had ‘No opinion’ on bus matters or did not vote 

which implies both a lack of interest and/or use. *  

6.2.1.2 Effective use of subsidised bus journeys? 

* The low votes in respect of school buses may give a 

wrong impression since under the Leisure and Cultural 

Activities section 7.2.3. there were 917 for later school 

buses, (48% of questionnaires), with only 41 against 

and 329 with ‘no opinion’.   

If the conclusions of the Safety and Crime section 

concerning youth (Section 5.3.4) are also taken in to 

account, then there ought to be an immediate review of 

subsidised passes in respect of Mersea. A fairer balance 

between the needs of school children and the free 

passes issued to pensioners could be a consideration if 

financial constraints preclude additional school passes.  

6.2.1.3. Improvements to the current bus services 

It seems clear from the survey that the bus service is 

not particularly user friendly. There were a number of 

suggestions of note in respect of bus transport which 

are as follows: 

There was strong support for opening Oakwood on to 

Colchester Road although the alternative of widening 

Dawes Lane was not so favoured with numbers split 

almost equally. 

6.2.2 Road Planning and Parking 

Under the Housing Employment and Development 

(Section 3) strong views were expressed that there 

should be improvements to the infrastructure before 

further development is allowed and much of this 

would relate to traffic and parking. 

6.2.2.1. Access to West Mersea 

Improved access to the Island has been debated for 

many years, particularly with heavier vehicles using 

Mill Road. The 1947 Planning Act required a direct 

route from Colchester Road to the Esplanade and 

Oakwood Avenue was built to accommodate this 

requirement. However the North section was never 

opened at “Glebe Corner”.  

- More bus stops (particularly in the Esplanade area) 

with more time tables. 

- More buses (particularly on Saturdays and late 

evenings for cinema and theatre goers – current last 

bus from Colchester centre is 10.15 pm) 

- More competitive pricing (which would increase the 

usage and reduce numbers of private cars). 
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6.2.3.1 “Park and Ride” schemes 

Colchester is way behind most towns in respect of 

park and ride and whilst the Borough has been 

actively trying to arrange schemes for the town, the 

south side is not included in any plans, much to the 

detriment of future transport needs of Mersea Island.  

When Colchester Northern and Western schemes 

finally come into effect, with whatever changes that 

may mean for the town centre, the Mersea and South 

Colchester problem could be partially solved by a car 

park within the boundary of Colchester’s local bus 

service, such as the northern end of Ranges. 

Alternatively an enhanced and subsidised bus service 

might be appropriate at the time.   

6.2.3.2 Parking 

Indiscriminate parking was considered a hazard on 

shop pavements, grass verges, yellow lines and on 

both sides of Victory Road at weekends where it is 

doubted that a fire engine could get access.  

The parking of cars on Victory Boat Park (“Burma 

Road”) during summer is favoured and a strong wish 

for more designated parking areas which could 

include a re-assessment of parking restrictions in 

general. The very limited car parking facility on the 

Waterfront is clearly shown in the back cover picture. 

6.2.3 Positive action to save fuel 

With the vast increase in the cost of fuel, most of those 

surveyed are keen to make savings. Despite this, car 

sharing schemes for school runs or commuting, found 

little favour. Over 75% were against such proposals 

and it can only be surmised that people feel they are 

inflexible. (At the time this survey was carried out the 

Steering Group for the “Transition Town” fuel 

economy concept was relatively new on the Island).  

Most said they would make a point of shopping locally 

and over 80% said they would use park and ride 

schemes whenever possible.  

If parking facilities 

are to be improved 

would you prefer: 

Strongly 

agree 

Agree No 

opinion 

Disagree 

 

Strongly 

disagree 

Land reclamation 184 311 469 203 188 

Use of Burma Road/

Victory boat-park 

208 410 484 152 144 

More designated 

parking areas 

419 732 253 80 76 

Re-assessing parking 

restrictions 

314 477 341 167 98 

6.2.4. Traffic Calming 

Speeding was a major issue for voters who felt that 

more action needs to be taken. Police monitoring and 

prosecutions were most favoured (67% for with 16% 

against) and flashing electronic signs (65% and 22% 

against) a close second. Speed cameras were definitely 

out of favour and views were equally split concerning 

other measures such as mini-roundabouts.  

Amongst the ideas proposed for traffic calming were 

further speed restrictions such as 20 mph for certain 

roads, i.e. Coast Road, The Esplanade or Firs Road and 

several for a 20 mph limit for all built up areas. 

6.2.5. General road issues 

A strong point was made concerning the picking up 

of children from the Dabchick area after sailing 

events. More parking near the Hard is an absolute 

priority. 

6.3 Key Issues 

 
- Complete the access road from Oakwood Avenue North to 

Colchester Road to relieve pressure on Mill Road and 

Queen’s Corner. 

- More parking spaces on the Waterfront 

- Reinstate the direct bus route to the Hospital 

- More designated parking areas for visitors and consider the 

possibilities of summertime park and ride scheme.  

- Consider more effective use of bus subsidies and address 

the anomalies between schools. 

- Late passes particularly in respect of children taking part in 

after school activities at T.L.A. 

- A review of Mersea bus services. 

- Campaign to encourage more use of bicycles. 

- Under “Any Other Issues” at the end of the questionnaire 

there were a number of “traffic” points worth noting such 

as: 

- Clean up and reduce road signs 

- Make up and adopt the unmade roads 

- Remove street lamps from the centre of pavements and 

more repairs to surfaces 

- Improve road drainage, East Road and Firs Road in 

particular 

- ‘Build up the Strood’ or ‘leave the Strood alone’ in equal 

number! 
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The children’s section of West Mersea Library 

“Out of doors”, the town is not so well served since 

West Mersea is short of public open space and there 

has been a shortage of sports pitch areas for years. 

Whilst this problem will be partially rectified by the 

new extension to the Glebe there are few facilities for 

children who do not sail. 

There are two very active football clubs together with 

rugby and tennis clubs and occasional mixed hockey. 

In addition there is the beach and many waterside 

walks that have value which must not be 

underestimated.  

Mersea is a holiday island and more attention must be 

given to the movement and parking of holiday traffic.   

7.1. The Current Situation 

Remarkably there are over eighty different clubs and 

societies in West Mersea covering all manner of 

activities and interests, far too many to list here, and  

this rich diversity gives a flavour of the community 

spirit which is the essence of this Island. 

From an “indoor” perspective the town is well served. 

There is The Mersea Centre (often referred to locally as 

“THE MICA”) offering sports, music and social 

facilities, the British Legion which includes a hall and 

large lounge bar, two very active sailing clubs, other 

buildings for organisations like The Women’s Institute, 

the St. John Ambulance, the Cub/Scouts and Guides, 

Sea Scouts, Indoor Bowls and the pavilion on the 

Glebe.  

The town has a Museum (about to be extended) which 

additionally holds various functions, a Library with an 

excellent children’s activities section and a very active 

religious life in the care of six denominational 

churches.  

Leisure and Cultural Activities 

7.2 Summary of Findings. 

The first question asked Islanders to put various 

facilities in their favoured order of preference:- 

    "1"   "2"   "3" "4" 

Better pavilion on the Glebe 206 175 184 171 

An indoor swimming pool 1090 126 64 38 

All-weather, multi-purpose sports area  

and running track 102   228   221 

Better indoor sports facilities 164 310 311 137 

Roller-skating rink 73 107 123 177 

Full-size, all-weather basketball pitch 57 65 84 103 

Other 131       

  193 

 7.2.1. Swimming Pool. 

The preferred choice was overwhelmingly for an 

Indoor Swimming Pool, first for 1090 people. A 

better pavilion on the Glebe was second but with only 

206 first votes, followed by an all-weather 

multipurpose sports area. “Other” suggestions 

included a salt water pool, multi use games area. 

7.2.2. Paying for new facilities 

At the end of the questionnaire Islanders were asked 

whether they were prepared to pay more Council Tax 

to pay for a pool and whilst 824 said “Yes” there 

were 663 who said “No”. Pools are notoriously 

expensive to run and without substantial backing 

from Colchester Borough Council it is difficult to see 

how this might be funded. It is understood that the 

Garrison will be building a new pool to the south of 

Colchester and that this will be open for public group 

sessions.   

The full result of the facilities Islanders would be 

prepared to pay for with additional taxes is printed 

under 9.2.1.  

Crabbing on the floating jetty which is 

financed by Colchester Borough Council 

(Photo S. & P. Ryan) 



19 

7.2.3 Youth Facilities 

  As can be seen the Youth Club and extended bus 

passes were far and away the most popular additional 

facilities for youth and both the Colchester Borough 

and Town Councils should be seriously addressing 

these issues as they directly link with points made in 

the Safety and Crime section. 

7.2.4. Children’s facilities 

There was powerful support for additions to young 

children’s activities that were listed as: 

The “Last Night of the Proms” at Mersea Centre 

with the Essex Concert Band on the 10th October 2008 

7.2.5. Mersea Centre 

The last questions were about Mersea Centre and on 

being asked if people were aware that The Centre was 

fund raised, built, is owned and run by Mersea Island 

Community Association members, a heartening 91.3% 

said “Yes”. (Presumably the other 165 now know!) 

Islanders were also asked if there were any additional 

activities not currently covered by MICA that they 

would support in order of popularity, the result was:   

All three suggestions had strong support from three-

quarters of questionnaires. 

Islanders were also asked if they would support a 

holiday club run by parents where 481 said “yes”, 776 

“no opinion” and 202 “no”. (Unfortunately there were 

not 481 phone numbers supplied but perhaps the 

Mersea School, with help from The Town Council, 

might look at this for next year.) 

7.3. Key Issues 

 Facilities for youth including: 

- Club premises with activities organised and run 

on a professional basis. 

- BMX track 

- Skateboard track 

- Extended bus passes for after school activities. 

- A film club   (By far the most votes)* 

- More dances 

- Dance classes including Ballroom, Salsa, Latin 

and Line. 

- Yoga    

  (*) MICA has already taken on this suggestion 

and a new Mersea Film Club is being launched 

for 2009 
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8.1. Current Situation 

West Mersea has suffered for years from a lack of 

designated ‘Public Open Space’ as defined by the rules 

of the National Playing Fields Association. There is the 

Glebe, Reymead Meadow, Willoughby (Car) Park, the 

greensward on the Esplanade and School Gardens.   

Both the ‘Legion’ fields off Barfield Road are private 

open space with West Mersea School owning the field 

behind the British Legion and the Essex County 

Council the eastern field (known as ‘Youth Field’). 

The past year has brought significant changes to this 

situation. The Town Council has acquired a second 

field at the Glebe through a ‘Section 106’ agreement 

resulting from the East Road housing development. 

This has trebled the playing area. The Council has also 

won an action against the Essex County Council over 

The Youth Field which has now been re-designated as 

a Village Green. 

Whilst the Town may be short on ‘official space’ the 

value of the saltings (particularly at St. Peter’s Well 

Meadow) and the miles of beaches cannot be over 

stated. They form a significant part of the Island 

heritage and are enjoyed by both residents and 

thousands of visitors alike. 

Environment, Parks and Open Spaces 

8.2.2. Beach Cleaning 

Almost all were in favour of regular beach cleaning 

days and the Town Council was involved with two 

such days during this year. With a few organisers it 

might be possible to carry out clean up sessions when 

there are a lot of people on the beach. It might also be 

reasonable to suggest that there should be a 

contributory effort by the Borough Council since so 

many beach users are summer visitors. 

8.2.2.1 Dog Fouling 

The most opinions, 1539, were expressed in respect 

of “No dogs off leads in summer” and the 78% in 

favour represents 1,200 votes. This was closely 

followed by a requirement for Beach Wardens in 

summer.  

Under “Other” suggestions there were wide-spread 

and much stronger objections to dogs and dog fouling 

in general rather than just the “on leads”. Dog mess is 

one of the major issues that has become apparent 

through this appraisal.  (Clacton totally bans dogs on 

beaches).  

View of the River Blackwater and Mersea Beach  

from the Esplanade. (Photo S. & P. Ryan) 

St. Peters Meadow from Coast Road. 

8.2. Summary of findings 

8.2.1. The Beaches 

The condition and use of the beaches is a significant 

point in this section of the questionnaire with the 

following results: 

8.2.3 Beach facilities 

Improving toilets is already an issue under discussion 

with the Borough but additional suggestions included:

(Perhaps the three could be combined within the 

building area of the proposed new toilets.)  

- A Splash Park on the Prom 

- A water feature 

- More beach showers 



21 

8.2.4 Open spaces 

On the question “How would you see the importance of 

the following additions to Open Spaces” the results 

were: 

Would you support the 

following beach initiatives? 

Expressed 

an opinion 

Percentage 

Regular Beach cleaning days 1202 98% 

Clearer separation zones between water 

activities 

1160 95% 

Improved Esplanade toilets/showers 1217 95% 

Beach warden during summer holidays 1219 93% 

Additional kite surfing area away from the 

main beach 

1008 81% 

No dogs off leads in summer 1539 78% 

Improved access for water sports 884 62% 

Another launching area adjacent to 

Esplanade car park 

915 60% 

The points about litter/dog mess are carried through 

to open space in general with a strong demand for 

more bins. The choice between formal gardens and 

natural open space is also very clearly in favour of 

natural areas. Many would like more seats and more 

tree planting (which falls in very nicely with the 

County tree initiative).  

The current move by the Council is to change the 

designation of “Willoughby” to a park with provision 

for car parking in the mown area, plant more trees 

and add  picnic benches. 

8.2.5. Allotments 

There was a very strong vote in favour of the 

provision of allotments and this is an issue before the 

Town Council at this time. The provision will be a 

cost against the local precept so strong support for 

such a move is important.  

8.2.6. Footpaths 

Responders were asked to prioritise various 

initiatives: 

In this instance “green” was first choice and “blue” 

the fifth.  There were number of requests under 

‘Other’ for wider footpaths in general to 

accommodate wheelchairs and there are a number of 

places where grass verges could be cut back to allow 

for this (Kingsland Road in particular). The Borough 

Council has been repairing pavements recently and 

there were a number of requests for this work to be 

continued. There was support for more disabled 

access points to the beach and “The Monkey Steps” 

was particularly mentioned.  

The new additional sports field  

at the Glebe                    

8.2.7 Follies 

The strong request for better maintained follies was 

enlarged upon under ‘Other’ with requests for cutting 

back hedges. It is the responsibility of house owners 

to control their hedges that over-hang footpaths and 
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 the Council’s position is to advise them of complaints. 

Perhaps the Councils should consider more direct 

action. 

8.2.8 Cycle Paths 

 Total 

votes 

For Against No 

opinion 

Cycle route around the Island 1447 5% 2% 13% 

Network of cycle paths  

between East and West Mersea 

1385 1% 9% 20% 

Off-road cycle route to 

Colchester 

1269 8% 4% 18% 

Bridleways opened to cyclists 1226 7% 8% 25% 

Follies opened to cyclists 1391 3% 5% 12% 

There seems little support for allowing cyclists onto 

paths, pavements (or even follies and bridleways as the 

next question showed): 

Cycling, both from the point of view of fuel economy 

and general fitness, needs to be encouraged, but mixing 

pedestrians and cyclists would not seem to find favour. 

A Round the Island cycle route using seawalls (with 

tidal footways) is a popular thought as is an off road 

route to Colchester that some think is logistically 

possible. If it could be achieved it would be a safer (and 

more feasible) option than an ‘Other’ request to 

widening the Mersea Road to include a cycleway.  

8.3 Key Issues   

Willoughby (Car) Park 

- Employ a beach warden for holiday weekends 

- Promote more beach clean up days 

- Stronger measures to deal with dog mess 

- Clearer demarcation between water activities 

- Fund-raise for A Splash Park/water feature with 

showers on the Esplanade 

- Provide allotments 

- More natural open space rather than formal gardens  

- More litter bins in parks and open spaces 

- More seat and seating areas 

- Plant more trees 

- Make sure that footpaths are wide enough for 

wheelchairs 

- Improve the disabled/pram access to the beach 

particularly at The Monkey Steps 

- Further work on Coast Road footpath 

- Consider a more forceful policy against house 

owners who do not control hedges overhanging 

footpaths 

- Look at improvements that might be made to a 

Round the Island walk on the seawall which might 

also accommodate bicycles 

- Consider the logistics of a off-road cycle route to 

Colchester (for which grants may be available). 
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question asked at the end of the survey was, which of 

these amenities people would be prepared to help pay 

for through increased Council Tax: 

It was apparent that many people are against any 

increase in Council Tax whatever the reason and the 

majority of “other” made this point. The balance was 

against further payment for most of the suggested 

improvements apart from further funding for policing 

with 76% in favour. The much requested swimming 

pool would only receive financial support from 55% 

in taxes.     

9.2.2. Communications 

Many people thought that there would be an 

advantage in having a jobs vacancy board either in 

the town or on the Town Council Website.  

There are various ways in which local people receive 

information about events and services so the 

opportunity was taken to see which were the most 

commonly used: 

9.1 The current situation 

Most local services are the responsibility of the 

Colchester Borough Council whilst the County have 

responsibility for education, roads and pavements. The 

Town has one representative on the County Council 

and three on the Borough Council and these councillors 

report regularly to the Town Council. 

West Mersea Town Council (the only wholly voluntary 

body) is responsible for the open spaces and footpaths, 

and for burials. They are advisors on planning matters, 

first line of communication for the town, and as a 

pressure group for anything to do with the well being of 

the people. They also co-ordinate and run the “meals on 

wheels” service. They receive a small portion of the 

annual precept from which they run the Council Office 

and employ office staff and grounds men.    

9.2 Summary of findings 

9.2.1. Increased tax for amenities 

Many of the questions in the Appraisal related to 

improved amenities for which money would have to be 

found if they were to be provided for the town. The 

Local Services and Communications   

 Total 

votes 

Percentage 

in favour 

Better policing levels 1471 76% 

Indoor swimming pool 1487 55% 

Better maintained footpaths 1234 55% 

A youth club 1183 47% 

New cycle paths 1145 41% 

Enhanced island bus service 1120 37% 

Park & Ride for tourists 1233 20% 

  Occasionally Rarely Never 

The Courier 199 33 10 

The Community News 309 65 28 

Essex County Standard 278 325 432 

Evening Gazette 161 293 673 

Local Radio 287 363 530 

Council Notice Board 299 390 575 

The Strood Banners 566 244 168 

The Library 380 439 388 

MICA  421 379 333 

Village Websites 134 303 788 

The Mersea Directory 431 386 379 

Friends & neighbours 650 140 66 

West Mersea Council Offices in Melrose Road.  

Open for help and information 9 am-1 pm weekdays 

The Sensory Garden in Melrose Road  

provided by the Town Council 
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Housing, Employment and 

Development (Section 3) 

Aim: .   

ACTION Priority Lead Partner Cost Review 

Meet Borough Council officers to discuss the 

findings of this report. 

Urgent 

 

WMTC AG n/a April 2009 

Include these findings in the Local 

Development Framework 

Urgent CBC WMTC n/a July 2009 

Consider ways of increasing the sheltered 

accommodation/ retirement homes available in 

the town. 

Medium WMTC CBC/Local 

Trusts 

n/a January 2010 

Encourage the establishment of new locally 

based industries in the town 

Medium WMTC RDA/Chamber 

of Commerce 

n/a January 2010 

Encourage local youth and the unemployed to 

undertake (re)training to improve their 

employment opportunities. 

Medium WMTC LEA n/a January 2010 

Encourage local business to offer apprentice 

schemes. 

 

Medium WMTC LEA n/a January 2010 

To limit further housing development and/or improve the 

infrastructure.  Extend retirement and residential care 

accommodation.  Encourage local industry and employment 

Action Plans 

These action plans are only meaningful if the proposals are "SMART”, that is to say:-    

Specific- Measurable- Achievable- Realistic- Timed 

 
Every effort has been made to ensure that the actions meet these criteria and whilst timescales are difficult to forecast 

the periods stated were considered to be reasonable by the West Mersea Appraisal Group. It is also important that the 

suggested individuals or groups to whom these actions apply should take responsibility for them and act on them in 

accordance with the wishes of the residents of West Mersea as set out in this Appraisal. Members of the team are happy 

to discuss these proposals and to monitor progress in line with the review dates. In due course further consultation with 

residents will be necessary to amend the objectives as time and circumstances change. 

THE KEY 

WMTC West Mersea Town Council CDRP Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership 

CBC Colchester Borough Council LEA Local Education Authority 

WMBC West Mersea Colchester Borough Councillors PCT Primary Care Trust 

ECC Essex County Council LGP Local General Practice 

LBC Local Bus Company PSCO Police Community Support Officers 

NAP Neighbourhood Action Panel LDA Local Development Agency 

LDF Local Development Framework AG (West Mersea) Appraisal Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 
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Health and Wellbeing (Section 4) 

ACTION Priority Lead Partner Cost Review 

Additional full time doctor in the practice Urgent LPG PCT PCT/LGP January 

2010 

Build the new surgery. Urgent PCT LGP PCT June 2009 

Reorganise appointments system Urgent LGP PCT LGP July 2009 

More practice nursing hours High LGP PCT LPG/PCT January 

2010 

Base Community Nursing back on Mersea High PCT LGP PCT January 

2010 

Extend opening hours to evenings and Saturday mornings for 

commuters 

High LGP PCT LPG/PCT July 2009 

Include a house physiotherapist in surgery Medium PCT LGP 

 

PCT July 2009 

Include regular advisor on health and disability benefits. Medium PCT LGP 

 

PCT July 2009 

Aim: Encourage the construction of a new surgery for West  
         Mersea and improve health facilities in general.    

Safety and Crime (Section 5) 

ACTION Priority Lead Partner Cost Review 

More evening patrols rather than daytime High Police NAP/CDRP Police January 2010 

Closer policing of Licence premises Medium CBC WMTC CBC January 2010 

Faster response to youth congregating in large 

numbers and more efficient response system in 

general. 

High Police NAP/CDRP Police January 2010 

Regular times when the local Police Station is 

open to the general public. 

High Police WMTC/NAP Police January 2010 

Less lenient attitude to the vehicle offences of:- 

Speeding and very noisy motorbikes  

Use of mobile phones whilst driving. 

Illegal parking 

Cyclists without lights at night. 

High Police NAP/WMTC Police January 2010 

In respect of our PCSOs: 

Split the beats and avoid patrolling together. 

Consider using bicycles. 

PCSO’s should have more powers. 

Should be annually accountable to WMTC 

High Police WMTC Police/

WMTC 

January 2010 

Consider range of youth activities after school and 

during holidays 

 

High LEA WMTC/CBC ECC January 2010 

Extend the after school bus times to allow full use 

of extracurricular activities 

Urgent LEA CBC/LBS ECC January 2010 

Aim: To see more visible policing in the town with effective use           
          of the Police Station 
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Transport Traffic and Parking 

(Section 6) 

ACTION Priority Lead Partner Cost Review 

Complete the access route from Oakwood Avenue 

North to Colchester Road 

High ECC WMTC ECC January 2010 

More designated parking areas for visitors and 

consider the possibilities of summertime park and ride 

scheme. 

High CBC WMTC CBC January 2010 

Aim:  To improve transport facilities. Encourage better use of buses.  
           Encourage cyclists.   

A complete review of the bus service including:-      

More effective use of bus subsidies particularly in 

respect of late school passes and anomalies between 

schools. 

Urgent ECC/CBC LEA/WMTC ECC/CBC June 2009 

Reinstate direct service to the Hospital. Urgent CBC/LBC/

PCT 

WMTC n/a June 2009 

Route should include Esplanade area with more stops Medium CBC/LBC WMTC n/a September 2009 

Increase the service particularly later in the evening 

and more on Saturdays. 

High CBC/LBC WMTC n/a September 2009 

Reconsider pricing policy to encourage greater use. Medium CBC/LBC WMTC n/a September 2009 

In respect of the roads:-      

Clean up and reduce road signs. Low ECC CBC ECC January 2010 

Make up and adopt un-made roads. Medium ECC CBC ECC January 2010 

Remove street lamps from the centre of pavements. Medium ECC CBC ECC January 2010 

Improve road drainage particularly on East Road and 

Firs Road. 

Urgent ECC CBC ECC January 2010 

Campaign to encourage cycling. Medium WMTC CBC n/a January 2010 

Make sure footpaths are wide enough for wheelchairs. High ECC/

WMTC 

CBC ECC/

WMTC 

January 2010 

Consider logistics and funding for an  

off-road cycle route to Colchester. 

Medium WMTC CBC Grant aid January 2010 
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Environment, Parks and Open Spaces  

(Section 8) 

ACTION      Priority             Lead    Partner    Cost                Review                        

In respect of beaches:-      

Employ a beach warden for summer 

weekends and during the holidays. 

Medium CBC WMTC CBC June 2009 

Stronger measures to deal with dog 

mess. 

Urgent WMTC CBC n/a June 2009 

More litter/dog mess bins. Urgent CBC CBC/WMTC CBC June 2009 

Promote more beach clean-up days. Medium WMTC CBC n/a Sept 2009 

Clearer demarcation between water 

activities on the Esplanade beaches. 

Medium WMTC/CBC WMTC CBC July 2009 

Beach showers on the Esplanade. Medium CBC WMTC CBC January 2010 

Splash Park on the Esplanade. Low CBC WMTC CBC/grant January 2010 

In respect of Open Spaces:-      

Provide  Allotments. Urgent WMTC Allotment 

Assoc 
WMTC June 2009 

Stronger measures to deal with dog 

mess. 

Urgent WMTC CBC n/a July 2009 

More litter/dog mess bins in all parks 

and open spaces. 

Urgent CBC WMTC CBC June 2009 

More seating and seating areas. Low WMTC CBC Gifted? January 2010 

More natural open space rather than 

formal gardens. 

Low WMTC CBC n/a Future 

Plant and manage more trees. High WMTC CBC Grants January 2010 

Other items:-  
 

   

More forceful policy against house 

owners who do not control hedges that 

overhang footpaths and roadways. 

High WMTC CBC WMTC July 2009 

Provide a Round the Island walk on the 

seawall by improvements particularly to 

the east side near to the Strood. 

Low WMTC CBC/

Environmental 

Agency 

Grant aid January 2010 

Aim:  To improve our public open spaces for                                                                                     

the benefit of Islanders and visitors  

Leisure and Cultural Activities 

(Section 7) 

ACTION Priority Lead Partner Cost Review 

Form a Youth Club by either converting an existing 

premises or purpose building with activities organised and 

run on a professional basis. 

High WMTC ECC/

CBC 

ECC/Grant 

aid 

January 2010 

Construct a BMX track. Medium WMTC CBC Grant aid January 2010 

Construct a Skateboard park. Medium WMTC CBC Grant aid January 2010 

Aim:  Improve facilities for youth   
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